
HAL Reading/Writing Classroom Policies: 
        
Welcome to the High Ability Learning (HAL) classroom! Although the program is referred to as 
reading/literature, emphasis is also placed on language skills and writing.  Mrs. Kaiser teaches the 5th 
& 6th graders, and Mrs. Miller works with the 7th & 8th graders. 
 
Once you have read this information, please sign and return the bottom portion to acknowledge 
you have read the information below and agree to the policies. 
 
Communication: Please contact your child’s reading/literature teachers if you have any questions or 
concerns.  Clear communication is an integral part of the success in the classroom, so please do not 
hesitate to contact us for any reason.  You may contact us by e-mail or leave a message in the office. 
 
Grading Policy:  Grades are calculated by total points. Tests and projects will be assigned more points 
than daily work.  Progress reports and quarter/semester reports will be available according to the 
school calendar.  Please use Power School to monitor your child’s grades. 
 
Homework: Daily reading assignments along with vocabulary or other comprehension work will be 
given. It is essential that homework is completed independently and turned in on time. Students 
should use their assignment notebooks to record assignments/tests and be prepared for class each day.  
 
Late Homework: The late homework policy may be different in the HAL classroom than for your 
child’ grade level policy. Students in the HAL classroom are expected to turn their work in on time.   
Homework not turned in at the beginning of class or incomplete work may be considered late.  The late 
assignment is due at the beginning of the next class period and may receive a deduction if it is a 
habitual problem.  The goal is always to complete homework on time and be prepared with it at the 
start of class. 
 
Placement: Student placement is determined through a variety of methods.  Some of the following 
criteria may be used:  standardized tests, grade-level achievement tests, classroom performance, and 
teacher referral.  Along with meeting the above academic requirements, students should exhibit the 
following behaviors:  strong effort, positive and cooperative attitude, ability to work independently, 
and appropriate behavior.  Although a student may have academic ability, he/she may be asked to 
return to the regular classroom if other behaviors are not satisfactory.  Please be advised that any 
placement in the HAL classroom is always provisional and re-evaluated at every grading period. 
 
Placement one year does not guarantee placement for the following year.  Each quarter student 
progress is monitored, and a change may be needed if a student does not meet some of the criteria or 
expected behaviors.  If there are any concerns, parents will be contacted and a plan put into place.  If a 
student fails to meet the goals of the plan, a conference will be held and future placement will be 
discussed.  There is always a possibility that placement could change, but this will never happen 
without discussion. 
 
Probation:  If a student is having trouble either academically or emotionally, this may be a sign that the 
placement is not the best for the student’s success.  Sometimes it may be necessary to impart a 
probationary period to allow for some intervention.  If the student cannot make the necessary changes 
during the probationary period, a change in placement could occur.  This will be clearly communicated 
before any decisions are made. 
 



Projects/Tests/Assessments: Student knowledge will be evaluated through many different forms of 
assessment.  Some of these assessments include projects. Due dates for the projects are given well in 
advance and students are expected to turn in their project(s) on the given date.  There may be some 
opportunities to work on projects in class, but the students are responsible for completing the work 
independently and on time.  Projects and other assignments turned in on Google Docs must be 
shared with the teacher at the start of class on the due date, or it may be considered late.   
 
Textbooks/Supplies:  Students will use a variety of novels throughout the year.  Some of the material 
covered in the program may be the same as the regular classroom.  However, more in-depth and 
supplementary materials will also be used. Students are expected to respectfully care for all books and 
may be charged a replacement fee for damaged or missing novels.  
 
The following supplies are needed:  notebook, loose-leaf paper, assignment notebook, and pen/pencil.  
 
         Thank you for your support,  
          
  
         Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Kaiser 
 
 
 
 
 
--------------------------------RETURN TO MRS. KAISER OR MRS. MILLER------------------------------- 
 

 
We have read the policies for the 2022 - 2023 HAL Reading/Writing program and 
consent to the expectations and policies of the HAL classroom.  We understand 
students are re-evaluated every quarter and that current placement in the HAL 
program does not guarantee future placement in the program.  
 

 
 
                           
Parent Signature            Student Signature 


