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Looking Good

Personal Panache

ome Grown Couture

was happy to be once again a part of this year's 2nd Annual Tampa

Bay Fashion Week, a four day event held annually in Seprember, to
benefic Best Buddies and the YWCA of Tampa Bay. With videographer,
microphone, steno pad and pen in tow, 1 made my way through the sold
out/standing-room-only crowd of beautiful people, to plant myselfin the
magnificent reserved front row VIP press seats. A real Carrie Bradshaw
moment to sit at the foot of a crispy white runway, surrounded by eager
photographers, perched onlookers and blaring techno music eading 1o
show time!

The designers of this year’s Tampa Bay Fashion Weck turned out
fresh, innovative and captivaring styles. Many were local, meaning you
can contact these trend-setting tailors to provoke your own dose of
personal style. And fortunarely, that doesn’t mean expensive. Most of
our local designers are working deals and happy to accommodate the
stylc-minded among us with slim funds.

Here are the best-in-show from Tampa Bay Fashion Weck, worth

contacting and sporting their clothes:

Versatile Swimwear: Adjanys Merrero of Adjani Couture,

ymmetrical

local swimvwear designer sizzled the stage with her modern as

styles in a mix of nylon and crochet. Simple and sleck, the peek-a-boo

designs showed just enough but, also hid a multitude of sins. Adjani
couture can also be worn as an alternative to lingerie at home or paired
with jeans to look perfectly seductive anywhere! Purchase the perfect suit

for your body online at www.adjanicouture.com. $50 coupon available!

Become a Walking Piece of Art: Helen Gerro of Gerro
Art & Haute Courture dropped jaws with her creative blending art and
fashion as she showcased her line of hand-painted couture gowns. Most
have a figure flattering mermaid-cuc and very interesting hand-painted
embellishment. From delicate switled patterns to depictions of the
enchanted sea or exciting city skylines. Each one-of-a-kind, painted
splendor aeracts the eye at the most precise curve of the canvas. Forget
the typical department store or boutique gown for your next social
event; be the envy of everyone at the party and a walking conversation
piece. Gerro Boutique is located in Punta Gorda or can be visited at

www.GeroArt.com.

Mid-Evil Madness. Ben Chmura, “The Design Czar” and
long-thought of as the one-to-watch, Ben Chmura combines elements
of architecture, retro-futurism and Celtic-art in his signature designs.
His separates “make” the outfit. Paired with jeans, ficted pants or a

traditional pencil skirt you won't need much more to “wow” on-lookers.
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[ wouldn't be surprised to

see Ben on future episodes of
Project Runway as he definitely
possesses the creative genius

design intricacies and

untouchable uniqueness
necessary o win. Contact Ben

Chmura on myspace.com o

chmura.us@hotmail.com

Heavenly Bodies:

Rhonda Shear, long-time TV
personality (USA Network’s
Up All Nigh, Star & Hostess

and owner of Maison R

Boutique, in St Pete (nezr
Walk), Rhonda’s lingerie ar

shape-wear stole the r

ristic meets the 19505, Rhondas des

<1 of Mad Maxx and classic two-piece

A novel blending of f gns revealed
the sexy pin-up girl with

bashing suits in super-sonic space-age fibric. Ms. Sheat takes the doors

off the bedroom and makes ing lingeric and shape-wear a must, more

often. See her de 1< Shopping Network and indulge yourself.

Women Gone Wild: sudrey “Par” McGhee of APM Images

Clothing Line, out did herself in styling and stage presence. Her

show-open featured < chiscled gods, clad in faux leopard

fur swim trunks. Wild and oh so eve carching! McGhee went from

wild to whimsical to womzr

e sweep of the catwalk. Pacs use

of frayed-edge slk and conzrase colors make the eye lusc for more. She

merged unique design-cuzs thar graced curves and acclaimed the body

A divergens, distinguished cexcile balanced each look. McGhee loves

to design for women size ¢

m a divor

peaks and valleys of life. E
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ants.tv. Thursdays at

hrough May, or

ts.tv E-mail her at





