
South Carolina State Deputy  
Record Sheet 

 

1939 – 1940 

1941 - 1943 

 

SD #: 
 
 
 
Three (3) Councils of the State. 
 
Birth:  June 27, 1907. 
  Charleston, SC. 

To William P. J. and Harriet Teresa Franklin  
Donelan 
 

Spouse: Eleta Martin Donelan. 
Family: Four children. 
 
Death: February 25, 1983. (Age 75.)   
 Columbia, SC. 
 Burial - Greenlawn Memorial Park, Columbia, SC . 
.  
Council: Bishop John England Council #724, Columbia, SC 
Assembly: Bishop John England Assembly #724 (now #1072), Columbia, SC 
 
Education: University of South Carolina, BA. (1931) 
  University of South Carolina Law School, LLB, JD.(1933) 
Occupation: Lawyer, Judge 
 
Notable:  

• After the unexpended death of the State Deputy Thomas J. Burke on October 18, 
1939, the state officers met in Aiken, SC on Sunday, December 3, 1939, and 
unanimously elected then GK James P. Donelan as State Deputy to fulfill the 
unexpired 1939-1940 term. 

• Third SC State Deputy from Bishop John England Council #724, Columbia, SC. 

• He was elected to serve two additional terms as SD for 1941-1943.   
o Fourth SC State Deputy from Bishop John England Council #724, 

Columbia. 
o Second PSD to be elected to the office of SD. 

• Appointed the second SC Fourth Degree District Master. (1954-1958)  H 

• He is the first SC District Master from Bishop John England Assembly #724, 
Columbia, SC. 

• He is the first Past State Deputy appointed SC District Master. 

• Elected to General Assembly in 1935 and 1936 from Richland County Member of 
the Ways and Means Committee and Commerce and Manufacturing Committees.  

• When World War II erupted, he served as Wing Intelligence Officer for the Civil Air 
Patrol based out of Charleston.  He subsequently enlisted in the U. S. Marine Corp 
serving with distinction in the Pacific theatre and was discharged as a Captain.   

• In 1977, he was appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of South Carolina 
to serve as a Special Circuit Judge for the Fifth Judicial Circuit. 

• Received Order of the Palmetto from Governor James B. Edward. (2/18/1978) 

Judge William Patrick Donelan 
10 & 12 

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/70190/greenlawn-memorial-park

