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Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Reverend John Foster Ph.D., Senior Pastor 

 

Sunday, March 5, 2023 
10:00AM 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The Prelude                                                                             Kelvin Thompson 

 

*The Doxology                                                               #647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*The Call to Worship                     

Minister:  I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” Our feet have been    

  standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

People: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper  

  in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God; I will seek your good. 

People: They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts  of our God. 

Minister:  O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory dwells. 

People: But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. 

Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,  

             O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 

People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! I will sing of loyalty and of  

  justice, to you, O Lord, I will sing.   

 

The Hymn of Praise…………..………..…………………………………….A.M.E. Hymn #243 - Down At The Cross 
  
1. Down at the cross where my Savior died, down where for cleansing from sin I cried, There to my heart was the  

     blood applied; Glory to His name! 
 

     Refrain: Glory to His name, Glory to His name; There to my heart was the blood applied; Glory to His name! 
 
2.  I am so wondrously saved from sin, Jesus so sweetly abides within, There at the cross where He took me in;     
     Glory to His name! [Refrain] 

  

 
3.  Come to this fountain so rich and sweet, cast thy poor soul at the Savior’s feet; Plunge in today, and be made  
      complete; Glory to His name! [Refrain]  

 

The Invocation 

  

The Worship Through Music                                        Babcock-Young Voices of Unity 

 

The Responsive Scripture                                                                                            Psalm 121:1-8 

 

Minister:  1 I lift up my eyes to the hills-- from where will my help come? 
 
People:     2 My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
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The Responsive Scripture (continued)                                                                           Psalm 121:1-8 
 
Minister: 3 He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
 
People:    4 He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 
Minister:  5 The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
 
People:    6 The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
 
Minister:  7 The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
 
ALL:        8 The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore. 

 
*The Preface to the Decalogue                                                    (in the tune of #258) 

“From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise; let the  

Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue.” 

 

*The Summary of the Decalogue   

 
The Gloria Patri                                                          AME Hymn #626 

The Welcome to Big Bethel                       Philippian Ministry          

 
The Pastor’s Words  
                                                 

Worship Through Music                                                   Babcock-Young Voices of Unity 

 

The Sermon                                                 Pastor John Foster 

 

Invitation to Christian Discipleship  

 

 

 

**Visitors may register their  attendance online on the Big Bethel Guest  

Registration Form.  Thank You for worshipping with us and feel free to  

come again!! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF SALVATION 

Dear Lord, I recognize that I am a sinner. Lord, I am sorry for my sins, and I am ready to change my life. 

I accept your forgiveness. I confess with my mouth that you are Lord, and I believe in my heart that God 

raised you from the dead; therefore, according to the word I am saved. The Bible says “if any person be 

in Christ he or she is a new creation, the old is passed away and behold all things become new.” Lord, I 

thank you for my salvation.   
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†Holy Communion 

THE GENERAL CONFESSION 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all people, we acknowledge and bewail our 

manifold sin and wickedness which we from time to time most grievously have committed by thought, word and deed 

against Your divine Majesty, provoking most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly     repent and 

are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy upon us, have 

mercy upon us, most merciful Father for Your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that is past, and grant that 

we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

The Benediction 

The Worship Through Giving:  Tithes & Offering On Exit  

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Second Sunday in Lent First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel 

March 5, 2023 
 

Genesis 12:1-4a Psalm 121 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 John 3:1-17    or   
Matthew 17:1-9 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Bro. Horace Ford (770) 478-3013 

Sis. Jewel Foster (678) 770-2992 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Elizabeth Parks (Liz) (404) 691-4590 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Sis. Deborah Stephens–Lattimore  (678) 945-4001 

Bro. Don Stewart  (678) 289-2579 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

Let us remember our sick and shut-in 
with our calls. 

To Pastor & Sis Maryann Foster, the Big Bethel 
AME Church Family and Village: 

 

I have been in awe, with overwhelming gratitude, for 
the outpouring of your love, prayers and well wishes, 
as I move toward retirement. I praise God for my     
supportive family. It has been an honor to serve the 
Lord under great leadership, in the role of Special    
Assistant to the Pastor, for these 8.5 years. I shall never 
forget this invaluable experience of ministry to God’s 
“Beloved Community”. Let us pray by the power of the 
Holy Spirit for Rev. Andrea Lewis, Ph.D., as she steps 
into this role. With joy, I look to Jesus for the next step 
in my journey.  In the spirit of the African proverb 
“Umbutu”, I am because you are!                       

 

To God Be All the Glory, 

 Rev. Charmain Purvis  

Associate Minister Big Bethel AME Church 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
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https://form.jotform.com/ 
223625653240148 

https://form.jotform.com/223625653240148
https://form.jotform.com/223625653240148
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6:00AM—Prayer Call  

      (605) 472-5512, Code 772576 

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 

1  6:00AM

        (605) 472

12:05PM & 
Virtual Bible

673604 

  

5  8:45 AM Virtual Sunday School - 

    (712) 778-8972, Code 440772# 

     8:45AM Virtual New Members 

   10:00 AM Worship Service(S)  

   2:00 PM Next Shift (S)        

 

  

6 
6:00AM—Prayer Call  
(605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

 

7 6:00AM—Prayer Call  

   (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 

 

8    6:00AM

       (605) 472

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual 

Study-1

7:00PM (605) 472

772576#

 

12 8:30AM Church School (FH) 

     8:45AM Virtual New Members 

  10:00AM Worship Service (S) 

  10:00AM Youth Church (F) 

    2:00PM NEXT SHIFT (S) 

 

 

 

 

 

13  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

        605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

 

14 6:00AM—Prayer Call  

      (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 
6:30PM CS & F Meeting 

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 

15  6:00AM

       (605) 472
12:05PM & 

Virtual Bible

673604 
 7:00PM (605) 472

19    8:45AM Virtual Church School  

         8:45AM Virtual New Members  

10:00AM Worship Service  
12:30  Virtual YOUTH CHURCH 

 

  
 

 

 

20  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

        (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

 

21  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

      (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 

 

 

 

22  6:00AM Prayer Call

 (712) 775

12:05PM & 

Virtual 

Code: 673604

 7:00PM (605) 472

772576#

26  8:45AM Church School (FH) 
10:00AM Worship Service  

   (S) 

27    6:00AM—Prayer Call  

        (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

28   6:00AM—Prayer Call  

      (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

6:30PM CS & F Meeting 

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 

29  6:00AM

        (605) 472

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual 

Study-1

7:00PM (605) 472

772576#

  
  

Big Bethel's MARCH 2023 

South Georgia Annual Conference

Southwest Annual Conference ~

Big Bethel VILLAGE & 
 SENIORS  DAY   

Southwest Annual Conference  ~  Savannah ,GA
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6:00AM—Prayer Call  

(605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

12:05PM & 7:00PM   
Virtual Bible Study-1-202-9261123 Code: 

673604 

2  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

     (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

 

 

 

 

3   6:00AM—Prayer Call  

      (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

  
 

4  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

     (605) 472-5512, Code 772576#  

8:00AM—LVE FEAST  

9:00AM—Ministerial Staff Mtg  
12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   

 

  

6:00AM—Prayer Call  

(605) 472-5512, Code 772576#                              

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual Bible 

Study-1-202-9261123 Code: 673604 

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 

772576# 

9  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

       (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

  

10  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

      (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

  

11  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

        (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

9:00AM Virtual Steward Board Mtg . 

12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   

 

    

6:00AM—Prayer Call  

(605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 
12:05PM & 6:00PM   

Virtual Bible Study-1-202-9261123 Code: 

673604 
7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 772576#  

 

16     6:00AM—Prayer Call  

           (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

   
 

 

  

17   6:00AM—Prayer Call  

        (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

  

18    6:00AM—Prayer Call  

      (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

 12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   

 
 

 

6:00AM Prayer Call 

(712) 775-8972, Code 440772# 

12:05PM & 6:00PM   

Virtual Bible Study-1-202-9261123 

Code: 673604 

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 

772576#

23   6:00AM—Prayer Call  

        (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

6:30PM Trustee Board Mtg. 

 

 

24  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

        (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

  
 

4:30PM THBB TEAM  Dinner 

25 6:00AM—Prayer Call  

      (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 
9:00AM Edge-Cannon Lay Organiza-

tion  
10:00AM  Altar/Dementia Experience 
Workshop 
12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   

  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

(605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

12:05PM & 6:00PM Virtual Bible 

Study-1-202-9261123 Code: 673604 

7:00PM (605) 472-5512, Code 

772576# 

30  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

       (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

 

31  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

       (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

 

 

   

MARCH 2023 Events Calendar  

South Georgia Annual Conference~ Albany, GA 

Southwest Annual Conference ~Columbus, GA 

  GET THE VACCINE    WEAR YOUR MASK        SOCIAL DISTANCE 

Southwest Annual Conference  ~  Savannah ,GA 
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3/1    Tempestt Davenport, Ayesha Sabir 

3/2    Brian Oden, Ethel Hicks,  
         Louvenia Thomas, Sharon Jordan,  
         Jordan Stanley, Jordan Loud          

3/3    Shawn Tidwell, Randall Wright 

3/4    Austin Jeffery, Murray Chloe 

3/5    Maurice Price, Serenity Cromartie,   
         Charles Anderson,  

3/7    Augustus Pritchett, Jennifer Lowe,  
         Princess Brownlee   

3/8    Amos McCrary, Kendall Hill,  
         Alicia Oden 

3/9    Kawanza Smith 

3/10   Geraldine Burton, Mary Jackson,  
          Lauren Washington, Ni-Col Harris,  
          Kokilia Nelson,  
3/12   Tyan Cloud 

3/13   Rev. Margaret Franklin, Rodrique  
          Taylor 

3/16   Sherrie Johnson-Neal 

 

 

 

3/17   Robert Pritchett, Eric W. Sullivan,  
          Cherie Hill, Leonard Bates 

3/18    Joseph Purter 

3/19    William-Adam Jackson 

3/20    Charis Eppes, Tracy Franklin 

3/21    Njeri Collier, Terri Lynn Day 

3/22    Paige Thomas 

3/23    Frankie Akins, Andrea Smith,  
           Camille Nelson 

3/24    Carol Crowder, Deborah Hutchison,  
           Price Michael,  Derek W.T. Lee 

3/26    Evelyn Jones, Jacqueline Williams-
Rucker, 

3/27    Grace Lynnette Greene 

3/28    Nancy Cooke, Everett Jolly,  
           Norman Childs 

  

Happy Birthday  to all members celebrating 

birthdays during the month of  March!!! 
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 FOLLOW US ON  
TWITTER!    
@BigBethelAMEC 


