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INSIDE... 

Deacon Ministry 

Organ Donor Awareness 

Family Fun Night 

Youth Group News 

Small Talk 

Birthdays, Poems and More! 

 

Sunday Schedule 
  9:00 am – Sunday School 

10:00 am – Worship 
 

Office Hours 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 
Church Staff 

 

Mark E. Baliles 
Pastor 

Susan Gallen 
Administrative Assistant 

Don Ziegler 
Custodian 

 
Kathy Moyer 

Wee Folk Director/Teacher 

Heather Thomsen 
Wee Folk Assistant Teacher 

 
 

 

"I’m Thankful for You" 
 

In this year’s November issue of Ripples, I want to take some time to express my 

gratitude for people—particularly for people who have been serving our church in 

various capacities.  I am thankful for Dennis Moyer, who is finishing his 2
nd

 term as 

our Moderator.  I am thankful for Don Moyer, who is finishing his 2
nd

 term as chair 

of our Stewards Ministry Team.  I am thankful for Noah Baliles, who stepped up in 

his 6
th
 year on the Worship Ministry Team and served as chair for the past year.   

I am thankful for those who have agreed to serve in their place over the next few 

years: Susan Wampler (Moderator), Bryce Mininger (Stewards Ministry Team 

chair), Sue Moyer and Darlene Ziegler (Worship Ministry Team co-chairs), and 

Cynthia Frankenfield (filling the previously empty position of Church Clerk). 

I’m thankful for those continuing on our Leadership Team: Kevin Bedell (Leadership 

Team chair), Chuck Kane (Witness Ministry Team chair), Donna Parcell and Sarah 

Duett (Nurture/Fellowship Team chairs), and CJ Anton (Church Treasurer).   

I am thankful for those who have served as Deacons this year, most of whom are 

continuing next year: Pat Bub (chair), Pam (co-chair) and Kevin Bedell, CJ Anton, 

Roy Feiss, Debbie and Rick Houck, Debbie and Chuck Kane, Dottie and Bryce 

Mininger, Cathy and Dennis Moyer, Sue and Don Moyer, and Cheryl Rostick.   

I am thankful for Bob Lane who will rejoin the team in January. 

I am thankful for our staff: Susan Gallen (Administrative Assistant), Don Ziegler 

(Custodian), CJ Anton (Treasurer), Natasha Edwards (Choir Director), Kathy Moyer 

(Wee Folk Director) and Heather Thomsen (Wee Folk Assistant). 

I’m thankful for those who have served as accompanists and vocalists for our praise 

teams, worship ensembles, and choir. I’m thankful for worship leaders.  I’m thankful 

for Dennis Duett, Chris McBreen, and Bob Lane (behind the scenes), along with a 

few others, who have served as technicians for our computer/video/audio needs.   

I’m thankful for so many other people: Ministry Team members, members of other 

teams and committees, nursery volunteers, Sunday school and Bible study teachers, 

and Donna Parcell and others serving with youth and children.  I am thankful for all 

who participate, give, serve, encourage, pray, visit, love, and care for one another.  I 

am thankful for all who seek to be and to live more and more like Jesus every day. 

And I am especially thankful for Reba, my wife and partner in all of life, who had no 

title this past year, but who loves and cares for the church and serves every year in so 

many of the categories named above. 

                                                          - Pastor Mark (Your partner in the journey)    

                                                        



 

 
 

“How To Be Thankful In All Things” 
 

By Cheryl Rostick 
 
Are you thankful no matter what? Look at the 
story of a man who had every right to be 
bitter—but wasn’t. 

The next footsteps in the corridor, he knew, 
might be those of the guards taking him 
away to his execution. His only bed was the 
hard, cold stone floor of the dank, cramped 
prison cell. Not an hour passed when he was 
free from the constant irritation of the chains 
and the pain of the iron manacles cutting into 
his wrists and legs. 

Separated from friends, unjustly accused, 
brutally treated—if ever a person had a right 
to complain, it was this man, languishing 
almost forgotten in a harsh Roman prison. 
But instead of complaints, his lips rang with 
words of praise and thanksgiving! 

The man was the Apostle Paul—a man 
who had learned the meaning of true 
thanksgiving, even in the midst of great 
adversity. Earlier, when he had been 
imprisoned in Rome, Paul wrote, “Sing and 
make music in your heart to the Lord, always 
giving thanks to God the Father for 
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Ephesians 5:19-20, NIV). 

Think of it: Always giving thanks for 
everything—no matter the circumstances! 
Thanksgiving for the Apostle Paul was not a 
once-a-year celebration, but a daily reality 
that changed his life and made him a joyful 
person in every situation. 

Thanksgiving—the giving of thanks—to God 
for all His blessings should be one of the 

most distinctive marks of the believer in 
Jesus Christ. We must not allow a spirit of 
ingratitude to harden our heart and chill our 
relationship with God and with others. 

Nothing turns us into bitter, selfish, 
dissatisfied people more quickly than an 
ungrateful heart. And nothing will do more to 
restore contentment and the joy of our 
salvation than a true spirit of thankfulness. 
Today, ingratitude and thanklessness are far 
too common. Children forget to thank their 
parents for all that they do. Common 
courtesy is scorned. We take for granted the 
ways that others help us. Above all, we fail to 
thank God for His blessings. An ungrateful 
heart is a heart that is cold toward God and 
indifferent to His mercy and love. It is a heart 
that has forgotten how dependent we are on 
God for everything. 
 
From one end of the Bible to the other, we 
are commanded to be thankful. In fact, 
thankfulness is the natural outflowing of a 
heart that is attuned to God. Why should we 
be thankful? Because God has blessed us, 
and we should be thankful for each blessing. 

*Thank God for the Material Blessings That 
He Gives You. 

*Thank God for the People in Your Life. 

*Thank God in the Midst of Trials and Even 
Persecution. 

*Thank God Especially for His Salvation in 
Jesus Christ. 

*Thank God for His Continued Presence and 
Power in Your Life. 
 

 
 



Organ Donor Awareness 
Event at Calvary Church 

 
On October 1st, we held a “tabling” event at 
Calvary Church’s Makers Market event.  The 
indoor event showcased area crafters 
displaying and selling their crafts such as 
wood-working crafts, sewing, jewelry and so 
on.  It was extremely well organized and the 
items on sale were all very nice.  This was 
the second time they have held the event.  
We had a large audience with over 2000 
attendees reported. 
 
Calvary has several members who need 
organs as well as several who have been 
donors.  In an effort to support them they 
had reached out to Gift of Life seeking 
representation to speak about organ 
donation.  When they were unable to 
arrange assistance from Gift of Life, our 
prior relationship with Paula Bywaters (who 
had spoken at our Kick-Off event) provided 
a critical connection.  Paula’s sister attends 
Calvary and through her we were contacted.  
We used our existing table setups from the 
narthex and literature we had accumulated 
for our table.  Our table was located in a 
high traffic area and we got to speak with a 
lot of people. 
 
The vast majority of those we spoke with 
reported being organ donors (having it on 
their driver’s license) which gave us a good 
starting point to discuss the importance of 
making sure your advance directive does not 
preclude maintaining your body to facilitate 
organ procurement, which can take several 
days from the time of brain death.  We also 
discussed the importance of making sure 
your entire family is aware of your feelings 
about organ donation so that if the situation 
arises, your precious organs don’t go to the 
grave because someone did not know your 
wishes.  Informing your loved ones of your 
wishes relieves them of having to make that 
decision at the worst possible time.  Several 
people we spoke to were under the mistaken 
idea that “they don’t want my organs” and 
hopefully we were able to convince them to 
sign up and let the experts decide what can 
and can’t be used.  

This whole event for us came together on 
short notice.  Shelby was there with me at 
the table all day.  Almost immediately after 
the announcement email went out, Don 
Moyer called me and offered his help.  We 
were grateful for Don’s help getting our table 
and materials into Calvary and set up.  Marie 
Hill also stepped up and called me shortly 
after the prayer chain call asking for help 
went out.  She helped man the table for 
several hours.  It meant a lot to Shelby and 
myself to have Marie and Don’s assistance. 
Joanna Shisler also came by for awhile as 
well.  You may remember Joanna from the 
ODA Kick-Off interview video we did with her 
and the woman she donated a kidney to.  We 
also had a woman from Calvary (Morgan) 
who had donated a kidney and a young man 
(Nick) who was a heart and liver recipient.   
We are hopeful to have planted a seed with 
Calvary that they may adopt our ODA 
Program model for their congregation. 
Shelby and I had a long rewarding day, but 
worth every minute. 
 
If you have any questions about organ 
donation, please reach out to anyone on our 
Team; Tish Grande, Chris McBreen, Donna 
Stevens, Shelby Winder, Cathy Zeller and 
myself. 

 
Bob Lane, ODA Team Leader 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

     “Family Fun Day” is actually a more 
accurate description!  This fall we decided to 
do something a little different and do an 
outdoor activity together.  We decided to 
meet at Lower Salford Park, affectionately 
known as “The Duck Pond” by 
some.  Marilla, Kira, Leyahna, and Micah, 
along with their accompanying adults, 
enjoyed a beautiful fall afternoon 
together.  The kids had fun on the 
playground while the adults enjoyed 
reconnecting.  A highlight was the girls trying 
to get their new dog to go down the 
slide!  After much persistence on everyone’s 
part they were successful.  We also visited 
with the ducks and had a nice walk around 
the pond.  It was a great day to enjoy being 
outside.  For November’s activity, we are 
going to try bowling! 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
October 19, 2022 
 
Indian Creek COB 
821 Main St. 
Harleysville, PA 19438 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
Thank you for your In-Kind donation of 
assorted coats, clothing, diapers, and baby 
care items on 10/12/2022 to the COBYS Kids 
Closet. In making this choice you join us in 
serving children, adults and families who 
need quality care and support, providing for 
not only physical safety, but mental and 
emotional well-being. Our wrap-around 
services in foster care, adoption, counseling 
and family life education are delivered with 
the hope that as many as possible in our 
communities can live fulfilling and productive 
lives and reach their full potential. 

 

 

We were so blessed to have Darlene Ziegler, 
Pat Lane and Sue Moyer hand deliver these 
donations. 

 
With blessings and gratitude,  
 
Mark Cunningham 
Executive Director 
 
Anne Stokes 
Director of Development 



 
 

Article and photos by Donna Parcell 
 

October Youth News 
 

Our October activity was to attend the Fall 
Festival at the Coventry Presbyterian church 
just down the street.  We enjoyed lots of free 
food, the hay ride, gourd tossing, and a lively 
round of corn hole.  We lost count of how 
many hotdogs Adam and Nathan ate, while 
Jadon preferred the finer taste of corn 
bread.  Joseph and Kadlin were gourd 
flinging experts, and flung their gourds so far 
we feared for the neighbors!  Annabel 
ditched everyone and was seen gleefully 
tossing hay from the hay ride.   
 

 
 
After we had our fill, we went to Miss 
Donna’s house and had a pumpkin 
decorating contest.  It was close, and the 
judge (Micah) was pretty strict.  He 
announced the winner by smacking the 
winning pumpkin off of the table.  We 
finished the evening by the campfire with 
s’mores and hotdogs because we were still 
hungry!  It was a fun night and we were 
thankful for the great weather! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Be thankful that you don’t already have 
everything you desire. 

If you did, what would there be to look                
forward to? 

 
Be thankful when you don’t know something, 

For it gives you an opportunity to learn. 
 

Be thankful for the difficult times. 
During those times you grow. 

 
Be thankful for your limitations, 

because they give you opportunities                   
for improvement. 

 
Be thankful for each new challenge, 

because it will build your strength and character. 
 

Be thankful for your mistakes. 
They will teach you valuable lessons. 

 

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary 
because it means you’ve made a difference. 

 
It’s easy to be thankful for the good things 
A life of rich fulfillment comes to those who 

are also thankful for the setbacks. 
 

Gratitude can turn a negative into a positive 
Find a way to be thankful for your troubles, 

And they can become your blessings. 
 

~Author Unknown 
 
 



Small Talk 
by Kathy Moyer 

 

Our calendar song, “This month is 
November, we give thanks to God,” reminds 
us of this season of thanks-giving, as we 
head into the upcoming holidays.  God is 
good and faithful, and His love endures 
forever.   
 

The focus of our study at 
Wee Folk this month will be 
the food pyramid, learning 
about the basic food 
groups, and making wise 

food choices for balanced and nutritious 
meals and healthy snacks.  The children will 
be introduced to “Chef Combo,” a feisty 
puppet with “giddy-up and go power” who will 
make learning about foods a special treat! 
 
Our puppet theater will be transformed into a 
grocery store this month, equipped with a 
cash register and lots of good food choices 
to buy for playtime and meal making in our 
housekeeping area.  Our “store shelves” will 
be divided into the various food groups for 
sorting and stocking the groceries, too. 
 
During music time each 
day, we will learn songs 
about turkeys, Pilgrims, and 
the First Thanksgiving; and 
dance to Native American 
music with rhythm 
instruments. 
 
Just prior to the Thanksgiving holiday, we will 
make our traditional “friendship snack” to 
share together.  We will make popcorn in our 
popper at school, and the children will add 
other things to make a munchie-mix. 
 
We are very thankful for the good start we 
have had to our school year, and for all the 
wonderful families we have the privilege to 
serve.  
 
May God richly bless your family through this 
season of Thanks-giving, too! 
 
 

Slow Cooker Tomato Basil                  
Parmesan Soup 

 

 
 

Submitted by Reba Baliles 

From The Girl Who Ate Everything Website, 
the-girl-who-ate-everything.com 

 
prep time:   20 MINS  
   
cook time:  5 HRS  
   
total time:  5 HRS 20 MINS 
  

This Slow Cooker Tomato Basil Parmesan Soup 
is creamy and comforting. It's chock full of fresh 
veggies and cooks in your slow cooker all day 
long This is one of my tried and true favorites 
and my family literally licks their bowls.  

INGREDIENTS 

 2 (14 oz) cans diced tomatoes, with juice 
 1 cup finely diced celery 
 1 cup finely diced carrots 
 1 cup finely diced onions 
 1 teaspoon dried oregano or 1 

Tablespoon fresh oregano 
 1/4 cup fresh basil 
 4 cups chicken broth 
 ½ bay leaf 
 ½ cup butter 
 ½ cup flour 
 1 cup grated Parmesan cheese 
 2 cups half and half, warmed (substitute 

milk for fewer calories) 
 1 teaspoon salt 
 ¼ teaspoon black pepper 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Add tomatoes, celery, carrots, onions, 

oregano, basil, chicken broth and bay leaf 

to a large slow cooker.  



2. Cover and cook on LOW for 5-7 hours or 

high for 3-4 hours, until flavors are 

blended and vegetables are soft. At this 

point I added all of the vegetables to a 

blender and blended until smooth. If you 

have a hand immersion blender that 

would work great. If you prefer a chunkier 

texture you can leave it as is or even 

blend just some of it. Return blended 

veggies back to the slow cooker.  

 

3. About 30 minutes before serving prepare 

the roux. Melt butter over low heat in a 

skillet and add the flour. Stir roux 

constantly with a whisk for 5-7 minutes. 

Slowly whisk in 1 cup hot soup. Add 

another 1-2 cups and stir until smooth. 

Add all back into the slow cooker. Stir and 

add the Parmesan cheese, warmed half 

and half, salt and pepper.  

 

4. Cover and cook on LOW for another 30 

minutes or so. You can leave slow cooker 

on warm until ready to serve. Serve with 

warm rolls and a green salad. Add a 

spoonful of orzo to each soup bowl just 

like they do in the restaurants if desired. 

 

 

Thanksgiving Prayer 

O God, when I have food, 
help me to remember the hungry; 

When I have work, 
help me to remember the jobless; 

When I have a home, 
help me to remember those who have no  

home at all; 
When I am without pain, 

help me to remember those who suffer; 
And remembering, 

help me to destroy my complacency; 
be concerned enough to help; 

By word and deed, 
Those who cry out for what we take for granted. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 November Birthdays 
1 Elaine Mininger 
5 Elaine Seitz, Michael Covel 
6 Charlotte Moyer 
7 Vanessa Rostick 
10 Susan Wampler 
13 Roland Koffel 
19 Jane Spigel 
21 Pat Lane 
22 Dennis Duett 
25 Mark Zeller 
28 David Williams, Kitty Doughty, Maria  
            Serino 
30 Kevin Bedell 
 
 Early December Birthdays 
7 Debbie Houck 
 
If we are missing your birthday, please let the Church 
Office know!  We want to include everybody in our 
monthly birthday notice. 
 

 

 


