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It Can Grow Back!!
The world around us is filled with reminders and encouragement to live in
hope, especially in the spring of the year. Trees that were bare a few weeks
ago are now in full bloom. Grass that was recently dormant and brown is
not only green, but growing faster than we can keep it cut. Reba loves
forsythia bushes. Ours needs significant pruning at least twice a year to
keep it from overgrowing its space. Every time, it still grows back.
Of course, some disruptions are much more severe than these. Yet even a
blazing forest fire does not have the final word. A forest black and charred
appears to be beyond hope. But just give it a few years. It is amazing how
life in that forest not only survives but actually thrives once again! The new
forest will not be the same as the old. But often it is actually healthier.
In addition to these marvels in nature, the resurrection of Jesus gives even
greater hope. Death is not the end. God brought life out of death—not only
for Jesus but for all who trust in Him. This theme is especially relevant for
churches that experienced deaths of relationships or ministries over the past
two years, as conflict and division over COVID, social issues, and political
views overshadowed the life and beauty previously known. Is there hope
for churches in the midst of empty pews and limited resources? Can
churches grow back?
Jesus answers with a resounding YES! Before he died, Jesus told his
disciples that he would build his church and that the gates of Hades (the
realm of death) would not overpower it. The early years of the church
illustrate Jesus’ promise. Persecution and hardship did not destroy the
church. It ultimately helped it to spread and grow.
In Ephesians 4, Paul laid out a vision for a church that is neither immature
nor shaped by thoughts and actions that are not Christ-like. Instead, he says,
Christ has called us and provided for us so that by “speaking the truth in
love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who
is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held
together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as
each part does its work” (Eph. 4:11-16). May it be so among us!
Pastor Mark (Your partner in the journey)

Deacons are called to be dedicated caregivers
who use their spiritual gifts in a shared
ministry of concern for the total well-being of
God’s people.

The Office of Deacon – An Historical Look at
Fairly Modern Times
Submitted by Chuck Kane
At the 1995 Annual Conference of the Church of
the Brethren, the Deacon Board of Manassas
Church of the Brethren, Manassas, VA, asked for
a review and update of a 1983 Annual
Conference statement on the Office of Deacon. A
committee was formed to do so and they were
asked to report their findings by the time of the
1997 Annual Conference.
Seems like a lot of work to finalize the definition
and role of a part of our church that was fairly
well understood by the members of a
congregation. Deacons were those members
who were asked to check on the well-being of a
portion of the congregation which was assigned
to them. Deacons also helped the pastor with
functions such as Love Feast, Communion and
other services of the church. But what the
Manassas church was seeking was much more
detailed. It included:










the meaning of “set-apart ministry”
the relationship of deacons to other “setapart ministries” in the church
should deacons be “called” or “elected”?
clarification of the recommended tenure
for deacons
review of deacons’ accountability in the
congregational organizational structure
clarification of deacon ministry in
the district organization
relationship to pastor(s) and other
ministers in the congregation and
clarification of the respective roles of
deacons and pastor(s)
relation of the deacon board to the
nurture, discipline, and classification of
membership in the church;

What did the committee come up with? For
starters they developed a vision statement for
deacons.

Deacons are to be Christ-like, welcoming,
nurturing, reconciling, sensitive to the
presence of God’s Spirit in their lives and in
the lives of others, and witnessing for Jesus
Christ as Savior and Lord within and beyond
the Body of Christ, the church.
They were also able to summarize New
Testament teaching concerning the nature and
ministry of deacons with the following seven
concepts to guide the church as it seeks to
implement deacon ministry in the present age.
They are:
1. Deacons Serve in a Significant Ministry.
2. Deacons and Pastors Complement One
Another.
3. Deacons Bring a Variety of Gifts to Their
Calling.
4. The Needs of the Church Determine the
Nature of Deacon Ministry.
5. The Character and Spirituality of the
Deacon Is Primary.
6. Deacons Are Called to Serve, Not to Rule.
7. Both Women and Men Serve as Deacons.
The report of the committee to the 1997
Annual Conference did not stop there. It
further defined all aspects of both the work
and the requirements of deacon ministry in the
Brethren church.
Want to learn more? Here is a link to the full
report of the 1995 Committee on Deacon
Ministry: https://www.brethren.org/ac/statements/
1997-deacon-ministry/. Please check it out to learn
more about the various functions of our church.

Volunteer Day at Mennonite
Resource Center
Submitted by Arlene Wambold
On Tuesday, April 12th (the date was
changed this month because of the urgent
need for relief buckets) ten ladies from Indian
Creek COB gathered to volunteer for various
jobs to help with a relief bucket project. Other
volunteers were also there to help with the
buckets. We had a choice of what we wanted
to work on. Some of us packed relief
buckets, which many of us never did before,
and had a good time doing them. One of the
things we put in the buckets was four soap
bars that the Amish made. A group folded
and rolled towels and tied them with a bow.
Others did various jobs. We always have a
choice of what we want to help with. After a
couple hours of working, we had a break.
MRC surprised us with special snacks—
hotdogs and sauerkraut, chips, carrots and
celery, fruit, and desserts. That was very
much appreciated.
If you would like to join us to volunteer, it is
usually the 2nd Thursday of the month from 123 p.m. There will be a sign-up sheet before the
event. It is very rewarding and you are helping
those in need. Men are also welcome.
Please consider volunteering, you will be glad
you did.

God’s Song
Wishing to encourage her young son's
progress on the piano, a mother took her
boy to a Paderewski concert. After they
were seated, the mother spotted a friend in
the audience and walked down the aisle to
greet her. Seizing the opportunity to explore
the wonders of the concert hall, the little boy
rose and eventually explored his way
through a door marked "NO ADMITTANCE."

When the house lights dimmed and the
concert was about to begin, the mother
returned to her seat and discovered that the
child was missing.
Suddenly, the curtains parted and spotlights
focused on the impressive Steinway on
stage. In horror, the mother saw her little
boy was sitting at the keyboard, innocently
picking out "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star." At
that moment, the great piano master made
his entrance, quickly moved to the piano,
and whispered in the boy's ear, "Don't quit.
Keep playing."
Then, leaning over, Paderewski reached
down with his left hand and began filling in a
bass part. Soon, his right arm reached
around to the other side of the child and he
added a running obligato. Together, the old
master and the young novice transformed a
frightening situation into a wonderfully
creative experience. The audience was so
mesmerized that they couldn't recall what
else the great master played—only the
classic "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star."
That's the way it is with God. What we can
accomplish on our own is hardly noteworthy.
We try our best, but the results aren't exactly
graceful flowing music. However, with the
hand of the Master, our life's work truly can
be beautiful. Next time you set out to
accomplish great feats, listen carefully. You
can hear the voice of the Master, whispering
in your ear, "Don't quit. Keep playing."
Feel His loving arms around you. Know that
His strong hands are there helping you turn
your feeble attempts into true masterpieces.
God doesn't call the equipped; He equips
the called, and He'll always be there to love
and guide you on to great things.
~ Author Anonymous

by Donna Parcell
We were excited to have our first Family
Fun night in person in over two years! We
met in the church fellowship hall, and it just
warmed our hearts when the girls came
running in with big smiles and even bigger
hugs. We missed that! We had Leyahan,
Marilla, Kira, and Ellie. We began with our
craft time led by Mrs. Piatek. We loved
carefully gluing different colored pom poms
to a cross. After we were finished it looked
like Jesus’ garment draped over the cross
with the light of Jesus in the middle. We also
did some coloring pages and mazes.

Next Miss Donna read us a book about the
Easter story and we talked about the things
that happened during Easter week. For our
game, we had an egg hunt! But it was a
different kind of egg hunt. We worked
together to find the eggs that Miss Donna hid
outside. Each egg contained a puzzle
piece. Once we found all of the eggs, we
went inside and worked together to put the
puzzle together. Once we completed it we
earned a prize—a cute stuffed bunny and a
Play-doh egg for each of us! Our snack was
a bag of treats, each symbolizing something
from Holy Week.

For One Who Gives So Much
to Others
It’s not the things that can be bought
That are life’s richest treasure;
It’s just the little “heart gifts”
That money cannot measure.
A cheerful smile, a friendly word,
A sympathetic nod
Are priceless little treasures
From the storehouse
of our God.
They are the things that can’t be bought
With silver or with gold,
For thoughtfulness and kindness
And love are never sold.
They are the priceless things in life
For which no one can pay,
And the giver finds rich recompense
In giving them away.
And who on earth gives more away
And does more good for others
Than understanding, kind and wise
And selfless, loving mothers,
Who ask no more than just the joy
Of helping those they love
To find in life the happiness
That they are dreaming of.
Helen Steiner Rice

Article and photos by Donna Parcell

Also in April, we were excited to have
our first Easter Egg hunt in person since
2019! We loved that there was a “6 th grade
and above” age group. We had so much
fun out-running our parents and friends for
the delicious Easter candy and the
possibility of getting an egg with a “golden
ticket,” which earned us a prize! So much
laughter and fun.

Our April activity was participating in the
Perkiomen Watershed clean-up. Helen,
Claire, Grace, Jadon, and Nathan were hard
workers and did a great job. Along with
several adults from the church, we cleaned
up the Indian Creek from the baptismal spot,
under the bridge, past the church, and down
to the farm at the corner of Indian Creek
Road. From a distance it didn’t look like
there was any trash, but once we got closer
we were surprised at how quickly we could
fill our trash bags. Sadly, there was a lot of
fast food trash and plastic bags, and we were
even able to rescue a few tires. This trash
has a big negative impact on our
environment and the habitat of the local
wildlife. We filled all of our bags in much less
than the allotted time, loaded them in Don
Moyer’s truck, and took them to church where
they were picked up. There were many
groups like ours cleaning up that day, and it
was fun to be part of such a large effort.

Small Talk
by Kathy Moyer

As another school year comes to a close this
month, we can look back and see how much
we have accomplished, and how much our
“Wee Folk” have grown over time spent with
us. It is with mixed emotions that we send
off another group to kindergarten, but we are
confident that they are ready for the new
experiences ahead. How thankful we are for
the close relationships we have established
with the families we serve, as we have
partnered together in nurturing their children.

outside, followed by some water fun and
games!
On behalf of all of us at Wee Folk, thank you
so much for the support you have given in
various ways to further the ministry of this
outreach to the community. Your prayers and
financial support allow us to continue serving
families who choose Wee Folk for their
children.

The marigold seeds that we
planted just a week ago have
already sprouted and will be part
of the Mother’s Day surprises we
have planned this month. We look forward to
celebrating with the Wee Folk mommies at
the pavilion by sharing some special songs,
crafts, and a tea party on May 5 & 6.
Throughout the month we
will be emphasizing alphabet
activities and begin our
“writing workshop” with our M-W-F Class.
Our theme for May will be a “Potpourri from
A to Z,” as we have fun learning more about
the alphabet while playing letter games and
reading a wide assortment of ABC books.
Show-and-Tell time will find us being letter
detectives, as we try to guess the items our
friends bring hidden in their tote bags from
the clues they share.
We look forward to renewing our annual visit
to Center Point for “Daddy & Me” fishing on
May 21. The Batemans continue to offer this
fun day for our families, which is always a
great experience for anglers of all ages!
Another highlight of the year is sure to be our
visit from Transportation Services, with a
lesson about bus safety for our soon to be
kindergartners, and the
opportunity to board a
big school bus!
End of year picnics will honor children
celebrating summer birthdays. Weather
permitting, we will enjoy our class picnics

2022 Vacation Bible School
Monday thru Friday
August 8th to August 12th

Mother’s Day Humor
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May Birthdays
Rick Houck
Janet May
Isabella Smalls
Jeanette Kirk
Chester Detweiler
Lorena Eichhoefer
Ruth Baker
Ray Keller
Kira Kidd
Debbie Kane
Dale Galecki

6
8

Early June Birthdays
Karlene DeRosa
Kerry Ziegler

I can’t tell the difference between a rose and
a dandelion. So when it came time to fix up
my garden, I had no clue which plants to
keep and which ones to remove. Until, that
is, my mother gave me this handy tip: “Pull
them all up. If it comes back, it’s a weed.”
—Cy Coggins
My mother, a master of guilt trips, showed
me a photo of herself waiting by a phone that
never rings. “Mom, I call all the time,” I said.
“If you had an answering machine, you’d
know.” Soon after, my brother installed one
for her. When I called the next time, I got her
machine: “If you are a salesperson, press
one. If you’re a friend, press two. If you’re my
daughter who never calls, press 911
because the shock will probably give me a
heart attack.” —Susan Starace Balducci

If we are missing your birthday, please let the Church
Office know! We want to include everybody in our
monthly birthday notice.

The Promise Fulfilled
The meadow was whispering of spring today
As I walked her soft, green sod.
The song of the lark, as she built her nest,
Surrounded the pathway I trod.
A shimmering brook, loose of winter’s bonds,
Danced over a pebble beach;
And cotton-puff clouds floated low in the sky,
Seemingly just out of reach.
The promise of birth, with all its joy,
Abounded on every side;
And the heart of the farmer
Was carefree and light
As he looked at his fields with pride.
Go into the meadow or climb the hill,
Seek out a restful place,
And watch the splendor of spring unfold
With all of its beauty and grace.
Shirley Sallay

