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Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Reverend John Foster Ph.D., Senior Pastor 

Sunday, April 14, 2024 
 10:00AM Worship Service 

ANNUAL LAY DAY 
“WE ARE AND WE DO”~1PETER 3:15 

 

 
Worship Leader: Mr. Jory Young 

 
The Prelude                                                                                                Mr. Philip Skerrett, Jr. 
 
• The Doxology                                                                   #647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

The Call to Worship                                           

Leader: I was glad when they said unto me. “Let us go to the house of the Lord!,” 

  Our feet are standing within your gates. O Jerusalem. 

People: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper   

                      in the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness (Psalm 84:10) 

Leader: For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. (Psalm 122:9) 

People: They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts of our God. (Psalm 92:13) 

Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory dwells.  

                       (Psalm 26:8) 

People: For the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20) 

Leader: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,  

                      O Lord, my rock and my redeemer (Psalm 19:14) 

People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! I will sing of loyalty and of  

                       justice.  To you, O Lord, I will sing. (Psalm 98:1,4) 

 

The Hymn of Praise                                                                                                           Ms. Leigh Haynes

                                        AMEC Hymn #582 (in the tune of Hymn #53) —Laymen’s Song 
                         

 

1.       Laymen now have thus assembled, In Thy blessed name, O God.  Guide us in our true endeavor, Light    

      the pathway that we trod; Give us strength to ever labor for Thy cause, Give us strength to ever labor  

      for Thy cause. 

2.       We are banded one in union, to fulfill Thy just command. May we be Thy true disciples, holding to Thy  

       mighty hand; Give us blessings from the fountain of Thy love, Give us blessings from the       

       fountain of thy love. 

3. May we stand before Thine Altar, pledging, Lord, to work for Thee.  In the Vineyard, in the pastures,  

            Let us, Lord, Thy Pilgrims be; Let us lift the Cross forever to the skies, Let us lift the Cross forever to    

            the skies. Amen.        
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The Invocation                                                                                                                        Mr. Jerome Oden  

 

The Worship Through Music                                                                       Johnson-Schofield Male Choir 

  

The Responsive Scripture                             1Peter 3:1-17                             Ms. Kawanza Alston Smith  

 
Leader:   8 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be  
                   tenderhearted, be courteous;  

 
 

People:    9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called  
                   to this, that you may inherit a blessing  
 

Leader: 10 For “He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And  
                   his lips from speaking deceit.  
 

People:  11Let him turn away from evil and do good;  
 
 

Leader: 12 Let him seek peace and pursue it.  
 

People:  13 And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? 

 

Leader: 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of  
                   their threats, nor be troubles.”  

 

People:  15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason  
                        for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;  

 

Leader:    16  having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in  
                        Christ may be ashamed.  
 

All:    19 For all is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.  
 

*The Preface of the Decalogue                                                       (in the tune of #258) 

“From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise; let the  

Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue.” 

 

*The Summary of the Decalogue                                                                                            Ms. Joi Stinson 

Hear what Christ our Savior saith, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.  This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it. You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets. 

 

 

 

The Gloria Patri                                                                       AME Hymnal #626 

The Welcome to Big Bethel                                                                                     The Philippian Ministry 
 

The Introduction of the Speaker                                                     The Honorable  Violet Travis Ricks  

The Worship Through Music                                                                      Johnson-Schofield Male Choir 
 

The Lay Day Message                  The Honorable  Commissioner Khadijah Abdur-Rahman,  
                                                                            Vice Chairperson, Fulton County Commission  

                                                                                                                                                                                                              
The Invitation To Christian Discipleship                                                                             Mr. Jory Young 

The Worship Through Giving:  Tithes & Offerings                                                      Ms. Shawn Tidwell 
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The Special Presentation               Big Bethel Laypersons of the Year            Mr. Guy Howard, President  
                                                                                                                                   Edge-Cannon Lay Organization  

 
The  Remarks                                                                                                                     Pastor John Foster 
 
 
The Lay Benediction 

 
**Visitors may register their attendance online on the Big Bethel Guest Registration Form.    
Thank You for worshipping with us and feel free to come again!!!! 

 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE  READINGS 
Third Sunday of 
Easter 

First* reading and Psalm Alternate* First 

reading and Psalm 

Second reading Gospel 

April 14, 2024 *Acts 4:32-35 Psalm 133 1 John 1:1-2:2 John 20:19-31 

Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our calls. 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Elizabeth Parks (Liz) (404) 691-4590 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=87
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=87
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=87
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=87
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        The Honorable  
            Khadijah Abdur-Rahman 

  
 Meet Khadijah Abdur-Rahman, affectionately known as "Commissioner Khadijah," the committed representative for District 
6, fondly referred to as "The Mighty 6" in Fulton County, Georgia 
.  
Khadijah is not just a Commissioner but also a successful business owner, community organizer, and advocate for human 
rights. Her leadership is driven by a genuine passion for people and a commitment to purposeful decision-making. Before her 
role as Commissioner, she had established herself as a prominent figure in the social justice movement. Growing up in Atlanta, 
she witnessed firsthand the city's ongoing struggle for equity and empowerment with parents who were deeply involved in the 
civil rights movement.  
 
As Commissioner, Khadijah encounters and advances solutions for relevant and critical issues including public safety, human 
trafficking, criminal justice reform, juvenile delinquency, senior services, youth programs, environmental justice, public 
health, housing crisis, economic development, arts, cultural programming, and mental health. The Commissioner’s leadership 
is transformative, bringing about life-changing and life-saving initiatives.  
 
One notable example of Khadijah's collaborative skills was when she joined forces with Georgia's First Lady, Marty Kemp, 
and the State's Attorney General to address the pressing concerns of human trafficking. This partnership is demonstrative of 
her ability to work effectively with individuals and stakeholders from diverse backgrounds.  
 
Khadijah's legislative expertise is widely recognized and respected. Her dedication, expertise, and leadership have earned her 
the admiration and esteem of her colleagues, constituents, and fellow public servants. In response to the needs and challenges 
faced by County Employees, she successfully passed legislation that provided a Pandemic relief bonus check. Additionally, she 
secured enhanced funding for public safety and justice as well as the Office of the District Attorney. Khadijah also championed 
voter-rights legislation, ensuring every citizen's voice was heard and valued. In a spirit of bipartisanship, she collaborated with 
her Republican colleague to establish a pre-arrest diversion center, offering non-violent offenders access to medical treatment 
instead of incarceration. This center is a humane and practical alternative, setting an example for other communities.  
 
In recognition of her outstanding contributions, Khadijah has humbly received many prestigious awards and recognitions 
which include the honors listed below.  
• South Fulton Impact Award, Destination Tomorrow's Ally of the Year Award  

• Greater Works Ministries G.E.M.S. Award for Empowering Women  

• Healing Community Center’s International Women’s Month Award for Outstanding Commitment and Leadership in the 
Community  

• Georgia Association of Physicians of Pakistani Descent Award for Outstanding Community Service  

• The Impact Award (for her dedicated service to senior citizens)  
• Minority Business Association’s Commissioner of the Year 

• In 2023, she received the Joseph R. Biden Lifetime Achievement Award, recognizing her years of dedicated service and 

her positive impact on countless lives. 

• Additionally, she enjoys two distinct and independent designations as Queen Khadijah Abdur Rahman, granting her 

direct access to African and Caribbean governments. As Queen Mother, she plays a crucial role in addressing important 

government and leadership issues impacting the Kingdom. 

• The Emma Darnell Award, and 

• The GMO Movers and Shakers Award 

• The 2024 Trailblazers Award from The Links, Incorporated for Links Day at the Capital 
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Khadijah Abdur-Rahman (continued) 
 

In January 2024, Commissioner Khadijah Abdur-Rahman was elected with bipartisan support to serve as the Vice Chair 

of the Fulton County Board of Commissioners. 

 

Khadijah's commitment to lifelong learning is evident in completing the highly respected University of Georgia's Carl 

Vinson Institute's Lifelong Learning Academy, where she earned certification as a County Commissioner. She actively serves 

on the Board of Directors of the Atlanta Legal Aid Society. She is the fundraising chairperson at Humanitarian Relief Inc., a 

faith-based program providing food to needy people. She is also a Committee Member for the National Association of Coun-

ty Officials and a member of the Advancing Georgia's Counties Association. 

 

Commissioner Khadijah’s roots are steep in Big Bethel A.M.E. Church; her Great-Great Aunt Hattie Mozley 

(deceased) attended Big Bethel in the early 1900s through 1972; her Great Uncle Arthur Travis (deceased) was a member 

from the 1930s through 1990s; her mother, Victoria Travis Jackson (deceased) was a member, and served as a choir mem-

ber and volunteer, from childhood through 2013; her Aunt Joyce Travis Spearman (deceased) volunteered in various areas 

until 2021; her Aunt Violet Travis Ricks, Esq., is currently a member; her brother, Ricky Jackson (deceased) was a member; 

and her sister, Audraine Jackson is currently a member of this historic church. 

 

Commissioner Khadijah is the proud mother of three children, Maleka Abdur-Rahman, Mustafaa Al- Uqdah, and Madi-

nah Al-Uqdah, who all work in public service careers. She is a product of Atlanta Public Schools, having attended Peyton For-

est Elementary, Southwest Atlanta High, and Benjamin E. Mays High. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice from 

the Ambassador Andrew Young School of Policy Studies at Georgia State University. 

 

Commissioner Khadijah’s contact information is 141 Pryor Street, S. W., 10th Floor, Atlanta, GA 30303, 404-612-8222, 
Mighty6@fultoncountyga.gov 
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