Word For Life Church Ministries

Prayer & Bible Study

Thursdays at 11:30 am
February 6 - March 20, 2025

BT

He who began a good work in you...

make my joy complete

...to know Christ and the
power of His resurrection

| press on...

Be anxious for nothing...let
your requests be made

Rev. Larrin Robe

- R TO TH T, known to God.

— —

= L | can do all things
through Christ

And my God shall
supply all your need...

Join us LIVE exclusively on Zoom
Meeting ID: 819 0124 8886
Passcode: 215563
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Background and
Context
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Authorship and Date of
Writing

The Book of Philippians is traditionally attributed to Apostle Paul, who
is a key figure in early Christianity.

Date of Writing

Written around A.D. 61, the letter reflects Paul's thoughts during his
imprisonment in Rome.

Themes of Joy and Encouragement

Philippians is known for its themes of joy and encouragement,
offering hope to Gentile believers during difficult times.



Historical and Cultural
Context

Roman Colony

Philippi functioned as a Roman colony, reflecting the influence of
Roman governance and military presence in the region.

Diverse Population

The diversity of Philippi's population contributed to its rich cultural
tapestry, impacting social dynamics and community interactions.

Challenges of Faith

The Philippian church faced unique challenges in maintaining their
faith amidst the pressures of a militarized Roman society.



Purpose and Themes
of the Letter

Perseverance in Trials

Perseverance in the face of trials is highlighted, encouraging
believers to remain steadfast in their faith. In light of Paul’s
imprisonment in Rome, reassurance may have been necessary.

Expression of Gratitude

The letter to the Philippians primarily expresses gratitude for the
support Paul received from the believers.

Theme of Joy

Joy is a significant theme in Philippians, encouraging believers to
find happiness in their faith and fellowship.

Unity Among Believers

The letter emphasizes the importance of unity among believers,
urging them to work together in harmony.



Structure and
Key Sections




Outline of the Book of
Philippians

Chapter Themes

The Book of Philippians is structured around themes of joy, humility,
and Christian conduct, all intended to disciple believers through
insight and reassurance.

Four Chapters

The outline consists of four main chapters, each focusing on
characteristics essential for Christian life and fellowship.

Roadmap for Study

1: Introduction

2: News about Paul

3: Encouragement for Christlike Conduct
4: Encouragement for Joyful Perseverance
5: Conclusion



Major Sections and Their
Significance

Exhortation to Rejoice

Paul's exhortation to rejoice emphasizes the importance of
maintaining joy in faith, regardless of circumstances.

Teachings on Unity

Paul's teachings on unity highlight the necessity of harmony within
the community of believers, fostering a supportive environment.

Practical Guidance

The practical guidance offered in Philippians encourages believers to
actively live out their faith in everyday interactions.
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Key Verses and Passages

Messages of Joy

Philippians 4:4-7 emphasizes finding joy in faith, encouraging
believers to rejoice despite challenges.

Peace in Christ

Philippians 1:19-26 and 2:1-4 convey the importance of peace that
surpasses understanding, assuring believers of God's presence.

Example of Christ

Philippians 2:5-11 illustrates Christ's humility and sacrificial love
serving as a model for Christians.

The Christian as Citizen

Philippians 3:17-4:1 offers a stark reminder of the importance of one’s
allegiance.



VET@LENES
and Messages



Joy and Rejoicing
in the Lord

True Joy in Christ

Paul emphasizes that genuine joy comes from a
deep relationship with Jesus, not external
circumstances.

Joy Amidst Circumstances

Paul's reminder of joy is especially powerful given
his own challenging circumstances, showcasing
faith's strength.




Unity and Humility
Among Believers

Call for Unity

Paul emphasizes the importance of believers
being of one mind and spirit, fostering a strong
sense of community.

Example of Humility

Believers are encouraged to follow Christ's
example of selflessness and humility in their
interactions with others.




Encouragement
and
Perseverance

Encouragement in Faith

Paul emphasizes the importance of
encouragement in maintaining faith during difficult
times and assures the Philippians of support.

Acknowledging Struggles

He acknowledges the struggles faced by the
Philippians, highlighting their resilience and the
necessity of perseverance.

Hope for the Future

Paul reassures the Philippians that God's
faithfulness provides hope for their future and
strength to continue their journey.



Paul's
Relationship
with the

Philippians




Founding of the Church

During his second missionary journey, Paul shared
the Gospel in Philippi and initially received a warm
response, according to Acts 16. Lydia was
promoted as a key figure in the new Christian
community.

Paul's
Connection to
the Philippian
Church

Close Relationship

Paul's connection with the Philippians is profound;
he refers to them as beloved and valued partners.

Partners in the Gospel

The members of the Philippian church were not
only followers but also active partners in
spreading the gospel.




Expressions of Gratitude
and Affection

Gratitude in Philippians

Paul's expression of gratitude highlights the importance
of community support and shared beliefs in faith.

Affection Among Believers

Paul's affection for the church reflects deep connections
and friendships formed in their shared mission.

Shared Mission in Christ

The bond among believers in Christ strengthens their
collective mission and purpose in their faith journey.



Support and Partnership
in the Gospel

Consistent Support

The Philippians demonstrated unique and consistent support for Paul,
which contributed to the spread of the gospel.

Spiritual Partnership

The partnership between Paul and the Philippians highlights the
spiritual bonds formed through collaboration in faith.

Material Contributions

The material support provided by the Philippians showcases how
resources can aid in ministry and outreach efforts.




Application for
Believers
Today
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Lessons on Living a
Christ-Centered Life

Joy in Faith

Living a Christ-centered life is rooted in joy, reflecting the happiness
that faith brings to believers.

Humility and Service

Humility is key to a Christ-centered life, encouraging believers to
serve others selflessly and with love.

Guidance for Believers

The principles of joy, humility, and service guide believers on their
spiritual journey and deepen their faith.



PraCtlcaI Hopeful Embracing Joy
- - The teachings encourage individuals to find joy in
Appl Icatlons for J 0 Y difficult times, promoting resilient perseverance
and hope.
Today

Common Fostering Unity

U N I T Y Believers are encouraged to build strong, united
communities, working together for a common
purpose.

Authentic Authenticity in Faith

F A I T H Living out one's faith authentically leads to
meaningful connections and a genuine expression

of beliefs.



Encouragement and Hope
for Contemporary Issues

Messages of Hope

The messages of hope in Philippians inspire believers to remain
steadfast in their faith, despite life's challenges.

God's Presence

The lessons remind us of God's enduring presence in our lives. God’s
presence is comfort and strength during difficult times.

Peaceful Contentment

Philippians emphasizes the importance of finding peaceful
contentment within ourselves through faith and trust in God.



Conclusion

Timeless Wisdom Unity Among Believers Perseverance in Faith
The Book of Philippians offers timeless Philippians emphasizes the importance The letter encourages believers to
wisdom that encourages believers to of unity among believers, urging them persevere in their faith, regardless of

find joy in all circumstances. to work together in harmony. challenges and difficulties faced.
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