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Welcome to Big Bethel AME Church • Atlanta   

10:00AM Worship Service 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2022 

Bro. Keith Halford (Air Force) Worship Leader 

 

The Organ Prelude                                                                                                          Bro. Phillip Skerrett, Jr. 

The  Presentation of Colors.…………………..……..……………………….…..….Bro. Antar Donaldson (Army) 
                                                                                                                                    Bro. Chris H. Adams (Marines) 
 
The Singing of the National Anthem…………….……….……………….……………...Bro. William Davis (Army) 

A.M.E. Hymn # 570—O Say, Can You See (The Star-Spangled Banner) 

The March Out……………………………..……………………..……………..…..……..Bro. Antar Donaldson (Army) 

                                                                                                                Bro. Christopher Henry Adams (Marines) 

The Doxology…………..…………………….…………………….……..…………………….……….A.M.E. Hymn No. 647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Him above ye  heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

The Call to Worship………………………………………………....…………..….Bro. Keith Halford (Air Force) 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to God for the land of our birth with all its chartered liberties. For all the wonder 
  of our country’s story:  

People:  WE GIVE YOU THANKS, O GOD.  

Leader:  For leaders in nation and state, and for those who in days past and in these present times have  

  labored for the commonwealth:  

People:  WE GIVE YOU THANKS, O GOD. 

Leader:  For those who in all times and places have been true and brave, and in the world’s common ways 
  have lived upright lives and ministered to their fellows: 

People:  WE GIVE YOU THANKS, O GOD.  

Leader:  For those who served their country in its hour of need, and especially for those who gave even 
  their lives in that service:  

People:  WE GIVE YOU THANKS, O GOD.  

ALL:   O almighty God and most merciful Father, as we honor these your servants, remembering with  
  gratitude their courage and strength, we hold before you those who celebrate them. Look upon 

  your servants with your mercy.  As this day brings them memories of those they have served, may 

  it also bring your joy and assurance that their loved ones are alive now and forever in your living  

  presence.   

 

The Hymn of Praise……………………..……………………………...……AME Hymnal #576 We Gather Together 

1.   We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; He chastens and hastens His will to make known; the wicked       

      oppressing now cease from distressing; sing praises to His Name, He forgets not His own. 

  

2.   Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, Ordaining, maintaining His kingdom divine; so from the beginning  

      the fight we were winning: Thou, Lord wast at our side--the glory be Thine! 

  

3.   We all do extol Thee, Thou leader in battle, and pray that Thou still our defender wilt be.  Let Thy congregation  

      escape tribulation; Thy name be ever praised; O Lord, make us free!  

 

The Invocation……………..……………………………………..………….................Bro. Keith  Burnett (Marines)             
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The Worship Through Music…………………..…………………………......……….Johnson-Schofield Male Choir 

 

The Responsive Scripture…………….…………………………………..………Lt. CMDR Jennifer C. Smith-Grant 

                                                                                                     (U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps) 

Isaiah 12  
 

Minister:  1 You will say in that day: I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry with me,  
                     your anger turned away, and you comforted me. 
 
People:     2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the LORD GOD is my strength and my  
                     might; he has become my salvation.   
 
Minister:   3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
 
People:     4 And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known his deeds among  
                    the nations; proclaim that his name is exalted. 
 
Minister:  5 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. 
 
ALL:         6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
 
The Preface to the Decalogue………………………………………….……….........(In the Tune of AME Hymn #258) 
                                     From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise;  

                               let the Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue. 

 

The Summary of the Decalogue………………………………………………..…Lt. CMDR Jennifer C. Smith-Grant 

                                                                                                    (U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps)  
                                               

The Gloria Patri……………………………………………...…..……………………..…….………….....AME Hymnal #626 

The Welcome to Big Bethel…………………...……………………………………..………...…The Philippian Ministry 

 
The Pastor’s Words 

 

The Presentation of the Veterans 

 

The Worship Through Music…………………………….......….…...………...………Johnson-Schofield Male Choir 

 

The Sermon……………………………...………….………………………………………………….Rev. Claude Ray James           

                                                                                                    Retired Presiding Elder~ North Augusta District 

 

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

 

The Benediction 

 

The Tithes & Offerings on Exit 

**Visitors may register their attendance online on  
the Big Bethel Guest Registration Form.    

Thank You for worshipping with us and feel free to come again!!!! 
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In June of 2009, Rev. James was sent again to the historical First AME Church in Athens, GA. This church, listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, is currently raising $100,000 for renovations to the historic area of the sanctuary. 
Rev. James continually expresses the necessity and the obligation of the church to maintain and uplift the community, the 
city, the state, and the country. He is a biblical and historical scholar and natural teacher, no matter the setting.  He is cur-
rently a Doctor of Philosophy candidate in Christian Education at Trinity Theological Seminary, Newburgh, Indiana. And 
formerly served as Presiding Elder for the North Augusta District. 
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Saluting Our Veterans 

Arthur Maddox Air Force  

Bishop Frank C. Cummings Air Force 

Brandon Brownlee Army 

Charles Moore Army 

Charles Schofield Army 

Christopher  Henry Adams Marines 

Christopher Parker Marines 

David Lewis Army 

Elizabeth Smith Air Force 

Eugene Donaldson Army 

Gary Johnson Army 

Gregory Kendall Army 

James H. Patterson Army 

James Rudd Air Force 

Jarius Wilson Air Force 

Jennifer Smith-Grant US Public Health 

Joel Boykin, III Navy 

John Henry, Jr. Army 

John Jordan Air Force 

Joseph Patterson Army 

Joseph Purter Army 

Keith Burnett Marines 

Keith Halford Air Force  

Leslie Page Army 

Marion Hopkins Air Force 

Michael Brown Army 

Michael Stephens Army 

Raleigh Durden Navy 

Rev. William Spottsville, Jr. Army 

Rev Willie Langley Air Force 

Robert Aikens, Jr. Air Force 

Ronald Thomas Air Force 

Terry Thomas Army 

Theodore R. Britton, Jr  Marines 

Tony Jones Army 

Tony Jones, Jr. Navy 

William Davis Army 

THANK YOU!!!  

A SPECIAL SALUTE goes to  
Spouses and Family Members who 

also served by supporting and     
making sacrifices for their loved ones 

Thank You for your Service!! 

                                          Big Bethel Welcomes  
                                              The Honorable Theodore R. Britton, Jr. 
                                        Former  US Ambassador to Grenada & Barbados, 
                  Montford Point* US Marine and Recipient of the US Congressional Gold Medal  

                                                                                                                                       
 

*First African Americans to enter the Marine Corps. Montford Point Marines paved the way  for  the includion and 
diversity the Marine Corps prides itself on today.  
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

First* reading and Psalm Alternate* First reading and 
Psalm 

Second reading Gospel 

November 13, 2022 Isaiah 65:17-25 

Isaiah 12 ** 

Malachi 4:1-2a 

Psalm 98 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 Luke 21:5-19 

   Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our calls and prayers! 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Bro. Horace Ford (770) 478-3013 

Sis. Jewel Foster (678)-770-2992  

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Elizabeth Parks (Liz) (404) 691-4590 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Sis. Deborah Stephens–Lattimore  (678) 945-4001 

Bro. Don Stewart  (678) 289-2579 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=289
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=289
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=289
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=289
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=289
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=289
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November 13th is Purple Sunday 
The Alzheimer’s Association® is proud to partner with the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church to raise awareness of Alzheimer’s disease among the African American communi-
ty. By working together, we can provide opportunities for all those affected to access care 
and support services, engage in research and advance advocacy. Purple Sunday is de-
signed to educate members of the faith community about Alzheimer’s and other demen-
tias. Members will learn about the impact of Alzheimer’s disease in our community, how to 
recognize the signs of Alzheimer’s, the importance of early detection, and how to access 
care and support resources.  

 

Facts About Alzheimer’s » More than 6 million Americans are living with Alzheimer’s 
disease, and over 11 million serve as unpaid caregivers.  »1 in 3 seniors dies with Alzhei-
mer’s or another dementia. It kills more than breast cancer and prostate cancer combined. 
» Almost two-thirds of Americans with Alzheimer’s disease are women. » African Ameri-
cans are twice as likely to develop Alzheimer’s disease as older White Americans »Genetic 
and environmental factors may work differently to cause Alzheimer’s disease in African-
Americans. » African-Americans tend to be diagnosed at a later stage of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease-limiting the effectiveness of treatments that depend upon early intervention.  

 

Help is available here in Georgia and at Big Bethel…Call the Alzheimer’s Asso-

ciations free 24/7 Helpline (800.272.3900) or visit amechealth.org/alz for information about 
Alzheimer’s disease, programs, and services — including support groups and education 
programs. Additionally, Big Bethel has partnered with the ALTER Program to provide sup-
port to our members. Please contact the Caregivers Ministry at (404) 827-9707, exten-
sion~3, if you’re a caregiver and need information and/or support during your journey. A 
member of the ministry will return your phone call. 
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Do you live outside of 
metropolitan Atlanta?

CONNECT & GROW 
WITH US!!

Prior to Covid-19, Big Bethel A.M.E. Church 
streamed worship services to viewers across 
the country. The number of online viewers has 
increased dramatically during the pandemic. 
As viewers continue to engage our services 
and bible studies online, we would like to offer 
membership and other activities for our 
online viewers.  While the word of God does 
not change, the way we bring people to God is 
ever-changing. If you are an online viewer and 
are interested in learning more in our online 
membership or small group participation, 
please contact Dr. Andrea Lewis at 
andrealewisphd@gmail.com or scan the code 
below to complete an interest form.

https://www.jotform.com/app/220252956645156https://
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November 24, 2022—10AM 




