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PROTECT YOUR HOME & FAMILY WITH SOLUTIONS THAT LAST A LIFETIME

Fast Estimates | Best Prices | Guaranteed Results

Foundation Repair Crawl Space Encapsulation

Mold RemovalBasement Waterproofing

*On select plans. Subject to credit approval. Ask for details. NMLS#1416362. Cannot be combined with other 
offers. New orders only. Terms & conditions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialist for details.

Best Prices. Best Financing Options. Guaranteed.
Call For A Free No-Obligation Quote Today!

Find Your Local Expert
828-417-3745

NOBODY DOES IT BETTER

The ‘58 Difference
If your home needs repairs, you want to know 

you’re going with the best. Best value, best 
service, best equipment and products and 
best results. That’s what you get with ‘58 

Foundations and Waterproofing. See how we 
stack up against the competition and then give 

us a call for a free estimate.

The fastest way 
to forget about it!

Radon Mitigation

NEW YEAR SAVINGS!

NO PAYMENTS, NO 
INTEREST UNTIL 2026*

*Up to 12%. Cannot be combined with other offers. New orders 
only. Terms & conditions apply. Ask your inspector for details. 
Offer expires 12/31/24.

Don’t miss your chance to save!

WASHINGTON – U.S. cities are grap-
pling with a quickly changing landscape
in how to respond to a worsening home-
lessness crisis, following a ground-
breaking Supreme Court decision in
June and ahead of Donald Trump’s re-
turn to the White House in January. 

Proponents of more punitive options
are feeling emboldened, as cities from
Phoenix in Arizona to Fort Lauderdale in
Florida step up enforcement even as
others such as Philadelphia and Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, eye new protec-
tions.

Known as the Grants Pass decision,
the June Supreme Court ruling gives lo-
cal officials new powers to criminalize
sleeping in public, even if adequate
shelter space is not available.

In the aftermath of the Grants Pass
decision and ahead of Trump’s second
administration that begins Jan. 20, in-
terest from local officials in anti-camp-
ing and related policies has skyrocket-
ed.

“I can’t think of a state that’s not in-
terested in working on this,” said Devon
M. Kurtz, public safety policy director
with the Cicero Institute, a conservative
think tank that has spearheaded anti-
camping laws in multiple states.

“The demand is infinite,” Kurtz said.
“I have quadrupled my team in the last
year, and I can’t keep up with the de-
mand.”

In Oklahoma City, city councilor Jo-
Beth Hamon said she was “nervous”
about the impact of the Supreme Court
ruling, even though the city has been
taking new steps in recent years to get
more homeless people into housing.

“I’ve heard from council members
that we also need a stick – punishment
or criminalization or accountability,”
Hamon told the Thomson Reuters Foun-
dation. 

In Rhode Island, municipalities have
introduced policies to fine or ticket
someone for sleeping outside on public
property, said Miguel Sanchez, a city

councilor in Providence.
While Providence’s mayor has not

planned to follow suit, Sanchez is seek-
ing more permanent safeguards, and in
November proposed barring such pen-
alties.

“This is a very bare minimum, but it
also adds an extra layer of protection,”
he said, noting such local actions are
taking on additional importance with
Trump’s reelection.

“All politics are local … and that senti-
ment will become all the more impor-
tant right now,” Sanchez said.

Trump’s transition team did not re-
spond to a request for comment, but
during the campaign he promised to
“use every tool, lever, and authority to
get the homeless off our streets.”

Since the Supreme Court’s decision,
more than 90 local bills have been
passed and 65 more are pending to pun-
ish people for sleeping outside, said Jes-
se Rabinowitz, campaign and commu-
nications director with the nonprofit
National Homelessness Law Center.

Twenty additional cities and states
have moved in the opposite direction,
saying they will not mete out such pun-
ishments.

“What we feared would happen is

happening across the country,” Rabino-
witz said. “Cities are moving very quick-
ly to pass laws that make homelessness
worse.”

Local control

U.S. homelessness surged following
the pandemic. It reached more than
more than 770,000 people in January
2024, up 18% from 2023, according to
the U.S. Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development.

Those numbers have worsened with
the end of pandemic-related aid but are
driven by a lack of affordable housing
across the country, exacerbated by ris-
ing inflation and stagnating wages.

The Grants Pass decision reversed a
lower court’s ruling that said local juris-
dictions were not allowed to ban sleep-
ing outdoors if they did not have enough
shelter beds available.

That earlier ruling had hamstrung lo-
cal governments’ response, said Ste-
phanie Martinez-Ruckman, a legislative
director with the National League of Cit-
ies, an umbrella group that filed a brief
in the Grants Pass case that was cited
extensively by the justices.

NLC, an organization focused on im-

proving urban quality of life, has said
that the best way to end homelessness
is to ensure that all individuals have ac-
cess to stable affordable housing –
meaning more affordable homes, mak-
ing land available for new housing de-
velopment and more. 

While cities and counties have in-
creasingly put their own money into ad-
dressing homelessness, the federal gov-
ernment continues to fund a major por-
tion of the response with some $3.5 bil-
lion spent last year.

Kurtz said past policies had been too
careful to not be coercive, while the real-
ity is that unsheltered homelessness is a
danger and health risk both for home-
less individuals and communities at
large.

Current federal officials urge re-
straint.

“During this time of change, it is im-
portant to focus on what matters most,
getting people off the streets,” said Jeff
Olivet, executive director of the U.S. In-
teragency Council on Homelessness.

“Criminalization of homelessness is
expensive, ineffective and inhumane,”
he said. “Instead of arrests and fines, we
need to prevent people from losing their
homes in the first place. True solutions
to homelessness are housing and ser-
vices like health care and mental health
treatment.”

Scott Turner, Trump’s pick to head
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, was a key figure during
Trump’s first administration in imple-
menting the “Opportunity Zones,” tax
incentives for private investment in
marginalized communities.

This background has sparked con-
cern that if Turner were to be confirmed
as housing secretary, he would prioritize
the private sector in addressing the
housing crisis.

Cities will still have options to push
back and define their approach accord-
ing to local voter needs and interests,
despite the Supreme Court decision and
fears the incoming administration will
take a punitive approach to address
homelessness.

Voters in St. Louis, Orleans Parish in
Louisiana and Charlotte in North Caroli-
na, among others, also backed mea-
sures to boost housing affordability.

US cities grapple with homelessness

City sanitation workers clear an encampment as workers help bring unhoused
people to interim housing on Sept. 26, 2024, as part of an “Inside Safe” operation
in Los Angeles. MARIO TAMA/GETTY IMAGES

Court ruling emboldens
calls for punitive policies

Carey L. Biron
Thomson Reuters Foundation

Factory activity in Asia, Europe and
the U.S. ended 2024 on a soft note as
expectations for the new year soured
amid growing trade risks from a second
Donald Trump presidency and China’s
fragile economic recovery.

A manufacturing slowdown in the
euro zone intensified last month, with
scant signs of a rebound anytime soon
as the bloc’s three largest economies –
Germany, France and Italy – remained
stuck in an industrial recession. 

Manufacturing purchasing man-
agers’ indexes for December from
across Asia published on Thursday
showed factory activity slowing in Chi-
na and South Korea although there
were some signs of a pickup in Taiwan
and Southeast Asia.

In the U.S., activity contracted for a
sixth straight month to wind up anoth-
er year of below-par production across
the factory sector.

President-elect Trump has pledged
to impose tariffs across the board, with
bigger barriers on imports from three
major trading partners – Mexico, Cana-
da and China. 

The Caixin/S&P Global manufactur-
ing PMI for China nudged down to 50.5
in December from 51.5 the previous
month, undershooting analysts’ fore-
casts and indicating activity grew only
modestly.

Gabriel Ng, assistant economist at
Capital Economics, said Beijing’s in-
creased policy support in late 2024 pro-
vided a near-term boost to growth,
which is likely to be seen in other fourth
quarter indicators.

“And this improvement should carry
over into early 2025,” Ng said. “But the
boost probably won’t last more than a
few quarters, with Trump likely to fol-
low through on his tariff threat before
long and persistent structural imbal-
ances still weighing on the economy.”

In Europe, HCOB’s euro zone manu-
facturing Purchasing Managers’ Index,
compiled by S&P Global, dipped to 45.1
in December, just under a preliminary

estimate and further below the 50 mark
separating growth from contraction,
where it has been since mid-2022.

“Output in the euro zone remained
under pressure at the end of 2024, held
back by a continued slide in new orders
in both the domestic market and in ex-
ports,” noted Claus Vistesen, chief euro
zone economist at Pantheon.

Factory activity in Germany fell
deeper into contraction territory last
month on sharper declines in output
and new orders while activity in France
declined at the fastest pace in more
than four years.

In Britain, outside the European
Union, factory activity shrank at the
quickest rate in 11 months and firms re-
duced staffing levels due to higher tax-
es and weak foreign demand.

Meanwhile, the S&P Global U.S.
Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’
Index fell to 49.4 in December from 49.7
in November, but it was up from the
‘flash’ reading of 48.3.

A separate reading on the U.S. fac-
tory sector from the Institute for Supply
Management will be released on Friday
and is also expected to show sluggish-
ness.

“U.S. factories reported a tough end
to 2024, and have scaled back their op-
timism for growth in the year ahead,”
Chris Williamson, Chief Business
Economist at S&P Global Market In-
telligence, said in a statement. 

Manufacturing slowed
worldwide at year’s end

India’s manufacturing activity grew at
its weakest pace for 2024, its PMI
showed. PRIYANSHU SINGH/REUTERS FILE

Trade outlook remains
uncertain as tariffs loom
REUTERS


