Glad Tidings

Zion Lutheran Church — A Joyous Oasis Sharing Life through Christ!
October 2026

Sunday, Orctober 11
About 12:00 P

Bappy Reformation Dap!
October 31



Operation Christmas ChildNational Collection Week 2026: November 16-23

Samaritan’s Purse sends gift-filled shoeboxes to children in need around the world, together
with the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

We at Zion have participated in this loving event for many years. There is information on
how and what to include in the narthex, along with a suggested note to include in your boxes, if
so desired.

Please bring your gift boxes to church by Sunday, November 22, when they will be blessed
before they are sent.
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Lani Sanders

Week 40 begins October 5 with Ezra 9
Week 41 begins October 12 with Nehemiah 11
Week 42 begins October 19 with Job 2
Week 43 begins October 26 with Job15
(For more information contact Lani Sanders.)
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Save the Daie/Petal Pushers

Tristina Rodriguez

Our scheduled date for helping with the Rose Parade floats this year is Monday, December
28th.

We have 30 spots available. Our session is 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
Everyone 13 years old and above may participate.

If you would like to join our group, please contact ZLYF Director Tristina Rodriguez at 760-
646-3224.
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ILYF Pumpkin Carving/Halloween Party

Tristina Rodriguez

Please join us on Saturday October 17th at 4:00 PM in the Zion Fellowship Hall for some fun
Halloween activities. There will be food, pumpkin carving, games etc.

This event is for students 6th through 12th grade. Costumes are optional. If wearing
costumes, they must be appropriate (not too revealing and not overly scary). Bring a friend and
come enjoy this special event.

Please contact ZLYF Director Tristina Rodriguez at 760-646-3224 to sign up. We need to
know who will be attending ahead of time to buy supplies.
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Donations Needed

Tristina Rodriguez

ZLYF will be having an Operation Christmas Child wrapping party on Saturday, November 14,
at 2:00 PM. We are asking for donations of shoeboxes and items to fill the shoeboxes. Let us
help you with the task of wrapping your items for a child in need. Start collecting items and
saving your shoeboxes now. For examples of what items to donate, check the Operation
Christmas Child website (https://www.samaritanspurse.org/) or pick up a flyer at church.
Donations will be accepted until Saturday, November 14th. Drop off your items at church in the

narthex or in the school office. Questions contact Tristina Rodriguez ZLYF Director 760-646-
3224.



PASTOR'S

MESSAGE
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I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the gospel the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “"The righteous shall live by faith.” - Ro. 1:16-17

Blessed October!
Here in October, we celebrate and commemorate the Reformation: that time, 509 years ago,
when God restored the Gospel to the heart of the Church. That is, the good news that we are

‘saved’ not because of the righteous things we do, but because of God’s grace. (cf. 1 John 4:9-10;
Titus 3:5-7)

God'’s instrument in this restoration of the Gospel was Martin Luther, a faithful, obedient and
dedicated monk in the Roman Church. Luther ordered his life according to the teaching of the
Roman Church and he did his best to live a righteous life. But Luther was tormented by his
failures. Based on what he’d been taught, Luther pursued a rigorous life of penance, fasting, and
self-discipline all in the hope of meriting God’s favor but, in the end, he found only a tremendous
sense of fear and guilt. Luther, reflecting on his journey, writes: “The prevailing teaching of the
Church was “infused grace,” or the grace God puts in the sinner so that he might become
righteous. The Christian life and faith was thus heavily focused upon obedience and behavior; it
was a “gradual healing process” in which the sinner “starts to become” righteous as “"God
creates a new will in man so that he begins to fulfill the Law.” (Luther)

Luther’s theological breakthrough came as he studied Paul’s letter to the Romans. In his
study he was struck by Romans 1:16-17. In this passage Paul writes: “In the gospel the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by
faith” (vi7). In this passage Luther came to understand that the ‘righteousness
of God’ was a tangible gift of God, not merely a process we engage in. (cf. Romans 4:22-5:2; Romans
5:9-10) Through his study of Scripture Luther discovered that the gift of faith, worked by the Holy
Spirit (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:1-3; Luther: Explanation of the Third Article), iS the placing of one’s trust in God’s
promise (cf. Ephesians 2:8-9). Through this gift of faith God imputes/gives/gifts the Righteousness of
Jesus to the believer (cf. Luther: ‘Alien Righteousness’). This ‘righteousness’ is not a standard by which
God judges us, but God’s gift to those who trust him. A gift that is freely given to all who trust
Jesus. From this faith, then, flows a life that endeavors to honor God. Being gifted with the
Righteousness means that when God sees us, He sees he perfect Righteousness of Jesus and not
our failures. Truly, we are saved by Grace, through Faith, for Jesus’ sake alone!

Once Luther came to this discovery, everything changed. Luther writes: "When I discovered
[this good news] ...the doors of paradise swung open.” Then, in his continuing study of Scripture,
Luther discovered that this ‘Gospel message’ was found throughout Scripture (cf. 1saiah 53:4-6;
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Colossians 1:21-22; Romans 5:10-11; Ephesians 2:1-5) and it became the motivating force of
the Reformation. As we sing: ‘My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and
righteousness; No merit of my own I claim but wholly lean on Jesus' name. On Christ, the solid
rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.” (Lw 368) Thanks be to God!

Pastor Busch



you have
been saved
through
FAITH ...

it is the gift

of Ephesians 2:8, NRSV

Save the Date!

NIERE-
DARS:

ILYF Nerf Battle and Operation Christmas Child Wrapping Party

Tristina Rodriguez

The ZLYF annual Nerf Battle will be Saturday, November 14, at 2:00 PM. You may bring your
own Nerf shooter or we will have some available for you to use. Ammo will be provided. We will
also enjoy some snacks.

This year we will host an Operation Christmas Child wrapping party alongside our Nerf Battle.
Part of our time together will be play time, and part of our time together we will spend wrapping
and filling shoe boxes for children in need.

You may bring your own shoebox to wrap, or you may just wrap one that has been donated
by members of our congregation. We will also be asking for donations of items to fill our shoe
boxes. Come enjoy this special opportunity with us. This event is for 6% through 12t grade
students only. However, anyone from the congregation may donate items to fill a shoebox or
donate used shoeboxes for us to fill. You may also ask friends and family to donate items.
Questions? Contact Tristina Rodriguez ZLYF Director 760-646-3224.
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Services or items needed or available
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Revocable Living Trust Template
Diana Santini, RHIA
(909) 240-4907

trustsantini@gmail.com
11931 Autumn Wind Lane
Victorville, CA 92392

>

Revocable Trust Includes

» Pour Over Will » Amendment to Trust
» Certification of Trust Form
> Abstract of Trust » Codicil of Last Will
& Testament Form

» Power of Attorney — ;
» Advanced Healthcare x Fma TAngomen
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Directive

» Successor Trustee

Grant Deed Documents Guidélines

Trust Asset Forms
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» Glossary of Terms

>

(€7

Personal Effects Form
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Kristina McCormack

The teachers and students are fully in the routine of school and we are enjoying being able to
share God’s love every day! In September, we had a day off for Labor Day, picture day and
Kindness Week. We talked about ways to show God through our kindness to people all around
us.

In the beginning of October, we will finish our first quarter of school and have Fall Break the
week of the 12th. When we come back to school, we will have our yearly ITBS testing and
Parent/Teacher conferences. The teachers will have their first staff meeting on the 30th and the
students will have an early release day.

If you know anyone looking for a Christ-centered education, please have them call the school
office at 760-243-3074.

Preschool News

Rosemarie Carrizosa

Hi again from our preschool here at Zion.

The fall season has officially started, and as we begin to see cooler weather, we will discuss
the season of fall and harvest.

We look forward to looking inside of pumpkins, and talking about jack-o’-lanterns and how
God's light shines through us.

Fire Prevention week is October 5-9. We enjoy a fire truck coming to visit, and learning
more about fire safety.

We look forward to enjoying this season that God has given to us.

We continue to grow in God's Love.

Thank you for your continued support and prayers.



Zion Family Adventures with Flat Jesus

ZLYF Bowling



Parents are the primary shapers of faith and life in their children... ~ Ben Freudenburg

When I was young, I used to laugh about people reading obituaries every day. Then, when I
started teaching at the college, I realized I needed to, too: someone’s husband died, and
because I didn’t know, I said something I would have said very differently had I known. So, I
started skimming the obits daily...which led into reading them daily...which led into realizing how
special and unique every single person is. Everyone has a story, and it is a story worth hearing!

Many folks will reply with something along the lines of, "My life is so ordinary. It's boring.”

Dr. Roger Sonnenberg had an exercise he worked into many of his classes: Life as a River.
We drew the river as we were responding to the prompts. I found it difficult, but I realized so
many things I'd never really recognized about my own life. Here is the exercise:

Imagine life as a river

Beginning (from lake? spring?)
Tributaries (feed into your life)
Changes that have occurred

What happened to cause change

Speed of water
Depth of water

Where were there boulders and obstacles, and what were they?

What places is water poured or drained out to help others, for the benefit of others

Mouth of the river—what does it look like? What does that mean to you?

Where is deep, wide, turbulent, quiet?

Where can you see God working? God’'s grace?

Recently I've seen several articles about sharing our stories by companies who will develop
stories of people’s lives. In the descriptions of what they do and why, it is usually mentioned
that everyone is influenced, whether directly or indirectly, whether knowingly or unknowingly, by
our families’ lives. They provide the prompt questions about our lives, then the company will
turn our responses, together with pictures we send, into a keepsake book.

I can’t help but wish I knew the responses my own parents would have given to some of
these questions---questions I never thought to ask them when I could have. I also can't help
but think about my own answers to some of the questions as I read them, which has been both
nostalgic and enlightening, as the hindsight has helped me see God’s hand where I hadn't
recognized it before.

The questions are very diverse. I'll close with a sample of the questions for your thoughts or
discussions...

e What values would you like to pass down to the younger generations of your family?

e What would you tell your 20-year-old self?

¢ What was the main form of entertainment in your family when you were a kid (board

games, listening to the radio, playing music/singing, reading books, putting on shows,
etc.)?

¢ What is the most memorable gift you have ever received? Given?

e What lessons(s) do you most recall learning from your parents? Grandparents?



—PRAYER LIST—

Lani Sanders

Please remember...
...Amy Knapp, recovering from a biopsy...
...Jiovanni Rodrigues, recovering from a fall...
...Joann Asta, recovering at home after hospitalization...
...Cindy Walker, recovering at home following hospitalizations...
...Lerma Bockhorn, recovering from hospitalization...
...Becky, Theo Gierloff's daughter, recovering from cervical spine surgery...
...Lisa Reimers, recovering from wrist surgery...
...Linda Seidenglanz, recovering from knee surgery...
...Louis, son of Joann Asta, recovering at home...
...Cozelle (M’Less Tripple’s mother), on hospice care, asking for comfort...
...strength, comfort and peace for our caregivers...
...all those in harm’s way due to armed conflicts,,,

Let us offer Praise and Thanksgiving that Delorah Gothard (former member) is home and
recovering...

The 1% Solution

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Lifelong discipleship starts today! Will you dedicate just 1% of your time to the spiritual welfare of
you and your family?

1% in the Word and Prayer
= 14 minutes every day
Each day we live is a gift from the Lord, and He gives each of us the same amount of each day: 1,440

minutes. Will you use 14 of those minutes—just 1 % of the time the Lord has given you each day—to
read the Bible and pray?

1% in Worship = 1 hour every week
If you get the full 8 hours of sleep the doctor recommends each night, that leaves 112 waking hours
per week. Will you spend just 1% of those hours to come to church each week and worship the Lord?



14 minutes 1 hour
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Lani Sanders

Circles of Friends are close small group faith families forming friendships to support and
encourage faith in each other’s lives. Sign-up now!

The Community Service Board will be collecting food and hygiene items for the FAM Spot.
They are in need of canned or boxed food that is easy for the kids to prepare, such as:
Spaghetti O’s, Ravioli, Mac n’ Cheese, Ramen etc. Please place your donations in one of
the collection baskets in the narthex. Thank you!

Check out the inspirational books available in the meeting room. The book table is a take
a book, borrow a book, or donate a book table. Check it out!

Support Zion Lutheran Church’s mission—Zion Lutheran School. Adopt a class to faithfully
pray for during the school year. Pick up your class list in the narthex now.

We're looking for families to host our Coffee Time on the first Sunday of each month. Set up
(coffee would be prepared), provide a simple treat, and help clean up afterwards. Please
consider signing up for a Sunday.

Our Sunday School is in need of a nursery/kindergarten teacher and a Director. If you feel
called to serve our Sunday School, please talk with Pastor Busch or Don Hays for information...

Whenever you purchase Scrip you are contributing to our school. Use it when you go
shopping or dining. Scrip is on sale in the office during the week.



The entire Christian life is one of repentance.

Luther’s 95 Theses begins: “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent’ (Matt. 4:17), he willed the
entire life of believers to be one of repentance.” Christians are to daily die to the old Adam, their sinful nature.
The focus is not on our dying or on our old Adam (sin). The focus is on the promise of resurrection in Jesus
Christ. He is our life. He is our hope. He is our joy. Repentance is a turning away from self to Jesus. In Him are
life and light. In Him are salvation and forgiveness. In Him is eternal life. Repent. You are His. Through
Baptism. And this is true every day.
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e are celebrating Reformation
on Sundap, Orctober 24
Pe are celebrating All Saints Day
On Sundap, November 1

Contributors: Glad Tidings is a monthly publication.

Pastor Lewis Busch Suitable articles are welcome, and will be printed
Rosemarie C_amzosa as space permits. Type in plain Times New Roman
Au.ro_ra Martinez 12 pt. font, save as a Word document (not Google Doc,
Kristina McCormack PDF, etc.), attach to an email addressed to

Charlene Perry fmlsndrs@aol.com, subject Glad

Tristina Rodriguez Tidings. Articles are subject to editing for clarity

Lani Sanders and length. The deadline is the 20t of each month.
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Sharing life in Christ is

ZLYF!

Tristina Rodriguez

MEETINGS:
Every Sunday during Sunday School at 10:30 AM

ACTIVITIES:
October 17, 2026 — Pumpkin Carving/Halloween Party at 4:00 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS:
November 14, 2026 — Nerf Battle and Operation Christmas Child Wrapping Party at 2:00 PM

December 28, 202 6— Petal Pushers 8 AM — 4 PM shift
July 3-7, 2028 — LCMS National Youth Gathering in San Antonio, TX
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