FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
March 30, 2025

WE ARE ONE CHRISTIAN FAMILY LED BY GOD’'S WORD AND THE
HOLY SPIRIT INTO LOVING SERVICE.
Our values are
Bible Based Preaching, Spiritual Growth, Great Commission (Go,
Make Disciples...)

PRELUDE
GREETING

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you
C: And also with you.

OPENING HYMN “Glory Be to Jesus” LIW/98
Glory be to Jesus, who in bitter pains
Poured for me the life blood from his sacred veins.

Grace and life eternal in that blood I find;
Blest be his compassion, infinitely kind.

Blest through endless ages be the precious stream
Which from endless torment did the world redeem.

Abel's blood for vengeance pleaded to the skies;
But the blood of Jesus for our pardon cries.

Oft as earth exulting wafts its praise on high,
Angel hosts rejoicing make their glad reply.

Lift we then our voices, swell the mighty flood;
Louder still and louder praise the precious blood.

INVOCATION

(ref. Matthew 18:20)
P: Inthe name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen




CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P:
C:

C:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. ¢z Jomn 1:8)
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (7.John 1:9)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. (ref. Ps 32:5)
C:

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I announce the
grace of God to you: your sin is forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. (Ref. Matt. 18:18; John 20:22-23)

Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE “Christ the Life of All the Living” LW 94 v1

Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Christ, yourself for me once giving to the darkest depths of woe:
Through your suff'ring, death, and merit Life eternal I inherit.
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, dearest Jesus, unto you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

oY Qv

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
Amen

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 12:1-6

In that day you will say: "I will praise you, O LORD. Although you were angry
with me, your anger has turned away and you have comforted me. 2 Surely
God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD, is my




strength and my song; he has become my salvation." 3 With joy you will draw
water from the wells of salvation. 4 In that day you will say: "Give thanks to
the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has
done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. 5 Sing to the LORD, for he has
done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. 6 Shout aloud and
sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you."

R: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are lost, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate." 20
Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in
the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was
pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who
believe. 22 Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23
but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is
wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's
strength.

R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15% chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord. ‘

Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. 2
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes
sinners and eats with them."” 3 Then Jesus told them this parable: ... 11
"There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father,
'Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between

- them. 13 "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off
for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After
he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country,
and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen

- of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his




stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him
anything. 17 "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's
hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set
out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son;
make me like one of your hired men.' 20 So he got up and went to his father.
"But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed
him. 21 "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22 "But the father
said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring
on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it.
Let's have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 25 "Meanwhile,
the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music
and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was
going on. 27 'Your brother has come,’ he replied, 'and your father has killed
the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 28 "The older
brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and
pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've
been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me
even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son
of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home,
you kill the fattened calf for him!' 31 "'My son,’ the father said, 'you are
always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate
and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found.™

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY "God loved the World So That He Gave" LIW352v1,2,5

God loved the world so that he gave His only Son the lost to save
That all who would in him believe should everlasting life receive.

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, who was made flesh and suffered

death;
All who confide in Christ alone are built on this chief cornerstone.




If you are sick, if death is near, this truth your troubled

heart can cheer:

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; that is the firmest ground of
faith.

SERMON
CONFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father Aimighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH - conduding with

P: Lord in your mercy...
C: Hear our prayer.

OFFERTORY

C: Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, And take not your Holy Spirit
From me. Restore to me The joy of your salvation and uphold me with
your free Spirit. ,

THE SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

PREFACE

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift your hearts and hands in praise
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P: Itis truly good, right, and helpful... evermore praising you and singing:




C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYERS AND THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

P: Our Lord on the night he was betrayed . . .

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

AGNUS DEI

C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

BENEDICTION ' (Numbers 6:24-26)

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen

CLOSING HYMN  “Oh, for a Thousand To‘ngues to Sing” LW 276 v1,2,6,7
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise,
The glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace!

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad the honors of your name.




See all our sins on Jesus laid; the Lamb has made us whole.
His soul was once an offering made for every human soul.

To God all glory, praise, and love be now and ever given
By saints below and saints above, the Church in earth and heaven.

Silent prayer
'ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE
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