Sunday Worship — October 4 927

Prelude
Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before
examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of
salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made

us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Led
by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen.

Opening Hymn —The Church’s One Foundation #654 (red hymnal), #369 (green) vs. 1, 3 & 5

1. The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; she is his new creation by water and the
word. From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; with his own blood he bought
her, and for her life he died.

3. Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed, by schisms rent asunder, by
heresies distressed, yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: "How long?" And soon
the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

5. Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, and mystic sweet communion with those
whose rest is won. Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace, that we, like saints
before us, may see you face to face.

Prayer of the Day

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know
those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

[Jesus said to the people:] *3“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard,
put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and
went to another country. >*When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect
his produce. **But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. **Again
he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. ¥’Finally he sent his son
to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” #¥But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves,
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” *¥So they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. **Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” “'They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to
other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” #Jesus said to them, “Have you never
read in the scriptures:



‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is
amazing in our eyes’? “*Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given
to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. **The one who falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” **When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his
parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. **They wanted to arrest him, but they feared
the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

Sermon
Jesus Loves Me! #595

1. Jesus loves me! this | know, for the Bible tells me so; little ones to him belong, they are weak, but
he is strong.

Refrain: Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.

2. Jesus loves me! he who died heaven's gates to open wide; he will wash away my sin, let his little
child come in. Refrain

3. Jesus loves me! he will stay close beside me all the way; when at last | come to die, he will take
me home on high. Refrain

Prayers

Holy Communion

Post Communion Blessing

If You But Trust in God to Guide You #769 (red hymnal), #453 (green)

1. If you but trust in God to guide you with gentle hand through all your ways, you'll find that God is
there beside you when crosses come, in trying days. Trust then in God's unchanging love; build on
the rock that will not move.

2. What gain is there in anxious weeping, in helpless anger and distress? If you are in your Savior's
keeping, in sorrow will he love you less? For Christ who took for you a cross will bring you safe
through ev'ry loss.

3. The Lord our restless hearts is holding, in peace and quietness content. We rest in God's good
will unfolding, what wisdom from on high has sent. God, who has chosen us by grace, knows very
well the fears we face.

4. Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving, offer your service faithfully. Trust heaven's word;
though undeserving, you'll find this promise true to be. This is our confidence indeed: God never
fails in time of need.

Benediction
Announcements

Postlude



