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Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Reverend John Foster Ph.D., Senior Pastor 

 

Sunday, May 4, 2025 
10:00AM 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The Prelude                                                                          Kelvin Thompson 

 

*The Doxology                                                            #647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*The Call to Worship                     

Minister:  I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” Our feet have been    

  standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

People: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper  

  in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God; I will seek your good. 

People: They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts  of our God. 

Minister:  O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory dwells. 

People: But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. 

Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,  

             O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 

People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! I will sing of loyalty and of  

  justice, to you, O Lord, I will sing.   

 

The Hymn of Praise…............................…...……………………..……….A.M.E. Hymn #   243 Down At the Cross 

 

1. Down at the cross where my Savior died, down where for cleansing from sin I cried,  There to my heart was 
 the blood applied; Glory to His name! 
 
 Refrain: Glory to His name, Glory to His name; There to my heart was the blood applied; Glory to His name! 
 
2. I am so wondrously saved from sin, Jesus so sweetly abides within, There at the cross where He took me in;  
 Glory to His name! [Refrain] 
  
3. Come to this fountain so rich and sweet, cast thy poor soul at the Savior ’s feet; Plunge in today, and be made  
 complete; Glory to His name! [Refrain] 
 
The Invocation 
  
The Worship Through Music                                                              Big Bethel Mass  Choir 

 

The Responsive Scripture                                                    Revelation 5:11-14 
  
Minister: 11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living crea-
tures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 
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The Responsive Scripture (Continued)                                                       Revelation 5:11-14 

  

People:   
12 

singing with full voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth  
                   and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" 

  

Minister: 13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea and all  
                    that is in them, singing, "To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and  
                    honor and glory and might forever and ever!" 

  

All:           14 And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell and worshiped. 
 
                                                                                               

*The Preface to the Decalogue                                                    (in the tune of #258) 
“From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise; let the  

Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue.” 

 

*The Summary of the Decalogue   

Hear what Christ our Savior said: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all  your soul, and 
with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it: You shall love your  
neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets”. 

 

The Gloria Patri                                                          AME Hymn #626 

The  Litany of Dedication LED Video Screens 
 
Minister:       Dearly beloved, members and friends of this place, it is written that "Except the Lord build the house,  
                      they labor in vain that build it." We have, therefore, met here to invoke the divine blessing on these  
                      LED Video Screens, that their ties of love may be strong and beautiful through the blessing and           
                      inspiration of the  Heavenly Father.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,  
                       we dedicate these LED Video Screens to the glory of God, committing to his loving ministry these  
                       LED Video Screens and all  who are blessed through its ministry.  

 

People:         Have regard to your servant's prayer and his plea, Lord my God, heeding the cry and the prayer  
                      that  your servant prays to you today that your eyes may be open night and day towards these LED  
                      Video Screens, the place of which you said, "My name shall be there", that you may heed the prayer  
                       that your servant prays towards this place. (I Kings 8:28-29)  
 

Trustee #1:   We dedicate these LED Video Screens to the deep affection of this community, and to all friendly  
                      hospitalities.  
 
People:        And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we  
                      abound in love for you. (I Thessalonians 3:12)  

 

Trustee #2:   We dedicate these LED Video Screens to the courage, patience, and self-control which make               
                      community life cheerful and serene.  

 

People:        And let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing.  
                     (James :4)  
 
All:                We dedicate these LED Video Screens to all beautiful things of heart and mind that lead the soul to   
                      wider vision and to higher aims.  Whene'er a noble deed is wrought. Whene'er is spoken a noble  
                      thought, Our hearts in glad surprise  To higher levels rise.

 

The Welcome to Big Bethel                    The Philippian Ministry           

 
The Pastor’s Words  
                                                 

The Worship Through Music                                                                            Big Bethel Mass  Choir 

 

The Sermon                                                         Pastor John Foster 
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†The Holy Communion 

THE GENERAL CONFESSION 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all people, we acknowledge and bewail 

our manifold sin and wickedness which we from time to time most grievously have committed by thought, word and 

deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly     

repent and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy 

upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father for Your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that is 

past, and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

The Doxology 

 

The Benediction 

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  

 

The Worship Through Giving:  Tithes & Offering  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The  Christian Stewardship Reading                                                                                                   Acts 4:34-35 

             There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold 

them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had 

need. 

 

PRAYER OF SALVATION 

Dear Lord, I recognize that I am a sinner. Lord, I am sorry for my sins, and I am ready to change my life. I accept 

your forgiveness. I confess with my mouth that you are Lord, and I believe in my heart that God raised you from 

the dead; therefore, according to the word I am saved. The Bible says “if any person be in Christ he or she is a 

new creation, the old is passed away and behold all things become new.” Lord, I thank you for my salvation. 
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Third Sunday of Easter First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel 

May 4, 2025 
 

*Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) Psalm 30 Revelation 5:11-14 John 21:1-19 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Sis. Miriam Redding 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our calls and prayers! 

SERVING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP EXPERIENCE 
Acolytes  Ministerial Staff Stewards Bro. Tony Jones & Dr. Chris Parker 

Choir Big Bethel Mass Choir ~ Sis. Tamika Kelly,  Director Trustees Bro. Floyd Baxter 

Philippians Sis. Mary Ann Foster Ushers Usherette Ministry #2 

Stewardesses 

R.T. Bussey & Eva Watson Stewardess Ministry  
Sis. Jewell Foster and Sis. Corene Jordan 
 AV Ministry 

Sis. Phyllis Smiley  & Bro. Brandon 
Collins 

Finance Team |  Dr. Stan Pritchett, Bro. James Rudd, Sis. Grace McCoy, Bro. John Jordan, Bro. Joe Patterson

Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Bishop Michael L. M, Presiding Prelate, 6th Episcopal District 

Mrs. Cordelia Mitchell., Episcopal Supervisor, 6th Episcopal District 

The Reverend Kimberly McMichael,  Presiding Elder, North Atlanta District 

The Reverend John Foster Ph.D., Senior Pastor 
, Special Assistant to the Senior Pastor 

The Reverend Monica Jones Ph.D., Director of Christian Education & Chaplain for Big Bethel Village  

Reverend Jessica Buford, Thrive College & Young Adult Ministry Director 
Bro. Jeremy Johnson., Minister of Worship & Arts  

The Reverend John Foster, Ph.D., 
The Reverend Shrala Askins, 

The Reverend Wilbert Hobbs,  

The Reverend Ali Holness-Roland,  

The Reverend Monica Jones Ph.D., 

 

The Reverend George Davis,  

The Reverend Bessie Donaldson,  

 The Reverend Betty Miley,   

The Reverend Evelyn Jones, 

The Reverend Charmain Purvis,  

Bro. 

 

 **Visitors may register their attendance  

online on the Big Bethel Guest Registration  
Form.   Thank You for worshipping with us  

and feel free to come again!!!! 
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=135
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=135
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=135
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=135
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=135
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4  8:30 AM Hybrid Sunday School -(FH) 

    (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

     8:45AM Virtual New Members 

   10:00 AM Worship Service(S)  

   2:00 PM Next Shift (S)        

 

  

5 

 

6  

   6:30PM CS & F Meeting 

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 

 

7 
 

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual 

Study-1

7:00PM (605) 472

772576#

 

11 8:30 AM Virtual Sunday School - 

    (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

     8:45AM Virtual New Members (FH) 

       10:00AM Worship Service (S) 

       12:30AM Youth Church (F) 

         2:00PM NEXT SHIFT (S) 

 

 

 

 

12  13  

       

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 

14   
        

12:05PM & 

Virtual 

Code: 673604

 7:00PM (605) 472

772576#

18    8:30 AM Virtual Sunday School - 

    (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

         8:45AM Virtual New Members  

10:00AM Worship Service  
12:30  Virtual YOUTH CHURCH 

 

  
 

 

19   
 

20   
 

 

6:30PM CS & F Meeting 

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 

 

 

 

21   
12:05PM & 

Virtual 

Code: 673604

 7:00PM 

 

25 8:30 AM Virtual Sunday School - 

  (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 
10:00AM Worship Service 
 2:00PM NEXT SHIFT (S) 

26     27    

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 

28   
12:05PM & 

Virtual 

Code: 673604

 7:00PM (605) 472

772576#

  
  

 Big Bethel's MAY 2025 

 

WATCH US LIVE AND ON -DEMAND  
www.bigbethelame.org  

Psalms 145:4 - "One generation shall praise Your
works to another, and shall declare Your mighty acts."
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1   
      

 

 

 

 

2    
       

  
 

3 

       

   8:00AM LOVE FEAST 

   9:00AM Ministerial Staff Mtg 

12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   

  

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual Bible 

Study-1-202-9261123 Code: 673604 

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 

772576# 

8   

  
9   
       

  

10   
         

9:00AM Virtual Steward Board Mtg . 

12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   

TBD 
 4:00 CDMC Debutante & Masters 

            Ceremony 
   

 

 

12:05PM & 6:00PM   

Virtual Bible Study-1-202-9261123 

Code: 673604 

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 

772576#  

15      
            

  

  
 

 

16    

  
17 

 12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   

 

 

 

12:05PM & 6:00PM   

Virtual Bible Study-1-202-9261123 

Code: 673604 

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 772576#

22    
6:30PM Trustee Board Mtg. 

23   

 

24  
 
12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   
 

 

 

12:05PM & 6:00PM   

Virtual Bible Study-1-202-9261123 

Code: 673604 

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 

772576#

29    

 

 

30    31 

   

MAY 2025 Events Calendar 

Atlanta North Georgia Conference  
Saint Philip AME Church, 240 Candler Rd SE, Atlanta, GA 30317, USA  

"One generation shall praise Your 
works to another, and shall declare Your mighty acts." 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS 
Happy Birthday  to all members celebrating birthdays during  

the month of  May!!! 

 
 

5/1        Tyler Crim, Alane Sullivan 

5/2        Trudy Tinnin 

5/3        Audrey Rhodes, Jacqueline Jones 

5/4        Sierra Tillman-Garner, 

5/6        Corey Baxter, Roshaud Turner,   

             Rosalyn Johnson 

5/7        Jamye Selby, Dejuan Copeland 

5/8        Terrance Burt 

5/10      Patience Mitchell,  Braunwin Camp,  

             Karon Stephens, Stuart Kamson 

5/11      Daphne Stowe, William Robbins, III,   

             Jaquan Ridgeway, Deborah Upshaw,  

             Gail Wilkerson, Pamela Wilkes 

5/12      Lillian Jones 

5/13      Alessandro Bray, Bryanne Burroughs, 

5/14         Rose Schofield 

5/15      Linda Williams, Grady Yarbrough 

5/16      Linda Jolly,  Ramming O'Connor,  

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

5/17        Cyicoby Copeland, Brenda Smith,  

               Linda Smith 

5/18        Hakeem Brooks, Elva Mickle,  

               Derrick Biggs 

5/19        Jasmine Pharmes 

5/20        Marion Hopkins, 

5/21        N. Nannette McGee,  

5/24        Milani Black,  Andrea Parker, 

5/25        Kyle Oden 

5/26        Thelma Berry 

5/27        Marvin Fleming, Brenda Queen,   

               Deborah Watts,  Cedric Jenkins,  

               Markie Copeland 

5/28        Sophia Nelson, McKenzie Tooke,  

               Donna Henderson 

5/30        Floyd Baxter, Tallulah Ragsdale 
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 FOLLOW US ON  
TWITTER!    
@BigBethelAMEC 


