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Dear Big Bethel Family and Friends: 
 
I greet you in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ! 
Today, Big Bethel AME Church - Atlantaôs oldest African American church congregation - celebrates 
One Hundred Seventy-Seven (177) years of worship, fellowship and ministry. Big Bethel has stood the 
test of time and yet, God still signifies Big Bethel as a Beacon of Light in downtown Atlanta which proudly 
proclaims that ñJesus Saves.ò At this time of celebration let us give thanks and honor to the glory of God 
for Big Bethel AME Church. We lift up this yearôs theme of ñAnchored and Empowered.ò 
We welcome Bishop Carolyn Tyler Guidry as our anniversary preacher and her guests to Big Bethel 
AME Church.   
 
Please allow me to give God praise for our Church Anniversary Chairpersons: Dr. Stan Pritchett, Sis. 
Donna Williams, Sis. Raquel Battle and Sis. Ariel Nash. Let me also thank the entire Church Anniversary 
committee for a job well done!!! We thank God for all of the wonderful Anniversary Month activities - the 
Millennial Empowerment Service and Tailgate Kickoff Sunday, the Pilgrimage to Oakland Cemetery. the 
Fall Revival, the Beauty for Ashes IV Community Outreach & Concert, and the Childrenôs Sabbath 
Weekend.  
 
Sis. Mary Ann, Kristina (Dewey, Zoey, and Dewey IV), John Jr., Jessica, and Mother Laura Mae join me 
in wishing our óBig Bethel Familyô a blessed 177th Church Anniversary!!! 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Rev. John Foster, Ph.D. 
Senior Pastor 

$ $ 
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BISHOP  CAROLYN  TYLER  GUIDRYñRETIRED  
122 ND ELECTED  & C ONSECRATED  BISHOP  OF THE   

AFRICAN  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  

The Right Reverend Carolyn Tyler Guidry  received her first pastoral appointment 

to First AME Church in Indio, California, in 1977.  Under her leadership the       

congregation undertook a massive renovation of the church building and Parsonage 

and the establishment of a day care center.  She was the founder/director of the  

Unity Center for Human Development, a community faith -based project funded by 

HUD.  in 1983 she was assigned to Cain Memorial AME Church in Bakersfield, CA.  

Rev. Tyler demonstrated her business acumen and led the Bakersfield congregation in purchasing adjacent 

property, now valued at over three million dollars.  The church utilized this key property and established a day 

care center and began several community service   programs, including a òSenior Sack Mealó. 

 

In 1989, Rev. Carolyn Tyler was assigned to the 600 -member Walker Temple AME Church in Los Angeles, CA.  

This gave her the distinction of being a trailblazer again as the first female appointed to a major metropolitan 

charge in the AME church.  She was appointed the first female Presiding Elder in the 5th Episcopal District in 

1994 and served in that capacity until elected and consecrated the 122nd AME Bishop in 2004.  She was assigned 

Presiding Prelate to the 16 th  Episcopal District (including the Caribbean, Europe, Central America), and initiate d 

the exploration of a congregation in Leon, France, now a vibrant congregation.  

 

Under Bishop Tyler Guidryõs leadership, the 16th  District purchased its first Episcopal Residence in Jamaica to 

provide a permanent home for its bishop.  She started the first Annual Christian Education Conference and 

partnered with Payne Seminary in a Ministerial Training Program.  Economic Development projects seeded 

through her were established in all conferences in the 16 th  District.  

 

In 2008, Bishop Tyler Guidry was assigned to the  Eighth Episcopal District, comprising Mississippi and Louisiana.  She 

led the district in acquiring an Office Building and Episcopal Residence in Jackson, MS.  She served two terms 

as the chairperson of the Social Action Commission of the AME Church and initiated the effort to have the US 

Postal Service  designate a stamp in honor of the founder of the AME Church, Bishop Richard Allen; that stamp 

was released during the first quarter of 2016.  She is a life -time member of the NAACP, and an Honorary   

member of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority.  

 

The Right Rev. Carolyn Tyler Guidry received her Associate of Arts degree in Business and Secretarial Science 

from J. P. Campbell College in Jackson, MS.  She studied Economics at Tougaloo College in Tougaloo, MS.  In 

1977, she graduated from Los Angeles Bible School ( under the auspices of Talbot Seminary) with a four -year 

certificate in Religion and Bible; she is a graduate of the Fuller Theological Seminary with the Master of Arts in 

Theology, and was awarded the Doctor of Humane Letters by Payne Theological Seminary in May 2009.  She 

was included in the archives of the History Makers in November 2004.  

 

She is a contributor to the fourth edition of òThose Preaching Womenó, by The Rev. Dr. Ella Mitchell, published 

by Judson Press and released in June 2004; and has contributed to the publications of the AME Bishops, òThe 

Anviló.  In April 2011, she was inducted into the Martin Luther King, Jr, International Board of Preachers at 

Morehouse College, Atlanta GA.  

 

Bishop Carolyn Eugean Jackson Tyler Guidry is the mother of five sons and one daughter, thirteen                  

grandchildren and ten great -grandchildren.  
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Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
REVEREND  JOHN  FOSTER PH .D., SENIOR  PASTOR 

 

Sunday, October 20, 2024 10:00 AM 

19We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain,  
20where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever,  

in the order of Melchizedek. Hebrews 6:19-20. 
 

W  L 
Bro. Jory Young  

 
T  P                                                                                                                   B . K  T 

                                                                                                  
T  D                                                                                                                                    AME H  #647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above ye heavenly host;  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

 
 

T  C   W                                                                                                                      B . J  Y   
 
Leader:         I was glad when they said unto to me, ñLet us go into the house of the Lord!ò Our feet  
                      have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

 

People       For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere I would rather be a doorkeeper    
                    in the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

 

Leader         For the sake of the house of the Lord Our God; I will seek your good.  

 

People         They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in courts of our God. 

 

Leader         O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory dwells. 

 

People      For the Lord is in His holy temple, let all the earth keep silence before Him. 

 

Leader          Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your             
                  sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 

 

People          O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! I will sing of loyalty and of justice,  
                       to you, O Lord, I will sing. 
 

The Hymn of Praise                                                                                                            Bro. Jory Young 
       AME Hymn #62 God Of Grace And God of Glory    

1.  God of grace and God of glory, on Thy people pour Thy power; Crown Thine ancient churchôs story;  
     bring her bud to glorious flower. Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage, for the facing of  
     this hour, for the facing of this hour, 
 

2.   Lo! The hosts of evil round us scorn Thy Christ, assail His ways! Fears and doubts too long have  
      bound us; Free our hearts to work and praise. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of  
      these days, for the living of these days, 
 

3. Save us from weak resignation To the evils we deplore; Let the search for Thy salvation Be our glory  
     evermore. Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage, Serving Thee whom we adore, Serving  
     Thee whom we adore.  Amen. 

 
T  I                                                                                                               S. D  S 
 
 

T  W  T  M                                                                               B  B  M  C 
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The Responsive Scripture   Ephesians 2:4-6                                Bro. Alexander Johnson 
 

Leader:  4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,  

 

People:  5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressionsðit is by grace you have  

                been saved.  

 

Leader:   6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,  

 

People:  7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in  

                his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  

 

Leader:   8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faithðand this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of Godð 

  

ALL:        9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are Godôs handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to  

                 do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  
 

T  P  T  T  D                                                                            (     #258) 

From all that dwell below the skies, Let the Creatorôs praise arise,  

Let the Redeemerôs name be sung, through every land, by every tongue. 
 

T   S    D                                                                       Sis. Tonretha Harris 

And Jesus said to him. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your   
mind. This is the great and first commandment. And the second is like unto it: You shall love your neighbor as your-
self.  On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets. 
 
 

 

T  G  P                                                                                                    AME H  # 627 

T  W  T  B  B                                             S . JôK  RðT  P  M
 
 

T  B  B  M  M                                                         B  B  S  A  C 
                                                                                                                                 
 

T   W  T  C  E                                                  S   P  M  M   

 
 

T  I    P  E                                                                     P  J  F 

 
                                                                                                                                                 

T  I    P                                                                    R . K  M M          
                                                                                                               P  E , N  A  D   
 
T  W  T  M                                                                                B  B  M  C 
 
 

T  177  A  M                                  T  R  R  C  T  G   
                                                                                                                122 E   C  B   
                                                                                                                  African Methodist Episcopal Church, Retired 
                      

T  I   C  D                                                                             P  J F  

 
T  C  S   R                                                                   ?ĲƨƣĲƖŸŰŸůǃШΝΠаΞΞ-ΞΟ 
ШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ7ĲШƚƨƖĲШƣŸШƚĲƣШċƚŔĬĲШċШƣĲŰƣőвƚŸШƣőċƣШǃŸƨШůċǃШũĲċƖŰШƣŸШƖĲƻĲƖĲШƣőĲШx§Å?ШǃŸƨƖШ]ŸĬШċũƽċǃƚЮ 

T  W  T  G : T   O                                          B . M  B 

 

T  C  R    ñA     T  O L    T      T  , A 

 

T  R                                                                                                                 P  J  F 

 

T  B                                                                                           B  G        
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Twenty -Second Sunday 

after Pentecost  

First* reading and 
Psalm 

Alternate* First read-
ing and Psalm 

Second reading Gospel 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлΣ нлнп 
 

Wƻō оуΥм-тΣ όоп-пмύ  
tǎŀƭƳ млпΥм-фΣ нпΣ орŎ 

LǎŀƛŀƘ роΥп-мн   
tǎŀƭƳ фмΥф-мс  

IŜōǊŜǿǎ рΥм-мл aŀǊƪ млΥор-пр 

Let us remember our sick and  
shut-in with our calls & prayers 

Sis. Patricia Coles  

(404) 254-4806 

Rev. Betty Miley  

(770) 323-6841 

Sis. Elizabeth Parks (Liz) 

(404) 691-4590 

Sis. Brenda Queen  

(404) 274-0705 

Sis. Miriam Redding 

 

 

**V         
 B  B  G  R  F.    

T  Y         
  !!!! 

SERVING IN TODAYõS  
WORSHIP EXPRERIENCE 

Acolytes Stewards 

Choir Big Bethel Mass Choir -  
Nathaniel Fisher, Jr., Director 

Philippians JaôKeilla Rouse 

Stewardesses Rose Schofield  and Alicia Oden 

Stewards Sam Stephens and Fred Hughey 

Trustees Floyd Baxter 

Ushers Samuel H. Giles Usher Ministry 

AV Ministry Brandon CollinsðAudio 
Phyllislorena SmileyðVideo 

Finance Team  

Scan the code below and make your 
 177th Church Anniversary  
Donation Pledge TODAY!! 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=224
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=224
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=224
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=224
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=224
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=224
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