Sunday Worship — September 20 927

Prelude
Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before
examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of
salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made

us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Led
by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen.

Opening Hymn — Great is Thy Faithfulness #733, vs. 1- 3

1. Greatis thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee; thou
changest not, thy compassions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies | see; all |
have needed thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses above join
with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Refrain

Prayer of the Day

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot
rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. *After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he
sent them into his vineyard. *When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace; “and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So
they went. *When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ®And about
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing
here idle all day? “They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” °When those hired about five o’clock
came, each of them received the usual daily wage.



“Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the
usual daily wage. *And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, ?saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and
the scorching heat.” 1*But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree
with me for the usual daily wage? “Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last the
same as | give to you. Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because | am generous?’ *So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Sermon
Will You Let Me Be Your Servant #659, vs. 1,3 & 5

1. Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? Pray that | may have the grace to let
you be my servant, too.
3. |will hold the Christ-light for you in the nighttime of your fear; | will hold my hand out to you,

speak the peace you long to hear.
5. Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? Pray that | may have the grace to let
you be my servant, too.

Prayers

Holy Communion

Post Communion Blessing

On Our Way Rejoicing #537 vs. 1 & 2

1. On our way rejoicing gladly let us go. Christ our Lord has conquered; vanquished is the foe.
Christ without, our safety; Christ within, our joy; who, if we be faithful, can our hope destroy?

Refrain: On our way rejoicing; as we forward move, hearken to our praises, O blest God of love!

2. Unto God the Father joyful songs we sing; unto God the Savior thankful hearts we bring; unto
God the Spirit bow we and adore, on our way rejoicing now and evermore. Refrain

Benediction
Announcements

Postlude



