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Pastors Training Pack 1!  A simple, easy to learn "How To" guide to better understand the Bible and what God has to say to us.
This is designed for the equipping and training of pastors, here and overseas. The best way we have seen this used, is for the English speaking pastor trainer to do short lectures by also ask questions to the students. This is the primary mechanism for the pastor to learn how to study and teach the Bible and learn key lessons for their spiritual and heart growth. It also provides many weeks of sermon material. It is also helpful to write the main thoughts on a board or computer presentation in their language. Then, the students are to use a lined notebook, and carefully write out notes with the key points, passages as their reference. Any translation of this is greatly encouraged (please give us a copy), and feel free to edit as the curriculum has more content than may be needed. 
Developed by Richard J. Krejcir Into Thy Word Ministries 
Copyright © 1978, 1982, 1988, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2003, 2004  www.intothyword.org 
For International distribution only to non-English speaking countries only. The book may be purchased in any online Bookstore, www.Amazon.com  
“I learned years ago to go to the place for the deepest lessons of life.  That one place is the Bible.”  R.A. Torrey
Preamble: 
“This book (The Bible) contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise, believe in it to be safe, and practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s charter. Here paradise is restored, heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed. Christ is its grand object, our good its design, and the glory of God its end. It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet. Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure. It gives you in life, will be opened in the judgment, and be remembered forever. It involves the highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labor, and will condemn all who trifle with its sacred contents.”
---Author Unknown 

PROLOGUE:


This is a simple guide to help you dig into God’s Word. These steps you are about to embark upon are not difficult. In fact, they are quite easy, there are no elaborate condescending methods, just a common sense approach to get all we can from God’s most precious Word. I first developed this study over 25 years ago, and have taught it to countless groups from Junior Highers to seasoned Pastors. I carefully honed it and it has become very practical and beneficial.  


This book was developed by Richard Joseph Krejcir from Into Thy Word Ministries in Pasadena, California, United States of America. This work has been a process of continuous research and study of over twenty years that started in 1978. Shortly after becoming a Christian I embarked on this project. I interviewed over 100 of the world’s top Bible teachers, including Billy Graham, Chuck Swindoll, Chuck Smith, R. C. Sproul and countless others on how they study and teach the Bible. Then I addend my experiences from putting their ideas into practice, teaching others, putting on seminars since 1988, as well as my studies from seminary and my P.H. D research. 


Just like learning a new computer program, there is a learning curve, even when the program is easier. Remember the old days of computers, learning all those “DOS” commands. Now we just scroll the mouse and click. This book will allow you to scroll and click with ease. These “steps” will become second nature like a seasoned pastor spends a fraction of the time in his sermon preparation than when he first came out of seminary. You too can become a “pro” into God’s Word! 


This book is for the new Christian, who has never picked up a Bible before and for the seasoned Bible teacher to be refreshed, because we all still need to be learning and growing. Besides an old dog can pick up some new tricks! 


The primary purpose is to show you “How” in a logical, clear and concise way to study His Word. This guide is not an exhaustive scholarly endeavor. There are many works that fit that bill, but they are not for the average Christian. They tend to be so technical that people will buy the book, but soon give up with it, and thus give up with knowing the Bible deeper. 


This Guide will provide you with the “map” of questions, tools, and a chart; but you must provide the will. To surrender our will to God’s will is the essential element of being a growing Christian. God’s Word provides the way; you simply provide the means.

There are many ways we can study the Bible effectively. There is no “best” way, only that we do it! Many Christians feel all they have to do for Bible lessons is sitting in a pew, turn on the television or radio, or naturally receive their knowledge for being a Christian; but this is not how to transform our lives. We must read and get into the Word of God, ourselves: Through prayer, hard work, discipline, concentration, application, and even more prayer!

“For the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

(Hebrews 4:12 KJV)


So set aside time each day free from distractions and go for it with passion and vigor. As you start to dive into these steps and gain more insights into His marvelous Word, you will find your life transformed; not because of this book, because of His book. You will find a growing sense of anticipation as you approach your study time, and that the study of His Word becomes fun and enjoyable. You will discover more in a few minutes than what you ever did before. You will find that over an hour of your “old” way of just reading it like a textbook will no longer reveal the results that these “pointers” will in a fraction of the time! 

· So let Christ transform you through His Word.

It is my prayer you will gain valuable insights from this work to be a more effective teacher of our Lord’s most precious Word!
Richard Krejcir 

Number 6:24 

(All scripture references will be from the “New International Version” unless otherwise noted.)
Session I:  Why Inductive Bible Study?

Inductive Bible study is learning how to exegete the Bible for all its worth with our best efforts. We do this through teaching people tools and skills to help observe the text, dig out the meaning, and then apply it to their lives. 

Some people view the Bible as a un-climbable mountain, a dark cave that is feared to be trespassed upon. Be encouraged, and be comforted, that you can indeed do it. Through the inductive method, you can climb that mountain and venture into the cave with confidence. In fact, you will be able to mine the truths as an expert “exegete” does! The Bible is a diamond mine filled with precious nuggets that can be applied to your life, for a life to be transformed and renewed! As with any mine, you do have to start digging and we show you how to do this. The inductive method has been proven as the best way to find those diamonds, and the more you dig the more you will find! 

Inductive Bible study has 3 primary areas: 

First is Observation: 

This carefully goes over the text to see what is going on, the “who, what, where, when, how, and why.” It is like training a missionary about the culture before venturing to their new country of ministry. If they are not trained of the culture and customs, they will miss a lot of opportunities, and their effectiveness will fall way short of what they could have done. 

This is done by teaching you how to pull out the facts through the nature of Scripture and how to avoid presumptions and fallacies, because God’s Word speaks for itself. 

Second is Interpretation: 

This is taking what is said and finding out what does the text mean. How to interpret literally in the correct context. That is, we never take out of what God’s Word is not there, or read in our will as His. 

Third is Application: 

This is taking the plain meaning and putting it to practical use. This is the, ‘how shall I respond’ to the Word. What sin to get rid of, what commands to yield too, the pitfalls to avoid, the actions to engage in, and the promises we are to keep. 


What are the other ways to study the Bible? 

There are many ways to study the Bible and the best way is that you do it! 

There are three common ways to study the Bible and all have their advantages and shortfalls. 

First is the ‘Deductive Approach’: This is the common way of reading the Bible. The reader acts as a detective; which is good at first, as we all need to deduct what the Bible says. This form, usually starts with a premise such as a topic or idea and then pulls out the relative ideas. This deductive method tends to skip the key process that helps you organize what the text says in a logical manner. Thus, you skip and miss a lot and do not get out of your Bible reading what you should. The danger is that when ideas are pulled out of their context, they result in theology, interpretation, and application that may not exist. 

Second is the ‘Opinion Approach’: This form uses the personality of the reader as the template for gathering the information from the text. That's all that is read and studied is compared to their experience and education. The reader has the tendency to go to the text with firm preconceived ideas. The pitfall is, even if you are a seminary grad and experienced pastor, you will miss a lot and get things wrong. 

In the above approaches, the reader plows into the Bible without knowing how to do it. Like using a cookbook without understanding how to cook or what the measurements and ingredients mean. So your meal will be less than what may have been intended. Thus, the Bible reader becomes confused, overwhelmed, and frustrated. Of course, there is always a benefit to just read the Bible. Our point is we can do it much better and gain more for our lives as His child. 

Third is the ‘Inductive Method’: The Inductive approach looks at the whole text in its context and pulls out facts, interprets them, and then applies them. There are no pitfalls with this method as long as the ‘exegete’ is honest to the text. 


So what is special and unique about your ministry? 

We wholeheartedly believe and teach the ‘inductive Bible study method.’ What we do is teach it in such a way that you can draw out even more, by using proven ways on how we learn and assimilate information. How God created us to absorb and learn, and applying that to better understand His Word. We combined this with the exegetical methods pastors learn in Seminary. Our call is to produce the best way possible to teach others how to study the Bible. 

The inductive method of Observation, then Interpretation and then Application are a great way to study God’s Word. We teach, inspire, and encourage you further, the way the great exegetes and preachers do. Why are some people great at teaching and others not? Because the ones who are good at it, are good at digging out the Bible’s insights without compromising the integrity of the text. We teach you how to do this. 

With ‘Into Thy Word,’ we have an 8-step process. At the heart, are the 3 steps of Observation, Interpretation, and Application. Our extra steps are not to be convoluted, but allow you to draw out even more. Because we capitalize on how our minds work, so you get more out of your experience in His Word. 

Because of the way our minds naturally work, we expanded the 3 step ‘Inductive’ process into 8 steps. This is done in a logical and systematic way. This is not adding irrelevant information, causing distraction, or making it convoluted, but rather making the process easier and more insightful. 

Our unique process of ‘Into Thy Word’ allows each step to build upon the previous step in a logical and systematic way, which paves the way for the next step. So you learn more and are able to progress at your own level. 

The first two steps are designed to prepare you to enter the relationship of Bible reading. Because you are going before a holy God, and you need to do it in a reverent way. 

· STEP I: “KNOWING THE KNOWABLE:” BRINGING OUR MIND TO BE RIGHT WITH GOD!
This is about Prayer and Attitude, two essential factors that will enable you to excel if you do, or fail if you do not.
· STEP II: “HOW”: THE METHOD OF GETTING INTO GOD’S WORD
This step is showing you how to start, choosing your text, and how to go about it. 

The next 5 steps are the inductive process of observing then learning, then applying it into your life. 

· STEP III: “OBSERVE IT” ASK WHAT DOES IT SAY?!
This has to transpire so we can dig out what is there.
· STEP III (B): “OBSERVE IT” ASK WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
Since we naturally interpret and jump to conclusions in our fallen human thinking, we just start the interpretation process, because you are going to do it anyway. We then place a ‘governor’ to slow you down, without sacrificing your enthusiasm and creativity, so we can do it right.
· STEP IV: “QUESTIONS”: ASK AND LEARN!
We then ask key essential questions to dig out more that we may have missed.
· STEP V: “KNOW IT”!
Then we can really start to make sense and internalize the implications and truth, so it affects who we are at the very ‘existential’ core of our being. This needs to take place before we can apply it. Because we need to be the people of God in order to do the work of God.
· STEP VI: “APPLICATION”!
Then we can apply it. We take a careful look on how we can do this with honesty and forethought. And then take on the responsibility to reciprocate, that is telling others! 

The last step is taking the previous steps and writing it down for lasting remembrance and commitment. 

· STEP VII: “CHARTING YOUR PATH”
This is so we can keep track what we learn as you progress. You can use this step throughout the inductive process.
 “You can do it!”
 

Session II: “PRELUDE INTO GOD’S TREASURE CHEST"
What we need to do before venturing into His most Holy Word! We need to prepare our hearts and minds with the right attitude and reverence! 



“At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.”

(Matt. 11:25) 
ATTITUDE:“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Gal. 2:20) 

Start with the proper attitude! Our minds must be clear and childlike before Him, because when you read His Word you are before the face of God! You are going before a Holy God, so adjust yourself with these attitudes:
· REVERENCE: “But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him.” (Hab 2:20, Psalm 89:7) 


Prepare your heart and mind. You are not going to a football game!  


Be quiet; clear your distracting thoughts and desires away!

· YOUR WILL: “My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God.” (Prov. 2:1-5) 

“Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth...” (John 7:17f) 


We must be willing to not only read, but to obey God’s decrees! It is not about you, it is about God! Make it your choice and work hard with a surrendered will to His! 

· ANTICIPATION: “O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water.” (Psalm 63:1) 


We must come before God with eagerness and expectancy. This is not a chore; it is fellowship with the Creator of the universe, what better time could there be!
· BE ALERT: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline;” “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.” (Prov. 1:7; 3:5-6) 

Find a time where you are most alert and awake!

· BE IN LOVE: “I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread;” “When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart's delight, for I bear your name, O LORD God Almighty.”

(Job 23:12; Jeremiah. 15:16)  

Fall in love with His Word! Have the appetite, as it was better than your favorite meal! Do not let it be just a duty! The love will increase as we increase in our effort and study! 

 


In God’s eyes it is far more important why we do something rather than that we do something, even good.


"Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart;” “He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, but not wholeheartedly.”
(I Sam 16:7, II Chron 25:2) 


Thus we do not want to do the right thing with the wrong attitude and motives. 

“Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.” (Psalm 119:18)

A very important point: For this to work you must have a relationship with Christ, with your trust in His grace. Without it, you are programming a computer without any knowledge of its language or design. You may attempt it, but all you will get is gibberish, “foolishness,” as Scripture tells us, the knowledge will be hidden from you.  


“The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment.” (I Cor. 14-15) 
· What do you need to do to put these precepts into action? 

· How would you following these precepts affect your church? 

· What would happen if you did not follow these precepts? 

Session III: “GETTING STARTED” TO VENTURE INTO THY WORD


“Remember the Morning watch,” was the rallying cry on the Cambridge University campus in 1882. Several students intended on growing deeper in their faith at a time when the popularity of Godly devotion was being replaced by scientific and liberal thinking. These students decided to take a stand in adversity and academic backlash. Their lives would echo as they do today on our public high school and college campuses. They found the harsh reality that Christianity was not an academic pursuit, instead filling their schedules with lectures, sporting events, studies, and student gatherings and so forth, just like we do today, but without TV! 

The students found a fatal flaw in their busyness, even though they made a commitment to honor Christ: They had little time for the One they were honoring! As they described “A crack in our spiritual armor, if not closed will bring us disaster!” So they sought an answer to their dilemma, a scheme to balance the hectic schedules and honor God. They came up with a plan called “The Morning Watch,” that for the first few minutes of the day will be dedicated to know the Lord. One of the young men who was not fond of mornings devised a mechanical contraption with all kinds of levers and pulleys to persuade him out of bed! 

This idea spread like a wild fire and was used by God for a revival in England, which was depicted in the film “Chariots of Fire.” The modern missionary movement was born as many Evangelical Ministries still in existence today, such as the YMCA and the Boy Scouts. Many famous pastors and missionaries who influenced many generations all stemming from giving God the first fruits of your day. 

So will you meet this challenge? 


The Challenge is simple, the idea is pure and practical, and only requires your obedience and persistence! God desires our intimacy, our relationship, and our communion with His holiness. Wow, what an honor and opportunity to go before the holy Creator of the universe.  


“Listen to my cry for help, my King and my God, for to you I pray. In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation.” “My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and make music. Awake, my soul! Awake, harp and lyre! I will awaken the dawn.” Psalm 5:2-3; 57:7
    
So I challenge you to set aside time each day, the best time you have when you are the most alert and able to go before your creator and redeemer. 


If you are a new Christian desiring to know how to read the Bible or if you have been away from it for a while. If you have not ever been discipled or never really put in the time and effort into the “Walk with Christ,” then get ready to start. It is never too late, unless you die! 


The following “7-UP” guide is an excellent way to start your new life in Christ, or renew yourself and get back on track! I first learned of this while attending “Navigators” (a Christian outreach Bible study committed to discipleship on the college campus) meetings when I was in college.

Start it off simple, say 7 minutes, and you can call it “7-UP!” Seven minutes a day, seven days a week. 

· First, pray for guidance, and prepare your heart and mind, take 1/2 a minute. Tell God, how much you love Him. This is worship!
· Second read a passage from God’s Word, and spend at least 4 minutes. That can be just a couple of chapters. 


Do not know where to start? Start with the book of John. Or get a hold of the “The One Year Bible” from Tyndale. It has a passage from the Old Testament, the New Testament, as well as a Psalm and Proverb that take you through the whole Bible in a year. (This is reading at a rate of 15 minutes a day. To start out, cut it in half, and you are on track for 7-up.) You can also read half when you wake up and half when you go to bed to start off with. Or create your own schedule, just keep it up! 


If you are new to God’s Word or have been away from it for a while, get the “New Living Translation.” It is easy to read and understand. 

· Third, spend the rest of the 2 1/2 minutes in specific prayer. Such as your parents/family, school/work, people in your life, confession of your sins, and what you are thankful for. You may add the problems of our society, or spend it in silence and reverent meditation over the passage you just read, and that’s it!

Then, as you progress, you will have the desire to spend even more time. Most committed Christians will spend more than an hour in prayer each day plus time in scripture. You say you do not have the time? Well, many Christian leaders do it and they have schedules that would blow yours away!  

· There is always time, the question is will you make it? 
· So when the morning watch comes…. What will you do?

· What do you need to do to put these precepts into action? 

· How would you following these precepts affect your church? 

· What would happen if you did not follow these precepts? 

Session IV:  THE WHY OF BIBLE STUDY:

“We present you this book, the most valuable thing that this world affords. Here is the wisdom; this is the royal law; these are the lively oracles of God.” (The coronation of Queen Elizabeth, as she was given a Bible.) 

Too often most people will dismiss the Bible as an antiquated book of rhetoric, which has no meaning for us in our modern age. They believe that the Bible was responsible for the problems of darkness and disgust of ages past. 


Even Christians who carry her under their arms to church, may never venture into her pages, thus an insult may occur to their will and intellect. 


Yet the Bible has always been true. We may attempt to dismiss its claims and its intrusion into our lives. However the Bible has been the light in darkness, the strength in our weakness, our comfort in our troubles, and our guide for our life.  Because God’s Word is, “more precious than gold, than much pure gold; and is more sweeter than honey.” (Psalm 19:10)

When we try to live the Christian life alone without the guidance and support from the Word, we are like a pilot of an airplane flying through thick clouds totally confused. A pilot who then refuses to admit that they have vertigo (where you are disoriented and have no clue what direction you are going or even if you are upside down!) and continues to fly upside down! 

· As a Christian, we need to live a life of distinction, and the only way to receive the knowledge of that distinction is to get into the Word! 

· We do not want to be “bar-code” Christians who do not care what’s in the box only the label matters, or that Christianity is just “fire insurance” from hell!


We must seek out the truth and answers that we need, from the final authority, and not the ways of the world! If not, then we set ourselves up as the final judge and authority and not God, thus we will lead ourselves to hell from false truths and distractions. 


The point of Christianity is to be a transformed person, through self-surrender to our Lord’s holiness through His Word and prayer!


The Response of grace is to be a transformed person, through self-surrender to our Lord’s holiness through His Word and prayer!

REMEMBER:   THE BIBLE IS GOD’S LOVE LETTER TO YOU!
· We need to get into the Bible ourselves. One of the problems of Christianity today is that we are conditioned to be taught from the scriptures, but not to do it for ourselves.
· The cults place their authority elsewhere, and not in the Word!

THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE MATTERS! 


Because it brings us in line to His Holiness, and with reality! Science may have explanations, but they change completely every few years, however the Word of God never changes, what a great comfort! 


Science can never explain love, justice, peace, goodness, purity, sin… because you cannot quantify it in a microscope or scientific instrument! “Why we do what we do,” cannot be scientifically measured and hypothesized, that is why there are so many theories in science and psychology and they are always changing! 

· The Bible is read much, but studied little! 

· The truths of Scripture will transcend any other subject, discipline or passion! 


The Bible gives us a greater reality that can not be seen, but is clearly felt, and to deny it is like living in Huntington Beach in Southern California and never seeing the ocean!  

BECAUSE? 

· Because the Bible is a “SWORD” “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” (Heb 4:12)

The Bible is living and powerful. Thus Jesus is living, Jesus is sharp and will cut and penetrate our hearts. It will open us up from the inside out to reveal our nakedness and impurity! 

· Since the Bible is a sword, it is a weapon that can and will defeat the dark forces against us, so we must know it to be able to use it! “Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” (Eph 6:17)
· Because the Bible is a “TACTICAL WEAPON” “so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11)


You can aim the Bible for specific purposes.
· Because the Bible is a “SEED.” “So that, they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!” (Mark 4:1-9)


A small but powerful word can make a big miracle in the heart and the actions of the Bible student. And will only grow under the right soil conditions of His Spirit not in our will! 

· Because the Bible is a “MIRROR.” “Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does.” (James 1:21-25)

The Bible will reflect what is in our hearts and minds! It will show you the truth. Will you accept it? 

· Because the Bible is a “ROCK.” “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” (Matt 7:24-27)

The Bible is the foundation for our life and work. Without it, we are building on sand that will wash us away! Without it, we will be unable to withstand the pressures of life and the call Christ gives us! It is essential in building anything relevant and purposeful. 

· Because the Bible is “LIVING WATER.” “The Samaritan woman said to him, You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)  Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” “Sir, the woman said, you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds? Jesus answered, everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:9-14)

The Bible is the fountain we are to drink from!

· Because the Bible is our “BREAD.” “Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.” (I Pet 2:1-3)

The Bible is our spiritual food, and we are what we eat! 

· Because the Bible is the record of God speaking! 

· We cannot believe and trust in Christ without the knowledge from the Bible, because it is our primary source material. 

· If the Bible is in doubt, then all of our faith rests in the mud and has no foundation to stand on, that is why a high view of scripture is essential to the growing believer!


As you can see the Word of God is essential to our function as a Christian. It is essential to our understanding of not only God, but ourselves as well. Without God’s word we will be purposeless and disrupted from our call and the purpose for our salvation. When we base our lives on the Word of God, then Christ can create His work in us by the power of the Spirit! 

· What do you need to do to put these precepts into action? 

· How would you following these precepts affect your church? 

· What would happen if you did not follow these precepts? 

Session V:  VALUE IS A MATTER OF WORTH, SO WHAT IS IT WORTH TO YOU?

“So What” you say?

· The Bible brings us into the reality of life! 

· The world is a material temporary entity. We are being formed for eternity! That is, this life is a mere rehearsal for the main performance and its many stays for the life to come. 

· The Bible is a greater reality than what is seen!

SO FIND OUT FOR YOURSELVES!
· The Bible calls us to faith and accountability in its entirety, and to have faith in it without risk (since our place is already secured in heaven!) and with trust in any situation we encounter.

· The Bible is reliable and stands the test of time, so is your trust there or elsewhere? 

· The Bible is the reliable source of historical information, the record of God speaking!

· The Bible is the source for our contact and guidance with our creator!  

· The Bible is our story, our history, our struggles, our opportunities, our hope and the climax of His plan and redemption. 

· The Bible tells who we are and what we are, it gives us purpose and meaning, and our response is how we choose to live.

· The Bible is our source for life and liberty and happiness!

· The Bible is our secure mast on the boat of life, struggling in its way through the storms of the world. It is our firm foundation, which we need to grip tightly. 


The Bible is not to be a secret, but shared and communicated with power and conviction, because it has been entrusted to us as bearers of, as agents of, and witness of its truth!

· This will give you greater personal conviction, “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.”(Phil. 3:10)!
· Your life will change “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.” (John 1:1-3)!
· Your attitudes will change “I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people -- not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case, you would have to leave this world.” 
(I Cor. 5:9-10)!
· You will be pointed in the right direction, “but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” (Isaiah 40:31)!
· The glory of God will be pointed out to you, “Ah, Sovereign LORD," I said, "I do not know how to speak; I am only a child…” (Jeremiah 1:6f)!

· The Bible will break through our self-will and deceptions, including sin and temptations and rationalizations, because the Bible is the voice of God! “I hope you will put up with a little of my foolishness; but you are already doing that…”  (II Cor 11:1f)
· The temptation of Jesus was to satisfy His physical hunger, but His focus was the Father!

· There is no other final authority than the Word of God!

REMEMBER: THE BIBLE CHANGES LIVES!
· You will become a greater person by being a greater servant. 

· Your message and witness will be increased greatly.

· Bible study reveals real life principles for us all. Our problems and struggles become minor shadows to His glory! 


The promise of scripture is that it may not promise us riches and problem free lives, what it does promise is His presence. When we place our trust in Christ because of His Word to guide us, then we will have lives enriched with purpose, meaning and fulfillment. 


“Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” (Joshua 1:8) 
Checkout Proverbs 1 and Psalm 1

· Ask the Lord to give you strength and perseverance in discipleship, to remain true to your calling and opportunities He has for you! 

· Let us not forget the results of placing Christ first in our lives! “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you;” “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” (Psalm 119:11;105) 
Checkout John 8:31-36; 15:11; 16:33; 17:17 

· What do you need to do to put these precepts into action? 

· How would you following these precepts affect your church? 

· What would happen if you did not follow these precepts? 

Session VI:   THE MAIN GOAL OF BIBLE STUDY: 

DON’T JUST INTERPRET IT, BUT APPLY IT TO YOUR LIFE!

Unfortunately a lot of Christian’s even pastors think that all we have to do is read the Bible, and do what it says, and there is nothing to interpret. Or they will react against the educated “professional” Christian who is a teacher, scholar or pastor. They see that person taking the Bible away from them, and wrapping it in confusion. They do not want the Bible to be some kind of obscure book they cannot understand. But what they are in fact doing is reading the Bible without any understanding and making excuses for it and it is very doubtful they are doing what it says! (Of course, some scholar’s love to wrap things in confusion!)
· Some Christians have no problems with interpretation, it is the application and obedience that they have trouble with. We tend to understand the precepts of the Bible so well that we will rationalize them away, such as “do everything without complaining or arguing” (Phil. 2:14).  Thus we complain and argue all the time. 

· The primary goal of interpretation is to find the “plain meaning” of the Bible!

REMEMBER:   BE SURE TO INCORPORATE WHAT YOU KNOW INTO YOUR LIFE!
· It is not enough TO KNOW something; but we must be able TO DO something, this is what our response to grace and sanctification is about!


There are too many people in the world that just do not get it! Just as the Pharisees asked Jesus for a miracle after He fed over 4,000 people! Just as some crazy guy was screaming at the airport ticket person to get on his flight after they announced the airport is closed due to fog. Just as so many Christians sit in their pews every Sunday and do nothing for the Lord; they just do not get it! (Mark 8)

One of the great things about the Bible is it is honest with the characters that it portrays. If we were to write such a book, would we explain our weakness and stupidity, or how great we are? The Bible reveals the good, the bad, and the ugly, and it will be with us too! 


“You search the scriptures because you believe they give you eternal life. But the Scriptures point to me.” (John 5:39)

The question is do we get it? Since the Bible is God’s authoritative Word, we no doubt will spend more time in it! Are we prepared to allow the Word of God to get inside us and make changes and to transform and renew our minds for His glory? (Romans 12)
· If the Bible is not where you place your trust, then where is your trust and where will it lead you? 

· We cannot have the Words of Jesus without the Bible!

· The Bible is the chariot that carries the voice of God!


We as the people of God who have been saved from our sins by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ have a call, a mandate: to preserve His Word, and to proclaim His Word. We must remain steadfast in this call to our individual selves, as well as our neighbor. 


“We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? (Heb. 2:1-3)
A word about all those different versions, and translations:


Remember the Bible was written in Hebrew for most of the Old Testament, and Greek in the New Testament. So there are always many ways to translate a different language. 


You can do it literally such as the “ESV” and “NASB” word for word, or as close as possible while keeping it readable such as the “NIV.” And you can translate it into a contemporary language so it is easy to read such as the “Contemporary English version,” or the “New Century Version” or “The Message.” But they are being loose with the original language, thus are paraphrases and lose some of the real literal meaning. They are good for reading through the Bible to get to know it, but for serious Bible study you need the “NASB” “The New King James Version” or the “NIV.” 

See Appendix B 

So which one should I read?  


I recommend the “New International Version” (NIV) as your main Bible for study, and the “New living Translation” (NLT) for devotions. Then you can choose either the “The New King James Version” (NKJV) or the “New American Standard Bible” (NASB) to compare with. And one or more of the paraphrases, my favorite is the “Contemporary English version” (CEV) and the “New living Translation,” they are excellent for getting to know the Word and for daily devotions! So you will have at least 3 translations, you can also get a “Parallel Bible” that lists several translations side by side.
NOW WHAT? NOW I KNOW WHY; WHAT DO I DO?

So how do we study the Bible? Countless copies of scripture are sold and sit on shelves and bookcases unread! Why? Because people do not know how to engage it, how to read the Word of our Lord: Too apprehensive with fear of conviction or unsure how to go about it. 


Yet God himself gives us the directions and the ability to proceed. 


“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.” (Matt 7:7) 

“He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.” (John 14:24)

“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.” (James 1:25) 


We can make the Bible real in our lives, so let us not be filled with fear or with apprehension; but, put our discouragement away with confidence that we can go before God by the power of His Spirit, through His Word!


So jump in and envelop yourself in the study of God’s Word. You may start off with Genesis or with Matthew or John. You may want to do a little O.T. and N.T. each time, in which case I recommend the “One Year Bible” by Tyndale. 


The following is a simple seven-(7) step process to grow in God’s Word. This is designed for you to get the most out of your studies. By focusing on His Word firsthand, then the power and transformation that the early Christians had can be yours! Then you can have the life of a disciple, a life transformed by the work of our Lord, and applying the Bible to your life.

“He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.” (II Thess. 2:14-15)
· What do you need to do to put these precepts into action? 

· How would you following these precepts affect your church? 

· What would happen if you did not follow these precepts? 

Session VII:  STEP I:  “KNOWING THE KNOWABLE” 
BRINGING OUR MIND TO BE RIGHT WITH GOD! 


“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.” (Romans 12:1-3)

If we do not have the right attitude and mindset, you will not get much out of God’s Word, because your will is in the way of His!

The Word of God will not allow us to stumble in the dark and be the straw that blows in the wind, depending on the whims and trends of our culture.  


By knowing the knowable will keep us centered on what is right and true in a world that has lost its direction and compass. The world’s relativism and materialism that has rejected the truth and God will not capture us who place our trust in Christ. And our trust will gain momentum and grow through His Word.
Now that you have established a constant devotional time with God that includes Bible reading and prayer, you will find yourself hungering for More! That is the Holy Spirit working in you, desiring you to grow in Him! Desiring you to dive deeper and more earnestly into His Word. 

These “steps” are in stages from beginner to more advanced and so forth. As you advance in your faith and practice, then each stage will help prepare and challenge you to grow closer in our Love relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ.  

· We all are beginners, do not skip “stages” thinking you already know it, because we do not always know what we think we know!

FIRST: PRAYER! “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.” (Psalm 119:18) 

This is the essential first step, to always, always start anything, especially studying the Bible with communication to God! 

· Do not just open up in a short quip of prayer, be in a state of prayer from the time you open the Book of God until you close the cover. 

· No microscope or scientific instrument will open up the wonders and meanings more than prayer. 

· You are before the Holiness of God when you are in His Word. So be in continual prayer through your entire time of study and reading. 


“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.” (James 1:5-6) 
· We must be in tune with the author to be able to understand His book!

SECOND:  DIRECT YOUR WILL AND SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY! 


We must submit to the authority of Scripture, even if it goes against our experience and perceptions, and especially if it goes against our will. We cannot have a growing and mature relationship in Christ without being discipled, and we cannot be discipled without being submissive. Tough to do in our culture, but a must for us to do, to be all we can be for His glory! 


“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him. Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world? Jesus replied, If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.” (John 14:21-24) 

What is discipleship?  It is the growing commitment by the power of the Holy Spirit, which is a lifestyle rooted in Christ: Christ as our Lord, and not just a Savior. That means we are not lords of our manor, or even of ourselves, rather Christ is our King. This is also what worship is, giving Christ our best through praise and thanksgiving. 

· This means that our will is surrendered to the Lordship of Christ as our King!  

· Pray to the Lord and ask Him to become more “real” to you! 

· When we realize who we are in Christ, how “real” He is, then our trust and obedience becomes more constant and continual!


You have to make a commitment and stick to it. By sticking to it will allow you to become more motivated and constant, thus the more you do, the easier it becomes! 


“If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident that we ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! If I rebuild what I destroyed, I prove that I am a lawbreaker. For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”  (Gal. 2: 17-21)
· If not we become the disgruntled “pew-sitter” who gossips and complains out of arrogance and apathy, who models the rotten aspects of life in the world in the name of Christ! 


Make the Bible a habit! Psychologists tell us it can take over 40 days for an action to become a habit. So be patient and invest the time, and do not expect instant results. Gifted mature Christians have spent decades studying it! So do not give up!  Do not be like most people who give up after a few days or weeks!
· Make a VOW, A Commitment. “For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” (I Cor. 2:2) 

Take the initiative! Be constant and continual, do not expect great grand slams off the first pitches, as with anything, it takes time!
· You must have the desire. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.” (Mat 5:6)  
· Pick a Good Time. “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.” (Mk 1:35) 

When you are the most alert and at your best. If you are not a night person then do not do it then! We need to give God the best part of our day, and not our leftovers!  Sometimes it is best to split it in two, like morning and evening. BE CONSISTENT!  Whatever the time: And do not stand God up!

Remember the Morning Watch. “Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.” (Psalm 90:14) 

Most Christians through the centuries gave God that time! Because that is when we are usually most alert and uncluttered with the day's activities.
If you start off halfheartedly you will fail! 


You must allow the reading of the Word to be securely rooted in who you are as a person. Tell others what you are doing so they can hold you accountable!

“See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. And this is what he promised us--even eternal life.”
 (I John 2:24-25)

· Know for certain and be encouraged that you can do it, you can stand firm in the Word, you can be transformed!
THIRD:  LOGGING TIME
· Spend time keeping the Bible “Dusted” by reading and re-reading it!
· Make a commitment on how much you will read. Use a chart or a notebook to see your progress. If you just do it occasionally, you will receive benefit, but not as much as you would being constant.  


See Appendix D for a Bible reading chart. 

RELAX! “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”  (Psalm 46:10) 

Quiet yourself and spend a little time waiting on God, listening. Do NOT rush into God’s Word! Do not be in a hurry! Do not race through the Word of God! And do not bite off more than you can chew, reading more than you can.

“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” (PSALM 139:23-24)
SET GOALS FOR YOURSELF:

· Make a commitment to how much time you will spend. I suggest starting off at 15 minutes after mastering the “7-UP” minutes and then build up. Do not start too much or you will burn out! Most mature Christians spend over 1 hour a day. 

· 15 minutes in the morning, 15 minutes at lunch, and 15 minutes before bed will = 45 minutes. (You have 168 hours in a week, how much will belong to God?)
· Make a commitment when you will read: For example: Start off in the morning and then again in the evening, and slowly start to increase the time. Do not watch the clock, stay focused! 

REMEMBER: Quality is more important than Quantity! 

· Have a Special Place. “Early the next morning Abraham got up and returned to the place where he had stood before the LORD.” (Gen. 19:27)

Have a place you can go constantly that has few distractions and is comfortable with good lighting and secluded. Be alone, where it is quiet and you will not be disturbed, where you can pray out loud too.  


“Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him.”

 (Luke 22:39)

· Watch your life change as the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ works out in your life.


“If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus…” (Philippians 2:1-18)
· Think, Pray, and pray again!

FOURTH: BE OPEN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT
· Unless you are open to Him, how can He teach you? 

       "I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.” (John 16:12-14)
· John 1:9:  “The true light that gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.”

· Do not go into Bible Study with your own agenda; rather let the Holy Spirit direct you.

· Always use discernment and guidance from experienced Bible students!

· Rely on the Power of God!


God’s Word is knowable to us! As clear as crystal, in fact, more clear than anything ever written on religion or philosophy; clearer than your daily newspaper!
· What clouds it up is when we infuse our own agenda and feeble thinking into it!

REMEMBER TO ALWAYS: BEGIN and END YOUR STUDY IN PRAYER.
· And in the meantime, be in prayer. This will take practice and discipline. Do not feel discouraged, it takes time and effort. Be patient and He will come with more power to you! 

· You will soon find that prayer will be a second nature to you and will come off with no effort at all! Your instincts will engage in prayer for everything first as you grow and mature in Him! 

· Ask the Lord to open your eyes for guidance, insight and application; open your heart to His Will. 

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” (II Tim 2:15)
· What do you need to do to put these precepts into action? 

· How would you following these precepts affect your church? 

· What would happen if you did not follow these precepts? 

Session VIII: STEP II:   “HOW:” THE METHOD OF GETTING INTO GOD’S WORD

“My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God.”

(Proverbs 2:1-5)


This is the basics on how we can go about studying God’s Word. This is called the science of “exegetical method,” but there is no need for big words here. These are the basic procedures a pastor or experienced teacher of the Word will learn in Bible School and Seminary to prepare sermons and commentaries, but boiled down in a clearer and simpler way for you to understand and apply. 


This will allow you to better understand and apply God’s Word and then even teach it to others! These methods are not for the professional Christians only, they are the tools for all disciples of the Lord! 


Remember, there is no “best way,” only that we do it. This study is about placing the “bur” under the saddle to get the horse moving, plugging in the computer so we can use it! 


A lot of people get lost at first by digging out the family Bible with its beautiful leather cover and thin parchment pages. But find it difficult to understand and then give up because it is a type too hard to read, a font too small for the eyes to track, and a translation that is impossible to follow. Thus make sure you have a good readable translation. There are numerous resources out there, take advantage of them, even Bibles with large easy to read type.  

How to Start??? First by:
· Select the verse, book, and passage you wish to study. Either start with Genesis or Matthew, some Bible teachers suggest John. If this is too much, then begin with I Thessalonians, it is easy to understand. The point is to do it.  Do not just jump into tough books like Revelation or Romans first. Get to know the Gospels first! 
· Discover what our Lord has to say to you! Do not be overwhelmed! Yes the Bible looks ominous and un-climbable, so you just start. Like eating an elephant, you do it by one bite at a time, then one day it will be done! 

REMEMBER: It is simply not enough to know what you want to do – You have to know the right way of doing it. Like following a recipe in cooking or working on your car with the manual.
FIRST:  PRAY! 

· Ask God into your study as your teacher. Ask Him to free your mind from distractions and help you concentrate. You are entering a learning partnership with Christ!

A good plan is essential to any undertaking.

SECOND: LOOK AT THE WHOLE BOOK (i.e. a single book in the Bible) “SEE THE BIG PICTURE”

For example, if you are going to study John, read the book of John in an easy to read translation, like the “New Living Translation.” Read it like reading a favorite novel! Enjoy it! Read it through in one setting with no distractions. An average reader will take 30 minutes to 1 hour. That way you will gain an overall understanding. It is best to do this step 2 or 3 times! 

· Preview it. Read it like a novel. Try a different translation if you are having difficulty.  Then Read slowly and keep re-reading, this will help you remember. 

· Like a wide-angle lens – OVERVIEW the big picture. Remember the context! See the whole picture of what is going on. The reason most people do not get it, is because they do not get into it!
· Study whole books; book by book and not just topics or chapters.

· Like putting together a puzzle, start with a corner and then the straight edges. Start with the obvious in its context, and the rest will be revealed from there! 

· If you first look too close to a tree, you may not realize you are in a Forrest! 

THIRD: READ CAREFULLY.  EXAMINE IT WITH A MICROSCOPE.
“WHOLE TO PARTS TO WHOLE”

Start by skimming the whole book, then re-read each chapter at a time more carefully, then reread it very carefully and slowly in a good translation. Then check out other translations, commentaries, and dictionaries. Repetition is the key to understanding!
· Read carefully; study it! Remember, most Christians read the Bible, but few will study it! Use the NIV, NKJV, or NASB versions. Do not be distracted and do not stop. Try reading aloud for better concentration. 

· Do not read a passage here and there. Read through a whole book through and through systematically, then the chapters, and then study the verses, verse by verse in order. You are not at a buffet. 

· Imagine yourself as a participant. As if it is your story. As if you are there. 

· Let God speak to you, as the main goal is to know our Lord better, not just to gain more knowledge!

· Look out for topics, logic, and direction.

· Meditate and pray over the passages that “Speak” to you as you re-read, then memorize those key passages. 

· Examine what is being said.

I.    First in chapters.
II.   Second in Paragraphs
III.  Third in Verses.
FOURTH: MAKE USE OF THE BOOK CHART (step VII).

Write down what God is saying to you and what you have discovered and learned. By doing this, it will allow you to apply it to your life better! 

ALWAYS BE AWARE OF THE CONTEXT!
· The “nitty-gritty” For REVIEW: read a whole book at least three times in an easy to read translation. Then read each chapter you are studying in a good translation at least three times. Then read the verses, verse by verse in order. Then you will be amazed at how much more you will pick up!
I. See it!
II. Know it!
III. Do it!
REMEMBER: BIBLE STUDY IS WORK!

Growing in the spirit – it is a day by day growth; just like learning to read, the study of mathematics, science, or playing a musical instrument. It takes time and effort!
So what about devotional reading? 


Can we just read the Bible? After all, the same Spirit that inspired the writers of the Bible can inspire us too? Of course, we also need to read the Bible devotionally regularly as a love letter, for our edification and growth. Devotional reading is one kind of Bible reading that is essential for our growth and discipleship. But devotional reading is not study, and this book is designed to teach you how to study the Bible. And as you learn these principles and tools, your devotional reading will increase in value too because you will be able to instinctually use these common sense tools. 

· We must learn to study the Bible to gain more insights into God’s character and call for us! 

HARD WORK WILL PAY OFF!

· What do you need to do to put these precepts into action? 

· How would you following these precepts affect your church? 

· What would happen if you did not follow these precepts? 

Session IX: STEP III:  “OBSERVE IT:” ASK WHAT DOES IT SAY?! 


“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly.”  (II TIM 2:15-16)

Now Begin a detailed study of the passage. You thought you already did? Actually, you have just begun! This is the step where God’s Word becomes clearer and more understandable. This is where you can write down what you see in the chart on “step IV” or in a notebook or diary.  

· Effective observation takes time and practice. So be patient.

Observation is taking a careful look of what is going on. And we have to know what is going on before we can act on a plan or action. A good police officer must know the situation before they can intercede correctly: Bible students must know the Word themselves before they can teach it. 


Too many people like to dive into a decision without looking at the options and consequences. Too many Bible students will jump into teaching without fully knowing their subject, that is why we have so much bad teaching on TV, and so many false teachings and blatant heresies in the church.

Emotions and desires have been substituted for principle logic and study, greed and power have replaced honoring our Lord! 


Like planning a road trip, you need to know where you are going; and then you can look back where you have been: Get Ready to CHART IT! That is to write down what you learn, so you can go back to it and see how you have grown, and to review His incredible Word! This will be step VII. 

OBSERVING IS: Before the process of interpretation, asking, “What does it say?” You must do this before you ask what does it mean and how to apply it to your life! 

· If you do the opposite as many do, you will not go deep enough and allow God’s Word to transform you before you respond to that change! 

· When we try to do something for God before we are changed is like trying to drive a car manual instead of the car itself: When we are working with the plans only and not the finished product, we will end up accomplishing nothing! 
HOW TO DO THE OBSERVATION:

FIRST: Give the Book the “Looks.”

· Look for a stated purpose.

· Look for repeated phrases.

· Look for the point.

· Look who is involved?

If you do not know what to “look” for, you will not find much!

· Look for the time of events, the sequence, “once, then, now, will be, etc.”

Once you know what to look for, a whole new world opens up to you! You will see the words come to you as marvelous revelations as the Holy Spirit comes upon you!
· Look for persons, places, events, and ideas.

· Look for logical Connectives, i.e. Therefore, But, Since, So, Thus, Because, For, That, etc. (Conjunction junction, what’s your function?) This is very important because it tells us of a transition or summary and application from a logic statement or line of reasoning. 

Such as:
· BUT, Even though, Much More, Yet, Although, Then, and Nevertheless is a “Contrast,” the ideas and information that point to a difference, that set themselves off from each other for comparison and emphasis. 
· As, For, and So, refer to a “Correlative,” that is a mutual dependency, a pair that is closely related to each other. 

· Until, Now, When, Before, After, Since, Where and While are time or place references and in grammar called “Temporal Connectors.” They refer to a time and/or place, use a Bible map to see for yourself.  

· Because, For this reason, For…, and Since refer to a “Reasoning.” They draw conclusions and inferences from the argument and/or information presented. They included causes, motives, justifications, explanations, ideas, acts, sense, and conclusions that result to name a few. 

· Too, Also, As, Just, Likewise, And, So Also, and Like are “Comparisons.”  They communicate parallel ideas and facts that are similar or different. 

· So Then, Therefore, As a result, Thus, and Then are “Results.” Usually a consequence, an issue or effect that has or will happen. Or a boiling down of the point for an application, the Epistles are filled with them. See a “therefore,” then ask what is it there for?
· That, So That, and In Order That, are also “results” but with more of a specific Purpose. 

· IF is a “Condition” flowing from a logical argument, usually starts off with IF and concludes a meaning with THEN. That the truth depends on the preceding statement or requirement and “If” is the “sound bite” referring to a conclusion that has a condition attached. “Then” is the consequence or conclusion of the argument.  “If you touch a hot stove, then you will get burned.”
Notice other important words!

REMEMBER: VERY EXTREMELY IMPORTANT IS THE CONTEXT!

The context is what is going on around the passage you are studying. If you take and read one verse without carefully studying the previous and preceding text, you will miss a great deal and possibly misinterpret what is being said. Some of the preachers on TV love to do this, that is why so many people are being led astray by false teaching!
· “Always, always, always beware of the context! Cults and false teachers do not do this! So unless you want to start a cult…
THINGS TO OBSERVE:

· Verbs are crucial! If you are not sure of the meaning, then check “Webster’s.”  But beware the verb meanings are in English and may not be corresponding to the original meaning (That is why we check several translations, unless you know Greek and Hebrew). And check NOUNS in “Bible Dictionaries!” The context will give you the clues! 
· Define the meaning of the important words you are studying, do not assume you know, check it out, by looking them up! 

· Look at what is actually being said?

· STUCK? Then try reading aloud!
· Notice the setting.

· Consider words used more than once, and repeated phrases. 

· Compare passage/verse too similar verses i.e. “Scripture interprets scripture.” Use a “Concordance” or a “Chain Reference Bible.”

· Notice the implications

· Notice what is being taught

· Notice the promises

· Notice carefully the underlining principle(s)

· What about the life, work, teaching, presence of Jesus Christ?

· Look out for types of “literary style.” That is history, philosophy, drama, poetry, wisdom and law. The Bible is a collection of 66 books written over a 1,500-year period of time, each with its own literary style. Some books are “history” such as I & II Kings and I & II Chronicles. Some books are “Law” such as Leviticus and Deuteronomy. See appendix A
· Look at different translations (at least 3, such as the ESV, NIV, NASB, and a paraphrase like CEV or NLT, or “Amplified Bible”). Get a “Parallel Bible” it has several translations side by side.  


Like looking at a diamond from only one angle is like looking at glass, you see nothing interesting or spectacular. But when you turn the diamond in the light, you see all the facets and depth, so it is with scripture! Looking at the various translations side by side is like looking at more facets, it brings out the “3-D” depth, and becomes clearer and easier to understand and then to teach! 
· What do you need to do to put these precepts into action? 

· How would you following these precepts affect your church? 

· What would happen if you did not follow these precepts? 

Session X: STEP III (B):  “OBSERVE IT-INTERPRETATION.”  ASK WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

“Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”   (Philippians 2:12-13)

When observing we first ask what it says, then and only then can we observe what it means. Too many people like to get into a hurry and “cut to the chase” for the meaning, and miss out on a lot and even get the meaning wrong! This is the crucial step we have to undertake before we apply it to our lives. There are no easy ways out, or shortcuts to understanding any great works of literature, especially God’s Word! 


This is the task called “exegesis.” This fancy word simply means to study a text carefully, logically and systematically to find the original intended meaning.


This is the process of gaining the “plain truth” of what the passage you are studying means. It is more than just “common sense,” and it is common sense. This is where we pick at the text and in so doing, we are picking at our hearts and minds! 


Remember, we must come before the Word with an open heart and mind. This will allow us to discover more of the meaning. We cannot be closed off to His work, and what He has to teach us. We cannot have our own agenda and expectations that take up all the room in our hearts and minds, that leave no room for God. We cannot have a mind already made up in our image and limited experience because God is fully capable. But He does not usually steam roll over our will, He allows us to work it out, that is what Philippians 2 is all about. 

· If we go to scripture to only be comforted, we will find ourselves spiritually bankrupted. 


“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Gal. 2:20),

We must go before our Lord with the attitude of being poured out before Him with nothing left of our will. Then humbly ask, “please my Lord reveal to me what you want me to learn and to grow. Reveal to me the things you wish me to change, show me how I can be my best for your glory.”
· When we go before God with only what we want, all we will hear in return is our echoed assumptions! 


“You have seen many things, but have paid no attention; your ears are open, but you hear nothing." (Isaiah 42:20)


We will not gain much with the attitude to just ask God to show us a neat trick, or just help me through this issue, or to just bless me… We must have a lifestyle of conviction and learning. Even when the revelation may shake us out of our tree of comfort. Because everything God has to reveal to us is wonderful. However, we may not see the wonder until years later, or not even until we are called home. 


Take comfort that God is sovereign, He is in charge. And He does have a wonderful plan for you. Just beware, we cannot go through the committed life of a disciple with the fear of being convicted, or hide in the face of challenge. We cannot tremble as ostriches with our heads in the sand, ignoring the truth that the Holy Spirit has for us. We must be prepared to receive conviction and be willing to change. We need to have an open door to being disturbed. Thus, instead of the “do not disturb” sign on our door to our Lord, it must say, “come on in, disturb all you want.” Because God is God and we are not!  

· Let God have His way with you!

· We must know our weaknesses and limitations as creatures filled with sin! 

· Ask our Lord to open you before Him, to allow yourself to go beyond your culture, education and experience! Then the meaning will come alive! 

· We cannot apply what we do not know and understand!

Watch God’s Word unfold before you.

 
These are three crucial areas or rules of “exegesis” that we have to know before we can interpret correctly: 

A. We must be aware of our nature, that is we, as fallen humans will compare all that we see, hear, read and understand to what we have already previously experienced and have learned. We also have to take into account our culture, education, emotional level, and anything else that makes us human and separated from the pure character of God. Thus we are extremely limited in our scope to perceive in a pure logical and precise way (hence why people disagree on every subject known). 
B. We must be aware of the nature of Scripture and the Divine Author's intent. There are several different types of literature or as scholars say “genre” types, by different human writers with different cultures, education and audience, all Divinely inspired. 
C. In the same thought, God has given us a very capable brain and resource to use. In other words “you can do it.” 

Thus we are the interpreters! What we read filters through our will and perceptions and then we try to make sense of it. It also filters through the types of literature, the “dual nature” of Scripture, which is the Divine Author and the human hand that penned it (God’s Word is still infallible and inspired through this dual nature). We cannot just infuse our experience and limited understanding into the text what is not there and give the credit to the Holy Spirit. We cannot think that our way of thinking is the correct and only way (hence why there are so many denominations). Because even with the meaning and expression of a word can vary from person to person as we add our perceptions into everything (hence why and how language changes and evolves or de-evolves). 

· The Bible was written in the words of people through their cultures, times and histories, all Divinely inspired by the Holy Spirit!

· The Bible speaks to us through every language and culture that has ever or will ever exist! 


When we are aware of this “tension” between the Bibles language, history, literature, and our perceptions, then we can be careful interpreters. We can be on guard, and be in prayer: So that we are focused on Christ and His Word and not ourselves. 


See appendix A for a list of “genres” literature to be aware of. 
· What do you need to do to put these precepts into action? 

· How would you following these precepts affect your church? 

· What would happen if you did not follow these precepts? 

Session XI: Be aware of the CONTEXT!

There are two main areas of “context” we always need to be aware of and ask the text: “what are the “historical” and what are the “literary ”settings?” That is the content of what is going on in the text. What is going on preceding and after our text?  The type(s) of literature, and the various cultural factors. What are the point and train of thought? This in scholarly circles is called “Hermeneutics” the study of interpretation.  See Appendix A
1. The Historical Context: This is the type of literature “genres” that refer to the time period and culture of the people who wrote it and are writing to. The Locations such as the travels of Paul and Jesus, and the time and the sequence of events. This refers to the “occasion” and “purpose” of the Author's intention and how and what it means to them and how and what it means to us.
Such as what is the personal background of Isaiah? What was his position (job)?  Who was he writing to? What were the people like (culture and customs)? What were their expectations? These are some of the key questions to ask in order to know what is going on. Carefully reading the text and Bible Encyclopedias, Handbooks, and Dictionaries will give you those insights. But make sure you make your own observations first!
2. The Literary Context: This is the meaning of the words; the Nouns, Verbs, and Adjectives. Both the meaning of the word(s) itself as well as what they mean in their context of sentence structure and surrounding passages. You can do this quite simply by comparing the word you wish to “dig” by looking at a Concordance and at various translations. Such as the word “Denarius” in the Gospels. You may automatically think it is money. And you are right, but what kind of money? What was it used for? What is the amount and its worth? These are critical questions to understand the meaning of the passage. Be aware that the verse numbers paragraphs and chapters are not part of the original text! 

When you read, ask, “What does it mean?”

· Look for the meanings of words and phrases in the context! Use Bible Dictionaries.
· Look at different translations side by side. I Recommend the E.S.V. or N.I.V. or N.A.S.B. for serious study, but the New Living Translation, J.B. Philips, The Message, Amplified, C.E.V., and New Century versions make good insights. Remember, they are paraphrases and not accurate translations. Do not take them literally. Just allow them to give you insight and overview.
· ANALYZE by gathering facts and all the information available to you.


Do not solely rely on commentaries and study Bibles, nothing beats studying for yourself, because you will get addicted to rely on them and thus get lazy on your personal studies! Use the commentaries just to see what you may have missed, and what you do not understand!
THINGS TO DO:


· Paraphrase the passage yourself.

· What is supported?

· What are the conclusions?

· REMEMBER:  Be on the look out for VERBS. They are crucial. “Tense, voice, mood, person, & number.” You know the stuff from grade school! If you need help, check out a grammar textbook, some dictionaries have basic English summaries that will be a great help! Keep in mind the Bible was not written in English! For more serious study check out “Dictionary of New Testament Theology”, by Colin-Brown, pub  by Regency; which goes through the English words and gives the Greek words and in-depth insights. 

The BIG THING TO DO:


Make an emotional identification into the text. Place yourself as a participant, being active in it as if it is your story, as if you are there. We do this naturally when we watch a good movie or TV show. We become a participant vicariously. It captures our attention and interest, as if we are there! Thus, we will cry or laugh, because it touched us. Nothing is more interesting or spectacular than the stories in the Bible. So what is stopping you from being active in it? 
THINGS TO VIEW AND ASK AND TO APPLY:

· Ask what is actually being said?

· Try reading aloud!

· Consider nothing insignificant!

· Discuss with other Bible students.

· Have a mentor to ask questions.

· Look for stuff to carry out in your life.

· Write down your questions and what you do not understand. This helps us grow!
· What are the implications to be applied?

· What is being taught to be transformed us?

· What are the promises that I can take to heart?

· What about the life, work, teaching, and presence of Jesus Christ? How can I model His Character?
· What is our duty?

· What is God’s character?

· Look out for types of “literary style.” That is history, philosophy, drama, poetry, wisdom and law. (See appendix A)
· Make a commitment to the meaning.

· Try to write the verse or an entire passage in your own words!

· Accept what it says: This is God’s Word!


Then, and only after you pursued the questions to your passage, then go to a commentary! There are several good sets available from the classic “Matthew Henry,” to more modern versions such as, “With the Word” by Wiersbe and Halley’s Bible Handbook.” These are the single devotional style one volume books, simple to read and understand, and great for general overviews and insights. And there are two great study Bibles I recommend, “NIV Study Bible” or the “New Geneva Study Bible,” that has a Bible and notes on most of the passages. Then there are multi-volume sets, pick from such solid Biblical publishers as Tyndale, Inter- Varsity, Zondervan, Moody Press, Eerdmans, Baker, or Thomas Nelson. My personal favorite is, “The Expositor’s Bible Commentary”, Zondervan, or its condensed version the “NIV Bible Commentary” also by Zondervan.

Ask a pastor you trust because unfortunately there is a lot of garbage out there.  Beware and be discerning, always compare Scripture to Scripture, and do not rely just on people’s opinions! 

· Learning to think “exegetically” will give you a deeper and richer experience in your relationship with Christ because you are in a deeper and richer understanding of His Word! 

· Your study and reading will become more enjoyable and exciting!

Session XII: Why do Christians disagree on a lot of points?
One of the great themes of the Bible is God’s love and saving grace to us who do not deserve it!

First, we may make a lot of “LOGICAL” errors, and misinterpret it and/or take a passage(s) out of its context, or rush through it. We look at one ambiguous text and ignore the clear scores of others. Christians are not perfect and are subject to reasoning and judgment fallacies. Even the greatest scientific minds disagree for these same reasons! Hence why there are so many theories in science, and they are always changing. 


Second, we are limited by the education and knowledge we process, and by the information at our disposal, and knowing how to use that information! Our perspectives are limited and we do not always see the big picture, thus our interpretations are sometimes flawed, or the adequate work and effort was not put into it. 


Third, One of the biggest causes of errors is our prejudices. That is our preconceived ideas and biases that cloud our thinking. Such as believing in a particular mode of baptism or end time theory. We may grow up in a church that practices “believers baptism” or “infant baptism” only, thus are unwilling to look deeper theologically at the other views. 


People tend to rationalize their faulty beliefs instead of researching and discovering the facts for themselves. Or they do not want to know or grow beyond their limited experience, or base decisions on emotions and do not seriously see the logic. 


Fourth, we are still full of sin and fall way short, thus we are susceptible to the influences of Satan and are unable to reason with true perfection! 


For example, in John 1:1 the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe Jesus is not God, but “a god” as Lucifer to be a god in their theology. In I Corinthians 15:29, the Mormons believe it is OK to baptize people who have already died. In Mark 16:18, some American Appalachian sects handle poisonous snakes to prove their faith. Some Bible teachers on TV use 3 John 2 as an excuse to teach the “health and wealth” gospel. Yet when you examine these texts they do not teach any of those things! These are classic cases of bad interpretation for the reasons fore mentioned. 

· The Bible does not teach anything we please.

· The Bible cannot mean something else from what it does say. The Bible cannot mean what it never meant!

What about studying topics? If you want to study a topic in the Bible the Concordance is your main resource. By looking up the subject and then studying the various passages on the subject, and in their context. Also, be on the lookout for words of similar meaning. Such as studying “gossip,” you need to also look up “tongue.” 

The “Chain-Reference Bible” and the “The New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge” by Nelson will be indispensable. Other resources are “Naves Topical Bible” and “Meredith’s Book of Bible Lists” by Bethany: These are wonderfully helpful works!
· You will follow the same steps as studying a Book, but also comparing passages side by side. Newer computer software from “Nelson,” Parson’s,” and “Zondervan” make this job a cinch! 

· Make sure you read and study all the passages in the Bible on your subject. If you do not, you will make a lot of “Exegetical Fallacies,” that is a lot of misunderstandings and mistakes. Not studying all the passages is the favorite method of some Bible teachers today who carelessly string a set of verses out of their context and place together and thus lead their flocks astray! “Haste makes waste!”
· Make sure you have the correct meaning, double check with good commentaries. 

· Be on the lookout for the context!

· Do not be too dependent on topics, nothing beats the study of a Book in the Bible for a well-rounded disciple grounded in the Lord! 

“Knock, and the door will be open for you.” Matt 7:7

We learn by doing. So, do it!
· What do you need to do to put these precepts into action? 

· How would you following these precepts affect your church? 

· What would happen if you did not follow these precepts? 

Session XIII: STEP IV:  “QUESTIONS:” ASK AND LEARN!

“Command and teach these things. Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you. Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearer.”  (I Tim. 4:11-16)

Asking questions are the tools to take God’s Word and examine it. After this, we learn and grow. Just as a child will learn, so must we since we are God’s children. This is the step that goes along side of IIIB and turbo charges it. It causes us to think deeper and gather the additional information we need to be challenged and then to grow. 

· When we are challenged to grow, we become better disciples for His kingdom! 


Like looking at a great work of art, most people who pass it by and make a sly comment, while another person will see the greatness and rave about it. The difference is some people know what to look for. Do you? The same is with the Bible. You will not find much unless you know how to look.
Remember: Effort is essential. You need to put in “Bible Elbow Grease” and the rewards are plentiful. Knowledge is power… God’s power for you!
Remember To: Make an emotional identification in the text. Place yourself as a participant, being active in it; As if it is your story; As if you are there!
To play baseball, you need a bat. Asking questions is our bat to know God’s Word.
THE TOOL BOX TO GOD’S WORD:  

THE SIX BIG Q’S WE MUST ALWAYS ASK!

1. WHO: Who are the people? Who did it? Who can do it? Who is it talking about?
2. WHAT: What is it saying? What is it talking about? What is happening? What did they do?
3. WHERE: Where are they going? Where did it happen? Where will it take place?
4. WHEN: When did it happen? When will it happen? When can it happen?
5. HOW: How did it happen? How can it happen? How was something done?
6. WHY: Why did he say that? Why did he do that? Why did they go there?
ASK WHICH ONE OR MORE OF THESE APPLIES.

Note, not all the questions and “STEPS” will apply to every verse. Use discernment and common sense that is good judgment!
MORE TOOLS:  GOD’S WORD IS A PLUMBERS PLUNGER TO THE WORLD’S LEAKING TOILET!

ASK THESE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS:

1. Are there any commands?

2. Are there any contrasts?

3. Are there things repeated?

4. Is there cause and effect?

5. Is there a problem and solution?

6. Are there any promises?

7. Are there any connections to other parts of the Bible?

8. Notice the setting! You may need to check a Commentary or Bible Encyclopedia on this for some books. For example, in Philippians Paul speaks of being “joyful” and “trust in the Lord,” and “be anxious for nothing.” At first glance, no big deal just what you may expect to find in the Bible. But careful study and investigation will reveal that Paul was writing in prison tied to the dirt floor laying in his own “excrement’s,” eating what was thrown to him on the dirt and waiting for his execution! Thus a new and deeper meaning comes to us, so we can trust Christ in all the situations we could ever face! 

9. Compare your verse with other similar verses. Some Bibles have a list of verses on the margin or in the middle of the columns, which is what they are for. If you do not have one, pick up a “Chain-Reference Bible” or get “The New Treasury of Scripture Knowledge” by Nelson. These are wonderfully helpful works!
Use your imagination! Let the Bible come alive in you!
ONCE YOU KNOW THESE QUESTIONS THEY WILL BE AUTOMATIC:


I.E. How hard is Who, What, Where, When, How, and Why?  You should remember them from the third grade.

Check out Appendix C for a list of resources and how to use them. 

· What do you need to do to put these precepts into action? 

· How would you following these precepts affect your church? 

· What would happen if you did not follow these precepts? 

Session XIV: STEP V:  “KNOW IT!”

“Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.”  (Acts 17:11)

Just as the Customs Officer asks you with a deep stern and convicting look when you enter a country, “do you have anything to declare,” so must we declare Christ with even more passion and conviction! And we can only do it by knowing it, knowing Him and His Word. 


This is the step that helps us “internalize” what we are learning. This is the process of interpretation, which is determining the meaning of the text. Not just what it says, but what we do with it. Thus, when we ask what does it mean, we then need to determine how it’s going to “fit into” our life.  


You can easily know something without it ever effecting you. Such as watching a tragedy on the news, but never giving it a second thought. We must never allow God’s Word to be in that category!

It is one thing to believe in the existence of cars, another thing to learn how to drive them. Step IV helps us to know about the existence of cars, or “God’s decrees.”  Step V shows us that we need to take ownership of it, and we must do this before we can drive it. Thus the knowing and internalizing comes before the application. We have to be in tune with what and why we do something before we can do it effectively and grow from it.  


It is like a circle, knowing it must precede doing, yet doing can open the door to knowing. And then the knowing will increase the doing…

“It is not enough to just know it. It must be rooted in our very hearts, minds and soul!”

We must ask ourselves, “How can the teaching about God’s Word relate to my problems, feelings, values, attitudes, situations, ambitions, needs, desires, and relationships.” 

START LOOKING FOR THE ANSWERS:

“Interpretation” is the process of determining the meaning of the text.


You can not make an application until you are a “new life,” that is we must be the people of God to be able to do the work of God!

WHAT YOU WANT TO DO IS:


Discover and understand what the divine author means.


Example:  When Jesus says He is the bread of life, does this mean He is the loaf of bread?

WHAT DOES SOMETHING MEAN AND WHY IS IT THERE?

· Discover the historical and cultural background.

· Be sure your information is correct!
· Use good commentaries, Study Bibles, and Bible dictionaries.

Digging Personally:

· How are you encouraged and strengthened?

· Where have you fallen short, and how can you improve? 

· What do you now intend to do with the information given to you by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word?

Remember:  “All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching…”   We must never substitute doctrine for personal beliefs! (II Timothy 3:16). 

Observation makes interpretation easy.

Be Aware of Context!

Like cutting a beautiful flower and studying it as if it were a whole plant and ignoring the stems, roots and leaves. The flower will wither and die without the nourishment from the rest of the plant. So it is when we take a verse out of its context! 


Study the verses better and slowly. Are you taking something out of its context?  The chapter and verses are not inspired. The publisher to make reading easier has added them in.
Be aware:


You will get into big trouble if you try to read into the text what is not there! A lot of pastors today like to find “secret meanings” from the text. Thus, books like the “Bible Code” become popular. But there is no code other than the one made up by its authors by backward engineering a formula into the text. And their formula does not work nor does it have any consistency.
· THERE ARE NO SECRET MEANINGS (except some apoplectic writings, but they are not a “secret” just temporally hidden, they will be plainly revealed in time)!
· You are not to dig out what is not there, you are not to send your “ferret” (a rodent that likes to hunt for things, similar to a mink) mind to bring back what is not there. Can I be any clearer?
Look at the ADJECTIVES:


My mother is in the catering business, and when I look at her gourmet cooking magazines, I notice all kinds of adjectives such as “Perfect, The Best, Favorite, Fine, Blissful, Great, Superb, Fantastic, Incredible, and Pleasingly” and I could go on and on! The writers use these adjectives to describe and express the enthusiasm that they are experiencing. This excitement comes mainly from the tastes and pleasures they received from the quality of the food. From the way it is prepared for the way it is presented to them. All centering on the work, experience, effort and quality of ingredients put into it by the chef. 


When we are reading God’s Word we are a chef preparing a marvelous and fantastic feast, what we get out of it will be what we put into it, from the quality of the ingredients to the time it takes to cook will determine how transformed you will be!   


To receive any true benefit from scripture, we have to be in it deeply and earnestly, plunging ourselves into the depths of the words and details. To be identified with the Word of God, experiencing it for ourselves. 


To receive our profit from our investment, we must seize the adjectives with enthusiasm and vigor, like partaking in your favorite meal, from its aroma to its taste and consumption! 


Take-in the aroma of the words and keep at it until the taste and meaning are enveloping and transforming your life! 

· Getting into God’s Word must affect our everyday life. How we think, how we feel. This is where our values come from.
· We are to be active in God’s Word even when we are not reading it.

· A life based analysis, synthesis, valuing, organizing, and comprehending our Lord Jesus Christ.

· To our very “existential core” that is the soul and being of who we are in Christ!

· We must have the confidence that the Bible is truth, and the truth is living within us. Without such confidence, we can no way be transformed ourselves, let alone infect others with the Gospel message! This is knowing It!
· WE must allow God’s Word to bend and break our will and desires over to Him!

What did God say to you today? 

Is there a sin in your life that needs to be confessed and repented? 

What did God nourish you with today? 

Are you appreciating it? 

Are you not only receiving the great benefits, but practicing them to others around you? 

Are you a changed person as a result of receiving the Word? 

Service is who we are in Christ, and not so much what we do for Christ! 

Do not skip your meals in God’s Word!

· What do you need to do to put these precepts into action? 

· How would you following these precepts affect your church? 

· What would happen if you did not follow these precepts? 

Session XV: STEP VI:  “APPLICATION!”

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.” (Rom. 12:1-3)
Just Do It!  And away we go! 


This is the step where the rubber of the tires meets the road. All the previous five steps lead up to this. This is the main point of why we study the Bible, to do something with it. Of course we all do something with it, either we ignore it or we are transformed by it. 


We can master all the previous steps, even be transformed by the Word; but, if nothing comes from it, it is meaningless and nearly worthless. This is one of the main points of the book of James. Our faith must have a response to it. Yes, we may be saved, but what good is it if we do nothing with it. 


With the knowledge we have learned, then it becomes our responsibility! And then we are asking, “how then do I live?” What can I do now, today, or this week to implement the instructions given to me with my relationship to Christ, to others, and to myself?

True application comes only from the result of a life transformed. You may do good works without Christ, but they are out of a sense of obligation and guilt, and not out of a response to our sin nature that has been covered by grace creating a willing and loving heart to model the character of our Lord!
· The fruits of the Spirit are the result of a life transformed by Christ. 


How we are un-transformed: “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.” (Gal. 5:19-21)

How we are transformed: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.” (Gal 5:22-26)
· God uses His Word to transform us, it is what we do, and what He does. He sends us His Spirit, we respond. 

REMEMBER:  Application comes out of a Changed life.  And leads to a life transformed! 

Jesus urged us to build our lives on His Word. 


“For false Christ’s and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect--if that were possible. See, I have told you ahead of time. "So if anyone tells you, There he is, out in the desert, do not go out; or, Here he is, in the inner rooms, do not believe it.  For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.”  (Matthew 7:24-27)
· What must I do to make God’s Word real in me?

· When will what I learned end up in my day planner?

· What is my response?

· The Word of God is to lead us to model the character of Christ, to be formed in the image of God. 

Do Not Forget Bible Verse Memorization!

Mediate over the passage you are studying, that is reflect on it, ponder it, think of it so that you are seriously going over the passage over and over in your mind. Then the memorization will become easier since the verse(s) have rooted in you! 


Then the life transformed will take effect much easier and completely!

· Discipleship is following Christ and not just beliefs, ideas, or causes. Too many people are devoted to a doctrine or a cause in the name of Christ, but not Christ Himself! That is how we got the Inquisition and Crusades. 


Big Tip Read Your Bible and verses you wish to memorize into a Tape Player. You can do this with NOTES, TEXT, READINGS, and etc. Then, play it back while driving, or at the mall, or anywhere, with a “Walk-Man.” You can do this with any of your notes, study material, information you have to memorize, even terms and words for science or a foreign language, or math formulas. This is one of the best ways to study!  THIS WORKS!
ASK YOURSELF THESE FIVE QUESTIONS:

1. What illustration or analogy can I develop to remember the truth it contains, stories tell?

2. How does the truth apply to my life?

3. What is my personal prayer regarding these truths? Write it out and present it to the Lord.
4. What changes/improvements could I make in light of the truth? List several.
5. How should I carry out these changes?

SOMETHING TO CONSIDER:

· Satan would like nothing better than for you not to do the above! Do not procrastinate. Press on! Do not assume that because you understand something that you have applied it! Do not get frustrated. You cannot expect instant results.
· Studying the Word without putting any application to it is like buying a nice new car, taking it home and keeping it in your garage. Then all you do is sit in it and pretend you are driving, listening to the radio, but never actually turning it on and going anywhere with it. 

· When we read God’s Word and do nothing with it, we become the biggest fools in the universe!


This area of putting feet to God’s Word is the most neglected aspect of our Christian life! But it is at this part where our lives change and God uses us to change others.

“For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.” (I Tim. 1:6-9 NIV) 

If no application comes to your mind, pray, and pray again. Let God show you His way, not our way.
· Pray to ask God, how to implement His truth to you.

· Tell Others. Remember Matthew 28. The best way to remember what you learn is to teach others.
· Accountability. Let someone else you know and trust hold you to your promises, especially as it relates to the study of God’s Word.

Beware! The more knowledge we have, the more accountability and responsibility we have to God. This is why Moses was not allowed into the Promised Land, when he seemingly disobeyed God by hitting a rock with his staff. It may not seem much of an offense to us, but before God, Moses knew better than anyone else. Fortunately for us today we have grace!

“But it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day. What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.” (II Tim. 1:10-14)
· You can stand in an ice-cream shop all day long and stare at all of the flavors, but no enjoyment or satisfaction will come until you bite into a scoop for yourself! 

Remember the Word of God’s purpose is to transform us into the image of God, to model His character!

· What do you need to do to put these precepts into action? 

· How would you following these precepts affect your church? 

· What would happen if you did not follow these precepts? 

Session XVI:  STEP VII:  “CHARTING YOUR PATH”

“Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matt. 16:24-26)

This is the step where you keep track of what you learn. Pastors get better at preaching and teaching not just by practice and study, but also by going over what they taught in the past. Playing their tapes and re-reading and reviewing their studies. They can see where they have been going further ahead. It also acts as an archive of learning, a database of what we have learned that we can draw from. 


By writing it down in an organized fashion, God’s Word will become more clear and crisp. We are able to record what God says to us, this way we will be able to take more ownership and then greater transformation. We will be able to look back and see and remember what we have discovered, so it will make us better disciples and children of God, and teachers of the Word and will show you how to apply the principles to your life and others! And of course, you will be able to remember more! 


We then can look back and see God at work in our lives and will be a great encouragement in times of struggle, and in times of joy. You can review a passage you did in the past and see how you have learned and grew, and quickly brush up on passages that you are being taught from others. 

A BOOK CHART WILL HELP YOU GREATLY

· This is where you write down what you learn from the previous steps.

· It will allow you to see a whole book at a glance.

· It will allow you to reach and remember what you learn much, much faster and better.

· It will reveal the theme of a chapter, paragraph just at a glance.

THIS CHART IS IN FOUR (4) SECTIONS

1ST:  “Chapter and Paragraph titles.” This is where you can summarize chapters and whole books in your own words or paraphrase a verse(s). You can create an outline of the passage by making your own titles for paragraphs and insights. STEPS I and II come into play here!
· Develop your own chapter and paragraph titles.

· Be creative. Try harder.
· Be sure it describes the passage and relates to it!

· Do not be too general.

· Keep them short so they are easy to remember.

Use your individual unique way of expressing yourself.

2nd:  “OBSERVATION: What does it say?” This is where you use STEP III, and write your observations. 

· Bible Statements.

· Give the “looks”  

· Observe grammar &  literary style

3rd:  “OBSERVATION: What does it mean?” This is where you use STEPS IIIB & IV.

· Ask what are the implications?
· Ask your questions here!

· Who, What, Where, When, How, and Why.

4th:  “APPLICATION: How does it apply to my life?” This is where we use Steps V & VI.

· How does it apply to my life?

· How can I implement God’s Word into my life?

· What will I do with this information?

· When will I do it?

“OTHER INFORMATION” This is where you can write down your prayers and doodles.

Remember to Pray!
REMEMBER:  WHEN YOU READ THE BIBLE: 

· Pray, pray, pray! Be continuously in prayer as you read His Word. 

· Ask questions.

· Use all the previous six-(6) steps when applicable.

· Then write it down. Do not want to use this book chart, then keep a diary or notebook. 

Don’t hesitate to record other useful information, especially your prayers! 

REMEMBER: 

· Study the chapters and paragraphs first!
· Then write your outline, you can do this by assigning names for the paragraphs.  Use steps I through VI.
“I hear and I forget. I see and I remember.  I do and I understand.” (Ancient Chinese Proverb)
Psalm 19

For the director of music. A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.   In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course. It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden from its heat. The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,     making wise the simple. The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous. They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me.  Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.
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Extra Studies for understanding “The Importance of God’s Word”

Study on:  “Maturity”




“Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  (II Corinthians 4:16-18)

We must realize that our Lord can and will bring goodness and glory to any situation that He is glorified. That is even through our weakness and failures, through our letdowns and discouragements, Christ is there loving us and encouraging us. Paul knew this first hand and lived it out in his life and ministry, as must we. Whatever our circumstance, we need to see that it impales in significance to the eternity we have to come. This world and life is a dress rehearsal, and a mere shadow of what is to come. So keep the focus on what is ahead that is Christ our Lord. Because we will enjoy our Lord for all time, so let us live for eternity and not just today. We may not see the truths of eternity in our present condition, so let us press on to the goal anyway, and then at the end we will see what was life is all about. 


One of the clearest evidences of being a mature Christian is an increased awareness and knowledge of the need to be in Christ, and not to be to ourselves. When we have an increased need that goes beyond ourselves, an increasing need that goes beyond our self-confidence, then we are becoming mature. This means we are to be in on our Lord and the Holy Spirit as our focus. Then, our self-confidence becomes rooted and dependent on Christ working through us. So we are not to be self-driven but Christ driven. Thus resulting in our willingness to be in total surrender to God's (Gal 2) will as the driving force for our existence. So Christ is first in our life and not our selfish will and desires. 


Too many people feel they are too busy to contemplate their existence, just ask anyone and you will be surprised at the answers. Yet God created us for a purpose, but most give little to no credence to it, even Christians do not think about their purpose and call. We cannot venture into maturity unless we realize the need and the purpose of who we are. 


As mature Christians, we will recognize our need for Christ. That He will bring us beyond our failures so we can grow increasingly effective for Him and grow in sanctification. We will be focused on the goal of holiness to be the person God created. He created us to be images of Himself, and as the images we are to reflect His character, that goes beyond ourselves to the purpose He has. It is not about our needs, but His needs, it is not our purpose but His purpose. 


As we grow in Christ, we will become aware of our futility and inadequacy as human beings, that we are products of our sin nature that only Christ can regain and redeem, and this frailty will become a strong building with the foundation of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit who gives us extreme provision and realization to be our best for God's glory. 


We become complete human beings who walk away from our fallen nature into a renewed nature in Christ. As we grow in the progress of our walk with Christ, we become more able to stay on the path of that He has for us. So that to open temptations and venture into new paths away from His presence will no longer consume our desires. Instead, we are to become convicted to spiritual fulfillment that Christ has for us. Thus, when we walk on the path of God and we are confronted with the enormous assortment of doors all leading to temptations and desires, we will know what to do. All these distractions and sins leading away from His best for us will not be a temptation, but rather repulsive and ugly as they truly are. 


With the power of the Holy Spirit and the conviction of faith in Christ, we are modeling His image with love. We are maturing. And the desires and aspirations that once hindered us will be of no bother, we will be able to walk away from them like a racehorse. A racehorse has its blinders on the side of its eyes, so it is always pointing straight ahead, so they are not distracted from leaving the course. We too must keep our eyes focused ahead so we are not distracted away from our Lord. For when we are overcome by our desires and distracted from our purpose, then the diseases will infect us like cancer and consume the body of Christ that ends up serving only our whims and the devil's purpose. When we stop and open those doors of temptations, even the small doggie doors, we will be consumed and our growth in Christ will stop and the infection and diseases will replace their growth.

This temptation of distraction happens when we read the Word with the focus on ourselves. Thus, with our devotions and prayer life being self-centered, we become distracted from the main purpose of our existence, that is to love and follow our Lord, and receive his redemption. When we become distorted from His plan by our willful disobedience, we leave His path for ours, and we get lost in our own desires and sins. 


There are too many Christians who flat out and deliberately refuse to surrender themselves to the Lordship of Christ. Christianity is merely a fire insurance from Hell, or some means of social influence or personal desires that do not grow beyond the sinner's prayer: Such as the parable of the sower. 


Our Christian growth in maturity is not self-realization, but rather Christ realization. As we grow, we become totally aware of one great fact: there is one God and we are not it. That our confidence in who we are is because of the work Christ has done on our behalf. As we grow our utter dependence is upon our Lord and our confidence is in Him and not ourselves. Because people will always disappoint us, we will even disappoint ourselves, but Christ will not disappoint, but gives us the care, love, and His grace that we do not deserve. So we in turn model to others who we think do not deserve it or want it, because this is our mandate and call. (Excerpt from the book, "Pew Sitting" by Richard J. Krejcir)
Study on:  “THREE REASONS TO TRUST THE BIBLE”

First:  The Bible's Claims For Itself. The Bible claims, first of all, to be the Word of God to man:

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is tc \l5 "AAll Scripture is gireproof, foriration of God, and isprofitable for doctrine, for reproof for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” (I Timothy 3:16)

“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation (origin), for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:20-21)


These verses make a tremendous claim, they say that the Bible prophets did not just conjure up out of the air and originate what they wrote. Rather, they recorded what was given to them directly by God. They were moved (literally "borne along") by the Holy Spirit. Now that does not mean that their individual personality or style of writing was overpowered. It means that they were kept from having any error creep into what they wrote. And if it truly is what it claims to be -- a God-inspired book then it is absolutely trustworthy.
Second:  Christ’s Claims For The Bible.  While Jesus Christ was on earth, He affirmed the Bible's claims for itself. By what He said about it and in the way He used it, the Son of God showed the Bible to be the Word of God. Consider the following:
A. 
He used the Bible and its stories as fact, as history that applies to us and to those who went through, that it has happened and will happen, thus Christ showed its authenticity and accuracy:
"The commandment of God" (Mark 7:8)

"The Word of God'' (Mark 7:13; John 10:35)

Jonah (Matthew 12:38-41)

Adam and Eve (Matthew 19:4-5)

Noah and the flood (Matthew 24:37-39)

"Scripture" (Luke 4:21; John 5:39, 10:35)

Lot, Lot's wife, and Sodom (Luke 17:28-32) 

B.
He saw His own words as Scripture to be believed and obeyed. (John 12:48-49)
C.
He held people responsible for what was written in the Scriptures. (Matthew 12:3)
D.
He used the Scriptures as conclusive evidence in answering His critics:
Matthew 22:32 quoting Exodus 3:6, 15

Matthew 22:42-44 quoting Psalm 110:1

E.
He used the authority of Scripture to refute the temptations of Satan in the wilderness. (Matthew 4:4-10)
Third:  The Writers Claims For the Bible. The individual writers affirmed the Bible's claims for itself by accepting the other parts of the Bible as the Word of God. First, let's look at how the Bible writers viewed the Scriptures:
· When Daniel read Jeremiah's prophecy that the Babylonian captivity would last 70 years, he accepted it as true and began to pray and plan accordingly. (Daniel 9:2)
· Peter accepted the supernatural origin of the writings in the Old Testament prophets and Paul’s writings as scripture, even though he sometimes did not understand it. 

      (2 Peter 1:21) (2 Peter 3:15-16)

· Secondly, the Biblical writers often saw themselves as communicating the Word of God. The prophet Isaiah began his book by proclaiming "For the Lord has spoken." (Isaiah1:2)
· The prophet Jeremiah opened his prophecy by saying, "Then the Word of the Lord came to me." (Jeremiah 1:4)

· God commissioned Ezekiel to go to His people and tell them "Thus says the Lord God." (Ezekiel 3:11)

· Paul claimed that the words he spoke were directly from God. (Galatians 1:11-12; 1 Thessalonians 2:13)

There are, of course, many more than "three reasons to trust the Bible." Among these are textual unity, textual preservation, historical accuracy, scientific accuracy, prophetic accuracy, and its social and personal impact. But even the above three reasons are enough to show that the claims the Liberals and cults make against the Bible are unfounded!
(This session was inspired in part from the book “Evidence that Demands a Verdict” by McDowell, and the booklet "Can I Really Trust the Bible?" published by Radio Bible Class Ministries.)
Discussion Questions for The Importance of Bible Study 

Open Q: Have you ever taken a risk? If so, what was it, and what happened?
1. Read Joshua 1:8; 24:14-15. Answer the following questions,
· What did these statements mean to Joshua?

· What risk could he have been taking?

· How can this statement, when applied to your life, make your life a difference?

· Why would studying God’s Word be essential for our growth?

· What happens to Christians when they do not do as Joshua did?

2. Read Psalm 1, What are the benefits of studying God’s Word?


(This does not mean problems will not come our way. But these verses do say that when we continue in His Word, we will be rich in fulfillment and meaning. Something that money, cars, popularity, cats, or anything can ever do! Just watch the VH-1 biographies of famous rock, TV and movie stars, and see how and what money fame and success did for them. 99% of the time they ended up dead from drugs, or totally frustrated and disillusioned with life. All that they had, which most of us can only dream about, could not bring them deeper fulfillment and happiness they desired!)
3. Are you like Niles in the story? Do you know anybody who is, without naming names? If so, what do you think they will be like 10 years from now? 

4. Was there anything new to you on the Bible Quiz?

Q: Was there anything that surprised you?

Q: What are your attitudes about the Bible in relation to this quiz, or in general? 

5.  Q: Are you confident that you know the Bible? Why or why not?
6.
So if you had everything you ever wanted, what difference would that make?    Would you end up like a Jim Morrison, Jimmy Hendriks, or Janis Joplin (Most popular rock stars of the 60’s who all died by choking on their vomit, and died totally disillusioned and hopelessly unhappy.) or a Curt Corbain, who committed suicide at the height of his popularity a few years ago? How would their lives be different with God’s Word? 

7.
Why did God give us the Bible? 

8.
So what will God’s Word mean to you? 

9.
What will you do now that you know the importance of God’s Word?
10.
Do the three reasons make sense to you so that you can have more faith and trust in the Bible? If so, why is that important? 


There are many ways in which we can trust in the Bible. So during the following week, look for and then write down things that are happening to you, such as problems, frustrations, decisions, and opportunities, and how the Bible could make the difference. Keep in mind, stress, anxiety, busyness, social impact and personal impact. 

Study on: Being a capable Bible student

The capable Bible student is rooted and grounded in the spiritual disciplines of the faith, whose drive is their passionate love relationship to the Lordship of Christ. And what flows out of it is the desire to love God’s people, to herd them with love into the pastures of maturity. To lead where the leader has been before, and the people have not been. The mature Christian or leader must exhibit the maturity of the Christian life as the result of their growth and experience in the faith. An effective leader cannot be new to the faith. Even the Apostle Paul spent three years being discipled by Barnabas, and he received his call and was empowered directly from Christ Himself. I have seen too many immature Christians who lead by who they are in society, and not who they are in Christ. 


A few years ago while on staff at a church, we received a family who came to faith at a crusade, and the father was the founder of a major fast food franchise. So in less than a year he was my boss, and the president and ruling Elder of the congregation. Now he was a great guy and very successful in business, but he did not know how to run a church. So he instinctively ran it like a business and his policies failed. He did not know how to lead in a church, which is different than in a corporation, even though a lot of the principles are transferable. After several years he did become a good leader as he matured in the faith. But the church suffered during his learning curve needlessly. 


There is no substitute for time spent in the face of our Lord, with a surrendered heart and am learning will. We must be willing to be humble no matter who we are and our experience. I had to learn this lesson a few years back when I went from being on staff at a large and influential church in a small church in a small town. My first thought before accepting the call was that I was too good for it. But God wanted me there to teach me to walk closer to him, and not walk in the position that I held. So I did, and I experienced humbleness. Nobody knew me as the conference speaker or an author or big position in a big church, but just a youth pastor in a small church. But this is where Christ wanted me, and I learned a lot. It prepared me for the road He had for me. And I’m glad I went there because I learned things in a broader context, that I could not have in a large “mega” church. 


“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly.

Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels.  And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.” (II Timothy 2:15-16; 22-24 NIV)

This passage is a testimony to the importance of holiness, and to keep ourselves growing in our spiritual lives so that our emotional selves are impacted and grow too. 


Spiritual maturity will lead into emotional maturity most of the time, unless there is some physiological or psychological problem, or deep stress that has never been resolved. It is imperative for the leader to be in control of their emotional health. If not, they need to step down and seek help both spiritually and psychologically. If the leader is given to fits of rage or is just overly emotional, they cannot set the example that Christ has. We are not to be Vulcan’s exhibiting pure logic and no emotions, absolutely not. God created us as emotional beings, but as with anything we must have control of the excess and the potential for rampage.
Study on: "ATTITUDE" 


Do you call yourself an expert on receivership?  You probably say What? Or no way!  But do you live your life this way, having a "me first" identity, always placing the emphases on the "I" and "Me."  If only I... If it could go this way for me... Then I could....

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Gal 2:20) 

This means that the ownership of your life is completely self focused and centered.  The ownership of your life is yours and yours alone! But Christ calls us to Him, and out of ourselves. Our ownership has been transferred, our pink slip has been signed over from ourselves to Christ, IF you postulate Christ as your Lord. What effect are you having to those around you? When we relinquish ourselves to Christ, then the proper attitude of life will take over. The vision of our life and the result of what we are basing on a positive outlook. A positive attitude that is based solely on what Christ has done for us. So regardless of our external circumstances, we are to be totally focused on our Lord.  We then are to allow our attitudes to be Christ centered. We could allow our circumstances to take the lead or Christ to take the lead, the choice is given to us. 


If we are receivership oriented and not Christ centered, then all of those circumstances will be squeezed, and bitterness and resentment will flow out of them.  Or we can be Christ centered and oils of sweetness will pour out. What pours out of you? Is it the love and care that is modeled to those around us or bitterness and hostility. Bitterness will not be squeezed from our circumstances, but from our attitude, which results from those circumstances. The way Christ is exhibited in you will be from your focus and attitude and not your circumstances. Your direction in life, your joy and happiness, your cares and concerns, your willingness to reach beyond yourself will grow from your attitude and maturity, all stemming from who you are in Christ!  


The circumstance will change once we realize our wrong thinking and error.  The receivership mentality dies within us and the Christ centered life is birthed. This is the way we are made, the reason we endure suffering, the way a fallen, sinful, and unjust world is turned from the glory of Satan into the glory of our Lord. We do this by allowing Christ to reach in us and conform us to His image and character, regardless of what we are going through, regardless of our circumstances. As we raise Christ up in our thinking and in our attitude, it changes who we are and what we do. So that we are people of distinction by our perceived behavior by others from a changed core of who we are by what Christ has done! 


The attitude will be the impact that strikes at the issues of life, breaking them away from our hurt and pain to the absorption of grace and the acceptance of Christ. We cannot trust in our education, wealth, success, failures, people, appearances, skill, gifts, or circumstances. The attitude of trusting in things and circumstances must be laid on the floor of the cross and no where else. So the attitude of trust in Christ takes over who we are. Our attitude must be Christ driven and not appearances driven. We must embrace the day with joy, knowing Christ is at work in us, in those around us.

Life is 10% what happens to us and 90% how we react to it. As the elect, saved by grace, it is still up to us what we make out of what Christ gives us. Maturity will make the difference of a life of distinction and purpose, or a life governed by strife and chaos. So what is your response? What is your attitude? Where does your maturity lay?
Study on: "What Love is"(I Corinthians 13:1-8)

tc \l1 "
This passage is our template on how we must behave towards one another and towards those around us. We can do our best in preaching the gospel with power and conviction, and have a church filled with wonderful programs and staffed with gifted people. We can be in a magnificent cathedral reaching upwards and manifesting and pointing to the glory of God; but, if we're doing it to ourselves and not out of love, we accomplished nothing. We have become just an annoying noise to our neighbors who we are called to reach. The proper use of our abilities and gifts as a Christian is always within the parameters of love. When a computer is programmed, the program runs because the language has instructed what the program is to do. Within this language of computers there are things called parameters which tell the program what it can and cannot do, thus the program can only operate within its own guidelines called parameters. We must look at this passage as our parameter, as our guideline and how we must execute the gifts, exercise the passion, and proclaim the truth. 

tc \l1 "What Love Means

tc \l1 "What Love Means

This passage tells us the way of our Christian life and walk. As Christians, we imitate Christ, and work within His parameters which is love. This passage is a character description of who Christ is, and this passage must also be our character description of how we act and behave responsibly.

When God tells us that love is patient, He means we are to give others room to grow, and time to accomplish the work that God is doing in them. When someone is abrupt with us, or someone treats us wrong, we are called to be patient because we cannot have everything our way all the time. We cannot allow ourselves to become angry when others fail to our expectations that we set for them. Because God is patient with us and God loves us, we are to show patience with others. We need to be content and not become angry, for this is love: love never gives up.

When God tells us that love is kind, He means we are looking for the best in other people. We spend our energy and time encouraging and building up each other, and not tearing them down. You see, God taking our circumstances of life and builds them in a constructive way for personal growth and are for better use toward each other. God does not treat us as an object to be manipulated and controlled because He has given us free will. So we should do the same with each other. Therefore, we always need to be seeking the healing of relationships, and be cautious in our judgments toward others.  Love cares more about others than it does for ourselves.

When God tells us that love does not envy, He means we need to be happy for who we are. So when we hear that a friend receives a promotion before we do, we are to be happy for them. If we have a sibling who excels better than we are, we should be happy with them. If our neighbor has a brand new car, we should be happy for them, and be thankful for the old wreck that we may drive. That is, we are to be happy for someone else who has something we don't have even if we don't like it. So we do not become possessive and control freaks, especially in our relationships. Being possessive and controlling others will destroy a church very quickly, or the very least neuter its effectiveness. Love does not desire which it does not have. 


When God tells us that love does not boast, He means we are not going around bragging about our accomplishments and abilities. We are not going around showing off our possessions. In doing so, we are condescending to those who do not have such things. We are not to be so full of our own accomplishments, we fail to see what others have accomplished too. Because God loves us so much we should have no need to impress each other, but allow God to impress us with his greatness because He is God and we are not. We can relax and enjoy who we are in Christ, since we do not have to be in control or be the life of the party to feel secure. Love does not strut around.

When God tells us that love is not proud, He means we must be willing to be in relationships with all kinds of people especially those outside our perceived race. We do not let our fears hold us back from one of life's most precious gifts: friendship. Not being proud means that when we make a mistake, we own up to it and admit that we are wrong even when we feel we aren't. Because God loves us, He is on our side and wants us to grow and mature in His love. We do not have to have an inflated ego about the perceived importance of ourselves. We need to seek others first and their well being, and not our arrogance and egocentric mentality. Love does not parade itself. 


When God tells us that love is not rude, He means that we treat others with the respect and dignity that we would like in return. Because God loves us, He sent his Son to cover us and protect us from His wrath, thus when we make the mistakes that we do,  even bigger mistakes, we are not zapped by lightning bolts. So in return, we should not go around zapping others with evil looks and condescending comments, thinking that we are high and mighty and better than everyone else. Never think of yourself as the Capstone and the most important piece of the puzzle, because you're not. We should be grateful that God uses us, and our goal is to work together; and not be little dictators. Love does not force itself.

When God tells us that love is not self-seeking, He means that we place others first and not ourselves. That we are to be considerate, appreciative, not critical, and dignified as good manners would dictate to one another. Because God loves us so much, He did not have a self-seeking attitude, for if He did, He would never have sent His Son on our behalf. Every Christian must respect the rights and dignity of other people and never force our will and thoughtless behaviors on others. We need to be happy when others around us experience success and growth, and never be jealous. Love does not have a "me first" attitude.

When God tells us that love is not easily angered, He means just that. We are to become very slow to get angry, and we do not let little things cause us to fly off the handle. Because God loves us so much, He did not allow His anger to wipe us out of existence when we so much deserved it. Instead, He allowed His drama of redemption to unfold throughout history climaxing with Christ. We need to try to understand other people, and place ourselves in each other’s shoes respectfully. We need to listen and not allow our hostile feelings to get the best of us. Since God is patiently working in us, we should reciprocate with the understanding of the debt we have to God and the unfathomable love and concern He has for us. Love is not touchy, resentful, and does not fly off a handle.

When God tells us that love keeps no record of wrongs, He means we don't go around with writing a list down the faults of each other. Rather, we are looking for the positive things that happen in our relationships and affirm people. We do not go around with a negative attitude; but, one that is positive and equipping of God's people. Because God loves us so much, He does not keep a scorecard of our sins as long as we honestly repent from them. We do not need to reflect and gossip about the flaws of other people so as to elevate ourselves, when God refuses to do it to us. Love does not keep a scorecard.

When God tells us that love does not delight in evil, He means we don't enjoy when bad things happen to others. We not only need to enjoy doing bad things to each other, but we refuse to allow evil to happen. We should feel bad when we see others being hurt. Compassion is one of God's great characteristics, and we should strive our fullest to model it to each other. Because God loves us so much, He is deeply grieved when we do not follow His example and His will. We are not to put others down, so to make ourselves feel good about ourselves. Love does not delight in evil. 


When God tells us that love rejoices in truth, He means when we see injustice corrected, and people treating others with respect, kindness, and honestly, we should feel wonderful. Because God loves us so much, we should live our lives so that it reflects a God of truth and justice. Thus, we should find delight when we see justice being played out in others. As Christians, we should get excited when justice prevails, and we should be mad when injustice occurs and people’s rights are violated. We should realize how much God rejoices when we personally stand up to the pressures of life and prevail with integrity and truth. Love takes pleasure in truth.

When God tells us that love always protects, He means we should feel protected and in return protect those around us. This does not mean we become security guards, it means our actions and attitudes are such that they project protection, and not destruction. Because God loves us so much, He does not forsake us, even though others may. People will always disappoint us, and we will always disappoint those around us; but God will never disappoint us. Love perseveres, and is an easier route than running off and abandoning our relationships, which we have committed to. We should realize how much God grieves when we fail to walk the life of His path and when we do not trust His protection. Love is always on the lookout and has staying power.

When God tells us that love always hopes, then we should be assured He will give us a future. We should be assured that when things are going bad, they will always get better. There is hope because our circumstances will always change. We should never lose hope. Because God loves us so much, He always has hope for us. God is patiently working in us, and when we understand what God has truly done for us, then we should have as much hope as we could ever need. We should see the potential in other people, what they can accomplish and become, and not hold them back out of our jealously. Love always is enduring and points to the future.

When God tells us that love always perseveres, He means for us to hang in there and keep going strong. Because God loves us so much, He will stand with us, and even carry us through our difficulties and strife. Even when we feel we have reached rock bottom, have no hope, and filled with despair, God is carrying us because He loves us. This is the love that will destroy rumors and gossip and cause us to believe the best about each other until proven otherwise by facts. Love refuses to quit.
(Excerpt from the book, "Pew Sitting" by Richard J. Krejcir)
Study on: “holiness”

If someone said the word “holiness” to you, what would come to your mind first? You'd probably associate holiness with God. But did you ever stop to think about what God's holiness is all about?

What does the Bible mean when it says, "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty" (Isaiah 6:3)?


The word "holy" is translated from the Old Testament and it means, "separated" or "cut apart." God is holy because He is totally, completely, and absolutely separate from everything He has ever created because He cannot be infected by sin! He is a cut above everything in the universe.

He is perfect, pure, and separate from the slightest hint of sin, error or evil. Can you visualize perfection in your life, that is living out a totally perfect sinless existence? It is not easy, is it? What about purity? That's just as difficult. Have you ever wondered how we are to understand God's holiness if we can't picture what it means?

Well, God provided a Way for us to understand Him, a model for us to follow. Jesus said, "Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” (John 14:9) If we want to "see" the holiness of God more clearly, we need to look at the life of Jesus Christ. Jesus was holy in that He was perfect. He never made a mistake. He never miscalculated or judged incorrectly. He always did the right thing at the right time in the right way

Jesus was holy in that He was and is pure. He never sinned (can you imagine that?). Yes, He walked among sinners. He mingled with them, ate with them, laughed with them, cried with them, healed them, and loved them. But He never became attached to their sinful attitudes or actions. And, with love and care, He called them to leave their lives of sin (John 8:11). God is like that.

But that's not all. Our holy God Expects us to be holy too: "But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: 'Be holy, because I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:15-16)

Now we can say this is a tough standard, but does this mean we do not try because it is so tough? Thus, if we never reach it, why bother with it?  A lot of Christians live their lives this way. So they never try, but we must try anyway. We can get closer to God's standard of holiness every day by relinquishing ourselves to Christ in our prayers, devotions, and relationships. And we can rejoice in the fact that a day is coming when we will stand in God's presence as holy people singing "Holy, holy, holy is the
The LORD Almighty”!
Study on: “Pride the Biggest Destroyer of Pastors and Churches!” 

PRIDE GOES BEFORE DESTRUCTION!
 

         I often speak against pride, and I often receive objections to it. The two most common objections are: "I do not see any problem with pride, I’m proud to be a Christian, to be an American…" and "Is pride really a problem? After all, we need to have self-esteem and God loves us, so what is wrong with a little pride?" I also receive this question a lot: "Why is pride in the same category and listed with all the heinous sins such as sexual immorality in Romans 1?" Pride is at the root of every conflict and problem I have ever observed in the church and is the least thing looked at or combated. So it would seem that pride wins out. 

         Pride is defined as the attitude that oneself is superior to others, even to the extent of the regarding of others with contempt as if they were unworthy of any relation or interaction with them. Pride shows the basic thinking "I am better than you are!" Other Biblical synonyms for pride are arrogance, insolence, boastful, stiff-necked and haughtiness. These aspects of pride clog us up and away from our loving Savior as they restrict the flow of His character in our lives and inhibit goodness from going to others through us. It is like not allowing Jesus Christ to be the ultimate plumber and unplug our spiritual drainpipes. So, all we can do is pour our waste all over the floor of life, and refuse godly characteristics to flow in our relational pipes. 

         Pride unveils and lifts our self-interests and our self-sufficiencies, which seem necessary and good. But, when we are self-sufficient, we will not only fail to see our need for redemption, but also fail to see our need for growth in spiritual matters. Therefore, the self becomes the god, and any work of the One True God is muted and put aside. Yes, God can break through like a hot knife through butter, but He usually does not. He lets us stew in our own self-created delusions until we are so beaten down we have nowhere else to go. We have the ability through His Spirit to look up and see His grace, thus not experience the chastisement and lonesomeness of pride if we choose. 

         The reason pride is listed with the other sins of Romans 1 is because it is a sin, a very dangerous sin, that leads to the production and fueling of other sins. This is clear in the Greek syntax, and why it is listed with the other heinous sins. We consider working hard and having a healthy dose of confidence as being good Americans or what ever culture we may be. And, to a degree, there is nothing wrong with patriotism and a healthy, positive outlook of oneself and country as long as it does not elevate one as better or more worthy than others, since we all have fallen short… (Rom 3:23). But all too often we miss the evil nature that pride represents. It lifts us up beyond what we are and deserve, and cuts us off from godly character. It also fuels other sins. 

         The laundry list of sins in Romans 1 starts off with the reason we get into them, which is the "reprobate mind." This means being a degenerate, which is just a plain ole’ good-for-nothing to God and to those around us. The Bible describes this as heathen. People who refuse to believe or bow to God do in fact know who God is because He is written in their hearts and revealed by creation. However, they do not wish to uphold that knowledge of who God is, nor do they seek goodness or virtue or any fruits of the Spirit. They refuse to see who they are, and lift themselves as a god, yet they are not God. All of life’s goodness and opportunities are muted because pride is in the way. 

         Unrighteousness, Fornication, Wickedness, Covetousness, Maliciousness, Full of envy, Malignity, Backbiters, Haters of God, Despiteful, Boasters, and Implacable, to name a few, all have pride at their foundation. It is pride that creates them and pride that fuels them! Thus, God gives them up to sin. You may not be practicing those heinous sins, but if you have pride in you, then they are but a hairsbreadth away. They can spring up at any time and destroy the work of Christ in you and in others around you. Beware lest this happen to you or your church and family! 

         We need to see the imperative where God warns us in regards to pride. Even when we are not a reprobate or practicing these sins, we are still in rebellion against His decrees and His best for us when pride is ruling our thoughts and actions. 

         Let us look at the Scriptural references, especially in the Psalms and Proverbs. They give an extreme case for what God hates, and that is pride. Check out these passages which we rarely preach on! (Job 41:34; 2 Chron. 26:16; 32:26; Psalm 10:4-5; 18:27; 31:18; 56:2; 59:12; 62:10; 73:6-12; 101:5; 131:1; 6:17; Prov. 8:13; 11:2; 13:10; 16:18; 21:4; 24; 29:23; 30:13; Isa. 2:11-21; 13:19; 16: 6; 23:9; Ezek. 28:2; Obad. 1:3; 1 Cor. 1:6; 2 Cor. 5:12; 7:4; Gal. 6:4; and these are just a few!)
Here are some Scriptural Highlights on Pride:
Psalms 10:4: In his pride the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God. NIV A person’s pride comes between him and God and distorts the Word and the work He has for him. It cancels out relationships, growth and purpose in life. People who practice arrogance and condescension toward others will not surrender to God as Lord. They think of themselves as self-reliant, which is a slap to the face of God.
Proverbs 3:34: He mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble. (NIV) When we are infested with pride, we are hindered from one of the primary duties of the Christian walk, which is self surrender (Gal. 2:20). The mature Christian will be surrendered totally to Christ, with both self-will and actions. Thus, he will not be bragging, gossiping, spreading dissension or puffing himself up. Instead, he will be presenting honesty, goodness, love and virtue where pride cannot live or function. Seek His face and He will equip you to go through everything that life throws at you. You will not even need pride. 
Psalm 119:21 You rebuke the arrogant, who are cursed, and who stray from your commands. (NIV) It is clear from this and many other passages that God hates our condescending actions with a passion. These actions move us far from His love and what is best for us and for others around us. 
Proverbs 8:13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way, And the perverted mouth, I hate. (NAS) A mature Christian will hate any form of arrogance. We cannot rely only on our education and experience in life and forget faith and trust. Neither can we exclude one over the other. Faith and reason are like shoes. We can walk further when we have them both on. Pride is the factor that will cause us to exclude reason by saying all we need is faith. The opposite it true also. We cannot have ethics and morality based on reason alone. Neither can we grow in maturity by faith without the study and practice of the Word. 
Proverbs 16:5: The LORD detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished. (NIV) Everyone who is proud, especially Christians, is a disgrace to God! Beware, because they will not last long in it. God will see to it that they are punished.
Proverbs 16:18 Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling. (NAS) God hates pride and cannot put up with arrogant and prideful people. The sin of pride is perhaps more destructive than any other sin. It is the root cause of the malice and evil in the heart of humanity. It is the malevolence that people commit! It is the main reason for the fall of Satan and humanity. It is what separates us from God. 
Proverbs 21:4 Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, is sin. (NAS) This passage is describing a light guiding the wicked. That light is pride versus the Light we are to follow, Christ’s! 
Proverbs 27:2 Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; A stranger, and not your own lips. (NAS) To be a wise person, we need to put our pride away, for it will make us truly foolish. We gain much more respect when we listen than when we speak what we do not know or understand. The same is true when we hog the spotlight from others. 
Proverbs 28:25-26 An arrogant man stirs up strife, But he who trusts in the LORD will prosper. He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but he who walks wisely will be delivered. (NAS) Pride will distort and even destroy our reliance and faith with our Lord faster than anything else. When we place our trust in ourselves, we are replacing God and His eternal truths for temporary untruths and foolish endeavors that lead us nowhere. 
Job 35:12-13: He does not answer when men cry out because of the arrogance of the wicked. Indeed, God does not listen to their empty plea; the Almighty pays no attention to it. (NIV) When people who are filled with pride, seek God for help out of desperation He may not listen to them. Pride can even block our prayers. 
Job 40:12 Look on everyone who is proud, and humble him; And tread down the wicked where they stand. (NAS) The context of this passage is about dinosaur-like creatures whose power is greater than man can conceive. Yet God is in control of them. Thus, pride is in our ability to control too. God’s power is ultimate and pride is a massive delusion to ourselves. 
Isaiah 5:21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, And clever in their own sight! (NAS) It is God who knows all things, so what do we have to be prideful about? When we try to walk the Christian life by ourselves, without help from anyone else, we set ourselves up for a lonely journey to nowhere that will lead us off a cliff! We cannot achieve any progress in our spiritual maturity when we try to bear it all ourselves. A leader cannot do it all, nor can a pastor or anyone else who claims Christ as their Lord. 
Habakkuk 2:4: See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright-- but the righteous will live by his faith. (NIV) Babylonians were the quintessential picture of the exercise of pride. It may seem to work for awhile, but the cost is so high and the fall is, so far, it is never worth the effort. Pride causes people to see the world and think incorrectly. It is so blind that prideful people will be the last one to see their own sin before it is too late. 
Mark 9:35 Sitting down, He called the twelve and said to them, "If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all, and servant of all." (NAS) Self-giving is the prime characteristic of our Lord and Savior. Pride is the complete opposite, the antithesis of that character that we are to emulate. 
Luke 16:15 And He said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God." What is in our heart is the principal aspect of who we are and how we are. We have the choice of emulating Christ-likeness or pride-fullness. The choice is ours to make, and so are the consequences we are to receive. This is not because God is a killjoy, but rather because we deliberately choose to disobey His best plan and call and trade these for foolishness. 
John 5:44 How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another, and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God? (NAS) Why would we want glory from others when we can get it from the King and Creator of the universe? People who are prideful are difficult to impossible to work with, and after a while, nobody wants to be around them! 
Romans 12:16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. (NAS) What distinguishes us is our humility. What repels others is our pride. We cannot have the attitude that we are the only ones God has called for a task or endeavor for the Kingdom. We cannot see ourselves as the only key ingredient or un-expendable. We are His tools, but remember He can raise up better people than you or me. 
1 Corinthians 4:6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, in order that no one of you will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other. (NAS) When we puff ourselves up, we cause conflict and strife. This causes the church to be full of contention rather than the love of God. Be aware of the pride that allows you to give and give but not accept! 
1 Corinthians 5:2 And you have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead, in order that the one who had done this deed would be removed from your midst. (NAS) Pride was the root problem in the Corinthian church. They failed to see it or oppress it when they did see it. When we do not stop the pride’s influence in the church, we will not have a church, but rather a club of dissension. 
1 Corinthians 13:4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant. (NAS) What love is not, is as important as what love is. Be aware that we will be held accountable and even judged on what we do not do or refuse to see because sin and pride are in the way (Matt. 23:27; Luke 19:42)!
2 Corinthians 5:12 We are not again commending ourselves to you but are giving you an occasion to be proud of us, so that you will have an answer for those who take pride in appearance, and not in heart. (NAS) How the world evaluates us is the opposite of how God evaluates. We should evaluate the way God does. We are to see the cause and motivations and not the numbers and appearance. The teacher of the Word must be rooted in the Word and then teach its truths. The opposite would be to focus on appearances, power and prestige. We cannot ever dictate to God what we are willing to do or not do, or give Him any conditions for our trust and obedience. That behavior is from the pit of pride and not from the obedience of true surrender.
2 Corinthians 10:17-18 But HE WHO BOASTS, LET HIM BOAST IN THE LORD. For not he who commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends. (NAS) Never allow your position or achievements turn into spiritual pride! When we do boast, it is to glorify our Lord and it is never to lift up ourselves. We cannot allow pride to be the excuse to protect others from the consequences, ridicule or harm. Such thinking as, "I will not be the one to cause others to suffer for the church; I will do it for them." may seem to honor them by our protection, but, in fact, we are keeping them from their growth and opportunities. (I’m speaking of spiritual protection, not physical.) Humiliation and suffering are the pillars that we can lean on and gain support from. They are not to distract us from Christ’s work or be a barrier for others in the faith. 
Galatians 6:4 But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another." (NAS) We are to think and see things clearly, not adding anything that is not there or revising it to fit our agenda. This goes from history, to running a church, to being a faithful Christian. Neither are we to gain false confidence from what we have accomplished. What is it compared to what God has done? Can the greatest man-made achievement compare to a sunrise or a snow capped mountain? 
2 Timothy 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy. (NAS) We must not allow possessions and their root, pride, to blind us from our true reason for and purpose in life. We have to get rid of the idea that we must be filled with self-esteem and know ourselves and find ourselves before we can be obedient and learn from our Lord! The only One who truly knows us and understands us is God. 
James 1:9-10: But let the brother of humble circumstances glory in his high position; and let the rich man glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away. (NAS) What do you want out of life--temporary praise that will soon be forgotten, or a high status in the kingdom of God? The true treasure and our glory are in whom we are in Christ and what He has done for us. 
James 4:6: But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE." (NAS) God is opposed to the proud! What more evidence do you need to realize how bad this is? God is supreme in the universe. God is God and we are not! Thus, God is the only One to be worshiped, and it is our prime directive to recognize God's lordship over our lives. Pride causes us to reject God’s lordship in our thoughts, words, and deeds. Beware if you are prideful because He will deflate you, sometimes fast, sometimes not, but He will! Your pride will come before your destruction. Your pride will be the main thing that sets you up for the fall!
1 Peter 5:5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. (NAS) We need to seek wisdom from those who have gone before us, those who are wiser and more experienced. Pride will block us from learning and growth! We are to see elders as people we learn from, not hindrances to our plans. When we forsake their wisdom and experience, we miss a lot and subject ourselves to a needless big learning curve in life. 
Revelation 3:17 You say, "I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing." But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. Be aware that too much comfort and compliancy will interfere with your spiritual growth and the best that He has for you! The comfort we seek in the world will only lead to disillusionment and misery. Then we will gain nothing. 

         Pride sets us up as a god when there is only One God. God wants our obedience, love and trust. We cannot do that when we are too full of ourselves! I have struggled with this a lot over the years, and God keeps humbling me! In America, we glance over this and do not consider it relevant, but we must see it as it is, heinous! We need to see how harmful and destructive pride and its various forms are in the life of the Christian and the church. We have to take the initiative to remove our Will and allow the Spirit to break us down. If we don’t, we will break down and the church will break down. We cannot be afraid to see things from God’s perspective, neither can we be afraid to allow Him to work in us and grow us for His purpose. We have to allow the Spirit and our obedience and diligence of study in the Word to develop our spiritual maturity in the nature of God. Yet, most Christians choose to develop their character on how others around them act and their own presumptions of the Christian life rather than in His nature and Word. 

         We cannot see the value nor get a grasp of the promises of God until we surrender our pride and Will to Him. Make the determination to be His and do not allow your self-will to be in His way! Allow Christ to take you beyond your hopes and dreams (John 3:5).
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Study on: “desires”

Our desires must be focused on Him: Christ our Lord. We must feel the anticipation and the excitement to be with and in Him, so that we not only hear His Word; but we do His Word, the Word of God. So if we become stuck in our anxious thoughts, confusion, or the stressed out urgency of life, we stop and get our focus right! Pray that the Holy Spirit intercedes in you and removes the disruptions. Allow yourself to receive His comfort and grace. Remember, it is not something we do or effort on our part, we are only to receive what Christ our Lord gives us. And to receive, we need to make sure stuff that gets in the way, are out of the way. 


Augustine, a “Catholic Saint,” was one of the foremost philosophers and theologians of early Christianity. While serving (396-430) as bishop of Hippo Regius, the leading figure in the church, he was perhaps the greatest Christian thinker of all time and the one person with the biggest influence in theology for Catholics and Protestants, even more than the reformers. He also was the main person who influenced the “western world view,” our culture and identity both in Europe and the U.S.! 


Augustine fought vigorously against his bad habits and sin nature, so he can grow deeper in our Lord. Until he learned a lesson from a small child, which he felt was the Word of God. Let Augustine’s influence keep influencing you! 

Study on: "Thoughts on the Person and work of the Holy Spirit."
a)
He is a person (John 14:16-17);

b)
He is our advocate (John 14:16, I John 2:1);

c)
He imparts new life (John 3:3-6);

d)
He pleads our case before God the Father (Romans 8:26-27);

e)
He bears witness and glorifies Christ (Romans 8:14, Galatians 4:6);

f)
He pours God’s love in our hearts (Romans 5:4-5, Galatians 5:22-23);

g)
He is always with us (Matthew 28:20, Hebrews 13:5-6);

h)
He indwells within us (John 14:17, Ephesians 3:16-17);

i)
He is powerful and able to do the will of the Father through us (Acts 1:8, 4:31, 10:45);

j)
He is essential for our salvation (John 3:5, I Corinthians 12:3);

k)
He is essential for our sanctification (Romans 7:21-25, II Corinthians 3:18);

l)
He is essential for our service and sharing of faith (Acts1:8);

m)
He is Lord, loving, and available to us (I Corinthians 6:19-20);


It is our duty as Christians to recognize the role of the Holy Spirit, to find out our gifts that have been given. Then we must be discipled in those gifts and use our gifts to glorify His Kingdom. In doing this, we become obedient and we receive, rely, and trust in His role.  (Acts 19:1-2, Romans 12:1-2, Galatians 5:13-26, Revelations 3:20, Ephesians 3:17, and Luke 11:13)
Study on: “Looking beyond Ourselves” 


There are times when I journal, that is keeping a diary of what is going on in my life. I sometimes look back on them and gain new insight on what I was going through, that I did not have back then. I have become more adept to interpret God’s leading and plan for me the more I experience life and receive what He has done. By looking back on what we have been through and see the hand of God there, it will give great comfort and encouragement for what lies ahead or what we are going through now. 


As I gain new insight into my personality and the Lord’s working into my issues and problems, I realize how shadows they are compared to my Lord’s holiness and greatness. 


By concentrating on Christ and what He has done will lift us up better and more complete than anything we could ever do. Thus the thrust of journaling has taught me is to look beyond myself and keep focused on Christ. The other end of journaling is a problem that people, including Christians, in their zeal to keep faithful to their journals, is that they become self absorbed and only see themselves and their problems and not the Lord. So be careful if you do this exercise of journaling, keep focused on why you are doing it, that is to grow closer to the Lord and not to yourself. 


We are called to keep focused on Him and not ourselves, so we are looking at God’s Word as a mirror to ourselves, to our soul, as not to see us, but to see God working in us. When we only see ourselves, we see sin, brokenness, failure, self-seeking inclinations, and wrong attitudes. 


We must see God’s interests and not our own, then the journey of maturing in the faith will become more real as our problems become less, He becomes more. 


The same thing can happen when we read the Word. We become so consumed with our interests, we do not see the calling and response we are to give. Thus we grow bitter, thinking that this devotion stuff is not for me, so we turn it off. We replace it with so much activity that God is pushed out of our lives, except on Sunday morning. But even then we are rushed and stressed and do not feel the worship or hear the lesson. We only hear ourselves, our problems of getting the kids ready, or the stress at work or at school. The results of a mature life will respond from the impact of our devotional life, by applying what Christ has done. 


We need to respond to the text with a surrendered will and a mind cleared of our anxious thoughts. When we focus on our fears, hopes, dreams, needs, or emotions, we have no room to learn what God has for us. We will not be able to think deeply enough into the text so there is a transformation of our nature and will, as philosophers call our existential core. There can be no serious behavior or personality change unless the core of who we are changes. And Christ is the only one who does that right!

This transformation in Romans 12 cannot happen when we are in the way. God does as He pleases, but He usually does not override our will. He waits for us to be surrendered and poured out to Him. So do not take the chance and allow your stubbornness to get in the way of God working in you! 

Study on: "The Importance of Theology"

The problem we have today is most people, including Christians, do not know the reasons and importance of theology, including the role of scripture. People cannot discern when or how God works, what He has to tell us or what we should know until he tells us. The Lord tells us who He is and reveals His will to us through the authority of His word. John 5:39 and II Timothy 3:16. These scriptures testify to the importance and role and authority of the Bible, that the Bible is the supreme authority of faith, practice, and duty of all Christians. There is no higher authority either ecclesiastical or personally that can take the place of God’s word. A conservative, strong position on biblical inspiration is imperative to the effective Bible teacher. Without this view of authority, we elevate ourselves above God and we become the means of faith and practice and not the Creator of the universe. The Bible is “wholly true.” This is testified by the scriptures themselves, by the test of time, and even by science and higher criticism. Without the authority of scripture is like having a view of Christianity without Christ.  

Go over the following: Read John 3:16. (You can have youth say this in a round as loud as they can) 
Group One says:


Group Two say:
God



“the greatest giver”

so loved 



“the greatest motive”

the world 



“the greatest need”

that he gave 



“the greatest act”

His only son 



“the greatest gift”

that whosoever 


“the greatest invitation”

believes in Him 


“the greatest opportunity”

should not perish 


“the greatest deliverance”

   but have eternal life. 

“the greatest joy”

A filter screens out what is bad and harmful. The filter to your air conditioner and heater at home filters out dust that many people are allergic to. These auto filters screen out contaminates, so the car will get better gas mileage and last longer.” 

I once saw a car that was never tuned up or had any oil changes, in fact, it had the original oil in it, which was sludge! The car was totally worthless. It was a two year old Lincoln Continental with only 30,000 miles on it! But the engine, transmission and many of the car’s systems did not work. The car should have sold for over $20,000 and still be an almost new car! But this car ended up at an auction and sold for $2000 as scrap! When we do not filter out contaminates, we too can become scrap! 

· We have to learn how to screen out what is false from what is true!

· Read Phil. 1:9-11; 4:8-9
· What are some of the contaminates in your life?

· What can you do to filter them? 

· What would your life be with a good filter? 

Study on: The Perils of the Judgmental Attitude 

When I was in college--more than a few years ago--I had an acquaintance who went by the name of Dr. Anderson. He was a college student too, and he wrote in to an ad in the back of a comic book to get his doctorate from one of those so called “diploma mills.” A few weeks and a few bucks later, he received his diploma, and entitlement to be called a “Doctor.” We all thought this was very humorous. I then responded by writing to that fabulous intuition on behalf of my dog Shiloh--a beautiful tricolor Collie--so he could also receive his right and deserved diploma. And so, my dog became a “Doctor.” Now we finally had a Doctor in the family! Dr. Anderson then decided to take this a bit further. He applied to a hospital in Southern California to be a staff Physician. They flew him in, wine and dined him, and put him up in a very nice hotel. He had a good old time. After the hospital offered him a placement, they decided to check his credentials, which he gave them. They found out that his diploma was not a real one suited and trained to practice medicine in the State of California. Dr. Anderson responded, “I did not lie.” And, he did not. They assumed, and he went along with their assumptions for some fun. The hospital was very embarrassed, and decided to keep this issue quiet. I very much doubt they ever interviewed another physician without first checking on his credentials! 

Dr. Anderson, and my dog Shiloh (I will leave myself out of this--I plead youthful insanity) represent the mindsets and attitudes of a lot of Christians. Perhaps my dog was an innocent bystander, and Dr. Anderson was just having some fun. But when we, as His representatives, pretend with the faith of Christ, it causes disease and destruction of the Church and to those who need the Church! It shoos people away, and they will not come back. What we end up doing is destroying relationships, present and potential, all in the name of placing our Will and political agenda ahead of God’s Will and precepts. These are the so-called Christians who say one thing and do another, and/or sit in judgment of others while they themselves have too many sin issues to count. These are the Christians who go to church, play the Christian game, but experience no real or 
Life-changing event where Christ becomes Lord of their lives. They still are in control of their Will and regard their Will as upfront and supreme. These actions create judgmental attitudes and hypocrisy residue upon others. The sad part is that these are the Christians most secular people have in mind when someone says “Christian!” Their “diploma” stating they are a Christian might as well come from that same “diploma mill” where Shiloh received his degree. They may look like Christians, but their fruits are clearly from ways other than those of the Spirit (Galatians 5:19-21; 2 Timothy 3:1-5). 

Consider this. Would you rather have “Dr. Anderson” do open heart surgery on you, or trust it to a real, board certified physician? Who would you rather have running your church--fakes who are pious, frauds, and hypocrites, whose agendas supersede Biblical precepts, or those who are devoted to the things of God? What about you? What is conveyed from your personhood to others around you? Are you false, or are you real? Do you present good fruit, or phony, rotten fruit?  Which will build effective relationships--the false or the real? Which will allow relations to grow and last--false or real? I believe the answer is clear! Phony lives create judgmental attitudes because people see in others what they do not have, so they feel a need to put others down. Or, they see what they feel others should be, as in “like themselves,” and experience the urge to put them down. Either way, the judge is corrupt and the measuring rod is not of God. 

Hypocrisy and judgmental attitudes cause some of the biggest problems in the Church, and spill over to others outside her walls whose concept of a Church is what they observe. These attitudes also cause severe danger to the growth and comfort of the Church. Comfort is in a place to call home, to feel safe, and be willing to be taught and led, and to serve. This is one of the main reasons, if not the main reason, that keeps people away! Effective spiritual growth, maturity, and outreach cannot happen when the Church is pierced with bad attitudes, all stemming from a poor spiritual condition and the inability to build effective relationships.
Romans 1:18-32 gives us a laundry list of sins that will destroy any relationship or church. This chapter already tells us that God’s ordinances are written in our hearts and in creation; thus, we have no excuse to reject Him, even if the Gospel is never told to us! The heathens already know, yet they choose to subdue themselves from God’s most precious love and grace. This implies that God’s dictates are written in our conscience, from how to know Him to how to conduct our lives. So, as a Christian, we really do have no excuse! At the same time, we have to be careful. If you are not a Christian, your conscience will not be reliable, as your Will forces and overpowers its way noisily over God’s righteousness unless you listen carefully. In addition, your conscience, your sense of right and wrong, is like a computer. God installs its operating system. Yet, you can still send in corrupt programming and get corrupt thinking. Only the Spirit, prayer, and the Word will install good programming. Garbage in will equal garbage out! Thus, a struggle will assume to seek hypocrisy or righteousness. 

When I speak on this subject, many people say to me, “This must just be the new Christians doing this.” But my research and experience indicate, no, it is the ones who grew up in the Church who do the most destruction of the Church. Christians who grew up in good Christian value homes can easily forget who they are in Christ and act quite contradictory to His call and plan. If we grew up in a Christian home, attended church all of our lives, and even went to a Christian school, then we lived most of our lives in the Christian sub-culture. Now, there's nothing wrong with that. The problem is we can get in the habit of playing the role of the Christian so that we do not take deeper ownership of our faith, thus resulting in mixed messages that we portray to those around us. Therefore, how we should be does not equal our actions or words. Or, we fake it to fit in, and become pretentious and condescending. 

Hypocrisy in Action 

We can help prevent this from occurring by looking at the hypocrisy and applying what Jesus taught about it in Matthew 23. The word for hypocrisy in verse 28, as it originally meant in Greek culture, was to act out a part in a play--to be an actor. And, that is just what we do when our actions are contrary to our call. Jesus warns us of the danger of pretending, of just going through the motions of being a Christian, without earnestly living our lives as a Christian is meant to do. We must realize the danger in living a double life. If we are all friendly and loving at church, genuinely seeking after others with encouragement and care, then on Monday we go to school or work with a contemptuous and condescending attitude toward our friends and coworkers, then what are we doing? What are we expecting people to think when we live a double life or portray a secret agent Christian? Are you putting on a performance, or are you genuinely focused on the Lordship of Christ, so that His fullness flows to those around you? 


Why is this so important? When you ask someone, “Would you like to be a Christian?” what you are in fact saying is, would you like to be like me? So, we must be careful in our daily actions, words, and deeds, because we are telling others about the Lord through all those. How we come across to others is important as well. Character and personality are critical! Remember, Jesus warns us about misleading people. What would you think if you went to buy a car and the salesmen told you it had 300 horsepower, would withstand an impact at 50 mph, get 40 mpg, and be cheaper to insure? You would probably say, “Wow!” and buy it, then have trouble making it up the hill by your house. Then, what if someone rear-ends you, you get whiplash, and $5,000 in damage from a 5 mph impact, and you find out the insurance is over twice as much as your previous car? You would not be a very happy camper! You would realize you were manipulated and lied to! Perhaps you would be outraged! The salesman created a false impression of the car. How long would that salesman or car dealer say in business? Customers would stay away, and media watchdogs would attack. The same applies to us as representatives of Christ. How do you think the Lord feels when we are out in the world misrepresenting Him?  

When we judge others, we are harboring two contradictory attitudes and thoughts, while we are in fact lying to and about our Lord. What does our Lord have to say about this? Judge not, that you be not judged (Matthew 7:1). In Romans, chapter two, we find that when we judge others, and disobey God, we are inexcusable, and will not escape the judgment of God. The measure of God’s dealings with Jews and Gentiles will be the same, as there is no difference in ethnicity. It is what is in the heart, not the skin that matters to God, even in the O.T.! Remember, all will appear on the Day of Judgment. Being judgmental will not work; it will only backfire on you, and show that external works will not gain anything without a renewed heart through Grace. God looks at the trust in His work, not the comfort of our work. The Jews in the time of Paul and Jesus felt they were outside of God’s wrath and judgment, just as some Christians feel today. These are the ones who take comfort in their church membership and not who they are in Christ. 


The flipside is that the saying Judge not, that you be not judged (Matthew 7:1) is also a popular phrase in Western society. It is often spoken when someone is pointing out the faults of another, or if one feels someone else is judging him. The secular impression is that we should never make moral judgments on others. However, that is not what Jesus implied when He spoke of judging. We are to judge what is right and wrong in some things, such as sin versus virtue (James 4:11-12). There are times when we are called to judge as we exercise church discipline--correcting one who teaches in error (1 Timothy 1:3-11; 4:16; 2 Timothy 4:3-5; Titus 1:9; 2:1). If he/she does not heed the correcting, he/she must step down. Church leaders are called to exercise discerning judgment as to the moral or spiritual condition of the people under their care. This is always done in the character of the Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23).
There are different types of judgment. One involves being discerning, not allowing harm to come to you or others from those who cause harm. And, along with that, comes sensitivity to potential trouble, attempting to prevent the bad actions of others. This is a service, which, ideally, the church, as well as law enforcement and community involvement, is supposed to do. There is also the judgment/discernment of evaluating the spiritual and mental health of others. The other types are the cruel manipulations and put-downs that many of us do! What Jesus is referring to in Matthew, chapter seven, is condemning the faults in others to cover up our own faults--especially the ones we refuse to see in ourselves. He also is condemning the practice of verbally attacking others, which will only bring condemnation on us. The imagery that Jesus uses is the market place measuring scale. When we judge, our false, hypocritical, and self-righteous attitude is put on the scales, and counts against us, calling down God's judgment on us (Proverbs 19:17; Matthew 5:7; 6:14-15; 7:1-6). 

The best way to cover your own sins and wrongdoings is to attack someone who is good and righteous, because it will throw the dogs off your tracks, taking the attention off you and placing it elsewhere. I cannot tell you how many times as a pastor, I have seen this happen, as misguided arrogant people take down good people because they do not want to be convicted. Why does this work so well? Because righteous people will not defend themselves, as he/she is rooted in Christ, and not in the world. It is in the same way our Lord did not defend Himself. The other leading way to attack someone is to judge him/her! It is characteristic of our fallen, human, sinful nature to see the faults in others, but, more often than not, the very faults we point out in others are the ones we have! This is what Jesus refers to as the speck and the plank in the eye! He is telling us that we may need eye surgery (Matthew 7:1-6). In the Greek, it is a word play, using hyperbole speech-exaggeration for emphasis that is both shocking and humorous. It means we must correct our own faults by removing the beam from our own eye; then we will able to see, discern, and help others who are not dealing with their faults (Galatians 6:1-2).
God does not care about our pedigree, or who grew up in the church, or who is new. He is telling us that no one is immune! It is ONLY by what Christ has done that we can be saved. This transpires to how we treat others. Even when we are saved, we cannot say it is by what we have done. This transpires to how we judge, because we have no basis to do so. The Roman church was a mix of Jews and Gentiles, thus disagreements and prejudice arose and Paul had to address them (Psalm 18:25-26; 62:12; Matthew 7:1-2). So, if you judge, all you do is end up judging yourself! 

When we have the knowledge and trust of God’s goodness, and His right of judgment, we will refuse to be hypocritical. We will use His goodness as a guide to see the sorrow for our “miss-actions” and have compassion toward others for theirs (Psalm 136). As God is generous with His grace, so we should be generous toward each other and be thankful. And, finally, as we see His goodness in a much deeper way, we are truly transformed, renewed, and we turn away from sin (Romans 12:1-3). When we refuse to see His goodness, and keep judging, we model the ultimate contempt to our loving Lord!
Remember, we will also be judged by the ultimate Judge! He will judge us according to the opportunities He brings and knowledge we have. The more you know, the more responsibility you have to put it to use! That is why Moses was not allowed into the Promised Land; he disobeyed God in what we might see as a minor matter. God saw the matter as not important, because Moses knew better! Thus, the offense of striking the rock was bad enough for him to be excluded from entering the Promised Land because, of all the people who ever lived, Moses knew better. Moses had been face to face with God and knew his duty and call. His anger broke the trust he had with God, resulting in grave consequences. God did show Moses some grace and allowed him to see what was to come. Fortunately for us, we have grace to further protect us (Exodus17: 6; Numbers 20:8-11)!  But grace is no excuse to do as you please! 

Hey, I do not Judge!

If you are thinking, “Hey, I am safe so far. I do not judge. I am not a hypocrite.” But, what about what motivates you? God will not just judge our actions, but also our motivations! He knows the truth about each of us; there is nothing new to God. He alone has pure intentions, pure, uncorrupted love, mercy, and omniscient knowledge. He knows all things, and how everything and everyone is intertwined relationally in the past, present, and future. We have no such knowledge. We see a small piece of bark from a single tree, while He sees the entire forest. Thus, we cannot judge simply because of our blind imprudence. 

What about how you value others? In Western culture, it is customary to consider yourself as number one! But, Biblically, we are number two. God is number One, and others are to be put above us as well, to a point. So, do you value others in the same way you do yourself? Is the scale balanced? Do you cover up your frailties by attacking and criticizing others to throw the dogs off your scent (Matthew 7:1-5; 21-23; 25:31-33; John 5:22)? When we are focused on seeing the corruption and deceit in others, it is because we are filled with it ourselves, and we do not take the Word of God seriously. What if God judged us as we do others? The answer again is, do not judge, and do not be hypocritical! Yet, Christians can be the some of most critical and arrogant people on earth! We must come to the place where we let God remove our pride!  Remember, God searches our hearts. What will He find in yours? 

· Hypocritical conduct comes from our fallen nature, as demonstrated by our history, actions, interpersonal relationships, by divorce court, and testimonies of behavioral scientists. Christians do not seem to be immune from this infection!
· Hypocritical conduct causes us to behave in one way, while desiring or even believing we are acting in a total different way. It may be intentional or it may be just a slip of the tongue. However, it is all the same to the hearer of the words--damaging, destructive, awful, addictive, and most of all, devoid of Christian love!
· God is more concerned with our obedience than our knowledge!
· Are you grateful for what Christ has done or do you take it for granted (Luke 15:17-19)?  
· To be self-centered is to find the wrath of God! 

· Do you practice what you preach, that is, do you condemn others for what you do in secret?  

· No one needs or likes a Hypocrite!
· It is as impossible to be a Christian hypocrite, as it is impossible to be half pregnant. Either you are, or you are not. Your fruit will show your true colors!
· Everyone should know better than to sin. So, why do we?!  
· Being, and living, as an honest Christian should just be a natural endeavor. We have been filled with the Holy Spirit. We know the Scriptures. Therefore, there should be no problems with honest living, yet there is!
· Our behavior causes a contradictory witness. We may desire to earnestly live a life of Christian maturity, but, instead, we drive people away from the Lord! We end up doing the opposite of Christian living!
· The opposite of godlessness is godliness. This is the act of honoring God with our best. Godliness enables us to live out our faith in obedience, with love, and trust in Christ. 

· Remember, it takes a diamond to cut another diamond, so allow other Christians to hone and challenge you, but never let anyone sway you from what is clearly revealed in Scripture! Count your afflictions as joy and service to Him, as long as you are true to Christ and His Word.
Being judgmental is extremely foolish, because you are, in fact, throwing a boomerang of condemnation that comes back to hit you harder than you threw it. God judges according to truth; we judge according to greed and misunderstanding.       

Remove the plank!

When Jesus tells us, simply put, DO NOT JUDGE, He means we are not to be critical or use us as a measuring stick to which we compare to everyone else!  A Christian who is critical and condescending is a terribly destructive force to the Kingdom of God, as he/she exhibits the direct opposite behavior of what a Christian should be.  It is the role of the Holy Spirit to give a critique, and He will work with you way before using you to work with someone else! Every wrong thought you may observe in others already exists in you, and if you are unwilling to deal with it, while pointing it out in others, you are, as Proverbs so eloquently put it, A FOOL! The chief characteristic of a Christian should be humility! Remember, if God judged you correctly and righteously, you would go straight to Hell, as you deserve neither Grace, nor His love. But, because of His Grace, you have heaven—and Him--for eternity! 

So remove the plank! Eye surgery in Jesus time was not a really good idea, they would cut an incision into the eye and drain the fluid to help, but all this did was make the situation much worse. And so it is when we judge wrongly! It is wrong for anyone to focus their attention on the speck in his brother's eye, while his/her own eye is occupied with the same, or other fault (Psalm 18:25-26; Romans 2:1)! Why does Jesus hate this so much? When we judge by attacking others, or by putting them down, we are refusing to forgive (Mathew 6:14-15)! If you are unwilling to see the faults in yourself and be in the process of resolving them, then you have no right to help others by critiquing them! If you think you have no faults, you are deluding yourself, and lying to God and others (Romans 2:17-24). We have to be humble and accept correction to be used by God (Proverbs 15:31). 

We need to realize our sinful nature and how much Christ forgave us, less, for with what judgment you judge, you will be judged, with the same measure you use, it will be measured back to you (Matthew 7:1-2). The implication is that we will be judged by the same standards we use to judge others! There is just no need or reason to do this. It only harms others, makes the Church look bad, and identifies the person who judges as a FOOL! Why would a Christian desire to do this when they have received Christ’s grace? It can boggle the mind! 


So, we must be aware of the bad, judgmental attitudes that have consumed the Church since its founding. Let God be the judge! He is God and knows the true motivation and circumstances of people, which we do not have access to. Thus, He will judge with the right amount of vengeance. Our vengeance is insignificant, unnecessary, and unlawful before God! Just consider how severe the penalty for false judgments were in the O.T. (Exodus 23:6-8; Deuteronomy 16:18-20; 18:19-21). Let God be God, not you! 

Why we Judge

Why do Christians display contradictory actions? Psychologists call it cognitive dissonance. This is when a person harbors two completely different views. While acting on one behavior, they believe they are doing something quite different. This can be caused by a stressful situation, by being uncomfortable, or by being unable to modify one’s beliefs to fit a situation. So, we develop rationalizations, believing we must be right in our actions because our beliefs are right, regardless of our actions.  

Are all hypocrites, people who are not real Christians and are just pretending like Dr. Anderson? Not necessarily. Most Christians who judge have a skewed sense of Biblical precepts. They have not yet discovered who they are in Christ. They elevate their desires, goals, and aspirations over those of anyone else, even the Lord. Perhaps they are saved, but the reality of the faith has not set in them. These immature Christians will not allow themselves to be convicted or grow in the faith. They depend on their works and ideas, not on their faith and the reality of Christ. Thus, they rationalize or theologize their way through life, making all kinds of excuses for demanding their own Will and way. 

Another reason Christians judge is because there are so many various visions for our lives and Will, so they are volleying for power. The focus tends to be away from God's Will in most churches and Christian’s lives. Thus, when you do take a stand, even though it is Biblical and true, Christians will persecute you more than heathens will! Look at church history for this evidence. Because a lot of Christians fear change and conviction more than anything else, they do not want to see their hypocrisy, or move beyond their comfort zone, so they attack to preserve what they perceive as theirs. Jesus said for us to remove the plank from our own eye first. They do not want to remove it, because that plank is their source of comfort and rationale for all they do. 

Sometimes Christians just have not adjusted to their new life and are still carrying the values of their old life. The Roman Christians had a tough time adjusting to the new life in Christ, as they wrestled with Jewish law and tradition over the alien concepts of freedom and Grace. They were not willing to act by faith and trust in Christ, just as most Christians today are not! It takes time to be discipled, and to adjust to our new life. Faith is given to us overnight, but we still have to receive, process, and act on it. We tend to create our own bureaucratic obstacles, and then blame God and others. Paul is calling us to be patient and to understand one another. When we do, life goes much more smoothly, and issues are not taken so personally.  

The Pharisees were experts at seeing hypocrisy in others, but they failed to see it in themselves. They could look down the corridor of time and see all the errors and mistakes their ancestors made in the past, yet look at themselves as more accomplished, and incapable of doing the ungodly acts of those in years past. However, the Pharisees could not see the damage, hurt, and oppression that they were causing. They were causing the very same problems for which they were criticizing their ancestors. They were actually leading people away from God! They were performing the very opposite of their job description, the very opposite of their call from the Lord (Matthew 23:23-33). Do not be a Pharisee; they are not fair, you see! 

Considerations with Judgments 

Judgmental attitude cannot exist with a Christian mindset. The two cannot be in the same place at once; each one has to occupy the whole room. A Christian mindset will remove a Judgmental attitude, and vice versa. Pride is the ultimate destroyer of humbleness, of being a mature, faithful follower of Christ. Pride produces the rotten fruit of hypocrisy, and humbleness is the destroyer of hypocrisy. Hypocrisy cannot exist in an environment filled with humbleness. This is because in our humbleness, we are glued to our Lord and not to ourselves. Godliness cannot exist in an atmosphere of pride! 

1. How do you think the Lord feels when we misrepresent Him in the world?  

2. Is there a difference between pride and hypocrisy? How are they alike? How do they fuel each other?
3. Read Matthew 23:23-33; How would you define hypocrisy?

4. Living as an honest Christian should be a natural endeavor. So, why does this sometimes fail to happen?
5. Why would Christians elevate their desires, goals, and aspirations over those of anyone else, even the Lord?

6. Are we doing life and church as Christ would, or, are we, are mirroring our feelings and desires, regardless of our mandate from our Lord?

7. Do you believe that hypocrisy is a destroyer of the church? What about a destroyer of your personality? 

8. Do you believe that as Christians, we have the responsibility to act as disciples of Christ wherever we are and whatever we do?

9. Are you putting on a performance, or are you genuinely focused on the Lordship of Christ, so that He flows to those around you? 


10. How can you let other Christians hone and challenge you without causing you to be discouraged?

11.  Pride is the destroyer of humbleness. Pride is the fruit of hypocrisy (or should I say rotten vegetable?), and humbleness is the destroyer of hypocrisy. Hypocrisy cannot exist in an environment filled with humbleness because when we are humble we are glued to our Lord and not to ourselves.  How can you destroy the attitude of hypocrisy?  

12. Do you build your spiritual life from your faith, or from what you have done?

13. Remember the ultimate judgment is still to come! So, are you preparing yourself for that day when the Lord will judge you (John 12:48; 2 Corinthians 5:10)?  

14. Do we try to keep our image intact only to Christians around us, letting our true nature slip with people at work, or when we go shopping? The problem is that most people, especially non-Christians, will see right through our hypocrisy, even though we may not see or admit to it!
15. Most Christians just flat out do not want to change their behavior, regardless of what anyone thinks, or what Scripture teaches. What about you? 

16. The hypocrisy that most people display happens in the workplace. For example, suppose someone acts unkindly towards a co-worker by spreading rumors or being abrupt to his/her fellow employees. When people later find out that that person is active in a church, the issue is compounded, and a negative focus is placed upon Christianity! How have you done this or seen it done? 

17. We have to be willing to look at our flaws, the things we all need to improve on, and ourselves, and place our focus there. Our responsibility is to grow in character, not point out faults to others unless it is done through the relationship of a mentor, and with the disposition of the Fruits of the Spirit. For good relationships to be built, we have to be willing and able to treat others in the same manner we want to be treated. How can you create a mindset to do this? 

Hypocrisies Reality 
Don't ever believe that our performances are realities; people will see right through us. There are times when we have bad days, when we will make mistakes; after all, we are human, and we cannot be perfect all the time. I do not believe our culture wants us to be perfect, but genuine. So, when we make mistakes, we need to be up front about it, be willing to apologize, give in, and go to the people who were intentionally or unintentionally hurt and make up with them. Practicing forgiveness and acceptance are paramount, even though it goes against the grain of our old nature. But remember, God calls us out of our old nature to be transformed by Him.
After we become a Christian, a time must come when the reality of who we are in Christ hits home with power and conviction. We must completely change the black, dirty oil of the mind with the new golden, anointing oil of His love. As a Christian, the Spirit transforms us completely from all we were and all that we did, including our Will, our plans, and our opportunities (Romans 12; 2 Corinthians 3:18). This cannot happen unless we give up and yield our selfish Will over to His (Galatians 2:20-21; Philippians 3:1-14)! The incentive for us to surrender to Christ is that His way is better than ours! The icing on the cake of that incentive is the improvement in our relationships, both the current ones and the ones to come. Paul's main concern was whether his teaching would be applied, or just studied, or ignored. So, carefully look over your spiritual life and pray about how it affects your personality, how you are to others, and be willing to take action. 

When should a Christian Judge?

We are called to judge with righteous judgment (John 7:24; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; Galatians 6:1; 1 John 4:1). We are to be discerning, and not allow immorality and false teachings to emerge from our lives, the Church, or allow such things to attack the Church from the outside. It is just as the U.S. military is commissioned to protect citizens from enemies, both foreign and domestic!  The Lord also condemns judging in the spirit of self-righteousness and condemnation, without mercy or love (Luke 6:36-37; James 2:13). 

So, what should we do? The right way to help someone with “faults” is to go to them privately with constructive criticism in love, and offer gentle, humble analysis and help that would lift them up (Matthew 10: 12-15; Acts 13:42-46; 2 Timothy 2:24-26). If we remain silent when people do dumb things, they will keep doing them and hurt the Church. It is the same with the teaching of false doctrine or when someone behaves wrongly; we have to act, but act in the parameters of the Fruits of the Spirit. We are not to allow reproach, that is, false impressions, to come upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, causing Him to be misrepresented. Remember the need for prayer and the need for love!
When we fully recognize our dependence on Christ, and fully feel the love and acceptance we have from Him, our spiritual walk will increase. When our walk increases, the flow of love and care will proceed from us in a powerful and focused way, because then we will see that we already have all that we could ever want or need. All that we are, and all that we could ever be, is found in Christ. Just remember, this just does not accidentally happen; you have to work at it!
May God help keep us all from such judging, and enable us to be more useful in helping others with their problems.

Remember, we do not deserve His love and grace, yet it is given to us anyway.  

Study on: "Doing the Word"
--Chuck Swindoll says in his book, “Improving Your Serve:”


"To make the value of obedience just as practical as possible, let's play 'Let's Pretend.' Let's pretend that you work for me. In fact, you are my executive assistant in a company that is growing rapidly. I'm the owner and I'm interested in expanding overseas. To pull this off, I make plans to travel abroad and stay there until a new branch office gets established. I make all the arrangements to take my family and move to Europe for six to eight months. And I leave you in charge of the busy stateside organization. I tell you that I will write you regularly and give you directions and instructions. I leave and you stay. 


Months pass. A flow of letters are mailed from Europe and received by you at the national headquarters. I spell out all my expectations. 


Finally, I return. Soon after my arrival, I drive down to the office and I am stunned. Grass and weeds have grown up high. A few windows along the street are broken. I walk into the receptionist's room and she is doing her nails, chewing gum, and listening to her favorite disco station (as you can see the book was written in the 70’s). I look around and notice the wastebaskets are overflowing.

The carpet hasn't been vacuumed for weeks, and nobody seems concerned that the owner has returned. I asked about your whereabouts and someone in the crowded lounge area points down the hall and yells, "I think he's down there." Disturbed, I move in that direction and bump into you as you are finishing a chess game with our sales manager. I ask you to step into my office, which has been temporarily turned into a television room for watching afternoon soap operas. 

"What in the world is going on, man?" 

"What do you mean, Chuck?" 

"Well, look at this place! Didn't you get any of my letters?" 

"Letters? Oh yes! Sure! I got every one of them. As a matter of fact, Chuck, we have had a letter study every Friday night since you left. We have even divided the personnel into small groups to discuss many of the things you wrote. Some of the things were really interesting. You will be pleased to know that a few of us have actually committed to memory some of your sentences and paragraphs. One or two memorized an entire letter or two – Great stuff in those letters." 

"Okay, you got my letters. You studied them, meditated on them, discussed them, and even memorized them. But what did you do about them?" 

"Do? We didn't do anything about them."
Study on: Holiness

If someone said the word “holiness” to you, what would come to your mind first? You'd probably associate holiness with God. But did you ever stop to think about what God's holiness is all about?

What does the Bible mean when it says, "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty" (Isaiah 6:3)?


The word "holy" is translated from the Old Testament and it means, "separated" or "cut apart." God is holy because He is totally, completely, absolutely separate from everything He has ever created.  Because He cannot be infected by sin! He is a cut above everything in the universe.

He is perfect, pure, and separate from the slightest hint of sin, error or evil. Can you visualize perfection in your life, that is living out a totally perfect sinless existence? It is not easy, is it? What about purity, that's just as difficult. Have you ever wondered how we are to understand God's holiness if we can't picture what it means?

Well, God provided a Way for us to understand Him, a model for us to follow. Jesus said, "Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father" (John 14:9). If we want to "see" the holiness of God more clearly, we need to look at the life Jesus Christ. Jesus was holy in that He was perfect. He never made a mistake. He never miscalculated or judged incorrectly. He always did the right thing at the right time in the right way

Jesus was holy in that He was and is pure. He never sinned (can you imagine that?). Yes, He walked among sinners. He mingled with them, ate with them, laughed with them, cried with them, healed them, and loved them. But He never became attached to their sinful attitudes or actions. And, with love and care, He called them to leave their lives of sin (John 8:11). God is like that.

But that's not all. Our holy God Expects us to be holy too: "But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: Be holy, because I am holy." (1 Peter 1:15-16)

Now we can say this is a tough standard, but does this mean we do not try because it is so tough? Thus, if we will never reach it, why bother with it. A lot of Christians live their lives this way. So they never try, but we must try anyway. We can get closer to God's standard of holiness every day by relinquishing ourselves to Christ in our prayers, devotions, and relationships. And we can rejoice in the fact that a day is coming when we will stand in God's presence as holy people singing "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty!”

So let us go out and live as our life belongs to our Lord, as it does, and be holy!

Study on: “Blame SHIFTING"

"The man said, The woman you put here with me, she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it. Then the LORD God said to the woman, What is this you have done? The woman said, The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” (Gen 3:12-13)

As soon as man sinned, he quickly commenced to blame others. One of the effects of sin is the refusal to take responsibility for our actions. This is the attitude, which is so popular today from young people to Presidents. This is the favorite manner in which most people handle guilt, which is they blame others. They do this for two reasons: 
· First; they do not want to live with guilt. 

· Second: they do not want to suffer the consequences of their actions. 


Blaming others allows an escape mechanism, like an ejection seat that avoids the consequences (crash = suffering) by bailing out. However, this is not as effective as most people think. Freeing the burden of guilt by escaping only puts it off until later, while in the meantime, it grows and spreads out of control, and continues to gnaw away at our conscience. So this defense mechanism only makes matters worse. "Blame Shifting" can be illustrated by visualizing an old fashioned scale. As one side of the scale becomes increasingly loaded with the weight of guilt, the guilt ridden person just shifts the guilt to the other side of the scale. And we all do this by blaming others. 


There is just one problem with this (okay a lot more problems), the act of blaming others instead of taking the responsibility for one's own actions flies in the face of the Gospel. It is unjust and serves only to increase the guilt and the problems we incur with others in our relationships. This becomes a pattern of dysfunctional behavior that is an endless loop of a hopeless cycle. 


In spite of Adam and Eve's "Clinton-isk" slick blame shifting, God held them accountable and they suffered the consequences of their disobedience. 


"To Adam he said, Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, You must not eat of it, Cursed is the ground because of you.” (Gen 3:17) 


God not only held him responsible for his action, He also held him responsible for listening to the voice of his wife (the influence of others!) instead of listening to the voice of God. His excuse only served to increase his personal responsibility and guilt. We must learn that God does not allow us to avoid the consequences of our actions by blaming others. In fact, we are held responsible for blaming others. We may think we can get away with it as certain presidents have, but make no mistake, if we fail to hold each other accountable for our actions, you can be sure that God will hold us responsible. 


"So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way.” (Romans 14:12-13) 

On the day of judgment, there will be no opportunities for blame shifting. Those who have cleverly "Clintonized" the laws of God will one day discover that God and His Law are inflexible. 

Study on: Why do Christians disagree on a lot of points?


First, we may make a lot of “LOGICAL” errors, and misinterpret it, take a passage(s) out of its context, or rush through it. We look at one ambiguous text and ignore the clear scores of others. Christians are not perfect and are subject to reasoning and judgment fallacies. Even the greatest scientific minds disagree for these same reasons! Hence why there are so many theories in science, and they are always changing. 


Second, we are limited by the education and knowledge we process, and by the information at our disposal, and knowing how to use that information! Our perspectives are limited and we do not always see the big picture, thus our interpretations are sometimes flawed, or adequate work and effort were not put into it. 


Third, One of the biggest causes of errors is our prejudice. That is our preconceived ideas and biases that cloud our thinking. Such as believing in a particular mode of baptism. We may grow up in a church that practices “believers baptism” or “infant baptism” only, thus are unwilling to look deeper theologically at the other views. 


People tend to rationalize their faulty beliefs instead of researching and discovering the facts for themselves. Or they do not want to know or grow beyond their limited experience, or base decisions on emotions and do not seriously see the logic. 


Fourth, we are still full of sin and fall way short, thus we are susceptible to the influences of Satan and are unable to reason with true perfection! 


For example, in John 1:1, the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe Jesus is not God, but “a god” as Lucifer to be “a god” in their theology. In I Corinthians 15:29 the Mormons believe it is okay to baptize people who have already died. In Mark 16:18, some American Appalachian sects handle poisonous snakes to prove their faith. Some Bible teachers on TV use III, John 2 as an excuse to teach the “health and wealth” gospel. Yet when you examine these texts they do not teach any of those things! These are classic cases of bad interpretation for the reasons fore mentioned. 

· The Bible does not teach anything we please.

· The Bible cannot mean something else from what it does say. The Bible cannot mean what it never meant!

These are three crucial areas of “exegesis” that we have to know before we can interpret correctly: 

1.
We must be aware of our nature, that is we as fallen humans will compare all that we see, hear, read and understand to what we have already previously experienced and have learned. We also have to take into account our culture, education, emotional level, and anything else that makes us human and separated from the pure character of God. Thus we are extremely limited in our scope to perceive in a pure logical and precise way (hence why people disagree on every subject known). 
2.
We must be aware of the nature of Scripture and the Divine Author's intent. There are several different types of literature or as scholars say “genre” (pronounced jon-ra) types, by different human writers with different cultures, education and audience, all Divinely inspired. 
3.
In the same thought, God has given us a very capable brain and resources to use. In other words “you can do it.”

Thus we are the interpreters! What we read all filters through our will and perceptions and then we try to make sense of it. It also filters through the types of literature, the “dual nature” of Scripture, which is the Divine Author and the human hand that penned it (God’s Word is still infallible and inspired through this dual nature). We cannot just infuse our experience and limited understanding into the text what is not there and give the credit to the Holy Spirit. We cannot think that our way of thinking is the correct and only way (hence why there are so many denominations). Because even  the meaning and expression of a word can vary from person to person as we add our perceptions into everything. 

· The Bible was written in the words of people through their cultures, times and histories, all Divinely inspired by the Holy Spirit!

· The Bible speaks to us through every language and culture that has ever or will exist! 


When we are aware of this “tension” between the Bibles language, history and literature, and our perceptions, then we can be careful interpreters. We can be on guard, and be in prayer: So that we are focused on Christ and His Word and not our self. 


See appendix A for a list of “genres” literature to be aware of. 

Be aware of the CONTEXT!

There are two main areas of “context” we always need to be aware of and ask the text: “what are the “historical” and what are the “literary” settings.” That is the content of what is going on in the text. What is going on preceding and after our text, the type(s) of literature, and the various cultural factors? What are the point and train of thought? This in scholarly circles is called “Hermeneutics” the study of interpretation.   See Appendix A
1.
The Historical Context: This is the type of literature “genres” that refer to the time period and culture of the people who wrote it and are writing to. The Locations such as the travels of Paul and Jesus, and the time and the sequence of events. This refers to the “occasion” and “purpose” of the Author's intention and how and what it means to them and how and what it means to us.
Such as what is the personal background of Isaiah, what was his position (job), who was he writing to, what were the people like (culture and customs), what were their expectations are some of the key questions to know what is going on.  Carefully reading the text and Bible Encyclopedias, Handbooks, and Dictionaries will give you those insights. But make sure you make your own observations first!
2.
The Literary Context: This is the meaning of the words; the Nouns, Verbs, and Adjectives. Both the meaning of the word(s) itself as well as what they mean in their context of sentence structure and surrounding passages. You can do this quite simply by comparing the word you wish to “dig” by looking at a Concordance and at various translations, such as the word “Denarius” in the Gospels. You may automatically think it is money. And you are right, but what kind of money, what was it used for, what is the amount and its worth are critical questions to understand the meaning of the passage. Be aware that the verse numbers, paragraphs and chapters are not part of the original text! 

· Learning to think “exegetically” will give you a deeper and richer experience in your relationship with Christ. Because you are in a deeper and richer understanding of His Word! 

· Your study and reading will become more enjoyable and exciting!


One of the great themes of the Bible is God’s love and saving grace to us who do not deserve it!


Remember To: Make an emotional identification in the text. Place yourself as a participant, being active in it; As if it is your story; As if you are there!
· How can you know yourself better and your ways of thinking?

· What can you do to guard yourself from making such mistakes? 

· It is great to be excited about Scripture! But we must not allow our excitement and expectations to influence bad thinking and bad interpretation. 

· Read Matthew 5: 3-12 in a paraphrase by candlelight, then remain silent for 3 minutes. 

Study on: "The responsibility of the Teacher"
Quoting from “Aurelius Augustine of Hippo:” 


"The teacher of Holy Scripture must teach what is right and refute what is wrong. In doing this, he must conciliate the hostile, rouse the careless, and tell the ignorant about current events and trends for the future"... so that his hearers become "friendly, attentive, and ready to learn."

"... The highest priority should be placed on clarity. What advantage is there in speech that does not lead to understanding? Therefore, good teachers avoid all words that do not teach; instead, they must find words that are both pure and intelligible."

"There is an analogy between learning and eating: the very food without which it is impossible to live must be flavored to meet the tastes of the majority."


"To teach is a necessity, to delight is a beauty, to persuade is a triumph." 

· Go over the “The Three Essentials of Discipleship” that will endure, “faith, hope, and love--and the greatest of these is love.” 1 Cor. 13:13 (NLT)
1.
Read I Cor. 13:12 and Col. 1:3-8 
2.
Then ASK:

Faith is our? 



Hope is our? 
 

       Love is our?



“Patient endurance is what you need now, so you will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has promised.” (Hebrews 10:36NLT)
· Read I Cor. 13:12 and Col. 1:3-8 and Heb. 12:1-2a
Committing to a Plan of Growth:

Ask what do we need to do with Faith, Hope, and Love?

1.
What do we need to “FIND” ____________________________
“We all have some people around whose lives tell us what faith means, so seek them out!”

2. 
What do we need to “REMOVE” ____________________________
“We must remove from our lives anything that would get in the way of our Lord, including the sin that holds us back...”

3. 
What do we need to “FOCUS” ____________________________
“We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, as a racehorse has blinders on from keeping it from being distracted, so must we.”

Bible, Prayer and Accountability 

4. 
What do we need to “DON’T” ____________________________
 “So let us run the race with our focus on the Lord and blinders to everything else and never give up.”


(The two options can be combined as the main lesson and do the rest the following week as a break.)

A. Spend the remaining time in small group prayer for individual needs and how they can apply what they are learning. 

B. Or Meditate (have students read slowly several times quietly with a sense of being surrendered to Christ, and not full of the noise of your thoughts and plans) on Hebrews 12:1-2a:


“We have around us many people whose lives tell us what faith means. So let us run the race that is before us and never give up. We should remove from our lives anything that would get in the way and the sin that so easily holds us back. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from start to finish.” (Heb. 12:1-2a)
Study on: "Practical Love"

One of the big signs of an unhealthy church is when the teaching centers on one aspect of truth or one aspect of love, but the two are not taught together as the Bible calls us to. Some churches center for preaching the truth, and do a very good job with it, but they do not have love to balance it out. Other churches model love, but do not teach the truth. These churches are not modeling the characteristics of God: that God is a God of justice; but also, mercy; the God of law is also a God of grace. We must have a healthy balance of the truth of God's Word and the love of our actions, without this balance the church becomes one-sided and ineffective. 


There is a large church in Southern California with a great pastor who I admire very much, I attended this church many times and have had friends that were on staff at this church. But this church has a fatal flaw, it is legalistic. Even though their teaching is correct and “hits the nail on the head” so to speak, it is not practicing the love of Christ, thus many people leave hurt and disillusioned because nobody cared for them there. 


The other extreme is another large church in Southern California that has very poor teaching; I would go so far as to label that church as a cult theologically speaking.  About 12 years ago I interviewed there to be a youth Pastor, and I was appalled by the questions the senior pastor was giving, and how he was ridiculing me because of my views that Christ was God and Lord. But to be honest, this was a very loving and caring church. I felt very comfortable there, and the people were wonderful, open, and accepting; characteristics that all Christians should have, but there is no truth being taught there.

We cannot be so concerned about offending people that we never give the truth, and we should never give the truth without the balance of love. If your church emphasizes love and never speaks of truth, it will collapse. If your church just teaches the truth without the companion of love; then, it will become legalistic and there's one thing a non-Christian cannot stand besides hypocrisy and gossip, its legalism! And you will never reach your community for Christ with a legalistic attitude. Don't get me wrong, we are never to confuse legalism as correct theological teaching. Nor are we to compromise the gospel, absolutely not! We are to have a high view of Scripture and communicate God's Word with truth and conviction. What we do not do is boil God's truth down to a list of “do's and Don’ts.” What we are doing is living out God's love and God's Grace for this communicates the characteristics of Christ more powerfully than a how-to list. 


This is God's plan because God loves us. So we must follow through with the principles of Scripture being lived out in our lives. Out of love, out of nurture, out of care, and not out of rules regulations and hatred. Yes, we have a God of law as revealed to us throughout Scripture, especially in the Old Testament, and we are under a code, a covenant, a contract, and we need to communicate this effectively within the parameters of love. When we do this, we are teaching the truth. Christianity, then becomes a big pill that can be swallowed and not a bad medicine to be avoided.  


God's Word tells us, “instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into Him who is the head, that is Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together, but every supported ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” (Ephesians 4:15-16 NIV)

How? The solution is simple, follow God's Word. We need to take God’s lead and do what He requires with truth, and do it with love. Otherwise, you build yourself a house of cards that will soon fall. The aspects of love and the gifts that God gives us are not for our own private benefit. They are to be shared with one another. God has not called us to be in isolation to each other, but has called us to be in relationship to each other. And the driving force of our relationships is the love that passes all understanding that Christ gives to us, because He is the head; thus, we are to take that love and let it infect those around us. The Christ affected Christian will model Christ and teach the truth in our actions, and our words, and in our deeds, because Christ first loved us.

God's love must be our model for life. It must flow into us by who Christ is, and in return flow out of us to those around us. God's love is the ultimate power for the Christian. We are to be fueled and empowered by love through all situations because Christian love is the turning of our backs to our self-concerns, and then facing forward to our neighbors. If love does not take you beyond your self-interest, then what you have is lust and not love! That love is a principal, that love is an action over against any emotion.  That love is a choice, and a lifestyle, and a commitment, and is a trust, love is not a fuzzy feeling in our tummy. Out of true love, God the Father gave us His Son, the Son gave us His life in replacement of our own. The Son sent the Spirit to save us, and we should be literally overwhelmed, and be consumed with extreme joy by what God has done for us.  


The Bible tells us in Mark, “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:30-32 NIV) 
 
There is no commandment greater than these. Love must unveil our true gratitude and faithfulness to what Christ has done, and in turn let that gratitude flow to our friends, family, and neighbors. The Mark of the Christian life is love, the love that Christ gave us and should be overflowing in us so that it overflows to those around us.  The task of love is how we live our lives with trust and obedience modeling the character Christ. And the manner of that love is how our neighbors view us and respond to us.
(Excerpt from the book, "Pew Sitting" by Richard J. Krejcir)
· How can you guard yourself from finding things in the Bible that are not there?

· Read, “Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” (Acts 17:11)
· Ask how can you do this? 

Study on: Motives


One of the main problems of why Christians go bad in their motives and behaviors is that they forget who they are. Too many people who go to church have not a clue of what it is about. Perhaps they once did when the excitement of their new birth in Christ was new and they were growing. But now the noise and busyness of life took over the time slot that was originally reserved for God. So our time and excitement of the church becomes clouded, preventing us from remembering what it is supposed to be about. So we forget who we are and what we are called to do. 


Thus, week by week we hurry ourselves and drag the family to go to church, through the tyranny of the daily grind and sit in our pews, trying to recover from the exhaustion, hoping our struggle is not in vain. Thus we give little effort to what the words mean when we sing a hymn, what the pastor is talking about at the pulpit, or the beauty of the liturgy and the power and conviction of the words. We are just playing a part in a play without allowing the character to become who we are. Without allowing the purpose of what is going on, the meaning of the service, and the application we are called to respond to get in us. So then church becomes just a routine and not the church that Christ created for us to be.     


One of my favorite stories of the old west, is the tail of the Alamo. This is one of the best examples of courage I have ever encountered. In Texas on March the sixteenth, 1836 at 6:30am, the last gunshot was heard, and the Alamo had fallen. After a 13-day siege by over 2000 harden Mexican troops, the bodies of 189 fallen heroes who offered their lives as a last stand to ensure the freedom of Texas. Colonel William Travis, the commander of the fort, was possibly the first to fall while defending the north wall. He was only 26. Jim Bowie, who is known for his very cool knife, was the commander. But, he turned over the command to Travis because he was sick and totally exhausted from standing against the Mexican army for several days and he was possibly dying of pneumonia. He was killed in his bed. He was 41. And Davy Crockett, with a cool raccoon hat, the most famous of them all, went to Texas to help them win their freedom, after he had lost his farm and political career as a territorial Governor. He was killed in a small fort to the southwest. He was 50. And 186 others lay fallen by the hopeless odds, and the bold determination that they could prevail. 


Colonel Travis was hoping for a garrison of reinforcements, but knew they would arrive too late. So he told his men that they could leave because it was clear they would surely die. Or he said they could stay and make a stand and certainly be killed. So he drew a line in the dirt and anybody that wanted to stay could join him across the line. One soldier, who was already wounded and could not fight asked to be carried over the line, then every one except 1 volunteer joined Travis to stay to the bitter end. The one soldier, who did not stay, carried their story, or we would have never known what happened. Over 600 Mexican troops lay dead. The rest were killed or captured by Sam Houston on April 21st. and won the freedom for Texas.

There are times when courage is called for, when we need to go beyond ourselves in an extraordinary fashion, and a leap of faith. Most acts of courage have been associated with military feats, or with acts of persecution. But God calls us, the average Christian, to the same act of courage that the men at the Alamo exhibited. We may not have to give our physical lives, but we are expected to give ourselves fully to the Lordship of Christ. Too many Christians forget we have been enlisted in an army, and are called to defend the fort. We may not be using guns and artillery, but we have the biggest weapon of all, the power of the Holy Spirit, and the model of love and care to be shown to the world. We are to prevail no matter what the odds may be, or the circumstances we may face, because our hope and courage comes directly from our Lord. He arms us with His presence, and empowers us with His Spirit. 


There may be times where we are called to take a stand and be persecuted, and even physically die. But most Christians will never see such persecution, but we will see  our family, friends, and neighbors in distresses that need to be protected and saved. When we sit in our pews and do nothing, would be like the men of the Alamo deciding to give up and leave. And if that happened, Santa Ana and his Mexican troops would have overrun Texas because the people were fragmented and not sold on the idea of independence. So the battle cry, “remember the Alamo” would never have galvanized the people of Texas to fight for their freedom, and Texas today would probably be part of Mexico! And perhaps the oil and industrial moderation of the early twentieth century would have happened south of the border: Because Mexico would have had most of the resources to be a world power. 


Just a thought from history and what could have happened, and how a small group of people or even just one person can make a difference for our Lord. Too many Christians have decided to make their stand in the pews, with their rear ends firmly planted, and complain that the morals of our society have gone array. Our society has gone array because we have gone array. The troops of the opposition have overrun our country and world because we decided to leave the fort, and have forsaken our call. Just take a trip to Europe and see all the empty magnificent churches, and the decadent and lost societies, whose people find no meaning in life, and seek just like Europe in a generation. (Excerpt from the book, "Pew Sitting" by Richard J. Krejcir)
Study on: “Why are devotions important?”


If you try getting a good grade in class without studying the subject, without attending class, without taking notes, without doing your homework, without reading the textbook, how well will you do in that class? If you do some of the requirements, say you attend the class, but take no notes or read the textbook, how well will you do? Let's say you do everything well, attend all the classes, take careful notes, do your homework, but never bother opening the textbook, how well will you do? 


Well, this is how most Christians live their Christian walk. Either they ignore all the “work,” do a couple of things, or maybe do it all, but never read the Word, how good will they be as a disciple? God may not give us grades and gold stars now, but He does have a plan for us and a reward in the end. There are some key principles to being a committed disciple, such as prayer, devotions, attending a good church, and Bible study. And when we do some, none, or leave out just one, we will become weak and falter in our walk with our Lord. 


If you do not attend a good church or do any devotions, and then expect to be blessed by God, you will find disappointment. If you are just doing 2 of the 4 key principles of being a disciple, but you are not communicating with God, you will find yourself running into discouragement. Then, you cannot be a mature Christian unless you have all four of these principles. Without being in God's Word, you will not mature in the faith and grow in His knowledge. You must do all four to be a mature disciple that God will use greatly. 


Can He still use you if you only do some? Well of course He can and will. But how much more and what greater impact will you have in others lives, and yourself when you are complete and centered as His disciple. How much more will we be blessed in the Christian walk to further His kingdom. 

· This is where the rubber of the tires meets the road. All the previous five steps lead up to this. This is the main point of why we study the Bible, to do something with it. Of course we all do something with it, either we ignore it or we are transformed by it. 


We can master all the previous steps, even be transformed by the Word; but, if nothing comes from it, it is meaningless and nearly worthless. This is one of the main points of the book of James. Our faith must have a response to it. Yes, we may be saved, but what good is it if we do nothing with it. 


With the knowledge we have learned, it becomes our responsibility! And then we are to ask, “how then do I live?” What can I do now, today, or this week to implement the instructions given to me with my relationship to Christ, to others, and to myself?

True application comes only from the result of a life transformed. You may do good works without Christ, but they are out of a sense of obligation and guilt, and not out of a response to our sin nature that has been covered by grace creating a willing and loving heart to model the character of our Lord!
· The fruits of the Spirit are the result of a life transformed by Christ. 


How we are un-transformed: “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.” (Gal. 5:19-21)

How we are transformed: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.” (Gal 5:22-26)
· God uses His Word to transform us, it is what we do, and what He does. He sends us His Spirit, we respond. 

REMEMBER: Application comes out of a Changed life and leads to a life transformed! Rom 12:1-3
“The Big Tip” (Get several voice recorders or smartphone apps.) Have student practice Reading Their Bible passages and verses into a voice or video recorder. This is so they can learn to memorize Scripture! 

You can do this with NOTES, TEXT, READINGS,  etc. Then, play it back while driving, or at the mall, or anywhere, with a “Walk-Man.” You can do this with any of your notes, study material, information you have to memorize, even terms and words for science or a foreign language, or math formulas. This is one of the best ways to study!  THIS WORKS!
Beware! The more knowledge we have, the more accountability and responsibility we have to God. This is why Moses was not allowed into the Promised Land, when he seemingly disobeyed God by hitting a rock with his staff. It may not seem much of an offense to us, but before God, Moses knew better than anyone else. Fortunately for us today, we have grace!
II Timothy 1:10-14

· You can stand in an ice-cream shop all day long and stare at all of the flavors. But no enjoyment or satisfaction will come until you bite into a scoop for yourself! 

· Remember the Word of God’s purpose is to transform us into the image of God, to model His character!

· Discipleship is following Christ and not just beliefs, ideas, or causes. Too many people are devoted to a doctrine or a cause in the name of Christ, but not Christ Himself! That is how we got the Inquisition and Crusades.

“For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.  For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.” (I Tim. 1:6-9)
tc \l5 "Study on: "The Response of us, the Church"(Judges 6:1-6)

The question is how do we respond to the call of the church, and the walk of our faith? The people of Israel when occupied after Joshua’s death hid in caves, because they forgot they were the people of God, and forgot the power of their God. Since they forgot God, they disobeyed their covenant and did evil. So an invading army took over their land, with one of the most graphic descriptions in the Bible. They neglected their responsibility and then suffered the consequence. Not because of a vengeful God, but because they did not follow God’s instructions on how to build their country. So they were unable to defend it, and more important to rely and trust in God, and not themselves and false idols.  


So God sends them a prophet, and tells the people of Israel not to fear, but to trust in the Lord. He reminds them where they came from and how their God brought them out of Egypt, and out of slavery into a land filled with homes, farmlands, orchards, vineyards, and even cities ready for them to move in to. Their only call was to respond out of gratitude, trust, and honor, and obey the Lord their God. The people needed to wake up and see their situation and the history that brought them there. That the fear they have for the Midians is misplaced, and they need to fear the Lord. A fear of respect and judgment, if they do not yield to the obedience of the Lord.   


We need to be careful that we do not forget who we are, and what God calls us to do. We should take heed from this passage and to the situation in the church. That hiding in caves or sitting in pews in fear of whatever it may be, is not the obedience that Christ paid for. Until an angel came to him, Gideon was hiding his wheat in a winepress, so the invading armies could not find it. This Angel gave him his orders to be a warrior, but Gideon gave all kinds of objections and excuses why he could not undertake the call. We give God all kinds of excuses why we cannot do it, and as God was patient with Gideon, He is also patient with us. But nevertheless we have the call and the ability to respond; this is what we must do. 


God does not promise us peace, wealth and prosperity, this is not found in scripture, only in the minds of false teachers. What God does promise us is Himself. God’s promise is His presence and His power; our peace and prosperity will come in the life after. We have the ability to succeed and overcome if only we obey and respond to Him. When we really believe that God is with us, then the church will become reverent, and the reason to go will be powerful and compelling. We need to get over our fears of what may happen, and respond to build a church, so people do want to come to it. God does not call us to be the church of obnoxiousness, but the church militant. That is, we are called to care and love with passion and fervor, not a church of cowards who does nothing but cause strife.  


We cannot compromise our values and teaching because we are afraid to offend. And we cannot practice the truth without love and care. We are not to be the offenders, only the gospel may offend. Our job is to show the courage of the Alamo, and the battle cry of Gideon. Just as Gideon woke up to his situation and call, so must we. For us to succeed, we must respond to the glory of our Lord, put off the fear, and put on the courage to serve. Remember Jesus Himself tells us to fear not numerous times in scripture, and it is always an imperative, that is a command! (Excerpt from the book, "Pew Sitting" by Richard J. Krejcir)
· 4 “calls” that show of the necessity of Evangelism Missions, and  outreach:

1.
People are “sick” and infected with sin. This means we are all are separated from God and this leads to death (Rom. 3:23).
2.
God wants everyone to be saved, but not everyone will be (John 3:16).
3.
God works through us, the ordinary Christian, to help others (Matt. 28:18-20).
4.
Each person must make a decision of faith, which is first empowered by the Spirit (Gal. 4:6; Rom. 8:14-27).
Appendix A “What are the types of Literature “genres” in the Bible?”


The Bible is not one “book,” it is a “library” of sixty-six books that were written over a period of more than a 1,500 years by many different authors. These authors were “inspired” in their thinking and writing by the Holy Spirit. Thus the Bible is the inspired Word of God without error. It also has the human “touch” from its authors. Paul is different than David, who is different than James or Moses. So their “style and personality comes out to us. This creates the marvelous depth and wonder of Scripture and of how God chooses to use us when He does not need to. 


The Bible is Literature, as is any book filled with language. It has: Law, History, Wisdom, Poetry, Gospel, Epistles, Prophecy, and Apocalyptic Literature. 


The law is “God's law,” they are the expressions of His sovereign will and character. The writings of Moses contain a lot of Law. God provided the Jews with many laws (619 or so). These laws defined the proper relationship with God to each others and the world (the alien): As well as worshipping God, governing the people, priestly duties, what to eat and not eat, how to build the temple, proper behavior, manners, and social interaction, etc. The Ten Commandments are often known as “The Law,” so are Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. In the NT, the Sermon on the Mount is considered law and the fulfillment of the law. Paul’s “calls” or precepts of the church are also laws in their literature form. 


Most Christians have a distorted view of the law and think it does not apply to us. Jesus repeated and affirmed the Ten Commandments and the Law of Moses. The law points to our depravity and need for a Savior. Without the law, there would be no relationship to God or need for Christ to save us. Christ fulfills the law and thus we are not bound to its curse, but we must acknowledge its role in our lives as the pointer to the Cross, and the mirror to our soul. 


History. Almost every OT book contains history. Some books of the Bible are grouped together, and commonly referred to as the “History” (Joshua, Kings & Chronicles). These books tell us the history of the Jewish people from the time of the Judges through the Persian Empire. In the NT, Acts contains some of the history of the early church, and the Gospels also have History as Jesus’ life is told as History. Even the Epistles have history as they chronicle events. 


Wisdom Literature is focused on questions about the meaning of life (Job, Ecclesiastes), practical living, and common sense (Proverbs and some Psalms). This literature contrasts our faulty human wisdom to God’s reasoning perfection. Thus, when we live to our own will and not His, we will experience grief and frustration, not because God is vengeful and angry, but because we led ourselves that way out of our pride and arrogance. This literature warns us of our evil nature and desires.

Poetry is found mostly in the Old Testament and is similar to modern poetry. Since it is a different language, “Hebrew,” the Bible’s poetry can be very different, because it does not translate into English very well. The poetry that we are used to is usually based on “rhythm” or various types of sound mixings such as our music. Hebrew poetry is based on “rhythm” of the stanzas and phrases re-told differently, conveying the same ideas and meaning. Some Bible books are all poetry (Psalms, Song of Songs, and Lamentations), and some Books only have a few verses such as in Luke.

Gospel means the “good news” that we received through salvation by the work and life of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. When the Gospels were first written in the first century, it was a brand new form of literature. The four Gospels (Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John) contain a bit of all the literary types with the primary purpose to express faith in Christ and what He has done on our behalf. Each of the gospels presents the teachings, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus in a distinctive way, but not contradictory for a specific audience. Matthew was written to Jews, Luke to the Greeks, both with different ways of reasoning and thinking. Think of the Gospels like the facets of a diamond, giving more depth and meaning.

Epistles refer to the 21 letters in the NT. These are the personal letters from the apostles to their churches. These letters are different and similar to the letters of their time. Most challenge the congregation to wake up out of their selfish ways and to concentrate on Christ with specific ways and clarifications. They begin with the name of the writer and the recipient, a greeting, a reason for the letter, the central message or body of the letter, and then usually a closing, just like most letters today. 


The epistles deal with concerns and false teaching that needed immediate correction. Some epistles were written in response to questions from the church, or for clarification to another letter, such as II Corinthians. The teachings of the epistles apply both to the church that they were written to, and to Christians today. However, we need to understand the cultural and historical situation to better understand what is going on, so we do not misunderstand what is being said.

Prophecy is the type of literature that is often associated with predicting the future; however, it is also God's words of “get with it” or else. Thus Prophecy also exposes sin and calls for repentance and obedience. It shows how God's law can be applied to specific problems and situations, such as the repeated warnings to the Jews before their captivity. This is found in the OT books of Isaiah through Malachi, the section of the Bible labeled “Prophecy” by both Jews and Christians. There are over 2000 predictions that have already come to pass, hundreds of years after the author’s death! 


In the NT, prophecy is mainly found in the book of Revelation. Prophecy has both an immediate call to a given situation, such as the “seven churches of Revelation,” and a predated future to come to pass. That is, it has two folds, a past and a future; both applying to the present. Some predictions are already fulfilled, such as with the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and some is yet to come to pass such as sections of Daniel and Revelations and the return of Christ. 

Apocalyptic Writing is a more specific form of prophecy. Apocalyptic writing is a type of literature that warns us of future events which, full meaning, is hidden to us for the time being. Apocalyptic writing is almost a “secret” giving us glimpses through the use of symbols and imagery of what is to come. We may not know the meanings now, but time will flush it out. Apocalyptic writing is found in Isaiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Zechariah, and Revelation. 


A warning, a lot of Christian writers love to embellish on this subject and give their own version of what will happen. But the scores of books that have been written in the last hundred years have not panned out in their theories. It is “their” theory, not based on fact or careful study of scripture. The Bible clearly tells us we do not have access to that information, no one will know the time... 

For more in-depth and insightful look into the “genres” and knowing the Bible see the resources: “How to read the Bible for all its Worth” by Fee, Zondervan; and “Knowing Scripture” by R.C. Sproul, Inter Varsity. And for the serious student or seminarian, “Exegetical Fallacies” by D.A. Carson, Baker; and “Biblical Exegesis” by Hayes, John Knox Press. 
Appendix B, “About all those different versions, and translations”

Remember the Bible was written in Hebrew for most of the Old Testament, and Greek in the New Testament. So there are always many ways to translate a different language. 

The main Bible Translations:

KJV: The Kings James is over 400 years old and the language means and reads different than what we are used to, so unless you are an English “Lit” major working on your Ph.D., then read it for its beauty and not for study. You can observe this yourself by watching old TV shows from the 50’s and listen how they used language and compare it to now. Big difference, hence why kids today laugh at those shows differently than the original intention was. Now a translation from the 50’s would be hard to understand, so what of 400 years past?

NKJV: The New King James Version (1982), This is an excellent translation and very readable. 


NASB: New American Standard Bible (1960), an excellent translation for serious study word for word translation, which translates each word from the original language into the best corresponding English equivalent. However, it is wooden and hard to read. It is a favorite among conservative evangelicals. 

ESV: English Standard Version (2000), is an update to the NASB, and is perhaps the best translation to English to date. 

NIV: New International Version (1973), a very readable Bible, it is a cross between a “word for word” translation and a “Dynamic translation” which brings additional words into the text to make the point of the original language. This is often necessary because when you translate any language, you cannot always do it word for word and convey the original thought of the speaker or author. This version has some of the finest American scholarships. Make this Bible your best friend!

RSV: Revised Standard Version (1952), the standard pew Bible until the NIV. Good translation, but word usage will be hard to understand and is dated (i.e. 50’s TV show). Words lose and gain different meanings from generation to generation. This translation is two generations removed from us today. 


NRSV: New Revised Standard Version (1991), is very poor and very excellent scholarship, so unless you can determine the difference stay away. This version reads into the text theological agendas that are not there, stay far away from it!

NAB: New American Bible (1970) this is the best Catholic Bible, excellent scholarship.


NLT: New living Translation (1999) is an excellent cross between a translation and a paraphrase. Make this Bible your second best friend!

JB: Jerusalem Bible (1966) is an English translation of a French translation (Bible de Jerusalem). It is not translated from the original languages! However, it is very poetic and beautiful with its use of language, but not so good of a translation. It is great for extra insights. 


NEB: The New English Bible (1961) great English scholarship from the folks who brought us fish and chips, thus is filled with “British Idioms,” so you may not understand it well, unless you watch a lot of British TV. It is great insightful reading, especially the Psalms, but uses only next to a literal translation NASB, NIV or NKJV. 


LB: The Living Bible (Translated in 60’s Pub in 1971) Great easy reading for reading the Bible like a novel, but far from the literal meaning. Use the updated version; NLB. 


GNB. The Good News Bible (1966) is a paraphrase with very good scholarship, brings the Bible easy to read, excellent to get the big picture and alongside of a good translation. 


Some other good, insightful paraphrases are J.B. Philips (1947), Moffit (1900’s), The Amplified Bible (1958), The Message (1993), Contemporary English Version”(1995) this is great for youth and children or teaching them, or the “New Century Version” (1987). 


And there are hundreds more!


Here is a chart to show approximately how literal they are:


Literal (word for word) /   A Cross Some what literal  /  Dynamic (extra emphases) /      Paraphrase



NASB ESV     NKJV 



NEB
 NLT


     LB

        RSV      NIV     NRSV  JB 

              CEV
              Philips

KJV

NAB (catholic) 


  
   GNB
            Amplified


Appendix C, “The Tools and resources you need to Know!”

These are the book resources to help you to understand the text, meanings, and historical circumstances, so you can get more out of your studies. These are also available in computer software form, which makes the job fast and easy! 


Concordance: This is the “Google” of the Bible, so you can take a key word and find out the passages that you want and others that expand on it. This resource is a complete alphabetical listing of all the words in the Bible. It relates the principle themes, doctrines, and ideas. It works just like an Internet search without the clicking. Let’s say you remember a verse that said something about “wings of eagles,” but you did not know how to find it. Just look up the key words, “eagle” and then “wings” and visit the sites, i.e. passages until you get to the one you want. Sometimes it can be hundreds like prayer, or just a few like 8 for “eagle” or 7 for “wings,” it is easy!

A concordance can be very helpful to clarify word meanings, by looking them up in their various contexts; in doubt look it up! 


Commentaries: They are designed to expand on the thoughts of the passage through original language study, historical information, settings, and in-depth study by learned scholars with various viewpoints. There are many good and bad commentaries. See your pastor who is knowledgeable and teaches correctly, he may recommend some. I recommend for students, the “NIV Bible Commentary” by Zondervan and “The IVP Bible Background Commentary” by IVP press. The Bible Exposition Commentary” by Wiersbe is very basic and insightful. Then there are multi-volume sets. Pick from such solid Biblical publishers, as Tyndale, Inter- Varsity, Zondervan, Moody Press, Eerdmans, Baker, or Thomas Nelson. 


Ask a pastor you trust because, unfortunately, there is a lot of garbage out there. Beware and be discerning, always compare Scripture with Scripture, and do not rely just on people’s opinions! 


Study Bibles: These are Bibles with some basic notes to help you dig deeper into the text. I recommend the “New Geneva Study Bible” and the “NIV Study Bible.” 

Do not solely rely on commentaries and study Bibles. Nothing beats studying for yourself because you will get addicted to rely on them and, thus, get lazy on your personal studies! Use the commentaries just to see what you may have missed, and what you do not understand! 


Bible Dictionary and Bible Encyclopedia: These work just like a standard dictionary or encyclopedia, with the exception of words and topics found in scripture. This can be a great tool to find out more information, subjects, and terms to understand what is being said or what is going on. Baker and Zondervan have several good ones to choose from. 


Maps: Most Bibles have maps in them and they are designed so you know where stuff is going on, it gives you a “where” perspective, especially in the book of Acts where there is a lot of traveling. 


Books about the Bible: These books help the student to understand what the Bible is about and give general overviews. Such as the classic “What the Bible is All About” by Henrieta Mears founder of “Gospel Light” one of the largest and best producers of Sunday School Curriculums. Also, these two works are very helpful: “With the Word” by Warren Wiersbe, provides a devotional overview and “Haley’s Bible Handbook” provides overviews and historical facts.

Theological Dictionaries: These books go in-depth with more than just a general understanding of major theological points, such as “Colin-Brown” by Regency and “Evangelical Dictionary of Theology” by Baker. 

Appendix D 

What is Discipleship? 

Matthew 28:16-20; Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12

What is discipleship and what is Jesus calling us to in Matthew 28:18-20? Is this a command, or a suggestion; does it mean we are just to evangelize and let people find their faith on their own, or does this mean we are to lead others and teach the precepts of the Scriptures and the character of our Lord? Does it require obedience and action on our part, or are we disciples just by being a Christian and being in a church on Sundays? 

This passage at the end of Matthew’s Gospel is what is called the “Great Commission.” This is also the great failure of the church! This is the main call to the church of our Lord and Savior, and is the one thing most churches do not do at all! This is the main reason for a church to exist, yet can you name one church that actually teaches people the basics of the faith and then moves them deeper into the precepts of His love and Word through all of the seasons of life? If discipleship is mostly absent from our churches, then most Christians will not understand how to live out their faith. They will not be able to handle problems, witness, share their faith, or grow effectively spiritually, because no one is modeling, or showing them the way! Some churches do a great job with evangelism, but once the people come in, they are stored in the pews. Where is discipleship? What is it? Is the back door of the church as big as the front door?
Being a disciple encompasses more than just asking Christ into, and goes far beyond baptism. Our conversion, our acceptance of Christ as Savior, our election, is the beginning, the entrance, into the faith and Christian life. It is not the only act of being a Christian! It would be like joining a club, but never venturing into the club. Baptism is initiation and public dedication. It is to be the door through which we go in our walk of faith, as is also our profession and testimony of our faith publicly. It does not stop there! It starts there! 

So, what does the average church do about discipleship? In most churches, people are encouraged to accept Christ or make a profession of faith. Then, they are congratulated, put on the membership roll, and then quickly forgotten. Sadly, the Church has forsaken discipleship, and has left its members to figure out these spiritual growth things on their own. In doing so, it causes many to give up on Christianity, while others become confused, calloused, or complacent, or they are swept away by false doctrines and cults because they do not know the difference. 

The Church Is Called To Make Disciples

“Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

This is perhaps the chief characteristic that most churches somehow forget. It is also the quintessential aspect and reason the church exists. So, why is it that so few churches actually have disciple making as a primary ministry? For most churches, it is something they think they are already doing when in fact they are not. Saying that going to church on Sunday is discipleship, or providing a couple of token adult Sunday school classes that few attend, is not discipleship. Some churches throw it in as an afterthought, or may offer a class or something related to the subject. 


Due to our human, fallen thinking, we desire the right to ourselves more than we desire the life that Christ has for us. It is difficult for the non-Christian to accept a Savior when they think they have to give up their rights. It is similarly difficult for the Christian to live a life that is truly surrendered and poured out to the sovereignty of God. Yet, true discipleship cannot begin until we learn one key important aspect of life: there is one God and you are not Him! We must learn to yield to the Lordship of our God and not to the desires of our will. When we do this, the discipleship process can begin. However, when we refuse, we will be the strife and conflict that gives Christianity a “black eye.” We become the problem rather than the solution. 

Therefore, discipleship as a priority gets lost. We make up excuses saying, “Well, people will not come; We are Christians already, so we are Disciples already; The Spirit will guide them; That is not what Jesus was saying; He is saying for us to evangelize only; we do not have someone to lead it; etc.…” Excuses, excuses, excuses, and no response to Christ! What they do not realize is we are not responsible for people coming; we are only responsible for obeying our Lord and doing it! The reason there is no one to lead it is that there is an extreme lack of real disciples in the church; that is, people whose lives are surrendered to Christ and out of gratitude to Him are modeling and teaching Biblical precepts to others. Even the Apostle Paul spent three years being discipled by Barnabas, and he received his call and was empowered directly from Christ Himself!  

Humbleness is characterized by the willingness to grow in Christ, and receive learning and experience growth. Peter tells us we ought to be humble toward one another so that we can know the grace of God and not be in opposition to God. Then secondly, he says, we had better be humble, not only toward one another, but toward God. This is so straightforward.  This is so essential to be a blessed church, to be a growing church, not in numbers, but in discipleship!
Check out some passages that tell us discipleship and mentoring are not an option, but a command:  Matthew 28:16-20; Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12; Galatians 6:1-10; Mark 1:35 – 2:12. We must follow out of our obedience and mentor in a multigenerational lifestyle, caring for the total person. This will move us from just playing church, to really be a church.
The effective church is mentoring, building relationships, and teaching each of the members by other, caring people, who are being discipled themselves, who are being taught, encouraged, and led. The death of a church happens when we follow political trends, not the national politics, but the patriarchal personalities that want to control people. In addition, when we have a controlling attitude, we do not allow God to control us, thus, we become empty shells and hollow logs. Being hollow means there is nothing working within us, there is no Creator of the universe leading and directing our ways, so, we become worthless to the Kingdom of God. 

Making disciples takes vision and the understanding of Scripture. It gives the church a purpose to form leaders who grow other leaders in an outgrowth of their growth. The Christian, especially the leader, who disciples and equips others is a person who is living the faith for themselves and setting goals for their personal growth before they set goals for others. Their skills and abilities are growing them to be a better worker because first, they are striving to be a better child of God.  

From the character of Christ will come the conduct of Christ, if we chose to follow Him. Then, those values of our daily walk, which drive our behaviors, will, in turn, influence others. You cannot lead where you have not been, or where you do not know the direction to go. This is why discipleship is so essential to the aspect of being a Christian. We are called, not to just visualize discipleship, but to do it; not to just talk about it, but to do it. One cannot just think about dinner and satisfy hunger; the meal has to be prepared, then eaten! The effective church will take Scripture and the call of our Lord seriously, and then implement it into functioning!
Jesus’ purpose for His three years of earthly ministry was the discipleship and equipping of the 12 Disciples. This was His drive and where most of His time was spent. He focused on the teaching of the kingdom of God, teaching men to see beyond their present situation in the life to come. With His teaching, Jesus entrusted His church and people in the care of the people He taught. They were to replicate themselves to others. The objective was that every Believer was an equipper, every member a minister, every Christian involved in the life and gifts of the Body to influence the world.
The Word must touch who we are, and transform the very core of our being. This is the knowledge that leads and transforms. One cannot lead where he does not know the way, and to know the way you must have knowledge. Knowledge comes from experience, and experience comes from discipleship. The will of God is for us to study His Word, which will change our behaviors. A Christian and especially a leader in the church must have the knowledge and experience to put into practice the work that needs to be done. The disciple will be studious so that the Word nourishes him. He must study and apply the Scriptures, not just read it occasionally like a novel. The Word must touch who we are and transform the very core of our being. This is the knowledge that leads and transforms. 

So, what are we to do? 

God does not ask us to seek converts, He simply asks us to do Discipleship. Discipleship is modeling and teaching Christians the precepts of the Bible—mainly prayer, doctrine, Christian living, and worship. Yes, we are still to evangelize, but that is not our main mission and call! When we evangelize, we must realize that it is the role of the Holy Spirit to bring people into an intimate relationship with God. This is an act of divine intervention and grace. He uses us as the tools, but He is the means! We are to care, and share with others His love and character. We obey and reach, but we cannot lead people anywhere. He is the One who leads! 

This leads us to our role, which is to model for the convert Christ-like character, encouraging others to surrender themselves to Jesus Christ (Gal. 2:20-21). However, this is only the beginning! Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith. Surrender is the process in which we grow toward Him and His will and away from our Will. Surrender is making Christ, Lord of all of our lives. We have to get rid of our perceptions, reckless ideas, faulty thinking, and other such things that are barriers to our growth, so we can make room for Him. Jesus authors our faith, and teaches us how to run the race, according to God’s will, His glory, His worship, and His purpose. Thus, we gain a deeper intimacy with our Lord as our Commander and Friend, as our God and our King, as our Love, and our reason for being. His purposes, we find real contentment, joy, and fulfillment. 

There are three main areas or principles in discipleship: 

1. Relationships and Mentoring 
2. Teaching 
3. Service

Relationships

We are called to build a network of relationships so we can build one another up in the faith through friendship and mentoring! (fishers of men) Most people are intimidated by discipleship out of ignorance, fear, unawareness, or just not wanting to be bothered out of their “comfort zone.” The term, discipleship, has been viewed as something only for the spiritually mature, or just for certain people, such as Sunday school teachers and Bible study leaders. What we need to see is Barnabus and Paul, and, later, Paul and Timothy, where the elder, more experienced Christian takes the inexperienced Christian under his wing, and helps him to become a better, deeper, more effective Christian for God’s glory. Keep in mind that Paul was highly educated and an experienced leader, and although Barnabus may have not been educated formally as Paul was, or at Paul’s level in the world, Barnabus was Paul’s superior in the experience and knowledge of the Word. Friendship, knowledge, experience combined into mentoring, and the quality of the relationship are the keys to this spiritual growth to have happened. Discipleship equals friendship with a Christ-centered focus. However, it is very important that we make disciples in His image, not ours! 
 

Teaching 

The other main principle in discipleship is teaching. We are all called, as a church, to teach one another--not only the kids in Sunday school, but also all Christians of all ages and levels--how to live the Christian life. The new Christian, (and all Christians for that matter) need sound instructions on how to live the Christian life. We do not learn by magic or osmosis. Although the Spirit will lead, it is still our responsibility to learn and grow, and then to teach others! In most churches, there are some opportunities to be in Bible studies, and even teach. The focus must be to teach the basics first--how to study the Bible, how to pray, how to worship, essential doctrine, etc. And, as we grow, how to be a Christian family, how to find God’s will, our conduct in the workplace, discovering our spiritual gifts, leadership, and so forth. Then, the deeper expressions into the faith can be explored, along with accountability, and so forth.
Service 

We are all called to put our faith into practice! We now take the relationships, mentoring, and learning, and carry it out in daily life. This is often expressed in service projects and missions, but that is only a small, although necessary aspect of service. Service is how we live our lives and model His character on a daily basis to those around us! When we are in ministry, we need to realize, it is not what I do, but whom I can equip. As we practice by reciprocating what we have learned to others, we will also be built up!
All three of these principles collate and build into each other synergistically. Discipleship can be skewed and people fall away if any of these three principles are let go. We will lose valuable opportunities to share and teach one another if, as Jesus stands at the door and knocks, we are watching TV and ignoring His door. Remember, the focus is never the task in and of itself. Rather, it is the glory and worship of our Lord and the enabling of one another to do and be better at the Christian life. What we learn and do here during our short time on earth will echo throughout the vastness of eternity! 


Just as anyone can be a friend, anyone in Christ can disciple. We cannot expect only a select few to take up this call and imperative, and we do not need to be spiritual giants to do the work. We just need to be real in Christ, be willing to learn and grow as one of His disciples, and replicate our knowledge to others. Many people may feel anxious when it comes to reaching out, and it requires a big step of faith that many do not want to make. Therefore, the excuses pile on top and over our responsibility. That is a flaw in our human nature, our sinful nature! If we all just sit in the pew and expect someone else to reach out to others, we are slapping our Lord in the face. When no one reaches out, we are condemning others to feel and be lonely and isolated. We must reach out as a team effort, linking people with introverted personalities and who are reticent at interacting with others, with people who are more extroverted and that do not have this problem. 


What is a Disciple? 

A Disciple is one who models and teaches Christians the precepts of the Bible, prayer, doctrine, relationship, Christian living, service, and worship, to name the main ones.

Question: 

Ask yourself, “How do I, and how can I do these:

· Have made a profession/acceptance of Faith in who Christ is and what He did on your behalf! 1 John 3:23; Acts 16:30-31
· Jesus is Lord of all! 1 Corinthians 3:2; Romans 8:9-17
· A disciple is willing to grow in Christ!  2 Peter 1:5-7 
· Discipling is not an option--it is a command!

· A disciple has surrendered himself to His Lordship! Romans 8:28-32, 12; Galatians 2:20-21; Philippians 3:1-10; 1 Peter 4:2
· Matthew 28:16-20; Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12; Ephesians 2:10; 2 Timothy 2:2 all tell us that it is a lifestyle that moves us deeper into prayer and into worshipping Christ! 

· A disciple makes good decisions and is focused on God’s will! 

· A disciple is honest with God and others! 1 John 1:9
· A disciple walks with the precepts of Psalm 15! 

· A disciple knows his abilities, gifts, and talents! Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12-14; 1 Peter 4:10
· A disciple is willing to submit to the Authority!  1 Peter 2:13-15
· A disciple is infused with humility! Psalm 149:4; Proverbs 3:34; Matthew 18:4; Ephesians 4:2-3; Colossians 3:12-14; Philippians 2:3-4; 1 Peter 5:6; James 4:10
· A disciple will not be critical or have a bad attitude! Romans 6:14; 1 Corinthians 13:4-5; Ephesians 4:29-32
· A disciple is not greedy! Luke 12:15; Romans 12:14-15
· A disciple is willing to wait on God’s timing! (Saul versus David)
· A disciple is a listener! (James)
· A disciple confesses sin and repents from it! Psalm 51; 2 Corinthians 12:9
· A disciple will not have a trace of pride in him! Job 35:12; Proverbs 6:16-19; 16:5; 18; 29:23; Obadiah 3; Galatians 5:26 
· A disciple is discerning! Proverbs 20:25; Ephesians 6:10-20; 1 Peter 5:8-9; James 4:7
· A disciple loves people and the lost!  Micah 6:8; Philippians 2:7; Hebrews 10:24-25; 2 Peter 3:9
· God calls us to motivate and teach others to move more in prayer and care for others! Mark 1:35-2:12; Galatians 6:1-10
· John 1:36-52, and Acts 10,16 tell us that discipling grows from a web of relationships!

· A disciple is a person who forgives! Matthew 5:46; John 17:20-23; Ephesians 4:1-2; 4:32
· A disciple is willing to endure hardships and consider them as growth opportunities! James 1:2-4
· A disciple is faithful! Matthew 25:29; Luke 16:10-12
· One of the themes of the Gospels and Acts 11-16 is that in discipling people, we walk them through the phases and experiences of life. We come along side them and we do not let them go off on their own! 

· Mentoring and small groups will be your keys to success! 

· Discipleship is a lifestyle. As we get into the lives of others, the purpose of loving them is simply because He first loved us, and, then we become instruments of His grace.
· In John 15, the goal is intimacy with Christ, that of being surrendered to Biblical priorities and not to our own. Then we become tools that Christ uses to equip others. We are to be equipped so that we can enable others to grow in Christ!
· Discipleship is not a one-time act. It is a change of heart, a change of direction for a lifetime.
· In Mark 8:34-38, Jesus said we are to deny ourselves. This means we are to surrender ourselves completely to Him. We are to identify with His character and with what He did on our behalf on the cross, and then, out of gratitude, follow Him wherever He leads us! 

· Discipleship is dynamic, not static. Jesus desires us to understand that being a Christian is not just about sitting in a pew or saying a prayer. It is about a life committed, a life changed, a heart and will surrendered, and a new direction and worldview with His precepts and character for living as our example.
· A disciple is a server with a servant heart who leads by servant hood! Ephesians 2:10
Question

Ask yourself, “Where am I?” in these thoughts: 

· When we live just for and to ourselves, we miss opportunities, learning experiences, and growth, and we exchange an eternity of rewards for a limited time of fun.

· Remember, Christ loves you and wants the best for you. His way is the best way, and we need to have Him and the perspective of eternity in mind, not our limited feelings and desires!
· Jesus lived and died on our behalf, for He willingly gave up His life by paying the penalty for our sins. He allows us not only to escape the fires of hell, but also to give us eternal life. What is your response?
· Being a true disciple means having a willingness to trust Him completely in all aspects of our lives from the highest highs to the lowest lows. It means we are not only willing to trust Him to provide for our salvation, but we trust Him for the future. We are to trust Him even when we do not know, like, or understand, and when where He is leading is unpopular!  

· Being a true disciple allows us to put our hand to the plow and not look back. As we grow in Christ, we become increasingly unsatisfied with anything less than His call and character.
Question: 

Ask yourself, “Am I willing to pay the cost?” Luke 9:23; Luke 14:25-35  

· Jesus invites you to discipleship. But, He lets you know up front that it is a commitment that will cost you something. It is not going to be easy. You cannot just say you love the Lord. You must show it with your heart and it must  transcend to your hands and feet. Then you will be Jesus’ disciple!
· Discipleship is costly because Jesus must have priority over your will, ideas, plans, and presumptions.

· "Follow me," means going His way to His purpose, not our own way. It means following His plans, not our own; obeying His will, not our own.
· Jesus is saying, Look, if you want to be a disciple, you will have to choose to  whom you will be loyal.  Will it be God the Creator and Savior, or your limited ideas and things?
· The world hates Jesus because it knows that He has priority over all things and all relationships. The world wants to be good, even though there already is a God!
· Considering the cost of discipleship means asking the question, "What does Jesus want me to do?"

· Jesus wants us to see that the cost of discipleship involves understanding that there is a higher calling on our lives than doing what we want to do. We cannot say to God that we are only available two hours on Sunday! We must respond with the attitude of Isaiah, Here I am God, ready to be used by you.
· How much does discipleship cost? It costs everything!  However, the rewards are limitless as we are entrusted to a Savior who loves us deeply and more than we could ever comprehend! He desires the best for us, He has a plan and purpose for us in the kingdom of God, and He wants us to spend eternity with Him. There is no better way. To whom would you rather entrust yourself and your possessions?
How do I Become a Discipler? 

· We all are called to make disciples! There are only two kinds of people who cannot disciple, and that is one who is not a follower of Christ and/or one who disobeys God’s command and refuses to disciple. 

· Disciple by obeying and doing as Jesus did! Set up a plan; target a small select group of people without ignoring the others around you!
· In Proverbs 27:17 and1 Corinthians 10:12, we are told to come along side and encourage those who are down, who are new, who are old, who are immature, and who are mature. In other words, everyone.
· Teaming up with God and others makes it possible! 

Ask yourself these questions: 

Q: After doing a personal inventory of myself about my faith, have I truly become His disciple or am I just wearing the uniform? 

Q: Do I love Him wholeheartedly? Then what is the obstacle to obeying Him?
Q: Is the Holy Spirit convicting me of a sin or a bad attitude that I need to confess and submit to Christ?

Q: Do I have a good understanding of God’s calling, and am I obediently pursuing it?

Q: Who is really in charge of my decisions, me, or the Lord?

Q: After reading 2 Tim. 2:19,  does He know me? Do others know that He knows me?
Q: Do I use Jesus or does He use me? Is He a divine bellhop or my Lord? 

Q: Do I constantly remind myself what I am living for, a future hope in eternity?

Q: Am I willing to do whatever it takes to become more like Jesus?
Q: Calvin said I must be willing to "regulate my life and manners according to the Scriptures! " Am I? 

Q: Where do I need to go and what do I need to do? (Seek God’s will by knowing His character and precepts of Scripture, and look in your heart. Find your spiritual gifts and what opportunities are before you. See our channel on God’s Will!)

Q: Set goals for myself, as it is better to prepare than to repair! St. Francis of Assisi said, "Start by doing what is necessary; then do what is possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible." 
To reach the goal set before you, there are three P’s you need to seek and pray about: 

1. Preparation--never go off and do what you are not led and equipped to do! 

2. Process--following a strategic plan from His precepts! 

3. People--encircle yourself with the good God fearing Christians to help you see possibilities and directions!)
 
Q: Do I practice my spiritual disciplines in a consistent manner?


Q: Is my family in good shape?

Q: Have I discovered my spiritual gifts and then prioritized my ministry to complement them?


Q: Do I have prayer partners to provide essential support?

Q: Do I see the seriousness of obedience that my eternal destiny depends on? Do I realize that Jesus required His disciples to distinguish between appearance and reality, that is, between being true Christians and just going through the motions?

Q: What is my attitude toward myself, the people around me, my situation, the precepts of Scripture, and the opportunities and life that Christ offers me?

Q: If He is Lord, then He is my boss and conqueror, although in His case, a loving and caring boss with my best interest in mind, and a good and gracious King! Thus, am I willing to turn over the reigns of my will to Him, not somewhat, or half way, but allow Him to be in control entirely? As St. Augustine said, "If He is not Lord of all, then He is not Lord at all."
Q: Am I afraid of failure? (If so, remember that God understands the difficulties, and it is OK to fail as long as you tried and were obedient! Remember, Jeremiah was a big failure in the eyes of his country and world, but a great man of obedience in God’s eyes!) 
Q: My focus must be on Christ, not on how to disciple. I must not let the process be my doctrine, but rather, Christ! 

Q: Do I confess God with my lips and deny Him in my daily life? It is not difficult to belong to a church or recite a creed, but it is hard to live the Christian life. Yet, He gives us the love, grace, and means to do so. 

Q: How do I define faith? Remember, faith without action is a contradiction, and love without obedience is impossible!
As we walk the Christian life, we must be careful that in our strategies and struggles, we do not lose sight of God and His purpose. We typically try to come up with some type of shortcut for success. However, in Him, there are no shortcuts. Maturity and discipleship are lifelong pursuits, and we are to always be growing and bettering ourselves through the Word, prayer, spiritual disciplines, and our Godly relationships. These are the tools. He is the means. 
You may ask, Why should I be willing to give up riches, comfort, fun and even friends to follow Christ as His disciple? When we read the gospels, especially Luke, we are given a very compelling motivation--the salvation and blessings that Jesus gives us. These things are eternal, while what we give up are very limited and temporary. Giving up a smaller benefit for a superior one is smart and practical, both in business and in being a disciple of Christ! 

If you are a church leader and feel this is just too much and you are feeling overwhelmed, remember it does not happen overnight, it takes a lifetime. If you are still unsure, then consider this. One of the main reasons people leave their church is they have no real relationships there! Discipleship is the means for relationship building!  We are designed for something more in life than just pursuing pleasure. That is why people who “have it all” still feel empty. God did not create any Lone Ranger Christians. He created us to be in community, in relationships with one another, and discipleship is the key to that community. God calls us to lift one another up. There should not be a single person in the church that does not have at least one person they can call a friend and have a relationship with outside the church campus and programs.


Take this to heart: Jesus never asked anyone to do anything without enabling them with the power to do it. Let this be you encouraging motive! 

Some passages to consider on discipleship: Proverbs 18:24; Matthew 7:18-24; 19:28-30; 10:1-42; Mark 1:1-5; Luke 9:23-25; 48; Luke 14:26-27; John. 8:31; 12:20-26; John 14; 15; 1 John: 5:3; 1 Corinthians 3:5-11; 2 Timothy 2:7; 1 Peter 3:15. 


© 2002 R.J. Krejcir Into Thy Word 
Appendix E: Drawing near to the heart of God! 

How to Developing your Walk with God and teach others to do so too! 

By Richard Krejcir
 

Open Thought: What does it mean to be a mature Christian? What are you willing to do about it?
 

2 Peter 1:5-7

 

A disciple is willing to grow in Christ!
 

John Bunyan said: “Prayer is a sincere, sensible, affectionate pouring out of the heart or soul to God, through Christ, in the strength and assistance of the Holy Spirit, for such things as God has promised, or according to his Word, for the good of the church, with submission in faith to the will of God.”  

Being a disciple encompasses more than just asking Christ in our life and heart, and goes far beyond baptism or our church membership. Being a disciple goes further than our conversion, our acceptance of Christ as Savior, our election, or any initiation we could conceive into the Christian life. Our initiation is by what Christ gave us and is only the beginning. The first step we take, that we receive by faith through His grace, is the entrance into the faith and Christian life. Accepting our election in Christ is not the only act of being a Christian! Yet, so many live their lives as if this were so! It would be like joining a ritzy and the fancy full service club, but never venturing into that club. Therefore, we would miss all the exercise equipment, fellowship, and fun. We would never go to the parties, the dinning, and would miss the connections because we never attended. Thus, we would get virtually nothing out of it, except the satisfaction that we had joined. It is the same with becoming a Christian. We join the ultimate “club,” but never use it or let it help develop our connections and depth with God and others. 

Yes, you may be saved, but if all the opportunities have been set aside, forgotten, and missed, oh, how sad that would be! Perhaps you may think all you have to do is be baptized as public initiation or dedication, and then sit yourself in a pew of complacency and comfort, thinking, “I did my part, the rest is up to others.” Acceptance of what Christ has done is to be the door through which we walk in faith, as is our public profession or testimony of our faith. It does not stop there! It starts there!  

            I have been on staff at many churches where the members and leadership felt their profession of faith or church membership was all they needed to get by in their Christian life and their leadership in the church. Yet, these people were shallow and did not understand the richness and depth of the faith. They did not even know how to run a church, because they did not know, because they did not learn, and because they did not grow in Him! Fortunately, I am a part of a church now that is concerned with discipleship and missions. However, have you wondered what the average church or Christian does about discipleship and encouraging people to draw nearer to the heart of God? 

          In most churches, people are encouraged to accept Christ, make a profession of faith, or be baptized. Then, they are congratulated, put on the membership roll, and then quickly forgotten. Sadly, the Church has become a warehouse, holding Christians to numbers as a testimony and perceived success, and, as a whole, forsaken discipleship for cheap, contemptible programs with no teaching or meaning. These programs may seem great on the surface because they attract people, but they do not keep them. In doing shallow programming with little teaching or discipleship has left its members to figure out these spiritual growth things on their own. Therefore, the back door of the church is as big as the front door!  

          Perhaps this was not an act that was conceived in a smoke filled room by a counsel of demons, but it might as well have been so. Maybe the church has gotten lazy and has placated to the busyness of the culture. Whatever the reasons, the lack of discipleship builds a barrier to growth in Christ and exercising the best for His glory. It then corrupts our attitude, allowing us to forsake the time and effort needed to work on our relationship with Christ. When a church forsakes discipleship, many will give up on Christianity, while others become confused, calloused, or complacent. Alternatively, they are swept away by false doctrines and cults because they do not know the difference.  

 

Four points to consider and ask of yourself, “Where am I?” in these thoughts: 

1.   When we forsake discipleship, we will end up just living for and to ourselves. We will miss opportunities, learning experiences, growth, and will exchange an eternity of rewards for a limited time of fun. This will turn into anger and bitterness later on in life! 

Q: How have you seen this in your life?  

2.   We need to consider this extremely important point: Jesus lived and died on our behalf, for He willingly gave up His life by paying the penalty for our sins. He allows us not only to escape the fires of hell, but also gives us eternal life. 
Q: What has been your response to who Christ is and what He did for you? 

3.   Being a true disciple means having a willingness to trust Him completely in all aspects of life, from the highest highs to the lowest lows. It means we are not only willing to trust Him to provide for our salvation, but we trust Him for the future. We are to trust Him even when we do not know, like, or understand when, or where He is leading, or even if it is unpopular!  
Q: What is in the way of this happening fully in your life?  

4.   Being a true disciple allows us to put our hand to the plow and not look back. When you plow a field, you have to keep your eyes ahead. If you keep looking back, you will create zigzags so the water cannot flow and the cultivators and harvesters cannot function. Then the crops will not grow or ever be used. As we grow in Christ, we too have to keep our eyes on Him. In doing so, we will be of better use to Him, and become increasingly unsatisfied with anything less than His call and character. 
Q: Has this become a reality in your walk with Christ?

  

       God does not ask us to seek converts, He simply asks us to disciple. Discipleship is modeling and teaching Christians the precepts of the Bible, mainly prayer, doctrine, and Christian living. All will lead to the main thing--the reason for our being, the meaning of life--worship. It is not the services on Sunday; it is having an attitude and heart that worships Christ! Yes, we are still to evangelize, but that is not our main mission and call! When we evangelize, we must realize that it is the role of the Holy Spirit to bring people into an intimate relationship with God. This is an act of divine intervention and grace. He uses us as the tools, but He is the means! We are to care, and share with others His love and character. We are to obey and reach out, but we cannot lead people anywhere. He is the One who leads! Our goal is to worship and model to others our worship. Not just the service in the church, but the lifestyle of a heart surrendered and poured out to His (Gal. 2:20-21; Phil. 3:10).
Out of a worship-centered heart will come a church that is also poured out in the community, a lighthouse of God’s love and care in the world. We are to model to the community a Christ-like character, encouraging others to surrender themselves to Jesus Christ. However, this is only the beginning! 

Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith. Surrender is the process in which we grow toward Him and His will, and away from our will. Surrender is making Christ the Lord of all of our lives so the worship can happen, so that the discipleship and growth can happen. For this to truly happen, we must rid ourselves of false presumptions, perceptions, reckless ideas, faulty thinking, and other such things that are barriers to our growth, so we can make room for Him. 

Jesus authors our faith, and teaches us how to run the race, according to God’s will, His glory, His worship, and His purpose. Thus, we gain a deeper intimacy with our Lord as our Commander and Friend, as our God and our King and the provider of Grace, as our Love, and our reason for being. In His purposes, we find real contentment, joy, and fulfillment.  

So how can I do this? My proposal is basic on how to grow closer to Christ and deeper in our walk with Him, and in drawing near to the heart of God! This is for a new Christian, with no idea of what to do, to the experienced pastor who has walked with God intimately for decades. It is for me, and it is for you, regardless of personal experience, spiritual growth experience, developmental level, disabilities, or age. 
 

How to have a Devotional Time 

GETTING STARTED: How to draw closer to the heart of God by building a deeper relationship with God!  

First Peter talks about humbleness, which is characterized by the willingness to grow in Christ, receive learning, and experience growth. Two of the best ways to do this is the personal devotion time and being a part of a small group Bible study. Peter tells us we ought to be humble toward one another so that we can know the grace of God, and not be in opposition to God. Then secondly, he says, we had better be humble, not only toward one another, but toward God. This is so straightforward.  This is so essential--to be a blessed Christian and church, to be a growing Christian and the church, not in numbers, but in what is most important--discipleship, which is leaning, learning, and growing in Christ, leading to a lifestyle of worship!
 

How can I develop quality time with our Lord so I can become a deeper and more mature Christian? 

 

Here are nine thoughts to get you pointed in the right direction: 

 

A.  GOAL: See where you are Spiritually (Acts 22:8-10; Phil. 2:13) and determine where you need to go. Then, make a goal, and understand your GOAL. Your goal is to become complete, that is, fullness in Christ, (Col. 1: 28), or to say it another way, to become a mature Christian, a person whose attitudes and actions are like Christ's (Eph. 4: 13). Where are you spiritually and where do you need to go? Not only where do you want to go, but also where is God calling you to go? 
 

B.  PROCESS: Understand there is a PROCESS (Psalm 16:11; 73:28; Prov. 16:9; Heb. 11:1-6) at work. It does not happen overnight, and you cannot get it in a bottle, off a shelf, or by sitting in a pew. The process is one of the main growth builders. It is about the journey as well as the destination. It is an essential step toward reaching your goal to spend personal, daily time with God. Thus, the journey is as important, if not more, than the destination, because in our walk we are learning and growing! If we just arrived at the goal without the struggles of getting there, we would not have built any depth, strength, or maturity! Make sure your goals are a match to God’s! We must never allow our presumptions and pride to cloud His way!
 

C.  PLAN: Plan ahead (Is. 26:3; Mark 1:35). This does not automatically happen. You need to plan out your devotions to make them more effective. You can get many prepared devotional schedules at a Christian bookstore or sit down on Sunday and decide exactly what paragraphs or chapters you will be studying during each of the next seven days. Doing this will eliminate the problem of spending half of your devotion time trying to decide what you will study that day. You can use a Bible reading chart, quality devotional books, or a pre-written guide, but try not to just dive in. You will get much more out of your experience by having a plan. 
 

D.  CONTENT: Put into your devotional time variety and consistency (Psalm 16:8-11) in what you study. One month, you might study an Epistle. Then, you might spend a month or two in a narrative passage such as 1 Samuel. Then, you might go back to the N.T. to study a doctrinal passage such as Romans. Then, switch again to a minor prophet such as Joel. Try to go through the entire Bible in your devotional study within a year, or two at most. Do not stay in just one section, such as the Epistles, and do not skip the O.T., as you cannot understand the N.T. without the O.T.! Do not use the same plan year after year. Break it up, and try new ones. Do the same with your devotional books. Mix them up. If you have a good one such as My Utmost for His Highest, stick with it for the entire year, go to another one, and then go back to Chambers in the following year. When we are too consistent, it may turn into rhetoric, and then you will have a habit, not time with Christ! 
 

E.  FOCUS: Set aside time each day by focusing on the purpose for your growth and maturity (Psalm 119:130; Isa. 42:16; John 4: 23-24; 15), and then make it a priority. In doing so, you will be able to “go for it” with passion and vigor. Let Christ transform you through His Word. ATTITUDE is essential. You must start with the proper attitude! You go before a Holy GOD! Usually, it is good to spend most of your devotional time closely examining a few verses, not rushing through multiple passages. This will help you keep focused. Some find it best to take notes, write down questions, and ask a mentor. In addition, you can set aside one day a week to switch from taking detailed notes on a few verses, to reading a chapter or two from a different passage without taking any notes. Whatever way you choose to go, stay focused and do not bite off more than you can chew!
 

F.  MATERIALS: Get the best stuff you can get, and buy a good Bible (Eph. 4:1-3) in an easily understood translation such as the New Living Translation.  Consider using a Study Bible. I prefer The Reformation Study Bible. For serious study use the ESV, NIV or NASB or NKJV. The best devotional books are “My Utmost for His Highest” by Chambers, and “Evening by Evening” by Spurgeon. You can also get a notebook that can be used exclusively for things to do with your relationship to God and to other believers so you can write down what you learn and any questions you may have.
G.  PLACE OR LOCATION: Select a quiet place (Luke 5:16) to study where you are free from distractions. Remove all distractions. Close the drapes, shut the door, turn off the TV and radio, clear all busy work from your desk, take the phone off the hook, and lock the cat in the bathroom--whatever it takes. You will then be better able to concentrate and have better quality time with Him. Be serious about meeting God!
 

H.  TIME: Select a quality time (Eph. 2:18). Chose a time for your devotions when you are at your best. Usually, early morning is best, because outside distractions are at a minimum during this time. If you are not a morning person, do it when you are most alert. Give God your best! Set aside "x" number of minutes to study, and "y" number of minutes to pray. Be flexible to the Spirit's leading within this framework! If you have a short attention span as I do, then break it up throughout the day. Perhaps read from the OT in the morning, a passage from the NT at lunch, then read a devotion and practice intercessory prayer before bedtime. Remember, this time is holy, which means it is to be set apart to, and for God only. If you are just being devoted to your plan and time, then there will be little room for Christ. The plan is the tool for growth, not the growth itself.
 

I.    SHARE: What you have learned (Psalm 55:14; Matt. 18:20; Rom. 12; 2 Cor. 12:18). We learn also by doing and sharing. What we have been given is usually not meant for us solely, it is a gift that keeps on giving as we, in turn, help others! A willing heart, a teachable spirit, the willingness and availability to share are essential for a disciple of our Lord!
 

From these nine precepts, we realize that from the character of Christ will come the conduct of Christ, if we choose to follow Him. Then, those values of our daily walk that drive our behaviors, will, in turn, influence others and build our character. You cannot lead where you have not been, or when you do not know the direction to go. This is why discipleship is so essential to the aspect of being a Christian. We are called, not to just visualize discipleship, but to do it, not to just talk about it, but to do it. One cannot just think about dinner and satisfy hunger. The ingredients need to be gathered, the meal has to be prepared. Then it is eaten! The Christian who wants to become deeper and more mature, and the effective church will take Scripture and the call of our Lord seriously, and then implement it into the function of applying it into their lives!
 

APPLICATIONS: Here are some thoughts to consider about turning and applying your devotional time into action: 

 

A.  You will never be able to fully experience the complete value of a devotional time until you discipline yourself to apply what you have learned. Study with the determination that God will give you an application. Then, be willing and able to put it into action without fear or trepidations. Allow your trust in Christ be real and exercised! 
 

B.  Make your applications measurable. Think through the who, what, where, when, how and why, such as, "I will begin showing more love to my neighbor by asking if there is anything I can pick up for them from the store next time I go shopping."
 

C.  Sometimes you will see four or five specific ways the passage you have studied can be applied. It is better to select one you want to apply from the Word that day and do it. If you try to implement three or more ways, you will most likely get frustrated and fail. If you cannot decide, stick to the first one that pops up, or the area where you need the most help.
 

D.  Make most of your applications short-range, such as things you will do within the next day or so, or within the week. Periodically, God will give you an application that you will need to work on for a longer time. When that happens, rejoice and praise God, for this will build you up. At the same time, continue to work on fresh, short-range applications. See them as baby steps that will eventually turn into a marathon. Let God do a new work in you each day, and be thankful He wants to work in you.
 

Conclusion:

 
There are many ways we can do devotions and study the Bible effectively. There is no "best" way, only that we do it! Many Christians feel all they have to do for their spiritual growth is sitting in a pew, turn on the television or radio, or naturally receive their knowledge for being a Christian. However, this is not the way to transform our lives. You can no better grow deeper in Christ without any effort as you can go to a grocery store and stand in the produce section and become a cucumber. To be a mature and growing Christian, we must read and get into the Word of God ourselves. We do it through prayer, hard work, discipline, concentration, application, and even more prayer!
 

Take this to heart: Jesus never asked anyone to do anything without enabling them with the power to do it. Let this be your encouraging motive (Matt. 28:20)! Remember, Christ loves you, and wants the best for you. His way is the best way, and we need to have Him and the perspective of eternity in mind, not our limited feelings and desires! 

"The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment." (1 Cor. 2:14-15)
 

Some passages to consider on discipleship and mentoring which are not options, but a command: Proverbs 18:24; Matthew 7:18-24; 10:1-42; 19:28-30; 28:16-20; Mark 1:1-5; 1:35 – 2:12; Luke 9:23-25; 48; Luke 14:26-27; John. 8:31; 12:20-26; John 14; 15; 1 John: 5:3; Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 3:5-11; 12; Galatians 6:1-10; 2 Timothy 2:7; 1 Peter 3:15.


 

Please see our Bible Reading Charts and our Devotion page to further help you! www.intothyword.org 
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Appendix F
Bible Reading CHART!

More are available from www.intothyword.org 

Read through the BIBLE in one year!
Read the Bible in a Year is a plan to guide your daily Bible reading. Its design allows you to pace yourself and to begin reading at any point of the year (not just January 1).

To help you stay on schedule, consider enhancing your Bible reading by Listening to the Bible being read on cassette as you daily drive in your car, exercise, or work around the house. You can purchase this, borrow it from a library, or read it yourself into a voice recorder!
THE SCHEDULE: 

Day 1 - Genesis 1-4

Day 2 - Genesis 5-8

Day 3 - Genesis 9-12

Day 4 - Genesis 13-17

Day 5 - Genesis 18-20

Day 6 - Genesis 21-23 

Day 7 - Genesis 24-25 

Day 8 - Genesis 26-28 

Day 9 - Genesis 29-31 

Day 10 - Genesis 32-35 

Day 11 - Genesis 36-38 

Day 12 - Genesis 39-41

Day 13 - Genesis 42-43

Day 14 - Genesis 44-46

Day 15 - Genesis 47-50

Day 16 - Exodus 1-4

Day 17 - Exodus 5-7

Day 18 - Exodus 8-10

Day 19 - Exodus 11-13

Day 20 - Exodus 14-16

Day 21 - Exodus 17-20

Day 22 - Exodus 21-23

Day 23 - Exodus 24-27

Day 24 - Exodus 28-30

Day 25 - Exodus 31-34

Day 26 - Exodus 35-37

Day 27 - Exodus 38-40

Day 28 - Matthew 1-4

Day 29 - Matthew 5-6

Day 30 - Matthew 7-9

Day 31 - Matthew 10-11

Day 32 - Matthew 12-13

Day 33 - Matthew 14-17

Day 34 - Matthew 18-20

Day 35 - Matthew 21-22

Day 36 - Matthew 23-24

Day 37 - Matthew 25-26

Day 38 - Matthew 27-28

 Day 39 - Leviticus 1-4

Day 40 - Leviticus 5-7

Day 41 - Leviticus 8-10

Day 42 - Leviticus 11-13

Day 43 - Leviticus 14-15

Day 44 - Leviticus 16-18

Day 45 - Leviticus 19-21

Day 46 - Leviticus 22-23

Day 47 - Leviticus 24-25

Day 48 - Leviticus 26-27

Day 49 - Mark 1-3

Day 50 - Mark 4-5

Day 51 - Mark 6-7

Day 52 - Mark 8-9

Day 53 - Mark 10-11

Day 54 - Mark 12-13

Day 55 - Mark 14

Day 56 - Mark 15-16

Day 57 - Numbers 1-2

Day 58 - Numbers 3-4

Day 59 - Numbers 5-6

Day 60 - Numbers 7

Day 61 - Numbers 8-10

Day 62 - Numbers 11-13

Day 63 - Numbers 14-15

Day 64 - Numbers 16-18

Day 65 - Numbers 19-21

Day 66 - Numbers 22-24

Day 67 - Numbers 25-26

Day 68 - Numbers 27-29

Day 69 - Numbers 30-32

Day 70 - Numbers 33-36

Day 71 - Luke 1-2

Day 72 - Luke 3-4

Day 73 - Luke 5-6

Day 74 - Luke 7-8

Day 75 - Luke 9-10

Day 76 - Luke 11-12

Day 77 - Luke 13-15

Day 78 - Luke 16-18

Day 79 - Luke 19-20

Day 80 - Luke 21-22

Day 81 - Luke 23-24

Day 82 - Deuteronomy 1-2

Day 83 - Deuteronomy 3-4

Day 84 - Deuteronomy 5-8

Day 85 - Deuteronomy 9-11

Day 86 - Deuteronomy 12-15

Day 87 - Deuteronomy 16-19

Day 88 - Deuteronomy 20-22

Day 89 - Deuteronomy 23-25

Day 90 - Deuteronomy 26-27

Day 91 - Deuteronomy 28-29

Day 92 - Deuteronomy 30-32

Day 93 - Deuteronomy 33-34

Day 94 - John 1-2

Day 95 - John 3-4

Day 96 - John 5-6

Day 97 - John 7-8

Day 98 - John 9-10

Day 99 - John 11-12

Day 100 - John 13-15

Day 101 - John 16-17

Day 102 - John 18-19

Day 103 - John 20-21

Day 104 - Joshua 1-4

Day 105 - Joshua 5-7

Day 106 - Joshua 8-10

Day 107 - Joshua 11-13

Day 108 - Joshua 14-17

Day 109 - Joshua 18-20

Day 110 - Joshua 21-22

Day 111 - Joshua 23-24

Day 112 - Acts 1-3

Day 113 - Acts 4-5

Day 114 - Acts 6-7

Day 115 - Acts 8-9

Day 116 - Acts 10-11

Day 117 - Acts 12-13

Day 118 - Acts 14-15

Day 119 - Acts 16-17

Day 120 - Acts 18-19

Day 121 - Acts 20-21

Day 122 - Acts 22-23

Day 123 - Acts 24-26

Day 124 - Acts 27-28

Day 125 - Judges 1-3

Day 126 - Judges 4-5

Day 127 - Judges 6-8

Day 128 - Judges 9-10

Day 129 - Judges 11-13

Day 130 - Judges 14-16

Day 131 - Judges 17-19

Day 132 - Judges 20-21

Day 133 - Ruth 1-4

Day 134 - Romans 1-3

Day 135 - Romans 4-7

Day 136 - Romans 8-10

Day 137 - Romans 11-14

Day 138 - Romans 15-16

Day 139 - 1 Samuel 1-3

Day 140 - 1 Samuel 4-7

Day 141 - 1 Samuel 8-12

Day 142 - 1 Samuel 13-14

Day 143 - 1 Samuel 15-16

Day 144 - 1 Samuel 17-18

Day 145 - 1 Samuel 19-21

Day 146 - 1 Samuel 22-24

Day 147 - 1 Samuel 25-27

Day 148 - 1 Samuel 28-31

Day 149 - 2 Samuel 1-3

Day 150 - 2 Samuel 4-7

Day 151 - 2 Samuel 8-11

Day 152 - 2 Samuel 12-13

Day 153 - 2 Samuel 14-16

Day 154 - 2 Samuel 17-19

Day 155 - 2 Samuel 20-22

Day 156 - 2 Samuel 23-24

Day 157 - 1 Corinthians 1-4

Day 158 - 1 Corinthians 5-9

Day 159 - 1 Corinthians 10-13

Day 160 - 1 Corinthians 14-16

Day 161 - 1 Kings 1-2

Day 162 - 1 Kings 3-5

Day 163 - 1 Kings 6-7

Day 164 - 1 Kings 8-9

Day 165 - 1 Kings 10-12

Day 166 - 1 Kings 13-15

Day 167 - 1 Kings 16-18

Day 168 - 1 Kings 19-20

Day 169 - 1 Kings 21-22

Day 170 - 2 Kings 1-3

Day 171 - 2 Kings 4-5

Day 172 - 2 Kings 6-8

Day 173 - 2 Kings 9-10

Day 174 - 2 Kings 11-13

Day 175 - 2 Kings 14-16

Day 176 - 2 Kings 17-18

Day 177 - 2 Kings 19-21

Day 178 - 2 Kings 22-23

Day 179 - 2 Kings 24-25

 Day 180 - 2 Corinthians 1-4

Day 181 - 2 Corinthians 5-9

Day 182 - 2 Corinthians 10-13

Day 183 - 1 Chronicles 1-2

Day 184 - 1 Chronicles 3-4

Day 185 - 1 Chronicles 5-6

Day 186 - 1 Chronicles 7-9

Day 187 - 1 Chronicles 10-12

Day 188 - 1 Chronicles 13-16

Day 189 - 1 Chronicles 17-19

Day 190 - 1 Chronicles 20-23

Day 191 - 1 Chronicles 24-26

Day 192 - 1 Chronicles 27-29

Day 193 - 2 Chronicles 1-4

Day 194 - 2 Chronicles 5-7

Day 195 - 2 Chronicles 8-11

Day 196 - 2 Chronicles 12-16

Day 197 - 2 Chronicles 17-20

Day 198 - 2 Chronicles 21-24

Day 199 - 2 Chronicles25-28

Day 200 - 2 Chronicles 29-31

Day 201 - 2 Chronicles 32-34

Day 202 - 2 Chronicles 35-36

Day 203 - Galatians 1-3

Day 204 - Galatians 4-6

Day 205 - Ezra 1-4

Day 206 - Ezra 5-7

Day 207 - Ezra 8-10

 Day 208 - Ephesians 1-3

Day 209 - Ephesians 4-6

Day 210 - Nehemiah 1-3

Day 211 - Nehemiah 4-7

Day 212 - Nehemiah 8-10

Day 213 - Nehemiah 11-13

Day 214 - Philippians 1-4

Day 215 - Esther 1-5

Day 216 - Esther 6-10

Day 217 - Colossians 1-4

Day 218 - Job 1-4

Day 219 - Job 5-8

Day 220 - Job 9-12

Day 221 - Job 13-16

Day 222 - Job 17-20

Day 223 - Job 21-24

Day 224 - Job 25-30

Day 225 - Job 31-34

Day 226 - Job 35-38

Day 227 - Job 39-42

Day 228 - Psalms 1-8

Day 229 - Psalms 9-17

Day 230 - 1 Thessalonians 1-5

Day 231 - Psalms 18-21

Day 232 - Psalms 22-27

Day 233 - 2 Thessalonians 1-3

Day 234 - Psalms 28-33

Day 235 - Psalms 34-37

Day 236 - Proverbs 1-3

Day 237 - Psalms 38-42

Day 238 - Proverbs 4-7

Day 239 - 1 Timothy 1-6

Day 240 - Psalms 43-49

Day 241 - Psalms 50-55

Day 242 - Proverbs 8-11

Day 243 - 2 Timothy 1-4

Day 244 - Psalms 56-61

Day 245 - Psalms 62-68

Day 246 - Proverbs 12-14

Day 247 - Psalms 69-72

Day 248 - Titus and Philemon

Day 249 - Psalms 73-77

Day 250 - Psalms 78-80

Day 251 - Proverbs 15-17

Day 252 - Psalms 81-88

Day 253 - Hebrews 1-4

Day 254 - Hebrews 5-8

Day 255 - Hebrews 9-10

Day 256 - Hebrews 11-13

Day 257 - Psalms 89-94

Day 258 - Psalms 95-103

Day 259 - Proverbs 18-20

Day 260 - James 1-5

Day 261 - Psalms 104-106

Day 262 - Psalms 107-111

Day 263 - Proverbs 21-23

Day 264 - 1 Peter 1-5

Day 265 - Psalms 112-118

Day 266 - Proverbs 24-26

Day 267 - Ecclesiastes 1-4

Day 268 - Ecclesiastes 5-8

Day 269 - Ecclesiastes 9-12

Day 270 - Psalm 119

Day 271 - Proverbs 27-29

Day 272 - Proverbs 30-31

Day 273 - 2 Peter 1-3

Day 274 - Song of Songs 1-4

Day 275 - Song of Songs 5-8

Day 276 - Isaiah 1-3

Day 277 - Isaiah 4-8

Day 278 - Isaiah 9-11

Day 279 - Isaiah 12-14

Day 280 - Isaiah 15-19

Day 281 - Isaiah 20-24

Day 282 - Isaiah 25-28

Day 283 - Isaiah 29-31

Day 284 - Isaiah 32-34

Day 285 - Isaiah 35-37

Day 286 - Isaiah 38-40

Day 287 - Isaiah 41-43

Day 288 - Isaiah 44-46

Day 289 - Isaiah 47-49

Day 290 - Isaiah 50-52

Day 291 - Isaiah 53-56

Day 292 - Isaiah 57-59

Day 293 - Isaiah 60-63

Day 294 - Isaiah 64-66

Day 295 - Psalms 120-133

Day 296 - 1 John 1-5

Day 297 - Jeremiah 1-3

Day 298 - Jeremiah 4-5

Day 299 - Jeremiah 6-8

Day 300 - Jeremiah 9-11

Day 301 - Jeremiah 12-14

Day 302 - Jeremiah 15-17

Day 303 - Jeremiah 18-21

Day 304 - Jeremiah 22-24

Day 305 - Jeremiah 25-27

Day 306 - Jeremiah 28-30

Day 307 - Jeremiah 31-32

Day 308 - Jeremiah 33-36

Day 309 - Jeremiah 37-39

Day 310 - Jeremiah 40-43

Day 311 - Jeremiah 44-46

Day 312 - Jeremiah 47-48

Day 313 - Jeremiah 49

Day 314 - Jeremiah 50

Day 315 - Jeremiah 51-52

Day 316 - Psalms 134-140

Day 317 - 2, 3 John and Jude

Day 318 - Lamentations 1-2

Day 319 Lamentations 3-5

 Day 320 - Ezekiel 1-4

Day 321 - Ezekiel 5-8

Day 322 - Ezekiel 9-12

Day 323 - Ezekiel 13-15

Day 324 - Ezekiel 16-17

Day 325 - Ezekiel 18-20

Day 326 - Ezekiel 21-22

Day 327 - Ezekiel 23-24

Day 328 - Ezekiel 25-27

Day 329 - Ezekiel 28-30

Day 330 - Ezekiel 31-32

Day 331 - Ezekiel 33-35

Day 332 - Ezekiel 36-38

Day 333 - Ezekiel 39-40

Day 334 - Ezekiel 41-43

Day 335 - Ezekiel 44-46

Day 336 - Ezekiel 47-48

Day 337 - Psalms 141-150

Day 338 - Daniel 1-3

Day 339 - Daniel 4-5

Day 340 - Daniel 6-8

Day 341 - Daniel 9-12

Day 342 - Revelation 1-3

Day 343 - Revelation 4-7

Day 344 - Revelation 8-11

Day 345 - Revelation 12-14

Day 346 - Revelation 15-17

Day 347 - Revelation 18-19

Day 348 - Revelation 20-22

Day 349 - Hosea 1-4

Day 350 - Hosea 5-9

Day 351 - Hosea 10-14

Day 352 - Joel 1-3

Day 353 - Amos 1-4

Day 354 - Amos 5-9

Day 355 - Obadiah and Jonah

Day 356 - Micah 1-4

Day 357 - Micah 5-7

Day 358 - Nahum 1-3

Day 359 - Habakkuk 1-3

Day 360 - Zephaniah 1-3

Day 361 - Haggai 1-2

Day 362 - Zechariah 1-5

Day 363 - Zechariah 6-10

Day 364 - Zechariah 11-14

Photo Copy these pages and keep it tucked in your Bible as you plan for your devotional reading!

From: “Into Thy Word” 

C 2000   R.J. Krejcir

Appendix G “The cheat sheet”

(Go ahead and photocopy this section and tuck it in your Bible!)

· THE MAIN GOAL OF BIBLE STUDY: DON’T JUST INTERPRET IT, BUT APPLY IT TO YOUR LIFE!
STEP I:  “KNOWING THE KNOWABLE:” BRINGING OUR MIND TO BE RIGHT WITH GOD!

ATTITUDE is crucial! (Gal. 2:20)
· REMEMBER TO ALWAYS: BEGIN and END YOUR STUDY IN PRAYER and in the meantime be in prayer. 

· DIRECT YOUR WILL AND SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY! BE CONSISTENT!.
· BE OPEN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

STEP II:   “HOW:” THE METHOD OF GETTING INTO GOD’S WORD

LOOK AT THE WHOLE BOOK at least three times in an easy to read translation. Then read each chapter you are studying in a good translation at least three times. Then read the verses, verse by verse in order. 

STEP III:  “OBSERVE IT:” ASK WHAT DOES IT SAY?! Before you ask what does it mean and how to apply it to your life! 

· Give the Book the “Looks:” Purpose; Repeated Phrases; The Point; Who is involved; The time  & sequence of events, “once, then, now, will be, etc.” Look for persons, places, ideas; Logical Connectives, i.e. Therefore, But, Since, So, Thus, Because, For, That, etc.  What is actually being said?

· Verbs are crucial! Check out NOUNS in “Bible Dictionaries.” 
· Consider repeated words & phrases. 

· Compare passage/verse to similar verses i.e. “Scripture interprets scripture.”  Use a “Concordance.”

· Notice what is being taught

· Notice the promises

· Notice carefully the underlining principle(s) & implications

· What about the life, work, teaching, presence of Jesus Christ?

· Look out for types of “literary style;” history, philosophy, drama, poetry, wisdom and law. 

· Look at different translations 

STEP III (B):  “OBSERVE IT:”  ASK WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Let God have His way with you! Ask our Lord to open you before Him, to allow yourself to go beyond your culture, education and experience! Then the meaning will come alive!
· We must know our weaknesses and limitations because of sin! 

· We must be aware of our nature and the nature of Scripture and the Divine Author's intent. 

· Be focused on Christ, not ourselves.

· Be aware of the CONTEXT! The “historical” and “literary” settings?” What is going on? 

· What are the point and train of thought? 

· ANALYZE by gathering facts and all the information available to you.

· Paraphrase the passage yourself.

· What is supported?  

· What are the conclusions?

Make an emotional identification in the text. 

THINGS TO ASK AND TO APPLY:

· Ask what is actually being said?

· Try reading aloud!

· Consider nothing insignificant!

· Have a mentor to ask questions.

· Look for stuff to carry out in your life.

· Write down your questions 

· What are the implications & promises to be applied to transform us?

· What about the life, work, teaching, and presence of Jesus Christ?  

· How can I model His Character?

· What is our duty?

· What is God’s character?

· Make a commitment to the meaning.

· Try to write the verse or an entire passage in your own words!

· Accept what It says: This is God’s Word!

STEP IV:  “QUESTIONS:” ASK AND LEARN!
THE SIX BIG Q’S WE MUST ALWAYS ASK! 

· WHO: are the people? Who did it? Who can do it? Who is it talking about?
· WHAT: is it saying? What is happening? What is it talking about? What did they do?
· WHERE: are they going? Where did it happen? Where will it take place?
· WHEN: did it happen? When will it happen? When can it happen?
· HOW: did it happen? How can it happen?  How was something done?
· WHY: did he say that? Why did he do that? Why did they go there?
ASK THESE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS:

· Are there any commands?

· Are there any contrasts?

· Are there things repeated?

· Is there cause and effect?

· Is there a problem and solution?

· Are there any promises?

· Are there any connections to other parts of the Bible?

· Notice the setting!

STEP V:  “KNOW IT”!
START LOOKING FOR THE ANSWERS

· WHAT DOES SOMETHING MEAN AND WHY IS IT THERE?

· Be sure your information is correct!
· Use good commentaries, Study Bibles, and Bible dictionaries.

Digging Personally:

· How are you encouraged & strengthened?

· Where have you fallen short, and how can you improve? 

· What do you now intend to do with the information given to you?

· We must have the confidence that the Bible is truth! This is knowing It!
· We must allow God’s Word to break our will and desires over to Him!

· What did God say to you today? 

· Is there a sin in your life that needs to be confessed and repented? 

· Are you appreciating it? 

· Are you receiving and practicing the great benefits to others around you? 

· Are you a changed person as a result of receiving the Word? 

STEP VI:  “APPLICATION!” (Gal 5:21-26)
· Application comes out of a Changed life.  And leads to a life transformed!
· What must I do to make God’s Word real in me? What is my response?
· When will it end up in my day planner?

· Mediate over the passage

ASK YOURSELF THESE FIVE QUESTIONS:

· What illustration can I use to remember? 

· How does the truth apply to my life?

· What is my personal prayer regarding these truths? 

· What changes/improvements could I make in light of the truth? 

· How should I carry out these changes?

· Pray to ask God, how to implement His truth to you. Tell Others. Accountability.
STEP VII: MAKE USE OF THE BOOK CHART 

· Write down what God is saying to you and what you have discovered and learned.  By doing this, it will allow you to apply it to your life better!
“You can do it!”

Keep this guide “tucked” in your Bible for reference and guidance. 

From: “Into Thy Word” C 2000  R.J. Krejcir 
Appendix H:  “Philosophy of Christian Education and Leadership”
The Marks of A Mature Believer:

The mark of a mature Christian is found in the process of total surrender!  For us to grow, we must surrender our will, desires, plans upon our Lord Jesus Christ. Like driving a car in a strange, unfamiliar area, with Christ as a passenger, we as human beings spend most of the time arguing, complaining, and debating the destination. Yet, we do not have a clue on where we are going. If, we allow Christ to get into the driver’s seat, He will be able to take us around where we could never have gone before. And, if we sign over the Pink Slip to our Lord Jesus Christ, then He will take us to places that our wildest imaginations could ever fathom.  
Thoughts on Christian Maturity:
· The hub of the Christian life is Jesus Christ.  (Colossians 3:4).
· We must have a firm, forward and moving commitment and trust in His work. (Romans 12:1, Galatians 2:20, Philippians 1:20-21).
· The believer has support from other mature believers (John 15:5, Matthew 28:20).
· Has purpose, direction, and filled with Christ’s power (Ephesians 3:20, Philippians 4:13, Romans 12:1-2).
· Is discipled in the gifts of the spirit (I Corinthians 12).

These four principles are the vehicle of our faith and the road in which we drive is the world in which we live. It is up to us to follow the navigation by the will of our Lord.  We do this with recognition, response, and reliance upon Christ.
As with any vehicle, we need daily tune-ups:

Word of God (Matthew 4:4, I Peter 2:2)

Prayer and praise (Philippians 4:4-7, Colossians 3:16-17)

Love (I Corinthians 13, Mark 12:28-34, John 3:16)

Fellowship (John 13:34-35, I Corinthians 12:12-21, Ephesians 4:15-16) 


All this equals the love and obedience, we give out of our response of gratitude for what our Lord has done for us!

In Christ, all that comes to us is for God’s glory, purpose, and our good (Romans 8:28). He seeks to bring us closer to Himself by His love, joy, and peace (Romans 5:1-5) that we may share His love with those around us to convey God’s purpose for His people (John 17:20-24, Acts 2:24, 44-47).

I believe we should focus on the relational aspect of God and His unfathomable love for us, alongside solid doctrine. To which this love is totally undeserved. We have a God that is real, is there for us, who knows us, and our lives matter to him. From this, we can know Him for eternity.
Some Thoughts on the Characteristics of a Leader:

a)
A strong sense of vision and purpose (Philippians 3:10-14, Colossians 1:28-29).
b)
Knowledge and experience (I Timothy 4:15-16, Romans 12:6-8).
c)
Ability to attract and energize people (Colossians 4:7ff).
d)
Perpetual learners (Philippians 4:8-9).
e)
Persistence (Hebrews 12:1-3, II Timothy 2).
f)
Spiritual and emotional maturity (II Corinthians 4:16-18, Philippians 1:12ff).
g)
Love their work (I Thessalonians 2:8).
h)
A risk taker (Matthew 25:16-30).
i)
No fear of failure (Luke 22:31, Philippians 4:13).
j)
Good followers (I Corinthians 11:1, Matthew 20:24).
k) 
Good Listeners (James 1:19).
See www.intothyword.org for excellent church growth and leadership materials! 

A Big Idea for your Churches discipleship of its young people:


Mentoring: Train and facilitate programs for older adults helping with younger people, such as: Older high school students helping with elementary and junior high; College and young adults helping with the high school students; and, Older adults helping in all age categories as primary caregivers and disciples.

a)
Have a vision and a plan;

b)
Follow through with training and encouragement;

c)
Provide extra events and socials for multigenerational gatherings.

d)    
Matthew 28:16-20, Romans 12, I Corinthians 12, Galatians 6:1-10, Mark 1:35 B 2:12. These passages tell us discipleship and mentoring are not an option, but a command. We must follow out of our obedience and mentor in a multigenerational lifestyle, caring for the total person. It will move us from just prayer to prayer with care.

e)  
John 1:36-52, Acts 10:10. Maturity rose out of webs of relationships of older people interacting and discipling the younger.

f)
Acts 11-15 tell us leadership is about discipleship as Barnabas was with Paul.  

g)
The Gospels tell us the model Jesus used were mentoring and small groups.

h)
John 15 tells us discipling and mentoring are a lifestyle of personal dedication by our obedience; that we see people being taught and equipped to live for Christ: physically, mentally, socially, emotionally, as well as spiritually.
 Weekly Bible Reading Chart 

“Genres” literature Style
Here is a Bible reading plan that is set up for you to go through the Bible in a year. But with a twist: It divides up your reading into the main types of Genres (literature) such as Gospels, Law, Narrative (History), Psalms, Poetry, Prophecy, and the Epistles! That way you can go through the entire Bible by reading the different Genre types. This is a unique plan that will help keep your pace up and prevent you from losing interest and giving up! 
	 
	Gospels 
	Law 
	History 
	Psalms 
	Poetry 
	Prophecy 
	Epistles

	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1
	Matthew 1-2
	Genesis 1-3
	Joshua 1-5
	Psalms 1-2
	Job 1-2
	Isaiah 1-6
	Romans 1-2 

	2
	Matthew 3-4
	Genesis 4-7
	Joshua 6-10
	Psalms 3-5
	Job 3-4
	Isaiah 7-11
	Romans 3-4

	3
	Matthew 5-7
	Genesis 8-11
	Joshua 11-15
	Psalms 6-8
	Job 5-6
	Isaiah 12-17
	Romans 5-6

	4
	Matthew 8-10
	Genesis 12-15
	Joshua 16-20
	Psalms 9-11
	Job 7-8
	Isaiah 18-22
	Romans 7-8

	5
	Matthew 11-13
	Genesis 16-19
	Joshua 21-24
	Psalms 12-14
	Job 9-10
	Isaiah 23-28
	Romans 9-10

	6
	Matthew 14-16
	Genesis 20-23
	Judges 1-6
	Psalms 15-17
	Job 11-12
	Isaiah 29-33
	Romans 11-12

	7
	Matthew 17-19
	Genesis 24-27
	Judges 7-11 
	Psalms 18-20
	Job 13-14
	Isaiah 34-39
	Romans 13-14

	8
	Matthew 20-22
	Genesis 28-31
	Judges 12-16
	Psalms 21-23
	Job 15-16
	Isaiah 40-44
	Romans 15-16

	9
	Matthew 23-25
	Genesis 32-35
	Judges 17-21
	Psalms 24-26
	Job 17-18
	Isaiah 45-50
	I Corinthians 1-2

	10
	Matthew 26-28
	Genesis 36-39
	Ruth
	Psalms 27-29
	Job 19-20
	Isaiah 51-55
	I Corinthians 3-4

	11
	Mark 1-2
	Genesis 40-43
	I Samuel 1-5
	Psalms 30-32
	Job 21-22
	Isaiah 56-61
	I Corinthians 5-6

	12
	Mark 3-4
	Genesis 44-47
	I Samuel 6-10
	Psalms 33-35
	Job 23-24
	Isaiah 62-66
	I Corinthians 7-8

	13
	Mark 5-6
	Genesis 48-50
	I Samuel 11-15
	Psalms 36-38
	Job 25-26
	Jeremiah 1-6
	I Corinthians 9-10

	14
	Mark 7-8
	Exodus 1-4
	I Samuel 16-20
	Psalms 39-41
	Job 27-28
	Jeremiah 7-11
	I Corinthians 11-12

	15
	Mark 9-10
	Exodus 5-8
	I Samuel 21-25
	Psalms 42-44
	Job 29-30
	Jeremiah 12-16
	I Corinthians 13-14

	16
	Mark 11-12
	Exodus 9-12
	I Samuel 26-31
	Psalms 45-47
	Job 31-32
	Jeremiah 17-21
	I Corinthians 15-16

	17
	Mark 13-14
	Exodus 13-16
	II Samuel 1-4
	Psalms 48-50
	Job 33-34
	Jeremiah 22-26
	II Corinthians 1-3

	18
	Mark 15-16
	Exodus 17-20
	II Samuel 5-9
	Psalms 51-53
	Job 35-36
	Jeremiah 27-31
	II Corinthians 4-5

	19
	Luke 1-2
	Exodus 21-24
	II Samuel 10-14
	Psalms 54-56
	Job 37-38
	Jeremiah 32-36
	II Corinthians 6-8

	20
	Luke 3-4
	Exodus 25-28
	II Samuel 15-19
	Psalms 57-59
	Job 39-40
	Jeremiah 37-41
	II Corinthians 9-10

	21
	Luke 5-6
	Exodus 29-32
	II Samuel 20-24
	Psalms 60-62
	Job 41-42
	Jeremiah 42-46
	II Corinthians 11-13

	22
	Luke 7-8
	Exodus 33-36
	I Kings 1-4
	Psalms 63-65
	Proverbs 1
	Jeremiah 47-52
	Galatians 1-3

	23
	Luke 9-10
	Exodus 37-40
	I Kings 5-9
	Psalms 66-68
	Proverbs 2-3
	Lamentations
	Galatians 4-6

	24
	Luke 11-12
	Leviticus 1-3
	I Kings 10-13
	Psalms 69-71
	Proverbs 4
	Ezekiel 1-6
	Ephesians 1-3

	25
	Luke 13-14
	Leviticus 4-6
	I Kings 14-18
	Psalms 72-74
	Proverbs 5-6
	Ezekiel 7-12
	Ephesians 4-6

	26
	Luke 15-16
	Leviticus 7-9
	I Kings 19-22
	Psalms 75-77
	Proverbs 7
	Ezekiel 13-18
	Philippians 1-2

	27
	Luke 17-18
	Leviticus 10-12
	II Kings 1-5
	Psalms 78-80
	Proverbs 8-9
	Ezekiel 19-24
	Philippians 3-4

	28
	Luke 19-20
	Leviticus 13-15
	II Kings 6-10
	Psalms 81-83
	Proverbs 10
	Ezekiel 25-30
	Colossians 1-2

	29
	Luke 21-22
	Leviticus 16-18
	II Kings 11-15
	Psalms 84-86
	Proverbs 11-12
	Ezekiel 31-36
	Colossians 3-4

	30
	Luke 23-24
	Leviticus 19-21
	II Kings 16-20
	Psalms 87-89
	Proverbs 13
	Ezekiel 37-42
	I Thessalonians 1-3

	31
	John 1-2
	Leviticus 22-24
	II Kings 21-25
	Psalms 90-92
	Proverbs 14-15
	Ezekiel 43-48
	I Thessalonians 4-5

	32
	John 3-4
	Leviticus 25-27
	I Chronicles 1-4
	Psalms 93-95
	Proverbs 16
	Daniel 1-6
	II Thessalonians

	33
	John 5-6
	Numbers 1-4
	I Chronicles 5-9
	Psalms 96-98
	Proverbs 17-18
	Daniel 7-12
	I Timothy 1-3

	34
	John 7-9
	Numbers 5-8
	I Chronicles 10-14
	Psalms 99-101
	Proverbs 19
	Hosea 1-7
	I Timothy 4-6

	35
	John 10-12
	Numbers 9-12
	I Chronicles 15-19
	Psalms 102-104
	Proverbs 20-21
	Hosea 8-14
	II Timothy 1-2

	36
	John 13-15
	Numbers 13-16
	I Chronicles 20-24
	Psalms 105-107
	Proverbs 22
	Joel
	II Timothy 3-4

	37
	John 16-18
	Numbers 17-20
	I Chronicles 25-29
	Psalms 108-110
	Proverbs 23-24
	Amos 1-4
	Titus

	38
	John 19-21
	Numbers 21-24
	II Chronicles 1-5
	Psalms 111-113
	Proverbs 25
	Amos 5-9
	Philemon

	39
	Acts 1-2
	Numbers 25-28
	II Chronicles 6-10
	Psalms 114-116
	Proverbs 26-27
	Obadiah
	Hebrews 1-4

	40
	Acts 3-4
	Numbers 29-32
	II Chronicles 11-15
	Psalms 117-118
	Proverbs 28
	Jonah
	Hebrews 5-7

	41
	Acts 5-6
	Numbers 33-36
	II Chronicles 16-20
	Psalms 119
	Proverbs 29-30
	Micah
	Hebrews 8-10

	42
	Acts 7-8
	Deuteronomy 1-3
	II Chronicles 21-24
	Psalms 120-121
	Proverbs 31
	Nahum
	Hebrews 11-13

	43
	Acts 9-10
	Deuteronomy 4-6
	II Chronicles 25-28
	Psalms 122-124
	Ecclesiastes 1-2
	Habakkuk
	James 1-3

	44
	Acts 11-12
	Deuteronomy 7-9
	II Chronicles 29-32
	Psalms 125-127
	Ecclesiastes 3-4
	Zephaniah
	James 4-5

	45
	Acts 13-14
	Deuteronomy 10-12
	II Chronicles 33-36
	Psalms 128-130
	Ecclesiastes 5-6
	Haggai
	I Peter 1-3

	46
	Acts 15-16
	Deuteronomy 13-15
	Ezra 1-5
	Psalms 131-133
	Ecclesiastes 7-8
	Zechariah 1-7
	I Peter 4-5

	47
	Acts 17-18
	Deuteronomy 16-19
	Ezra 6-10
	Psalms 134-136
	Ecclesiastes 9-10
	Zechariah 8-14
	II Peter

	48
	Acts 19-20
	Deuteronomy 20-22
	Nehemiah 1-4
	Psalms 137-139
	Ecclesiastes 11-12
	Malachi
	I John 1-3

	49
	Acts 21-22
	Deuteronomy 23-25
	Nehemiah 5-9
	Psalms 140-142
	Song of Solomon 1-2
	Revelation 1-6
	I John 4-5

	50
	Acts 23-24
	Deuteronomy 26-28
	Nehemiah 10-13
	Psalms 143-145
	Song of Solomon 3-4
	Revelation 7-11
	II John

	51
	Acts 25-26
	Deuteronomy 29-31
	Esther 1-5
	Psalms 146-148
	Song of Solomon 5-6
	Revelation 12-17
	III John

	52
	Acts 27-28
	Deuteronomy 32-34
	Esther 6-10
	Psalms 149-150
	Song of Solomon 7-8
	Revelation 18-22
	Jude
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Bible Reading Record  
Here you can record your Bible reading progress! 

 

Genesis 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

Exodus 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 

Leviticus 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Numbers 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 

Deuteronomy 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 

Joshua 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Judges 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Ruth 1 2 3 4 

1 Samuel 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

2 Samuel 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

1 Kings 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

2 Kings 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

1 Chronicles 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

2 Chronicles 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 

Ezra 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Nehemiah 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Esther 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Job 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 

Psalms 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 118 119 120 121 122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 133 134 135 136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 

Proverbs 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Ecclesiastes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Song Of Solomon 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Isaiah 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 

Jeremiah 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 

Lamentations 1 2 3 4 5 

Ezekiel 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 

Daniel 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Hosea 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Joel 1 2 3 

Amos 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Obadiah 1 

Jonah 1 2 3 4 

Micah 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Nahum 1 2 3 

Habakkuk 1 2 3 

Zephaniah 1 2 3 

Haggai 1 2 

Zechariah 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Malachi 1 2 3 4 

Matthew 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Mark 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Luke 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

John 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Acts 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Romans 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

1 Corinthians 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

2 Corinthians 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Galatians 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Ephesians 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Philippians 1 2 3 4 

Colossians 1 2 3 4 

1 Thessalonians 1 2 3 4 5 

2 Thessalonians 1 2 3 

1 Timothy 1 2 3 4 5 6 

2 Timothy 1 2 3 4 

Titus 1 2 3 

Philemon 1 

Hebrews 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

James 1 2 3 4 5 

1 Peter 1 2 3 4 5 

2 Peter 1 2 3 

1 John 1 2 3 4 5 

2 John 1 

3 John 1 

Jude 1 

Revelation 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

   The Bible contains 1189 chapters: 929 in the Old Testament and 260 in the New. Reading 3 chapters, each day and 5 chapters on Sundays will cover the entire Bible in one year. Follow some plan. Even one chapter each day will cover the New Testament in only 9 months. God's Word is alive. The more you expose yourself to it, the more it will expose itself to you. 

Appendix I:  “How to lead a person to Christ:”

(Billy Graham / Bill Bright four-step process)

Step one: God’s purpose, peace, and love. God wants you to experience peace and life abundantly and eternally (Romans 5:1, John 3:16, 10:10).

Step Two: Our problem: Separation. God created us in His own image to have abundant life. He did not make us robots to automatically love and obey Him but gave us the gift of free choice. Hence, we chose to disobey God on our own will, which resulted in our separation (Romans 3:23, 6:23).


Our attempts through the ages have failed to bridge the gap (Isaiah 59:2, Proverbs 14:12).


Step Three: God’s remedy: The cross. Jesus Christ is the only answer to this problem. He died on the cross, rose from the grave, and paid our penalty (I Timothy 2:5, I Peter 3:18, Romans 5:8).


Step Four: Our Response. To receive Christ, we must trust in Him by personal invitation (Revelation 3:20, John 1:12, Romans 10:9).


Then pray with the individual and make sure they receive discipling. And focus on the basics, which include prayer, scripture, devotional life, accountability, and discipleship.  


Priorities: We should see a church that is growing in Jesus Christ in three priorities:  


First, worship, praise and study (Philippians 3:10).  


Second, growing in a relationship with other believers and discipleship (Matthew 5:23, Proverbs 17:17).  


Third, reaching our friends, neighbors, and the world (Matthew 28, Genesis 12:1-3).

Blessings to you as you venture into the Word of God. More metals are available from Into Thy Word Ministries at www.intothyword.org 
Remember these resources are free for you! Most ministries only sell their materials, we feel we are doing what God has called us too, by going ahead and offering the best materials possible for free and seek support for doing so. There is no obligation, but please consider supporting our ministry if you are able to do so. As these materials have cost us a tremendous amount of time, effort and financial resources that have taken us years to develop for you! 

Feel free to pass this around to any pastor who is overseas or on the mission field who may need it! We also have several other “Pastors Training Packs” available in various languages on: “How to Study and Teach the Bible,” “How to Lead and Manage the Church” and many more. As a missions and discipleship organization, it is our call to train pastors and provide resources for Christians and Church leaders all over the world. They may print out any information we have posted, reproduce it, make the needed cultural changes and translate it. All we ask of you is to keep us in prayer, keep the name of our ministry and any copyright information on the resources, and tell other pastors what we have to offer. If anyone does translate any of our material, please let us know and give us a copy so we can make them available to others in their language and culture! 


If you are wondering about the theology at Into Thy Word, it is conservative and Biblical! We add nothing to the Word that is not there, nor do we read into it what is not there! We are conservative Reformed Evangelicals who hold to the inerrancy of the Bible! Please see our Statement of Faith on the About Channel. Most of our people are in the Reformed Churches while others are with Assemblies of God, Presbyterian, Calvary Chapel, nondenominational plus many more, we share a passion for the Word and a heart for pastors overseas! 

Blessings

Richard Krejcir

Into Thy Word Ministries

Phil. 1:6
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