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Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Reverend John Foster Ph.D., Senior Pastor 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 1, 2024 
10:00AM 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

The Prelude                                                                     Bro. Kelvin Thompson 

  

• The Doxology                                                                               #647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

 

* The Call to Worship                     

Minister:  While we were yet sinners, Jesus came at the right time, after forty two generations. 
  

People:    During this Advent season the whole church, the Body of Christ, looks forward to the second coming of the  
                 promised Messiah, Jesus, our Lord. 
  

Minister: God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth to announce to the virgin Mary that she had found favor  
                with God.  Her cousin, Elizabeth, said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of   
                your womb.” (Lk. 1:42) 
  

People:    As the Word made flesh, Jesus came to an unprepared people in an unprepared place. 
  

Minister: We remember our Savior’s humble and 0bscure entry into our world. 
  

All:          O God, we remember your love for your creation and thank you for Jesus, your only begotten Son. 

  

The Hymn of Praise                                        AME Hymn #122 — Go Tell It On The Mountain 
 
         ~REFRAIN~ Go, Tell It on the mountain, Over the hills and every where; Go, tell it on the mountain, That Jesus Christ is born. 

1. While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks be night, Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light 

~REFRAIN~ 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled When lo! Above the earth Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth. 

~REFRAIN~ 

3. Down in a lowly manger Our humble Christ was born, And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn. 

         ~REFRAIN~ 

 
The Invocation 

 

Worship Through Music                                                                           Big Bethel Mass Choir 
 
The Responsive Scripture……………………………………………………………1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13 
 
Minister: 9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because  
                  of you? 
  

People: 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in  
                your faith. 
 

Minister: 11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 
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The Responsive Scripture (Continued)........………………………………………1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13 
 
People: 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for  
                  you. 
  

All :        13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the  
                   coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  
 
 

*Preface to the Decalogue                                                          (in the tune of #258) 
“From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise; let the  

Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue.” 

*Summary of the Decalogue   

Hear what Christ our Savior said: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all  your soul, and 

with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it: You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets”. 
 

 

 

Gloria Patri                                                                                   AME Hymn #627 

Lighting of the Advent Candle—Hope                         Sisters Mary Ann  & Jessica Rose Foster 

 

The Choral Response:                                                                                                    Ame Hymn #102 
                                         O come, O come Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel.   

                                        That mourns in lonely exile here; Until the Son of God appear.   

                                             Rejoice, Rejoice Emmanuel Shall come to thee , O Israel.                                               
                                                                                   

Welcome to Big Bethel                                  The Philippian Ministry          
 

The Pastor’s Words  

 

Worship Through Music                                                                                            Big Bethel Mass Choir 

 

 
The Sermon                                                                                 Pastor John Foster 

                                     

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  

 

The Christian Stewardship Reading                                                                                                Matthew 6:33 

      33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF SALVATION 

Dear Lord, I recognize that I am a sinner. Lord, I am sorry for my sins, and I am ready to change my life. I accept 

your forgiveness. I confess with my mouth that you are Lord, and I believe in my heart that God raised you from 

the dead; therefore, according to the word I am saved. The Bible says “if any person be in Christ he or she is a 

new creation, the old is passed away and behold all things become new.” Lord, I thank you for my salvation. 

**Visitors may register their attendance online on  
the Big Bethel Guest   Registration Form.    

Thank You for worshipping with us and feel free to come again!!!! 
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The Worship through Giving:  tithes & offering  

 The Choral Response 

     All things come of Thee O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee.  Amen 
 

 

 

 The Holy Communion 

 

THE GENERAL CONFESSION 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all people, we acknowledge and bewail 

our manifold sin and wickedness which we from time to time most grievously have committed by thought, word and 

deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly   

repent and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy  

upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father for Your Son our Lord Jesus Christ ’s sake; forgive us all that is 

past, and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

†The Benediction    

SERVING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP EXPERIENCE 

Acolytes Stewards   Stewards Dr. Stanley Pritchett & Dr. Chris Parker 

Choir Big Bethel Mass Choir—Nathaniel Fisher, Jr. Trustees  Floyd Baxter 

Philippians Racquel Battle  Ushers Usherette Ministry #2 

Stewardesses 
R.T. Bussey & Eva Watson Stewardess Ministry 

Daphne Stowe & Teresa Robinson AV Ministry Phyllis Smiley & Brandon Collins 

Finance Team |  J. Patterson, L. Williams, O. Alston, T. Jones 

Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Bishop Michael Leon Mitchell, Presiding Prelate, 6th Episcopal District 

Mrs. Cordelia Daniel Mitchell, Episcopal Supervisor, 6th Episcopal District 

The Reverend Kimberly McMichael, Presiding Elder, North Atlanta District 

The Reverend John Foster Ph.D., Senior Pastor 
 Special Assistant to the Senior Pastor 

The Reverend Monica Jones Ph.D., Director of Christian Education & Chaplain for Big Bethel Village  

Reverend Jessica Buford, Thrive College & Young Adult Ministry Director 

Bro. Nathaniel Fisher Jr., Minister of Worship & Arts  

 The Right Reverend Frank C. Cummings, 

The Reverend George Davis,  

 The Reverend Bessie Donaldson,  

The Reverend Betty Miley,   

The Reverend Evelyn Jones, 

The Reverend Charmain Purvis,  

Bro. 

 

The Reverend John Foster, Ph.D., 
The Reverend Shrala Askins, 

The Reverend Wilbert Hobbs,  

The Reverend Ali Holness-Roland,  

The Reverend Monica Jones Ph.D., 
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 WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
1st Sunday of 

Advent 

First  

reading 

Psalm Second  

reading 

Gospel 

 December 1, 2024 Jeremiah 33:14- Psalm 25:1-10 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 Luke 21:25-36 

 

Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our prayers & calls. 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=49
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=49
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=95
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=95
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=95
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=95
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Stanley Pritchett Jr.  

Zalaysia Franklin 

Justiss Wooten 

Zhivago Mackey 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

1  8:45AM Virtual New Members  
10:00AM Worship Service (S) 
10:00  YOUTH CHURCH 

  

2    
 

3   

WEM Bible Study  7PM 
Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 
 

4  
12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual 

Study-1-202-9261123 Code: 673604

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 772576#

  

8     8:30 AM Virtual Sunday School - 
    (712) 778-8972, Code 440772# 
8:45AM Virtual New Members 
10:00 AM Worship  Service(S)  
  2:00 PM Next Shift (S)        
 

9    

 

10  

WEM Bible Study  7PM 
Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 
6:30PM Virtual CS & F Meeting  

11   
12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual 

Study-1-202-9261123 Code: 673604

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 772576#

 

  

15   8:30AM Virtual Church School  

8:45AM Virtual New Members  
10:00AM Worship Service (S) 
10:00  YOUTH CHURCH 

 

16       17    

WEM Bible Study  7PM 
Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 
 

18     
12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual 

Study-1-202-9261123 Code: 673604

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 772576#

  

22  8:30AM Virtual Church School  

8:45AM Virtual New Members  

10:00AM Worship Service (S) 

 

 
 

 

23  24  

   

WEM Bible Study  7PM 
Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 
6:30PM Virtual CS & F Meeting  

25  

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual 

Study-1-202-9261123 Code: 673604

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 772576#
 

29  8:30AM Virtual Church School  

10:00AM Worship Service (S) 

 

30   31  
 

WEM Bible Study  7PM 
Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

       

10:00PM—
12:00AM 
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual Bible 

9261123 Code: 673604 

5512, Code 772576# 

  

5    6   7   
8:00AM Virtual Love Feast 
9:00AM Ministerial Staff Mtg 
 12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   
 

 

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual Bible 

9261123 Code: 673604 

5512, Code 772576# 

 

  

12   
  

13   
 

14  
9:00AM-11:00AM Virtual Steward Board   

                              Meeting  

12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   
 

 

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual Bible 

9261123 Code: 673604 

5512, Code 772576# 

19     

 
ROBERT MASON, JR.  
   CANDLELIGHT  
     MEMORIAL  

20   
 

    
  

  

  

  

21  

12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   
 

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual Bible 

9261123 Code: 673604 

5512, Code 772576# 

26  

 
 
 
 

27   28  
 

10:00 AM-11:00AM Edge-Cannon Lay  

                                 Organization (RM) 

 

   

    

4:00 PM-THBB Team Dinner 

Drop-off   hosted by  
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