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Uniting the Caribbean & Its Diaspora
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Dear Potential Sponsor,

We invite you to partner with CommUnity of the Deaf, Inc. (CUD) for our Annual Social Awareness Gala in 

January 2026 at Gwinnett Environmental & Heritage Center. This signature event will unite the Caribbean and 

its diaspora, honor leaders through the Caribbean Leadership & Achievement Awards, and raise vital funds 

for our Education Initiatives and Scholarship Fund, supporting underprivileged and disabled Deaf children in 

the Caribbean. CUD is a nonprofit committed to empowering Deaf and Hard of Hearing individuals through 

education, advocacy, and community programs. Our mission extends beyond the U.S., fostering inclusion, 

promoting Deaf rights, and creating opportunities for success across borders.

Your sponsorship will provide brand visibility across event promotions and media while aligning your company 

with diversity, equity, and inclusion leadership. Most importantly, it will help fund programs and scholarships 

that transform lives and strengthen communities. We would be honored to welcome you as a partner in this 

important mission.

With appreciation,

CommUnity of the Deaf, Inc.

585-360-0377| info@unityofthedeaf.org

SPONSORSHIP LETTER

www.unityofthedeaf.org
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ABOUT COMMUNITY OF THE DEAF, INC. (CUD)

CommUnity of the Deaf, Inc. (CUD) is a disability-led nonprofit empowering the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

through education, advocacy, and support services. Our mission reaches beyond the U.S. to the Caribbean 

and its diaspora—bridging communication gaps, promoting Deaf rights, and creating inclusive opportunities.

Through scholarships, leadership programs, and cultural initiatives, we unite communities, celebrate 

achievements, and amplify voices often unheard—strengthening bonds across the Caribbean and the world.
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ABOUT THE GALA

HIGHLIGHTS

• Disability-led event uniting the Caribbean and its 

diaspora

• Networking, keynote speeches, live 

entertainment, and gourmet dinner

• Awards ceremony recognizing Caribbean leaders 

& achievers in inclusion and cultural impact

• Fully accessible with sign language interpretation

• Opportunities for cultural exchange and business 

visibility

DATE & TIME: SATURDAY, JANUARY 24th, 2026 | 6:00 PM – 11:00 PM 

VENUE: GWINNETT ENVIRONMENTAL & HERITAGE CENTER

IMPACT

• Supports education initiatives & 

scholarships for underprivileged Deaf and 

disabled children in the Caribbean and 

diaspora

• Sponsors gain brand exposure, community 

recognition, and alignment with disability 

inclusion and cultural empowerment
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GOALS:

• Support a disability-led organization 

empowering Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

communities in the U.S., Caribbean, and 

diaspora.

• Unite the Caribbean and its diaspora 

through a celebratory gala.

• Honor Caribbean leaders and achievers 

with awards.

• Provide sponsors with strong brand visibility 

tied to positive social impact.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

www.unityofthedeaf.org

OBJECTIVES:

• Showcase sponsor commitment to diversity, 

equity, and inclusion.

• Promote Caribbean culture and leadership 

globally.

• Fund scholarships for underprivileged 

disabled and Deaf children.

• Build lasting partnerships with community 

leaders and advocates.

• Boost sponsor recognition through media, 

events, and networking.
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WHY YOU SHOULD SPONSOR US?

Support a disability-led cause empowering 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing individuals in 

the Caribbean, its diaspora, and beyond.

Unite the Caribbean community through a 

gala that celebrates culture, connection, 

and shared achievement.

Honor excellence with awards recognizing 

Caribbean leaders, entrepreneurs, and 

change makers.

Amplify your brand via high-visibility 

promotion across media, event materials, 

and community networks.

Showcase your commitment to diversity, 

equity, and inclusion on a global stage.

Leave a lasting impact by funding 

education, scholarships, and accessibility 

initiatives.
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Celebrating Caribbean Excellence, Disability Inclusion, and Global Allyship

www.unityofthedeaf.org

• Premier logo placement on stage backdrop, red carpet step-and-repeat, and award presentation screens.

• Recognition in all press releases, national and Caribbean media outreach.

• 10-minute speaking opportunity during the gala to share your organization’s message.

• Premium exhibitor space for networking with leaders, influencers, and Caribbean diaspora attendees.

• Full-page ad in the gala program booklet.

• Featured article & video spotlight on CUD’s website and social media channels.

• Logo inclusion in all printed and digital event materials, email marketing, and Caribbean diaspora outreach 

campaigns.

• 8 VIP tickets with premium reserved seating.

• Recognition as Presenting Sponsor in the Caribbean Leaders Awards segment.

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE

$5,000+
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Celebrating Caribbean Excellence, Disability Inclusion, and Global Allyship

www.unityofthedeaf.org

• Logo placement on promotional materials and award presentation backdrops.

• Acknowledgment during opening and closing ceremonies.

• Half-page ad in the gala program booklet.

• 6 VIP tickets with reserved seating.

• Social media feature highlighting your company’s role in supporting disability inclusion and Caribbean 

community leadership.

• Recognition in sponsor spotlight posts across CUD platforms.

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE

$3,500+
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• Name/logo placement in event 

promotions & digital media.

• Quarter-page ad in the gala program 

booklet.

• Featured as a Key Supporter on the 

CUD website.

• Recognition in event announcements, 

newsletters, and post-event recap 

videos.

• 4 VIP tickets with reserved seating.

$2,500+

COMMUNITY PARTNER

$1,500+

• Logo placement on select event 

materials.

• Acknowledgment during sponsor 

appreciation segment.

• 2 VIP tickets with reserved seating.

• Mention in CUD’s Community Ally 

Directory online and in print.
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• Name/logo inclusion in printed event 

materials and CUD website sponsor list.

• Social media thank-you post 

recognizing your support.

$500+

HONOR PAGE MENTION

$150+

• Your name or business listed on the 

“Community Allies” page in the gala 

program booklet.
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AUDIENCE RESEARCH

DEMOGRAPHIC:

• Ages 30–65, 
professionals, 
entrepreneurs, and 
leaders.

• Middle/high-income 
with interest in 
philanthropy and 
culture.

GEOGRAPHIC:

• U.S. states with 
large Caribbean 
populations + key 
Caribbean nations.

• Diaspora hubs in 
Canada, UK, and 
Greater 
Atlanta/Southeast 
U.S. locals.

PSYCHOGRAPHICS:

• Value heritage, 
inclusion, and 
community impact.

• Active in cultural 
events and 
motivated by 
recognition.

BEHAVIORAL:

• Attend 
galas/festivals and 
support diversity 
causes.

• Engage with 
culturally authentic, 
advocacy-driven 
brands.
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BENEFITS OF SPONSORSHIP

• STRONG BRAND VISIBILITY: Prominent placement across our website, social media, press releases, 

event program, and stage displays.

• POSITIVE SOCIAL IMPACT: Show your commitment to accessibility, education, and opportunities for Deaf 

and Hard of Hearing individuals, especially in underserved Caribbean communities.

• POWERFUL NETWORKING: Engage directly with Caribbean leaders, influencers, and community 

stakeholders.

• RECOGNITION AS AN ALLY: Be celebrated as a leader in inclusion, diversity, and cross-cultural unity.

• MEDIA EXPOSURE: Gain coverage in press, social media spotlights, and red-carpet features.

• VIP ENGAGEMENT: Enjoy premium seating, networking, and potential speaking opportunities.

• LASTING LEGACY: Your sponsorship funds programs that empower and inspire future generations.
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MARKETING & PROMOTIONAL STRATEGIES

CELEBRATE CARIBBEAN LEADERSHIP –

Position the Gala as the top event uniting the 

Caribbean and diaspora, spotlighting award winners’ 

stories in press, social media, and video teasers.

HIGHLIGHT DISABILITY-LED IMPACT –

Showcase CUD’s unique identity with testimonials, 

behind-the-scenes videos, and stories linking 

sponsors to real change.

MULTI-CHANNEL CAMPAIGN – Use press 

releases, email marketing, and social media 

storytelling featuring Deaf communities in the U.S. 

and Caribbean with sponsor branding.

CULTURAL MEDIA PARTNERSHIPS – Partner 

with Caribbean media, diaspora influencers, and 

cultural groups for extended reach and cultural 

connection.

AWARD RECOGNITION FOR SPONSORS –

Feature sponsors in all award moments, positioning 

them as champions of leadership and inclusion.

PRE-EVENT NETWORKING – Host exclusive 

sponsor meet-and-greet events or virtual sessions 

to build connections before the Gala.
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BUDGET ESTIMATES

CATEGORY DESCRIPTION COST (USD)

Venue & Catering
Rental & catering at Gwinnett Environmental & Heritage 

Center
$8,250

Entertainment & 

Interpreters

Live music, Caribbean performances, Deaf artists, 

interpreters
$5,150

Awards & Recognition Plaques, certificates for honorees $800

Branding & Materials Step-and-repeat, banners, printed programs $2,000

Audio-Visual Sound, lighting, projection, livestream $1,480

Marketing Press releases, flyers, social media, diaspora media $1,200

Staffing & Accessibility Coordinators, ushers, aides, security $1,000

Miscellaneous Décor, photography, permits, contingency $800

TOTAL $20,680
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MEET OUR TEAM

NAME TITLE / ROLE CUD GALA RESPONSIBILITY

Leonid Johnson
President & CEO –

CommUnity of the Deaf, Inc.

CUD Gala Leader – Oversees event vision and 

execution

Peter George Smith
Management & Business 

Development Consultant

CUD Event Planning Committee Chair – Coordinates 

logistics

Andrew Sharpe Chairman – ACF
CUD Gala Finance Leader – Manages budget and 

sponsorship funds

Rian Gayle
Disability Service Director –

WOU

CUD Gala Sponsorship Coordinator – Secures 

sponsor partnerships

Ian Dhanoolal Founder – D.E.A.F
CUD Gala Marketing & Promotion Team – Leads 

outreach efforts

Dominique McIntyre CUD Board Member
CUD Gala Program Manager – Oversees program 

flow & scheduling
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CONTACT INFO

+1 (585) 360-0377

www.unityofthedeaf.org

P.O. Box 244, 2030 Buford Hwy, GA 
30515, USA

info@unityofthedeaf.org

www.unityofthedeaf.org
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THANK YOU

www.unityofthedeaf.org


