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Foundation:
The idea of establishing the Knights of Columbus in South Carolina was born during the Spanish-American War. There were no councils and the only one Knights of Columbus member in the state – the Rev. Charles D. Wood. With Fr. Wood’s encouragement and effort, (including being able to convince Bishop Northrop to join,) Rev. P.N. Lynch Council 704 was chartered in Charleston on October 26, 1902. Three months later, on January 25, 1903, Bishop England Council 724 was instituted in Columbia. Nine years later, on January 12, 1912, Greenville Council 1668 (now named Msgr. Andrew K. Gwynn Council) was instituted. Another new council in South Carolina was not forthcoming until October 3, 1920, when Bishop Northrup Council 2207 was instituted in Sumter as the fourth council of South Carolina.

On June 27, 1921, a significant milestone was reached. The Order’s Board of Directors voted to allow both North Carolina and South Carolina to form State Councils. Fred M. Bultman from Council 724 in Columbia, who had been serving as State Deputy of North and South Carolina Jurisdiction. He was elected as the first State Deputy of South Carolina, marking a momentous achievement for the Knights of Columbus in the state.

Growth:
During the next 40 years, only two new councils were established. On June 28, 1947, the Joseph Miguel Ros Council 3067 of Georgetown became the fifth council of the state. And the Bishop Ignatius A. Reynold Council (now named the Msgr. George Lewis Smith Council) became the sixth council of the state on July 19, 1953. 

In the 1960’s, the South Carolina State Council started to grow. 
· 1960’s – Four new councils. (10 councils)
· 1970’s – Thirteen new councils. (23 councils)
· 1980’s – Sixteen new councils. (39 councils)
· 1990’s – Sixteen new councils. (55 councils)
· 2000’s – Six new councils. (61 councils)
· 2010’s – Five new councils. (66 councils)
· 2020’s – Three new councils. (69 councils)

It is noted on the downside; five councils have become inactive and were merged with neighboring councils. We presently have sixty-four (64) active councils and no inactive councils in the South Carolina Jurisdiction.

Thomas M. Monahon, PSD, FVSM
SC State Council Historian
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