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Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. Worship

with Holy Communion on 1st, 3rd,
and 5th Sundays

10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship




July 2024

East Union Lutheran Church

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
Pastor Bryant’s Office 1 2 w m_. m @
Hours: 7:30pm Softball | 10am Bible Study | 5pm VBS Planning
Mon—Wed 8:30am-Noon Meeting
Darcy’s Office Hours:
Tues & Thurs 9am-2pm
7 “Honor and Trust” 8 0 10 11 12 13
9am Worship-Communion 1pm Quilting 10am Bible Study | 8:30am Card
10am Fellowship Group 1-7pm Blood Ministry
6:20pm Softball | Drive
7pm Dahlgren 6:30pm Proper-
Township Mtg ty/Cemetery Mtg
14 “Our Neighbor” 15 16 17 18 19 20
9am Worship 6:20pm Softball | 10am Bible Study
10am Fellowship 8:40pm Softball
10am Outreach Meeting
10am Parish Center Re-
served for Abraham/Olson
Family
21 “God & Creation” 22 23 24 25 26 27
9am Worship-Communion Carolyn Burfield 5pm-8pm 8-10am Bring
10am Fellowship Burial Bring items in items in
6:20pm Softball for Give & Take | 9am-Noon
Event School Supply
Give & Take Event
«<—— Vacation Bible School ——
28 “Jesus & Redemption” 290 30 31

9am Worship
10am Fellowship

8:40pm Softball

10am Bible Study
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Words from Pastor Bryant

Dear disciples,

With the 4th of July right around the corner, I can’t help but think of one such celebra-
tion from years ago. Back when I was a kid, we lit off fireworks—not the kind that will
keep my dogs and kids up in the next few days—but instead ones that were just enough
to make for a fun summer’s evening.

I recall one in particular was a vehicle of some type—if I recall correctly, it was a tank.
This tank did the usual firework things of lighting up and sending sparks flying. But, it
also was supposed to drive along the ground. And that all made sense—back then and
now. When we apply labels to things we usually expect them to behave in the manner
we’ve assigned to them: a firework lights up and a vehicle moves along the ground.

So, with all that in mind, the fuse was lit and the anticipation built as we waited for it
to start doing its thing—mainly, light up and start moving. And that it did. However,
for that specific moment I hadn’t backed up too far because I figured this tank wasn’t
supposed to explode or do anything too harmful—I just wanted to watch it move along
the ground.

What I wasn’t expecting was for it to move over my head. This firework managed to
not only move along the ground, but that night it also decided to fly. That tank went
from the ground, to over my family’s head, all while sparks shot out of it.

I was looking down at that thing when I should’ve been looking up. And I was only
looking down because I had made an assumption about that firework: That it wouldn’t
fly and explode over my head. I can tell you, I'll never light one of those fireworks that
only travels along the ground without thinking: This thing might fly.

Such it is with our faith lives. Perhaps we’ve put labels on ourselves—that the gifts and
skills we’'ve been given put us in a box. Whether at church, at home, or out in the com-
munity. That the labels we put on ourselves keep us confined to what we think we can

do versus what the Holy Spirit is calling us to do.

In fact, I’'d argue that the sky’s the limit when it comes to how the Holy Spirit can oper-
ate in our lives. If only we would look beyond the labels we’ve placed on ourselves and
allow the label that Jesus has placed on us—child of God—to take root in our lives.
What an incredible thing it is to burst open the doors of our faith lives so that we
would walk, run, and fly to the ends of this earth.

When we expect the unexpected, the Holy Spirit will show up and send us forth in in-
credible and amazing ways as, together, we proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ!

Peace,
Pastor Bryant
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July Theme

Our theme for this month is Luther's Small Catechism. Throughout July and Au-
gust, we will begin peeling back the pages of Luther's Small Catechism. Included with-
in its pages are the 10 Commandments, the Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and Lu-
ther's thoughts on baptism and communion. Together, we'll uncover the roots of our
faith lives so that we will be set free to proclaim Jesus to all the world!

Bible Study

Bible Study continues every Tuesday morning at 10 a.m. in the Parish
Center. All are welcome! We will not meet on July 23rd due to
Vacation Bible School.

COME JOIN OUR

VBS Planning Meeting
Our next Vacation Bible School planning meeting is July 3rd at 5pm in the Parish Cen-
ter. Please join us if you would like to help with VBS!

Church Softball League

Come cheer on The East Union Steeple People. Games are played at Lion’s Park in
Chaska. July schedule is: July 1st at 7:30pm, July 8th at 6:20pm, July 15th at 6:20pm
& 8:40pm, July 22nd at 6:20pm and July 29th at 8:40pm.

Red Cross Blood Drive

Would you like to save a life? Join us and the Red Cross on Tuesday, July 9 from 1-
7 p-m. in the Parish Center to do just that by giving blood! Sign-up
on the Red Cross's website: https://www.redcrossblood.org/
give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=eulc

If you've never given blood before, have no fear! The donation pro-
cess is painless and once you've given you'll receive a couple snacks
as a tasty reward! We're looking forward to hosting the Red Cross as together we save
lives!
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Card Ministry Team

The Card Ministry Team is here for anyone in need of Christ’s love through
a card. The Team will meet on July 10th at 8:30am. Please let the church
office know if you are a veteran.

Outreach & Evangelism Committee

We are looking for more members with ideas for the Outreach Committee. If you are
interested, please talk with LuAnn Haas, Cheryl Hubbard or Connie Beck. The Out-
reach Committee will meet on July 14t after worship.

Vacation Bible School

* East Union VBS will be held from 7/22 thru 7/25, Mon-Thurs from
/" gam-3pm. Grades K-5th grade are eligible, no registration fee. Vol-
~ unteers are needed, please call the church office or sign up on the
% clipboard on Sundays if you can help. Registration forms are availa-
ble, please return them to the church office by July 1st. Space is lim-
ited, please register soon!

If anyone would like to make a monetary donation to VBS to help with supplies &
food, we would appreciate it. Please talk to Mel is you have any questions.

School Supply Give & Take Event

We are hosting our 2nd Annual School Supply Give & Take Event on Saturday, July
27th from 9gam-Noon. We are looking for donations of new school supplies and new
or gently used backpacks. Donations may be dropped off at church in the shopping
cart by the library after worship on Sundays or Monday—Thursday from gam-Noon.
You can also bring items in on Friday, July 26th from 5pm-8pm and Saturday, July
27th from 8am-10am. Thank you!

Looking Into the Future:

+ September 15—Rally Sunday & Potluck
+ October 5th—Gathering Thru Fellowship
¢ October 26th—Trunk N Treat Event

+ November 3rd—Fall Dinner
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Sunday School Teacher
We are looking for a Sunday School Teacher this Fall. Please talk to Mel
Simonson if you are interested or have questions.

=»Seed Packets

We are looking for donations of seed packets to be handed out at the
Carver Steamboat Days parade in September. Please bring your dona-
tions to the basket in the Parish Center.

Meetings

If you have any on-going meetings at the church, please let the office know so it can be
added to the church calendars. We want to make sure everyone knows when meetings
are happening and to prevent double bookings. Thanks.

Fourth of July Fireworks In Carver County

Chaska: Fireworks at dusk at McKnight Park, 10:00 p.m.
free, bring a chair or a blanket

Chanhassen: Fireworks at Lake Ann at 10:00 p.m.
parade, kids' activities, carnival, food, live music, and more.

Waconia: Fireworks at Lake Waconia at 10:00 p.m.

July Fourth Trivia Facts

1. Three U.S. presidents died on July 4: Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and James
Monroe. Jefferson and Adams died within hours of each other on the same July 4,
1826. Calvin Coolidge was the president who was born on July 4, 1872.

2. July 4 was not made an official federal holiday until 1870.

3. Every year on July 4, descendants of the Declaration of Independence signers tap
the Liberty Bell 13 times. This tradition was created as a way to honor the original
13 colonies. The bell hasn’t been rung since 1846 when it was rung on George
Washington’s birthday in Feb., 1846 and a major crack appeared on the bell

4. Coney Island hosts a famous hot dog-eating contest every July 4t at Nathan’s Fa-
mous Hotdogs. Joey Chestnut currently holds the record title for eating 76 hot
dogs and buns in 2021. Mr. Chestnut is not going to appear at the 2024 event.

5. There have been 27 different versions of the U.S.A. flag.
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This Month in History
July 1, 1862 Abraham Lincoln signed the first income tax bill. Also on
this day, the Bureau of Internal Revenue was established by

an Act of Congress. 4

July 1, 1863 This was the day of the beginning of the Battle of Gettysburg during
the Civil War.
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July 4, 1776 The Declaration of Independence was approved by the Continental
Congress.

July 15, 1606 Dutch painter Rembrandt van Rijn was born in Leiden, Hol-
land. Best known for painting The Night Watch.

July 16, 1969 The Apollo 11 Lunar landing mission began with a liftoff from Ken-
nedy Space Center at 9:37 a.m.

July 20,1969  Neill Armstrong took his first step onto the moon. He g
proclaimed, “That’s one small step for man, one giant &
leap for mankind.”

July 20, 1919 Birthday of explorer Sir Edmund Hillary. He was the first man to as-
cend Mount Everest, the highest mountain in the world at 29,023
feet.

July 27, 1953 The Korean War ended with the signing of an armistice by U.S. and
North Korea delegates.

July 31, 1790 The U.S. Patent Office first opened its doors. The first U.S. patent
was issued to Samuel Hopkins of Vermont for a new method of
making pearlash and potash. The patent was signed by George
Washington and Thomas Jefferson.

Thank You!

A special thank you to Linda Johnson for volunteering to find ‘fun facts’ each month
for the newsletter! She is doing an amazing job!!
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TOOLS FOR LEARNING

School Supply/Community
Give & Take Event

July 26-27, 2024

East Union Lutheran Church
15180 County Road 40, Carver

GIVE items on Friday, July 26™ from 5pm-8pm &
Saturday, July 27™ from 8am-10am

TAKE what you need on Saturday, July 27™ from
9am-Noon. No cost!

NEW _SCHOOL SUPPLIES:

e f ‘
=) Pencils Backpacks (gently used ok)

Crayons (" O
"
Szl
Markers = AND..
=

A

Notebooks “

Post-Its, Folders, Gluesticks, Water Colors, Dry Erase Markers,
Scissors, Headphones, Pencil Boxes, Rulers
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Join us for Vacation Bible School!!
July 22nd—July 25th, 9gam-3pm

Grades K-5th grade are eligible, no registration
fee. Please email registration forms to the church office
by July 1st (eastunionlc@gmail.com).

Space is limited, please register soon!
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VBS Registration Form

I East Union Lutheran Church
)N Vacation Bible School Registration
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“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the
kingdom of heaven” Matthew 19:14

East Union VBS will be held from July 22nd thru July 25th, Mon-Thurs from gam-
3pm. Grades K-5th grade are eligible, no registration fee. Volunteers are needed.

Please bring registration form to East Union Lutheran Church by July 1st. You may
also email the completed form to eastunionlc@gmail.com or mail it to:
East Union Lutheran Church
15180 County Road 40
PO Box 283
Carver, MN 55315

Please contact the Youth & Education Committee if you have any questions or if you
would like to volunteer. Thank you!

God bless you and your family!
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VBS Registration Form—cont’d

Are you members of East Union Lutheran Church?

Are you interested in learning more about becoming members? Y or N

Child’s name: Child’s name:

Birthdate: Age & grade: Birthdate: Age & grade:
Baptized? (YorN)___ Baptized? (YorN)___

Please list any allergies, dietary or special Please list any allergies, dietary or special
needs: needs:

Child’s name: Child’s name:

Birthdate: Age & grade: Birthdate: Age & grade:
Baptized? (YorN)___ Baptized? (YorN)__

Please list any allergies, dietary or special Please list any allergies, dietary or special
needs: needs:

Name of parent(s) or adult contact:

Address:

Telephone: Email:

Name of parent(s) or adult contact:

Address:

Telephone: Email:

Volunteers/helpers needed
Would you like to volunteer? yes __ no
Consent to use photos or video for VBS/church purpose __yes no

Signature:
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VBS Registration Form—cont’d

East Union Lutheran Church
Accident Waiver and Release of Liability

The undersigned parent/legal guardian hereby gives permission to East Union Lu-
theran Church, for their child to take part in
the East Union Lutheran Church Sunday School program and related events.

Should my child require immediate or emergency medical care while engaged in an
activity sponsored by East Union Lutheran Church, in my absence, I hereby grant
East Union Lutheran Church authority to release my child for medical treatment to
such medical personnel as East Union Lutheran Church determines appropriate un-
der the circumstances.

In consideration for the privilege of allowing my child to participate in the above-
named activity, I agree to release and hold harmless East Union Lutheran Church, its
officers and agents, from any liability to or responsibility for bodily injury, damage or
illness to the above-identified child while participating in any youth athletic or social
activity which may be directly or indirectly sponsored by East Union Lutheran
Church. Further, I agree to indemnify and hold harmless East Union Lutheran
Church, its officers and agents with respect to any claim asserted by or on behalf of
my child as a result of bodily injury, illness or damage.

Please read carefully, this permission slip is a legal document which in-
cludes release of liability and indemnification.

Date Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian

Emergency Contact:

Emergency Phone Number:

Second Emergency Contact:

Second Emergency Contact Phone Number:
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