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Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Reverend John Foster Ph.D., Senior Pastor 

Sunday, April 27, 2025 
 10:00AM Worship Service 

ANNUAL LAY DAY 
“REMEMBERING OUR HERITAGE: SHAPING OUT FUTURE” 

 

 
Worship Leader: Mr. Jory Young 

 
 

The Prelude                                                                                                Mr. Philip Skerrett, Jr. 
 
• The Doxology                                                                   #647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

The Call to Worship                                           Mr. Jory Young                  

Leader: I was glad when they said unto me. “Let us go to the house of the Lord!,” 

  Our feet are standing within your gates. O Jerusalem. 

People: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper   

                      in the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness (Psalm 84:10) 

Leader: For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. (Psalm 122:9) 

People: They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts of our God. (Psalm 92:13) 

Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory dwells.  

                       (Psalm 26:8) 

People: For the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20) 

Leader: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,  

                      O Lord, my rock and my redeemer (Psalm 19:14) 

People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! I will sing of loyalty and of  

                       justice.  To you, O Lord, I will sing. (Psalm 98:1,4) 

 

The Hymn of Praise                                                                                                        Mrs. Martha Thomas

               AMEC Hymn #582 (in the tune of Hymn #53) —Laymen’s Song                        
  

 

1.       Laymen now have thus assembled, In Thy blessed name, O God.  Guide us in our true endeavor, Light    

      the pathway that we trod; Give us strength to ever labor for Thy cause, Give us strength to ever labor  

      for Thy cause. 

2.       We are banded one in union, to fulfill Thy just command. May we be Thy true disciples, holding to Thy  

       mighty hand; Give us blessings from the fountain of Thy love, Give us blessings from the       

       fountain of thy love. 

3. May we stand before Thine Altar, pledging, Lord, to work for Thee.  In the Vineyard, in the pastures,  

            Let us, Lord, Thy Pilgrims be; Let us lift the Cross forever to the skies, Let us lift the Cross forever to    

            the skies. Amen. 

The Invocation                                                                                                         Ms. Clarissa Carmichael        
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The Worship Through Music                                                                           Big Bethel Combined Choirs 

  

The Responsive Scripture                             Joshua 4:4-9                                            Mrs. Eunice Davis  

 
Leader: 

4
Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had prepared of the children of Israel, out of  

                Every tribe a man:  

 

People:  
5
And Joshua said unto them, Pass over before the arc of the Lord your God into the midst of      

                Jordan, and take you up every man of you a stone upon his shoulder, according unto the number  
                of the tribes of the children of Israel:  

 

Leader: 
6
That this may be a sign among you, that when your children ask their fathers in time to  

                come, saying, What mean ye by these stones?  

 

People:  
7
Then ye shall answer them That the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant  

                of the Lord; when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall  
                be for a memorial I unto the children of Israel forever.  

 

Leader:  
8
And the children of Israel did so as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones out of  

                 the midst of Jordan, as the Lord spake unto Joshua, according to the number of the tribes  
                 of the children of Israel, and carried them over with them unto the place where they  
                 lodged, and laid them down there.  

 

All:          
9
And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the feet of the  

                 priests which bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there unto this day.  
 
*The Preface of the Decalogue                                                       (in the tune of #258) 
“From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise; let the  
Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue.” 

 

*The Summary of the Decalogue                                                                                           Mr. Tony Jones 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.  This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it. You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets. 
 

 

 

 

The Gloria Patri                                                                       AME Hymnal #626 

The Welcome to Big Bethel                                                                                      The Philippian Ministry 
 

The Introduction of the Mayor                                                                                    Pastor John Foster 

 

 

The Remarks                                                                                                                   Mayor Andre Dickens 
                                                                                                                                      61st Mayor, City of Atlanta 
 
 

The Introduction of the Speaker                                                                                       Mr. Guy Howard 
                                                                                                                                              President, Edge-Cannon Lay Organization 

 
The Worship Through Music                                                                           Big Bethel Combined Choirs 
 

The Lay Day Message                       Mrs. Alfreda Brooks,  
                                                                                                                                               President, 6th Episcopal District Lay Organization  

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
The Invitation To Christian Discipleship                                                                    Pastor John Foster 

 

The Special Presentation               Big Bethel Laypersons of the Year             Mr. Guy Howard 
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The Christian Stewardship Reading                   Matthew 6:27,31                                  Dr. Stanley Pritchett 
 
Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall 
we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'   For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them 

 

The Worship Through Giving:  Tithes & Offerings                                                        Dr. Stanley Pritchett 

 
The  Pastor’s Remarks                                                                                                   Pastor John Foster 
 
The Doxology 
 
 
The Lay Benediction 

 
 

**Visitors may register their attendance online  
on the Big Bethel Guest Registration Form.    

Thank You for worshipping with us and feel free to come again!!!! 
 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE  READINGS 
Third Sunday of 
Easter 

First* reading and Psalm Alternate* First 

reading and Psalm 

Second reading Gospel 

April 27, 2025 *Acts 5:27-32 Psalm 118:14-29  or  
Psalm 150 

Revelation 1:4-8 John 20:19-31 

Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our calls. 
Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=134
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=134
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         Alfreda Young 
Brooks 

  
is a native of Buffalo, New York, where she completed her early 
education from elementary to high school. She attended Colgate 
University , Hamilton, NY ,where she earned her BA degree in So-
ciology /Education.  After graduation she moved to Rochester, 
New York there she worked for Allstate Insurance Company in 

several positions and ended her 37 years with Allstate Insurance in Atlanta, Ga, as an Analyst. 

 
Sis. Brooks was raised in the African Methodist Episcopal Zion church and was very active in the 
AMEZ church as a YPD officer. She joined the Baber AME church in 1980 after her marriage to 
John Brooks and started working in the church. During her tenure in Rochester, she became the lo-
cal Lay president, Western New York conference Director of Lay Activity, and the First District Lay 
Organization, Recording Secretary.  Upon transferring to Georgia, Sis. Brooks join Antioch AMEC 
Stone Mountain; there she became the local lay president and director of lay activity. Since then, 
She’s served as the recording secretary for the Atlanta North Georgia Conference, and the Sixth 
District Lay Organization. She has been the Director of Lay Activity for the Atlanta North Georgia 
Conference and the Atlanta East District Lay Organizations; She served as the First Vice President 
of the Sixth Episcopal District Lay, delegate to the Atlanta North Georgia Annual Conference and 
delegate to the 2021 General Conference serving on the Revision and Compilation committees.  
She has received the outstanding award as the Lay Person of the Year for the Atlanta North Georgia 
Conference.  She currently holds the position President of Sixth Episcopal District Lay Organiza-
tion which encompass the entire state of Georgia, (approx. 500 churches) 
 

She enjoys conducting seminars, training, reading, sewing, arts and crafts, traveling and singing just 
to name a few hobbies.  She has been married to John Allen Brooks for 49 years; they have 3     
children and 4 grandchildren. 
 

Her favorite color is yellow, and scripture is Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatso-
ever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatever things are just, whatever things are 
pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, think on these things” 

 

The 2024 Trailblazers Award from The Links, Incorporated for Links Day at the Capital 
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Thank You! ...from Pastor Lola Scott Russell, Ph.D., and the Pleasant Hill Victory AME Church Membership 




