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          Welcome to Big Bethel AME Church • Atlanta   
10:00AM Worship Service 
Sunday, October 22, 2023  

 

 
 

 

The Organ Prelude………..……………………………..……..………………….. Phillip Skerrett, Jr.  

 

The Doxology………..………………..………………………….…………………….A.M.E. Hymn No. 647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye  heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

The Call to Worship 

Leader: We come with hopes.  

People: Hopes for our children and for ourselves.  

Leader: We come with hurts.  

People: Our own and the wounds of so many children and families.  

Leader: We come with faith.  

People: We are loved as children by the Holy.  

Leader: We come with doubts.  

People: We wonder how such suffering can exist in our world.  

Leader: We come for challenge.  

People: We seek renewed vision and bold commitment to bring justice to all children.  

Leader: We come to pray.  

People: To pray for children wounded by the violence of guns and the injustice of poverty, and to pray  
              for ourselves, for the strength to respond.  
Leader: We come to praise.  

People: To praise the Holy for the gift of children.  

All: Come, let us celebrate the Children’s Sabbath.  

 

The Invocation from the Baha’í Faith…………………………………………….Mr. Rodd Talebi (Baha’i) 

 

 

The Occasion…………………………………………………………………………….…….Ms. Rae Fortes 
 
The Hymn of Praise……….This Little Light of Mine - Spiritual……….  Bearden-Scott Youth Choir  
1.     This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine; this little light of mine,  I'm gonna let it shine; this little  
        light of   mine, I'm gonna let it shine; let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.   
 
2.     Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine; everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine; everywhere I go, I'm  
        gonna let it shine; let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.   
 
3.     Jesus gave it to me; I'm gonna let it shine; Jesus gave it to me; I'm gonna let it shine; Jesus gave it  
        to me; I'm gonna let it shine; let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
 

The Sacred Text Reading…………………………………………………………………….Haniya Dhanani 
                                 Ismaili Community Youth 
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The Worship Through Creative Expression..…..……….........Georgia Ismaili Youth Ensemble 
 
The Welcome to Big Bethel………...…………………………….…………..…The Philippian Ministry 
 
The Big Bethel Ministry Moment                                                                                  Heaven Bound  
 
 

The Introduction of the Speakers………………………………………….Dr. Chris RayAlexander 

The ICM Movement Song…...…………………....................................…Bearden-Scott Youth Choir 

 

The Words Of Faith 
 Hinduism…………………………………...............................Acharya Shyam Maharaj 
  
 Islam……………………………………………………………….Imam Sulaimaan Hamed 
  
 Christianity………………………………………………...Rev. Cassandra Henderson 
                                                                                                                                                                 
 

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
 
The Covenant for Children…………………………………………………….…Rabbi Mike Rothbaum 
 
 
 
 
The Stewardship Appeal 
 
The Worship In Giving:  tithes & offering  

The Choral Response 

              “All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen” 

 

The Remarks……………………………………………………………………………..Pastor John Foster 

 

The Benediction…………………………………………………………………..…….Pastor John Foster 

 

**Visitors may register their attendance online on the Big Bethel Guest  
Registration Form.   Thank You for worshipping with us and  

feel free to come again!!!! 
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Twenty-First Sunday 
after Pentecost 

First reading Psalm Second  

reading 

Gospel 

October 22, 2023 

Exodus 33:12-23    

Psalm 99 

Isaiah 45:1-7 

  

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 
22:15-22 

Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our prayers and calls. 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Bro. Horace Ford (770) 478-3013 

Sis. N. Nannette McGee (678) 961-5220 

Rev. Betty Miley (470) 884-8041  

Sis. Elizabeth Parks (Liz) (404) 691-4590 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Bro. Don Stewart  (678) 289-2579 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=164
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=164
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=164
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=164
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=164
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=164
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Interfaith Children’s Sabbath 2023 Speakers &Worship Participants   
 

Imam Sulaimaan Hamed 
 
Imam Sulaimaan Hamed serves as the resident Imam at the Atlanta Masjid of Al-Islam. His service spans thirteen 
years, including the position of Assistant Imam. Leading one of the largest Muslim communities in the Southeast, in 
association with the leadership and association of Imam Warith Deen Mohammed, he provides Islamic family                
counseling, spiritual and pastoral care, guidance in jurisprudence, and facilitates support and resources for the            
congregation and local community during significant life events. His deep passion for Islamic sciences drives him to 
provide educational classes and programming that facilitates community learning, engagement, and spiritual growth. 
Sulaimaan is the founder and CEO of Hajj Pros Professional Hajj and Umrah Guides and has led Hajj delegations for 
eighteen years with his wife and business partner. 
 

His early foundations were cultivated in the Clara Mohammed and WDMH school systems in Oakland and Atlanta, respectively. For his     
undergraduate seminary studies of the Islamic Sciences, he received the Mosque Cares scholarship to study in Damascus, Syria at Abu Nour 
University. He has completed a Masters of Divinity in Islamic Chaplaincy at Bayan at Claremont and is completing a ThM at Emory Candler 
School of Theology in Pastoral Care. Insha’Allah, he intends to complete a Doctorate of Ministry in Islamic Leadership at Bayan at Chicago 
Theological Seminary. Imam Hamed resides with his family in Atlanta, GA. 
 

Acharya Shyam Maharaj 

Shyam Maharaj is a practicing Hindu Priest from the Bay Area of California. Shyam comes from a       
lineage of Hindu Priests and is the heir to his family tradition through his grandfather and uncle. Prior to 
moving to Atlanta, Shyam worked served the Hindu congregations of California in several different    
temples. Shyam is currently completing his MDiv at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology, 
where he has also been elected President of Candler’s graduate student organization. After graduating 
from seminary, Shyam hopes to continue serving as a priest and chaplain. 

 
 

Rabbi Mike Rothbaum 
 
Rabbi Michael Rothbaum (he/him) is thrilled to join Bet Haverim as Chief Haver.  Ordained at the pluralistic Academy 
of Jewish Religion in New York (AJR-NY) in 2006, he graduated from the New College of Florida in 1997 with a BA 
in Public Policy/Economics. 
Rabbi Mike was raised in Rockland County, New York just north of New York City. As a teenager, Rabbi Mike became 
involved in in the local NAACP and helped start his high school’s first Amnesty International chapter.  In retrospect, he 
has identified the Jewish imperative of r’difat tzedek – the command to pursue of justice – as the force that solidified 
his love of Judaism and his passion to become a rabbi. 
 

After ordination, Rabbi Mike served students at Sarah Lawrence College and Purchase College as Campus Rabbi. He has worked in Jewish 
communities in New York, the Bay Area, and the Boston area for over 25 years, as youth director, rabbi/educator, and pulpit rabbi, as well as 
serving as Co-Chair of the Bay Area Regional Council of Bend the Arc: A Jewish Partnership for Justice. 
 

Rabbi Mike has spoken and taught widely, addressing groups as varied as Moishe House, Jewish Community Relations Council, and "Nuns on 
the Bus." He has appeared in front of audiences at the US Senate and House of Representatives, Oakland City Council, and the New York State 
Democratic Party. In 2012 he joined a rabbinic delegation to Ghana, sponsored by American Jewish World Service, and was named a Global 
Justice Fellow by AJWS in 2018.  His writing has been featured in Forward, Tikkun, Sojourners, Alma, Ha'aretz, and the anthology, Peace, 
Justice, and Jews: Reclaiming Our Tradition. 
 

A proud alumnus of Seminary Summer, a joint project of the AFL-CIO and Interfaith Worker Justice, bringing labor organizers together with 
clergy, Rabbi Mike was also honored as the Gary David Kibblewhite lecturer at the Loft Community Services Center in White Plains, NY, as 
well as a speaker at the International Perspectives Forum in Westport, CT and the Paul Robeson Community Center at Rutgers University in 
Newark, NJ.  Rabbi Mike’s religious-based activism has been covered in several media outlets, including CNN, WABC-TV, and i24 Israeli 
television. 
 

Devoted to creating and nurturing vibrant learning communities, teaching Torah that touches heart, mind, and soul, and continuing the Jewish 
mission he discovered as a teenager of pursuing justice, Rabbi Mike is a passionate advocate for the idea that every moment is an opportunity to 
make a Jewish choice. 
 

Rabbi Mike lives in the Summerhill section of Atlanta with his husband, internationally-acclaimed Yiddish vocalist Anthony Mordechai Tvzi 
Russell, who kindly tolerates his passion for fair-trade coffee, Bob Dylan, and manual transmission. 
 

 

https://ajr.edu/
https://www.bendthearc.us/
https://ajws.org/
https://summerhillatl.com/neighborhood/
https://www.anthonyrussellbass.com/
https://www.anthonyrussellbass.com/
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Interfaith Children’s Sabbath 2023 Speakers &Worship Participants (Continued)  
 
Mr. Rodd Talebi 
 
Rodd Talebi is a member of the Baha'i Faith and has called Atlanta 'Home' for the last 8 years. He works 
as a Data Scientist and enjoys serving to build his community with anyone and everyone. 
 

 

Dr. Christopher RayAlexander 

Following a career in higher education as a professor of Spanish, Dr. Chris RayAlexander received his 

MDiv from the Candler School of Theology in 2023 and embraced a long-standing calling to interfaith 

advocacy, education, and relationship building. A dedicated student of philosophy and religion, his life 

and spiritual practice are continually enriched by his engagements with the world's many faith traditions. 

He believes in an approach to  interfaith discovery that begins with an insistence on our   common human-

ity, leads to an attitude of honesty, curiosity, and vulnerability, and gives birth to solidarity grounded in 

support for shared struggles. As ICM's Program Coordinator, he is focused on providing both Georgia's youth and those who 

care for them with programming that draws on the wealth of their faith traditions, develops leadership and advocacy skills, and        

cultivates hope for a better future as they transform our present. Alongside his partner, baby boy, and orange tabby, he is    

putting down roots in  Atlanta. He now calls Georgia home, but he also feels in his element in West Texas, Baton Rouge,     

Baltimore, or  anywhere there is a good record shop, book store, pro wrestling match, or interfaith dialogue. In his free time, he 

plays video games and translates French philosophy. 

Rev. Cassandra A. Henderson 

Rev. Cassandra A. Henderson is the Executive Director of the Interfaith Children's Movement (ICM), a 

child advocacy organization whose mission is to build a multi-faith grassroots advocacy coalition that 

works to create a Georgia where all  children thrive. Rev. Henderson began her involvement with ICM in 

the fall of 2012 as a volunteer and served on its board for 7 years before accepting the position as its   

Executive Director in August 2022.Additionally, Rev. Henderson is an active  member of  the  Cooperative   

Baptist Fellowship's Pan African Koinonia (PAK) group and serves as a mentor for their steering      

committee and a mentor for the RISE Together Women of Color in Ministry National Mentoring Network. 

 

Previously, Rev. Henderson served as the Pastor for BTKids + Student Ministries at The Breakthrough Fellowship in Smyrna, 

GA, Conference Coordinator for The Ellipsis Teen Experience, Conference Coordinator for the RISE Together Mentorship 

Network for Women of Color Ministry Leaders, Adjunct Instructor/Teaching Assistant at Emory University's Candler School 

of Theology. She also served as the Assistant Pastor at Ebenezer Baptist Church where she was the Pastor for Children’s & 

Youth Ministries (ages 1-18). Rev. Henderson earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Drama & Theatre from Spelman College, 

where she graduated Summa Cum Laude and Phi Beta Kappa in 2004. She went on to earn a Master of Fine Arts degree (MFA) 

in Film Production from Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, California in 2007. In 2015, she completed a Master of 

Divinity (MDiv) degree at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology with a concentration in Leadership in Church and 

Community and received a certificate in Black Church Studies. Rev. Henderson was ordained at the historic Ebenezer Baptist 

Church in Atlanta, GA, the spiritual home of the late Civil Rights trailblazer Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

In 2010, Rev. Henderson was licensed in ministry at the McGee Avenue Baptist Church in Berkeley, California. During her 
time in California, she served faithfully in both the church and her community. Not just limited to the church, her ministry was 
also expressed through her combination of art and faith/theology: Rev. Henderson worked with the San Francisco General  
Hospital Trauma Unit regarding gang and gun violence through a touring piece she co-produced and directed called The Urban 
Healing Tour which advocated against gun violence. Rev. Henderson regularly opened her home for women’s Bible studies, 
feeding the hungry in her community, and providing a safe space for reconciliation, mediation, and intervention within the 
community for at-risk, in-risk, and high-risk youth and young adults. Her home became known as the “Urban Healing House.”  
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