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Sunday Worship Schedule

9:00 a.m. Worship
with Holy Communion on 1st, 3rd,
and 5th Sundays

10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
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June 2024 East Union Lutheran Church
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday
Pastor Bryant’s Office 1
Hours:
Mon—Wed 8:30am-Noon
Darcy’s Office Hours:
Tues & Thurs 9am-2pm
2 “Bending the Rules” 3 4 5 6 7 8
Grad Sunday 10am Bible Study
9am Worship-Communion 5
10am _nm__0<<um:€ 6220pmiSoftoall
10am Youth & Ed Meeting
Q “Called Crazy” 10 11 12 13 14 15
9am Worship 1pm Quilting 10am Bible Study | 8:30am Card Ministry
10am Fellowship Group
10am Outreach Meeting 7pm Dahlgren
Township Mtg
8:40pm Softball
16 “Unstoppable” 17 18 19 20 21 22
9am Worship-Communion 10am Bible Study
10am Fellowship 7:30pm Softball | 6:30pm Council
Meeting
23 “Who Is This” 24 25 26 27 28 29
9am Worship 1pm Quilting 10am Bible Study
10am Fellowship Group

8:40pm Softball

30 <“The Small Catechism”

8:50am Hymn Sing
9am Worship-Communion
10am Fellowship
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Words from Pastor Bryant

Dear disciples,

Mosquitoes! Humidity! Storms! Oh my! Summer is knocking down the door—someway,
somehow it’s here. One of the brilliant things that summer brings with it—besides warm and
sunny weather—is an opportunity to pause and dig deep.

How so? Well, with Lent and Easter in the rearview and Advent and Christmas distant
dreams we’re left in this in between space in our church calendar. However, this gives us a
chance to do so digging and exploring—so that’s exactly what we're going to do this summer!

Starting at the end of this month and running through mid-September, we’re going to be
opening the pages of Luther’s Small Catechism. What is a catechism you ask? In short, it’s a
teaching—for our purposes here, a teaching of faith through the Lutheran lens. Found within
its short pages are explanations of the Ten Commandments, Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer,
Baptism, and Communion.

I'm a firm believer that before you build the roof of a house, you need to lay the foundation (I
suspect I might not be the only one who holds to this principle). So it is with our faith lives.
I'm also a firm believer in asking the electrician questions about what they’re doing as they fix
things up or the plumber or the contractor—whoever might be peeling back the facade of my
house and looking deep at its core and foundation—I want to see what it is they’re looking at
and doing—even if I don’t always fully understand exactly what it is they’re doing.

This is Luther’s Small Catechism. It peels back our faith lives and regrounds us so that when
we hear the words “baptism” and “communion” we can put words to them. It equips us to un-
derstand why we should look at our neighbor’s actions through the best possible light
(explanation of the 8th commandment) and reminds us that it is only because of the Holy
Spirit that we are able to say “yes!” to Jesus (explanation to the third article of the Apostles’
Creed).

We will dust off our catechisms not because ycu, dear reader, need a refresher—I'm quite
positive we all know the definitive answers to, “What does baptism mean?” and “What is
communion?” and “What is the Holy Spirit?” and “What does the gth commandment mean?”

Instead, we open up this concise explanation of our faith lives as a way to reground our faith
and explore what it’s built upon—so that in this way when we encounter truly complicated
theologies or unwieldy situations in life we have a sure and steady foundation from which to
provide Jesus’ grace, forgiveness, and love not only for the world, but for ourselves.

I look forward to returning to our roots as we see how we're grounded in faith so that we
would be set free to be beacons of Jesus’ light and love to all the world!

Peace,

Pastor Bryant
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June Theme

Our theme for this month is Showtime. Throughout June, we will witness Jesus'
ministry for the world God so loves. A ministry that includes calming of storms, heal-
ing of the sick, faith the size of mustard seeds--and all of it in unexpected and surpris-
ing ways! Together, we move out into the world as Jesus' hands and feet in service to
our neighbors both near and far!

Bible Study

Bible Study continues every Tuesday morning at 10 a.m. in the Parish
Center. All are welcome!

Graduation Sunday

Join us on Sunday, June 2nd as we honor our High School Graduates Savannah Berg,
Alex Haas, Cassandra Mattson & Cole Trimbo and College Graduate Abby Lundquist
during worship and celebrate with cake during fellowship.

Church Softball League

Softball season is here, and we are looking for players available Monday nights to play
in Chaska. Friendly competition with other local churches. League is men and women
ages 13+. Come cheer on The East Union Steeple People! June schedule is:

June 3rd at 6:20pm, June 10th at 8:40pm, June 17th at 7:30pm, June 24th at 8:40pm.

Outreach & Evangelism Committee

We are looking for more members with ideas for the Outreach Committee. If you are
interested, please talk with LuAnn Haas, Cheryl Hubbard or Connie Beck. The Out-
reach Committee will meet on June gt after worship.

Card Ministry Team
The Card Ministry Team is here for anyone in need of Christ’s love through
a card. The Team will meet on June 12th at 8:30am.

East Union Lutheran Church | East Union Epistle | June 2024



Vacation Bible School

Mark your calendars! East Union VBS will be held from 7/22 thru
_ 7/25, Mon-Thurs from 9am-3pm. Grades K-5th grade are eligible,
/= noregistration fee. Volunteers are needed, please call the church
&4 office or sign up on the clipboard on Sundays if you can help. Reg-
istration forms are available, please return them to the church office
by July 1st. Space is limited, please register soon!

School Supply Give & Take Event

We are hosting our 2nd Annual School Supply Give & Take Event on Saturday, July
27th from 8am-Noon. We are looking for donations of new school supplies and new
or gently used backpacks. Donations may be dropped off at church in the shopping
cart by the library after worship on Sundays or Monday—Thursday from gam-Noon.
Thank you!

Looking Into the Future:

+ September 15—Rally Sunday & Potluck

+ October 5th—Gathering Thru Fellowship
+ October 26th—Trunk N Treat Event

+ November 3rd—Fall Dinner

May Day Flower Delivery
Good to see Rita and Lois together!
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Thank you!

A huge thank you to our plant sale team who worked hard get-

ting ready for our amazing plant sale. We are grateful for all

your work, donations, joy, and dedication to our church fami-

ly. Also, thank you to all who donated plants and baked goods &0{/‘
for our sale!

“Dear East Union Congregation and Council,

On Easter Sunday, the offering for the day was given to the East Union/Love INC tow-
el ministry. How truly grateful and blessed we are to be a part of such a generous and
loving congregation! Over $800 was given, and now the towel ministry is in a very
good place. Thank you to all of you!!

Sincerely, The Towel Ministry Team:
Ann Decker, Tami Johnson, Kyle and Laurie Bakkum, Gordon Decker

Thank you to Larry, Paul, Rick & Daryl for cleaning up the Parsonage yard. Itlooks
wonderful!

Church Directory

Thank you to everyone who had your photo taken for our new church directory! If you
were unable to have your photo taken and would still like to be in the directory, please
submit your photo by June 15th. There is an administrative cost of $15, you will re-
ceive a directory. There will be no charge to our Assisted Living Residents. Please
email your photo or drop off your photograph to the church office. Vertical wallet or
4x6 photo works the best. Thank you.

Seed Packets

, Weare looking for donations of seed packets to be handed out at the
Carver Steamboat Days parade in September. Please bring your dona-
tions to the basket in the Parish Center.

Newsletter Help
We are looking for someone to help find interesting content or tidbits for the monthly
newsletter. Please email the church office if you are interested.
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Meetings

If you have any on-going meetings at the church, please let the
office know so it can be added to the church calendars. We
want to make sure everyone knows when meetings are hap-
pening and to prevent double bookings. Thanks.

Heritage Scholarship Fund

Congratulations to our East Union Lutheran Church high school seniors! We wish
them well as they begin the next step in their life journey. We received two essays for
this year’s $1,000 scholarship. The Youth and Education Committee reviews these es-
says (without names attached) and decide on a winner. Please join us on Sunday,
June 2nd to celebrate our outstanding seniors.

The Heritage Scholarship Fund was created in late 1999 at East Union Lutheran
Church and each year since our graduating high school seniors have had the oppor-
tunity to win $1,000 towards their continuing education. Each year’s recipient’s name
is added to a plaque hanging in the Parish Center.

The scholarship is currently funded through donations from our members. Thank you
to everyone who has donated to this worthy cause over the years! Your donations are
greatly appreciated and will help ensure the continuation of our program.

Honor Guard Memorial Day Service

Despite the light rain and huge mosquitoes, there where quite a few people who came
out to participate in this year’s Honor Guard Memorial Day Service. Thank you to the
Chaska American Legion for leading our service. Breakfast was served to 55 people
and the free will offering raised $200 for the food shelf. Thanks to all you attended.
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Spring 2024 Listening Session

On April 20, several members of East Union gathered to share their thoughts around
our church family. The purpose was not to provide any solutions but to listen and have
a better understanding of how our church is meeting the spiritual needs of our com-
munity. The church council led small tables and asked what brought people to East
Union Lutheran Church, what keeps them here, what ministries are we doing well and
where could we improve, and what are some of the concerns of the surrounding com-
munity and how can we engage? A recap of thoughts is below.

While many members were “born into the church” or “married into the church,” over-
whelming, new members are attracted to the small church environment, where you
are familiar with those who attend. In addition, East Union church members are very
welcoming, friendly, and create a sense of community.

One of the strengths of the church is Pastor Bryant. He is approachable and has had
an immediate impact on the congregation with his engaging sermons, bible studies,
and asking the younger people to help acolyte. In addition, our ministries (especially
towel and card ministries), our fellowship, having the service available online, and
how easy it is to become involved in the church (more on that later). We have a lot of
outreaches within the community including the Trunk or Treat, annual plant sale, in-
volvement in the Steamboat Days parade, and our annual spaghetti and fall dinners.
One of the areas that members would like to see grow is the youth program.

We learned that within Carver County, the population growth will increase nearly tri-
ple that of neighboring counties over the next 20-years. A large demographic in this
growth projection is the 65+ population and households with no children. A discus-
sion on what our congregation can do to help service this growth and provide to the
needs of our changing demographics.

While the focus was not to produce all the solutions, there was a focus on how we get
our name out to the community and continue to create the warm welcoming commu-
nity that is loved by our congregation for 166+ years.

Next Steps: The church council will continue to work to create and grow in our mis-
sion statement (A Wellspring of Faith, Hope, and Love). We all have an opportunity to
continue this mission. If you haven’t already done so, please take time to complete the
time and talent sheet (one for each member, including kids) to show where you would
like to contribute. You don’t need to join a committee, and we all have talents that we
can share (whether helping to lead a small group discussion, speaking on a topic, as-
sisting with the church service, or playing a musical instrument. Return these on Sun-
day morning in the offering plate, or email or drop them of at the church office. Our
Outreach and Evangelism committee is open to your ideas. If you have ideas or you’d
like to help participate in any of our outreach activities, please indicate that on the
time and talent sheet.
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%%East Union Lutberan Church

2024 Time and Talent Property

We have each been blessed with unique talents — Serve on property committee
and passions. God calls us to use our gifts to — SeFVe on cemetery comrmttee .
serve God and our neighbors. Prayerfully —Serve on care and creation committee

consider how God is calling you to use your gifts — HEIP.W'th general 'mamtenance & upkeep
and time in our East Union ministry. _ Prov!de skilled as.ﬂstanc.e (plumbing, etc.)
____Provide landscaping assistance

Please complete one sheet for each person in —_
your household. Return through offering plate

or at church office. Outreach and Evangelism
____Serve on outreach and evangelism committee
Finance and Stewardship ___ Assist with marketing

____Assist with Facebook page

___ Assist with website

____Assist with outreach programs (blood drive, back
to school kits, etc.)

__Assist with card ministry

___Assist with towel ministry

___ Assist with annual plant sale

____Serve on finance committee
___ Assist with tracking/counting offering
___Internal Audit

Worship and Music

___Serve on worship and music committee
____Become a lector

____Serve on Altar Guild

____Join hand chimes choir

____Join adult choir

____Provide special music

____Assist with seasonal decorating —
____Usher

___Run AV during church service Add your own talents

Administrative
___ General office support (as needed)
____Become a member of church council

Youth and Education —
____Serve on youth and education committee —
___ Assist/teach Sunday School —_
___ Assist with Vacation Bible School —
___ Assist/lead adult bible study

___ Assist/participate in youth programs

____Assist with the spaghetti dinner

___Assist with spaghetti dinner silent auction

Name:

Food and Fellowship

___Serve on food and fellowship committee
___Assist with ice cream social

____Assist with fall dinner

____Assist in serving at funerals

Phone Number:

Email:




Recipes

LEMON POPPY SEED POUND CAKE—submitted by Barb Steers

CAKE GLAZE

3 cups flour 1 cup powdered sugar

2 cups sugar 1-2 tablespoons lemon juice
Y4 cup poppy seed

1 cup butter, softened

1 cup buttermilk *

4 eggs

/2 teaspoon baking soda

1/2 teaspoon baking powder

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/> teaspoon vanilla

4 teaspoons grated lemon peel

Heat oven to 325. In large mixer bowl, combine all cake ingredients. Beat at low speed,
scraping bowl often, until all ingredients are moistened. Beat at high speed, scraping bowl
often, until smooth (1 to 2 minutes). Pour into greased and floured 12 cup Bundt pan or 10-
inch tube pan. Bake for 55 to 65 minutes or until wooden pick inserted in center comes out
clean. Cool 10 minutes; remove from pan. Cool completely. In small bowl, stir together
powdered sugar and lemon juice until smooth. Drizzle over cake.

« 1tablespoon vinegar plus enough milk to equal 1 cup can be substituted
for 1 cup buttermilk.

DREAM BARS—submitted by Janet Schultz
1/2 c. shortening (part butter)

1/2 c¢. brown sugar

1 c. flour

Mix shortening & br. sugar well. Stir in flour. Press into a greased 9"x13"x2" pan. Bake 10
minutes in a 350 degree oven. Spread with Topping and bake 20-25 minutes until brown.
Cool. Makes 2-1/2 dozen.

Topping:

2 eggs, well beaten 1 Tbsp. baking powder
1 ¢. brown sugar 1/2 tsp. salt

1 tsp. vanilla 1 ¢c. coconut

2 Tbsp. flour 1 ¢. nuts (optional)

Mix eggs, br. sugar & vanilla. Mix with flour, b.p. & salt. Stir in coconut & nuts. Spread over
crust layer & continue to bake as above.
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Recipes—continued

RHUBARB DREAM BARS—submitted by Jamie Scott

Shortbread Crust

2 C. Flour

3/4 C. Powdered Sugar
1 C. Butter

Filling

4 Eggs

2 C. Sugar

1/2 C. Flour

11/2 tsp Salt

4 Cups Chopped Rhubarb

Instructions

1. Preheat Oven to 350 Degrees
2. Chop Rhubarb and Set Aside
3. Mix shortbread crust ingredients together well. (flour, sugar & butter)
Press into greased (I use butter) 9x13 pan. Bake for 15 mins and remove from oven.

4. While the crust is baking, beat together the filing ingredients (eggs, sugar, flour &
salt). Stir in the Rhubarb.

5. Spoon the filling mixture onto crust. Bake 45 minutes. You may need to bake longer
until filling sets up.

6. Cool before cutting and serving.
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Join us for Vacation Bible School!!
July 22nd—July 25th, 9am-3pm

Grades K-5th grade are eligible, no registration
fee. Please email registration forms to the church office
by July 1st (eastunionlc@gmail.com).

Space is limited, please register soon!
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Supply List for VBS

We are looking for supplies for Vacation Bible School. If you can donate any of the
following items, please email Mel Simonson at melinasimonson@gmail.com.

*

*

*

*

*

Name badges

2 bright flashlights

cellophane (not red, and enough to have
four layers over the flashlights)

8 ounce plastic cups (we are going to need

around 70 of them)

8 plastic container with large openings such
as empty animal cracker containers or large

mixed nuts containers
several packages of regular balloons
salt packets-at least 10
About 20 disposable bottles of water
ketchup packets -at least 10
1 box of cotton swabs
large disposable lasagna pan
5 gallon bucket
wide mouth jar
3 to 4 spray bottles
Removeable Sticky note flags
many blankets or rugs for kids to sit on
a couple of packages of toilet paper
soft foam ball
orange caution cone
5 to 7 bags of small water balloons
1 pkg of sturdy plastic spoons
1 beach ball
two large plastic bowls
30 ping pong balls

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

gallon buckets (3)

3 hula hoops

7 to 10 pool noodles
4 large bedsheets

8 pillow cases

orange, red, green, and yellow
crepe paper streamers, purple
will need 8 rolls of the purple)

large box fan

two 10 x 25 foot rolls of black
plastic

several disposable blue
tablecloths

2 folding clothes racks

imitation fruit

imitation rock

5 large beach towels

old fashioned bell

party horn

large clear plastic tub

bowling ball weighing 8 1bs or
less

Jesus costume
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VBS Registration Form

! East Union Lutheran Church
Ak Vacation Bible School Registration

Form 2024

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the
kingdom of heaven” Matthew 19:14

East Union VBS will be held from July 22nd thru July 25th, Mon-Thurs from 9am-
3pm. Grades K-5th grade are eligible, no registration fee. Volunteers are needed.

Please bring registration form to East Union Lutheran Church by July 1st. You may
also email the completed form to eastunionlc@gmail.com or mail it to:
East Union Lutheran Church
15180 County Road 40
PO Box 283
Carver, MN 55315

Please contact the Youth & Education Committee if you have any questions or if you
would like to volunteer. Thank you!

God bless you and your family!

East Union Lutheran Church | East Union Epistle | June 2024



VBS Registration Form—cont’d

Are you members of East Union Lutheran Church?
Are you interested in learning more about becoming members? Y or N

Child’s name:

Birthdate: Age & grade:
Baptized? (Y or N)

Please list any allergies, dietary or special
needs:

Child’s name:

Birthdate: Age & grade:
Baptized? (Y or N)

Please list any allergies, dietary or special
needs:

Child’s name:

Birthdate: Age & grade:
Baptized? (Y or N)

Please list any allergies, dietary or special
needs:

Child’s name:

Birthdate: Age & grade:
Baptized? (YorN)___

Please list any allergies, dietary or special
needs:

Name of parent(s) or adult contact:

Address:

Telephone: Email:

Name of parent{s) or adult contact:

Address:

Telephone: Email:

Volunteers/helpers needed
Would you like to volunteer? yes

__no

Consent to use photos or video for VBS/church purpose yes

Signature:
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VBS Registration Form—cont’d

East Union Lutheran Church
Accident Waiver and Release of Liability

The undersigned parent/legal guardian hereby gives permission to East Union Lu-
theran Church, for their child to take part in
the East Union Lutheran Church Sunday School program and related events.

Should my child require immediate or emergency medical care while engaged in an
activity sponsored by East Union Lutheran Church, in my absence, I hereby grant
East Union Lutheran Church authority to release my child for medical treatment to
such medical personnel as East Union Lutheran Church determines appropriate un-
der the circumstances.

In consideration for the privilege of allowing my child to participate in the above-
named activity, I agree to release and hold harmless East Union Lutheran Church, its
officers and agents, from any liability to or responsibility for bodily injury, damage or
illness to the above-identified child while participating in any youth athletic or social
activity which may be directly or indirectly sponsored by East Union Lutheran
Church. Further, I agree to indemnify and hold harmless East Union Lutheran
Church, its officers and agents with respect to any claim asserted by or on behalf of
my child as a result of bodily injury, illness or damage.

Please read carefully, this permission slip is a legal document which in-
cludes release of liability and indemnification.

Date Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian

Emergency Contact:

Emergency Phone Number:

Second Emergency Contact:

Second Emergency Contact Phone Number:
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