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The Super Bowl and 
Knights of Columbus Connections

What is the connection between the Super Bowl and the Knights of Columbus? 

The Super Bowl is huge. Every year, the Super Bowl is the largest watched sporting event in the United States   It generates over $800 million in advertising revenue and over $1 billion to the host city. The champions of the National Football Conference and the American Football Conference play for the title of “National Champions,” symbolized by the Vince Lombardi trophy. 

And this is the connection. The first Super Bowl was held on January 15, 1967. Green Bay Packers defeated the Kansas City Chiefs 35-10. Super Bowl II was played on January 14, 1968. The Green Bay Packers were again victorious, defeating the Oakland Raiders 33-14.  The head coach was Vince Lombardi. Originally named the "World Professional Football Championship Trophy," the trophy was renamed the Vince Lombardi Trophy in 1970, shortly after Lombardi’s death.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Vincent T. Lombardi was a man of strong Catholic faith and an unparalleled coaching career. Within two years of taking over the struggling Green Bay Packers in 1959, he led them to two consecutive NFL Championships. This was soon followed by a third, and as mentioned the first two Super Bowl Championships. When he retired, his career coaching record was 105 wins, 26 losses and six ties. 

Being a man of deep faith, he daily attended Mass and Communion, which he considered the source of his strength. He was known to lead the Catholic players to Mass. Vince Lombardi joined the Msgr. Basche Council 4505 in Green Bay, Wis and later became a Fourth Degree Knight. (Columbia Magazine 2/20.)
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]There are many other connections between the Super Bowl and Knights of Columbus member who have coached, played and refereed.  But there is another major conection closer to home. From 2014 to 2020, the South Carolina State Council conducted the South Carolina Catholic Men’s Coference for the Diocese of Charleston.  The special speaker at the first conference was Joseph Lombardi, the grandson of Vince Lombardi.  Joseph Lombard, himself a devout Catholic and a Knight of Columbus, played football for the US Airforce Academy.  After fulfilling his military duty, he went on to coach in various capacities for the Alanta Falcons, New Orleans Saints, Detroit Lions and presently the Offensive Coordinator for the Denver Broncos.  While the Quarterback Coach for the New Orleans Saints in 2010, he proudly held the Vince Lombardi Trophy when the New Orlean Saints won Super Bowl XLIV. 
 		Thomas M. Monahon, PSD, FVSM
SC State Council Historian
June 15, 2025
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