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Welcome to Big Bethel AME Church • Atlanta   
10:00AM Worship Service 
Sunday, February 18, 2024  

 

The Organ Prelude………..………………………………..……..……………………...………Bro. Kelvin Thompson 

 
The Doxology………..………………..………………………….……………………….……...…….A.M.E. Hymn No. 647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye  heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

The Call to Worship 

 
Minister:  O God, you have heard the anguished cries of our ancestors.  Their sounds echo and penetrate time to  
                remind us of our fore parents who were brutally captured and forcibly enslaved, as they left the peaceful  
                womb of their African homeland. 

  

People:  “Stony the road we trod.” 

  

Minister:  O God, you have seen the millions of dark bodies buried beneath the tumultuous waves of the deep.   
                Bodies of African men and women who held the seeds of greatness.  You have seen women ’s dreams for  
                a united family vanish as they were sold at auction blocks.  You have seen the legacy of the African Ameri 
                can family decimated and demeaned by those who have attempted to control our destiny.  

  

People:   “Bitter the chastening rod, felt in the days when hope unborn had died.” 

  

Minister:  O God, you have ignited the sparks within us into a blazing demand for freedom, equality and justice.        
                This quest cost Harriet Tubman sleepless nights, as she led her people to freedom; it was an equality that  
                Rosa Parks and civil rights activists fought for and gave their lives for; it was a justice that Martin Luther  
                King, Jr. for, as thousands stood with him at the Lincoln Memorial. 

  

People:   “Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet, come to the place for which our fathers sighted?” 

 

Minister:   O God, you have seen our tears.  You have been pained by the evil of human hearts.  Yet, you loved          
                 humanity enough that you sent your only son to identify with the outcast, marginalized and rejected.  As  
                 the cries of Jesus pierced your heart, so have the cries of your people – cries from different cultures and in  
                 different languages. 

  

People:   “God of our weary years, God of our silent tears.” 

  

Minister:   O God, you answered us during our exodus from Africa.  You wiped every teardrop during our exile in    
                 captivity.  Our fore parents dared to dream that one day, on these shores, we would become politicians,  
                 preachers, educators, doctors, writers, scientists, artists, and so much more.  

  

People:   “Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee.” 

  

Minister:   Our ancestors’ hard work, their courage, their convictions, and their belief in you paved the way for our  
                 emancipation and education.  But it is clear, you have liberated us.  You have set us free.  “Free at last,  
                 free at last, thank God Almighty, I’m free at last!” 

  

ALL:      “Lest our hearts drunk with the wine of the world we forget Thee.  Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may  

                we forever stand.  True to our God and true to our native land.” 

 

The Hymn of Praise……..………………………………….....……A.M.E. Hymn # 571 - Lift Every Voice and Sing 
 
1.   Lift every voice and sing, Till earth and Heaven ring, Ring with the harmonies of liberty; Let our  rejoicing rise   
      High as the listening skies, Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past  
      has taught us, Sing a song full of the hope that the present has  brought us; Facing the rising sun Of our new day  
      begun, Let us march on till victory is won. 

 

2.   Stony the road we trod, Bitter the chastening rod, Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; Yet with a steady  
      beat, Have not our weary feet Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? We have come over a way that      
      with tears has been watered, We have come, treading our path through the  blood of the slaughtered; Out from   
     the gloomy past, Till now we stand at last Where the white gleam  of our bright star is cast. 
 



 

                                                   JESUS SAVES                                                    3 

The Hymn of Praise (Continued)……..………………….....……A.M.E. Hymn # 571 - Lift Every Voice and Sing 

 

3.   God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;  Thou who hast  
      by Thy might, Led us into the light, Keep us forever in the path, we pray. Lest our  feet stray from the places,  
      our God, where we met Thee. Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; Shadowed  
      beneath Thy hand, May we forever stand, True to our God, True to  our native land. 

 
 

The Invocation  
 

 

The Worship Through Music…………………………….………..…………….....................Big Bethel Mass Choir 
 
The Responsive Scripture……………...…………………………….…………...…………...……...……….Mark 1:9-15 
 
Minister: 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 

  

People:   10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending  
                  like a dove on him. 

  

Minister: 11 And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."  

  

People:    12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 

  

Minister: 13 He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the         
                   angels waited on him. 

  

People:    14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,  
  

ALL:          15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good  
                      news." 
 
The Preface to the Decalogue……………………………...…….(In the tune of Come O My Soul) AME Hymn #72                            

From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise;  
let the Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue. 

 
The Summary of the Decalogue 

 
 

The Gloria Patri……………………...…………………………………………….……………………....AME Hymn #627 

The Welcome to Big Bethel…………………………………………………….…………..…The Philippian Ministry 
 
 
 

The Black History Moment                                                                 Big Bethel History & Heritage Ministry 
 
The Worship  Through Creative Expression………………………...…………..Signs of Praise Mime Ministry 
 
The Pastor’s Words 
 
The Introduction of the Preacher 
 
The Worship Through Music………………….………………..........................................…Big Bethel Mass Choir 
 
The Sermon………………………….………………..………………………………….…….Rev. Alan Wicker  
                              Retired Presiding Elder of the Macon East District in the Macon Georgia Annual Conference. 

 
 Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
 
The Worship In Giving:  tithes & offering  
 
The Benediction 
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Alan Hale Wicker was born to the parentage of Jessie Leon Wicker 
and Thelma Elizabeth Bianca Hale (Wicker). His elementary and sec-
ondary education took place in the Orleans Parish Schools, New Or-
leans, Louisiana.  He graduated from Grambling State University, 
(B.S. in Instrumental Music Education, 1974).  He acknowledged his 
call to preach, at age 12 and later was licensed to Preach in 1974 at 
Saint James AMEC, New Orleans.  His Parish Ministry began in Sun, 

Louisiana (1974) and continued in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Georgia, until 2001 where he was 
elevated to the office of Presiding Elder from Wesley Chapel AMEC.  
He has been the pastor of Zion Chapel, Sun, LA., Union Chapel, Kentwood, LA., Saint Matthew, 
Greenville, MS., The Hogansville Circuit, (Hogansville and LaGrange, Georgia), Flipper Chapel, 
Milledgeville, GA., Saint Luke, Macon, GA., Greater Allen Chapel, Macon GA., Gray Chapel, Ma-
con, Georgia, and Wesley Chapel, Milledgeville, GA.  
 
His Ministry as Presiding Elder began on the defunct Southern District in the Southwest Georgia 
Annual Conference and continued on the obsolete Macon District, the Macon Georgia Annual Con-
ference, and now he supplies as the Retired Presiding Elder of the Macon East District in the Ma-
con Georgia Annual Conference.  He is a M.Div. graduate of Turner Theological Seminary (1981) 
at the Interdenominational Theological Center.  He completed 1 Basic Quarter of Clinical Pastoral 
Education at Georgia Retardation Center in Atlanta, GA., 4 quarters of Advanced Clinical Pastoral 
Education at Georgia Mental Health Institute in Atlanta Georgia.  Subsequently he worked as a 
Clinical Chaplain at Central State Hospital in Milledgeville, Georgia for 10 years from 1982 to 
1992.  He completed 6 quarters of Supervisory Clinical Pastoral Education at Central State Hospital 
in Milledgeville, Georgia.   He is also a graduate of Mercer University in Macon Georgia with a 
M.S. degree in Marriage and Family Studies.  
 
He is the husband of the Reverend Gloria J. Wicker, Ed.D.  and together they have four adult chil-
dren and 8 grandchildren (6 biological and 2 step).  His favorite scripture is “But Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto thee” (Matthew 
6:33).  He is a retired presiding elder (June 2022) after 48 years of ministry. 
    
In November of 2021 he was elected as a Trustee for Georgia Military College. His world view is: I 
am activating God’s presence in my life when I love someone.  His Life Lesson Learned (LLL) 
Sometimes GOD has nothing to do with the church, and sometimes the church has nothing to do 
with GOD!  Motto: Do Right In God’s Sight.  Slogan: Results Not Excuses! 

Rev. Alan Hale Wicker  



 

                                                   JESUS SAVES                                                    5 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Elizabeth Parks (Liz) (404) 691-4590 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705  

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

Let us remember our sick 
and shut-in with our calls. 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Transfiguration Sunday First reading Psalm Second reading Gospel 

February 18, 2024 Exodus 24:12-18 Psalm 2  or   Psalm 99 2 Peter 1:16-21 Matthew 17:1-9 

**Visitors may register 
their attendance online 
on the Big Bethel Guest 

Registration Form.   
Thank You for  

worshipping with us 
and feel free to come 

again!!  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=22
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=22
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=22
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=22
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=22
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