Sunday Worship — November 15 FM 927

Waiting for..love

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love
endures forever. Amen. Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God
desires. Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have
gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been
Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in
the light of Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free—
free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened

in God’s love, * comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Opening Hymn — O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #257 (red hymnal), #34 (green), vs. 1 & 7

1. Ocome, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the
Son of God appear.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

7. 0O come, O King of nations, come, O Cornerstone that binds in one: refresh the hearts that long
for you; restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. Show us your gift of love in new ways so that we might serve
you more faithfully. We pray this in your holy name. Amen.

Kids’ Sermon
Candle Lighting

Gospel Hymn — God Came Down #253 sing twice
1. God came down that we may have love; God came down that we may have love; God came
down that we may have love; hallelujah forevermore.

Scripture: 1 John 4:7-12

"Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. °God’s love was revealed
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. °1n this is
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. 1 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. *2No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.



Sermon
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers #244 (red hymnal), #25 (green), vs. 2 & 3

2. The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; go forth as he approaches with
alleluias clear. The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. Arise, O heirs of glory;
the bridegroom is at hand.

3. The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff'rings bore, shall live and reign forever when
sorrow is no more. Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; in triumph cast before
him their diadems of gold.

Prayers of the People

Holy Communion

Benediction

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn #242 vs. 1 & 2

1. Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning. Sing out your joy, for soon
he is born, behold! the Child of our longing. Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts
together, he opens wide the heav'nly door and lives now inside us forever.

2. Tous, toall in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a-singing, his humble song is quiet and near,
yet fills the earth with its ringing; music to heal the broken soul and hymns of lovingkindness, the
thunder of his anthems roll to shatter all hatred and blindness.
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