Sunday Worship — September 13 927

Prelude
Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before
examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of
salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made

us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Led
by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen.

Opening Hymn — | Come with Joy #482 (red hymnal), not in green, vs. 1,3 & 5

1. |come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved, and free, the life of Jesus to recall in love laid down for
me, in love laid down for me.

3. As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. The love that made us, makes
us one, and strangers now are friends, and strangers now are friends.

5. Together met, together bound by all that God has done, we'll go with joy, to give the world the
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone
with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

Zpeter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often
should | forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-
seven times. 2>“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. 2When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was
brought to him; ®and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and
children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 2°So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” 2’And out of pity for him, the lord of that
slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you
owe.” ®Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay
you.” 3°But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 3*When his
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
lord all that had taken place. 3*Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! | forgave
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. #*Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as
| had mercy on you?’



3And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 3So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your
heart.”

Sermon
How Great Thou Art #856 (red hymnal), #532 (green) vs. 1 & 3

1. O Lord my God, when | in awesome wonder consider all the works thy hand hath made, | see the
stars, | hear the mighty thunder, thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed;

Refrain: Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, how great thou art! How great thou art! Then
sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, how great thou art! How great thou art!

3. But when | think that God, his Son not sparing, sent him to die, | scarce can take it in, that on the
cross my burden gladly bearing he bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain

Prayers

Holy Communion

Post Communion Blessing

On Our Way Rejoicing #537 (red hymnal), #260 (green) vs. 1 & 2

1. On our way rejoicing gladly let us go. Christ our Lord has conquered; vanquished is the foe.
Christ without, our safety; Christ within, our joy; who, if we be faithful, can our hope destroy?

Refrain: On our way rejoicing; as we forward move, hearken to our praises, O blest God of love!

2. Unto God the Father joyful songs we sing; unto God the Savior thankful hearts we bring; unto
God the Spirit bow we and adore, on our way rejoicing now and evermore. Refrain

Benediction
Announcements

Postlude



