


 

WEM Sunday~ For all the ladies in the place with style & grace" 

       Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
              Reverend Jonathan C. Augustine Senior Pastor 

 
       Sunday, May 25, 2025 | 10:00 AM 

 

“For all the ladies in the place with style & grace"  Psalm 145:4   
"one generation shall praise your works to another. And shall declare Your mighty acts.” 

 

Rev. Jessica Buford—Millennial —Worship Leader 
                                 
 

The Prelude                                                                                                      Bro. Phillip Skerrett Jr. 

 

*The Doxology                                          (In the Tune of #69) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*The Call to Worship                                                        Rev. Jessica Buford, Millennial 

 
Minister: We rejoice now, O Lord, with black women everywhere.  Thank you, Lord.  Their work blesses the earth. 
  
People:    Today, O Lord, we honor black women – carriers and cultivators of culture.  In a lush African garden, your hands     
                 fashioned her as Mother of Creation.  Bless her now as she continues to pass culture on to future generations. 
  
Minister:  We remember Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth, Pauli Murray and Rosa Parks. The black woman was  
                 treated as property during the enslavement and the Middle Passage.  Yet she survived and her vision of  
                 freedom ignited a determination to struggle for human and civil rights.  Bless black woman now, Lord,  
                 as they fight against injustice through strategies for hope, survival, and advancement. 
  
People:    Empower black women, Lord.  Their bravery has ennobled the earth. 
 
Minister:  We remember Rahab, Zipporah, Jarena Lee, Julia Foote, and Zilpha Elaw.  Black women prayed and  
                 preached, healed and helped faithfully at all times. As prayer warriors, they knew how to trust you, O  
                 God, especially in times of trouble.  Their triumph has sparked fire in our souls.  May the light that  
                 radiates from you today cast beautiful patterns on our lives through them. 
  
People:   Thank you for black women, Lord.  Their descendants have blessed the earth. 
 
 

The Hymn of Praise                     AME Hymn #21—To God Be the Glory       Rev. Joyce Young, Baby Boomer  
 
1.    To God be the glory, great things He hath done; So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, who yielded His  
        life an atonement for sin, And opened the life gate that all may go in. 
  
        Refrain: Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear His voice! Praise the Lord, praise the Lord;  
                       let the people rejoice! O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, and give Him the glory;  
                       great things He has done. 
 
  
2.    O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, to every believer the promise of God; the vilest offender who truly  
       believes, that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. ~Refrain~ 
  
 
3.   Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; but  
      purer and higher and greater will be our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.. ~Refrain~ 

 

The Invocation                                                                                            Sis. Trinity White, Generation Alpha  

 

 

The Worship Through Music                                                                               Big Bethel Women’s Day Choir 



 

           

 

 

The Responsive Scripture                             Psalm 67                                           Sis. Celeste Jackson, Gen Z  
 
Minister: 1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, 
  
People:    2 that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations. 
  
Minister: 3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
  
People:    4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon  
                   earth. 
 
Minister: 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
  
People:    6 The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. 
  
All:           7 May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere him. 
 
 
 
 

The Preface to the Decalogue                                                             (in the tune of #258) 

“From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise; let the  
Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue.” 

 
 

*The Summary of the Decalogue                                                                                     Sis. Avril Copeland, Gen X  

And Jesus, said to him, you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it, you shall love your neighbor as     
thyself.  On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets. 
 

 
 
 

The Gloria Patri                                                                                       AME Hymn #626 

The  Welcome To Big Bethel                                                                                      The Philippian Ministry 
 
The  Announcement of the New Pastor with Video Welcome                                     Dr. Stanley Pritchett 
                                    Steward ProTem 
 
The Worship Through Creative Expression                                                         Kwanza Sol Dance Ministry 
 
 
The Introduction  of the Preacher                                                                                 Sis. Joi Stinson, Gen Z 
 
 
The Worship Through Music                                                                             Big Bethel Women’s Day Choir 

 

The Sermon                                                                     The Right Reverend Erika D. Crawford, 
                                                                                                           143rd Elected and Consecrated Bishop in the AME Church 
                                                                                                                       Presiding Prelate— Eighth Episcopal District  

                                                                                                              
 

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
    
The Worship through Giving: tithes & offering                        Sis. Geri Dodson Chandler, Baby Boomer 
 

 
The  Christian Stewardship Reading                                                                                        Nehemiah 10:35-37 
      "We assume responsibility for bringing to the house of the LORD each year the first fruits of our crops… will bring 

to the storerooms of the house of our God…offerings…(and) tithes. 

 



 

WEM Sunday~ For all the ladies in the place with style & grace" 

The Choral Response 

                                                                    “All things come of Thee O Lord,  

                                                                  and of Thine own have we given Thee” 

 

 

 

 

The  Special Presentations & Remarks                                                Sis Joi Stinson & Sis. Ja’Keilla Rouse 
                                                                                                                                   Co-Chairs of the WEM Committee 

                                                                                                                       

The Doxology                                                                                                                            (In the tune of #69)    

 

The Benediction  

     

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 
Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 
Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Sis. Miriam Redding 
Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

Sixth Sunday of 
Easter 

First reading Psalm Second reading Gospel 

May 25, 2025 *Acts 16:9-15 Psalm 67 Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 John 14:23-29  or John 5:1-9 

Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our calls & Prayers . 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=138
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=138
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=138
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=138
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=138
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=138
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=138


 

           

 

The Right Reverend Erika D. Crawford 
143rd Elected and Consecrated Bishop  

in the African Methodist Episcopal Church                                                                                    
Presiding Prelate— Eighth Episcopal District 

Bishop Erika D. Crawford, a disciple whom Jesus loves, is a Proven Leader, 
Trusted Servant, and Kingdom Citizen.  She is a spiritual daughter of Bethel 
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Stamford, CT. She embraced the work 
and call of the itinerant ministry, having served God through Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Stamford, Connecticut; Reid Chapel African 

Methodist Episcopal Church, Columbia, SC; and Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church, Harlem, 
NY, before receiving her first pastoral appointment in 2006. 
  
In her pastorate, Bishop Crawford was blessed to have led the Believers at Allen Temple African Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Mt. Vernon, NY; African Methodist Episcopal Ebenezer Church of Rahway, NJ; and 
Mt. Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church of Dover, DE.  She led these congregations in debt and            
mortgage liquidation, property acquisitions, renovations, and at Mt Zion, a 3000 sq ft building addition. 
 
In addition to Pastoral Ministry, Bishop Crawford was blessed to have served as the Coordinator of        
Ecumenical and Interfaith Ministry for Fordham University (a Jesuit-Catholic University), New York Liberty 
Team Chaplain and Consultant for the Women's National Basketball Association (WNBA), and Director of 
the Pastoral Care Department at Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital (Rahway, NJ).  
 
She made history at the 52nd Quadrennial Session of the General Conference of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Columbus, Ohio, when 1019 of the 1720 delegates cast their ballots, making her the 
first woman to lead an episcopal class in the church's history.  Bishop Crawford serves as the 143

rd
 elected 

and consecrated Bishop and is assigned as the Presiding Prelate of the 8
th
 Episcopal District, encompass-

ing the states of Mississippi and Louisiana. In addition to that assignment, she serves as the Commission 
Chair for the Department of Church Growth for the African Methodist Episcopal Church.   
 
Before serving in a “fully funded/full-time” pastoral capacity, Bishop Crawford worked extensively in man-
agement and administration in the health insurance industry. She completed a Bachelor of Science in Or-
ganizational Management at Voorhees College (Denmark, SC), a Master of Divinity at New York Theologi-
cal Seminary (New York, NY), and a Doctor of Ministry in Pastoral Care and Counseling at Fordham Uni-
versity (Bronx, NY). She has also done postgraduate work at Regent’s Park College at Oxford University 
(Oxford, UK). 
 
Other work previously assigned to Bishop Crawford’s hand includes two terms as Connectional 
(International) President of AME Women in Ministry; Director of Stewardship for the First Episcopal District; 
Dean of the Ministerial Institute (Delaware and New Jersey Annual Conference); Vice-Chair of The Confer-
ence Trustee Board (Delaware Annual Conference); The City of Dover (DE) Ethics Commission, and a 
plethora of other religious and civic organizations. 
 
Bishop Crawford is a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated; The Links Incorporated; The 
National Council of Negro Women (life member) and the NAACP (life member).  
 
She is EXCITED about the Lord’s PLAN for her ministry as she continues Working for God’s Glory and 

Our Good. 
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