FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
' April 26, 2026

WE ARE ONE CHRISTIAN FAMILY LED BY GOD’S WORD AND THE
HOLY SPIRIT INTO LOVING SERVICE.
Our values are
Bible Based Preaching, Spiritual Growth, Great Commission (Go,
Make Discibles...)

PRELUDE
GREETING

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you
C: And also with you.

OPENING HYMN T“Alleluia! Jesus is Risen” LSB 474

Alleluia! Jesus is risen!

Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever!

Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! Chorus

Walking the way, Christ in the center

Telling the story to open our eyes;

Breaking our bread, giving us glory:

Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise Chorus

Jesus the vine, we are the branches;

Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;

Heaven to earth, Christ to the people,

Gift of the future now flowing to me. Chorus

Weeping, be gone;sorrow, be silent:

Death put asunder, and Easter is bright.
Cherubim sing: 'O grave, be open!’

Clothe us in wonder, adron us in light. Chorus



City of God, Easter forever,

Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,

River of life, saints and archangels,

Sing with creation to God the I Am! Chorus

Chorus
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:
Give God the glory! Alleluia!

INVOCATION

P:
C:

(ref. Matthew 18:20)
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P:
C:

C:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (7 Jjoan 1:8)
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 JoAn 1:9)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. (ref. Ps 32:5)
C:

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.

‘We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I announce the
grace of God to you: your sin is forgiven in the name of the Father, and.of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. (Ref. Matt. 18:18; John 20:22-23)

Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE '“This is the Feast” LW page 182-183 (Rev.5:11-13)

P:

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

C*: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

whose blood set us free to be people of God.



Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor

and blessing and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all

creation: Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb
forever. Amen

This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was

slain has begun his reign. Alleluia, alleluia.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Letus pray...
C: Amen

FIRST LESSON Psalm 23:1-6 ESV

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2He makes me lie down in green
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. *He restores my soul. He leads me
in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. “Even though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your
rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
SSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall
dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 2:19-25

It is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering
because he is conscious of God. ?°But how is it to your credit if you receive a
beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and
you endure it, this is com-mendable before God. ?!To this you were called,
because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should
follow in his steps. ?*"He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his
mouth.” 2When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when
he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who
judges justly. 2*He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we



might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been
healed. ?°For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to
the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE (stand) (John 6:68)

C: Alleluia Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL  John 10:1-10

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 10t chapter.
People: Glory be to You, O Lord.

I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate,
but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3The watchman opens the
gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. *“When he has brought out all his own, he goes on
ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. *But
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because
they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” ®Jesus used this figure of speech,
but they did not understand what he was telling them. “Therefore Jesus said
again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 2All who ever came
before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. °I
am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and
go out, and find pasture. °The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



HYMN OF THE DAY “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” LSB 711

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need thy tender care;
In thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use thy folds prepare:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, thou hast bought us, thine we are;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, thou hast bought us, thine we are;

We are thine, do thou befriend us, be the Guardian of our way;
Keep thy flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear thy children when they pray;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear thy children when they pray.

You have promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be:
You have mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to You.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to You.

Early let us seek thy favor; early let us do thy will;

Blessed Lord and only Savior, with thy love our bosoms fill:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, thou hast loved us, love us still;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, thou hast loved us, love us still.

SERMON
CONFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH - concluding with

P: Lord in your mercy...
C: Hear our prayer.



OFFERTORY (Psalm 51:10-12)

C: Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, And take not your Holy Spirit
From me. Restore to me The joy of your salvation and uphold me with
your free Spirit.

THE SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

PREFACE

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift your hearts and hands in praise

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give him thanks and praise.

P: Itis truly good, right, and helpful... evermore praising you and singing:

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full

of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYERS AND THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P:

P:
C:

: Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Our Lord on the night he was betrayed . . .

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

AGNUS DEI

C:

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

C: Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev'ryone what he has done. Let all
who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. He recalls his
promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving.
Alleluia, alleluia.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

BENEDICTION (Numbers 6:24-26)

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen

CLOSING HYMN  “The King of Love My Shepherd” LW 412
The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine forever.

Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me
And on his shoulder gently laid and home rejoicing brought me.

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill with thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, thy cross before to guide me.

Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight from thy pure chalice floweth!

And so through all the length of days thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever.

Silent prayer

ANNOUNCEMENTS POSTLUDE
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