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Welcome to Big Bethel AME Church • Atlanta   
10:00AM Worship Service 
Sunday, February 16, 2025  

 

WORSHIP LEADER       Rev. Jessica Buford 

 

The Organ Prelude………..………………………………..……..……………………...………Bro. Kelvin Thompson 

 
The Doxology………..………………..………………………….……………………….……...…….A.M.E. Hymn No. 647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye  heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

The Call to Worship                                                                                                               Rev, Jessica Buford 

 
Minister:     I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!” Our feet have been  
                    standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! (Psalm 122:1-2) 

 

People:       For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the  
                    house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. (Psalm 84:10) 

 

Minister:    For the sake of the house of the Lord our God; I will seek your good. (Psalm 122:9) 

 

People:       They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts  of our God. (Psalm 92:13)  

 

Minister:    O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory dwells. (Psalm 26:8) 

 

People:       But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20)  

 

Minister:    Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable  in  your sight, 

                   O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14) 

 

People:       O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! I will sing of  loyalty and of 
                    justice, to  you, O Lord, I will sing.  (Psalm 98:1,4) 
  
 

The Hymn of Praise……..…………………Wade In The Water—Spiritual.........................Sis. Rose Schofield 
 
The Invocation .........................................................................................................................Bro. Oliver Hudson 
 

 

The Worship Through Music…………………………….………..…………….....................Big Bethel Mass Choir 
 
The Responsive Scripture……………...………Jeremiah 17:5-10................................................Bro. Everett Jolly 
 
Minister:  5Thus says the LORD: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their  
                   strength, whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 
 
People:     6They shall be like a shrub in the desert and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the  
                   parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. 
 
Minister:  7Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. 
 
People:     8They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat  
                   comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to  
                   bear fruit. 
 
Minister:  9The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse-- who can understand it? 
 
All:          10I the LORD test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to  
                  the fruit of their doings.   
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The Preface to the Decalogue……………………………...…….(In the tune of Come O My Soul) AME Hymn #72                            

From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise;  
let the Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue. 

 
The Summary of the Decalogue.............................................................................................Sis. Kawanza Smith 
 

 And Jesus said to him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. This is the great and first commandment. And the second is like it, you shall love your neighbor as yourself. On 
these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.  

 

The Gloria Patri……………………...…………………………………………….……………………....AME Hymn #627 

The Heritage Litany...................................................................................................................Bro. Floyd Baxter 
 
Leader:    O God, you have heard the anguished cries of our ancestors.  Their sounds echo and penetrate time to  
                remind us of our fore parents who were brutally captured and forcibly enslaved, as they left the peaceful  
                womb of their African homeland. 

  

People:   “Stony the road we trod.” 

  
 

Leader:    O God, you have seen the millions of dark bodies buried beneath the tumultuous waves of the deep.   
                Bodies of African men and women who held the seeds of greatness.  You have seen women ’s dreams for  
                a united family vanish as they were sold at auction blocks.  You have seen the legacy of the African Ameri 
                can family decimated and demeaned by those who have attempted to control our destiny.  

  

People:   “Bitter the chastening rod, felt in the days when hope unborn had died.” 

  
 

Leader:    O God, you have ignited the sparks within us into a blazing demand for freedom, equality and justice.        
                This quest cost Harriet Tubman sleepless nights, as she led her people to freedom; it was an equality that  
                Rosa Parks and civil rights activists fought for and gave their lives for; it was a justice that Martin Luther  
                King, Jr. for, as thousands stood with him at the Lincoln Memorial. 

  

People:   “Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet, come to the place for which our fathers sighted?” 

 
 

Leader:    O God, you have seen our tears.  You have been pained by the evil of human hearts.  Yet, you loved          
                 humanity enough that you sent your only son to identify with the outcast, marginalized and rejected.  As  
                 the cries of Jesus pierced your heart, so have the cries of your people – cries from different cultures and in  
                 different languages. 

  

People:   “God of our weary years, God of our silent tears.” 

  
 

Leader:    O God, you answered us during our exodus from Africa.  You wiped every teardrop during our exile in    
                 captivity.  Our fore parents dared to dream that one day, on these shores, we would become politicians,  
                 preachers, educators, doctors, writers, scientists, artists, and so much more.  

  

People:   “Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee.” 

  

Leader:    Our ancestors’ hard work, their courage, their convictions, and their belief in you paved the way for our  
                 emancipation and education.  But it is clear, you have liberated us.  You have set us free.  “Free at last,  
                 free at last, thank God Almighty, I’m free at last!” 

  

ALL:      “Lest our hearts drunk with the wine of the world we forget Thee.  Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may  
                we forever stand.  True to our God and true to our native land.” 
 
The Welcome to Big Bethel…………………………………………………….…………..…The Philippian Ministry 
 
 
 

The Black History Moment ...............................................................Big Bethel History & Heritage Ministry 
 
The Introduction of the Preacher......................................................................................Pastor John Foster 
 
The Worship Through Music………………….………………..........................................…Big Bethel Mass Choir 
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The Sermon……………………….……….…….......................The Rt. Rev. Dr. Adam J. Richardson, Jr. 
                                             115th Elected and Consecrated Bishop 
             African Methodist Episcopal Church, (Retired) 

 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
 
 
The Christian Stewardship Reading                                                                                             Nehemiah 12:47      
          All (of God’s people) contributed the daily portions for the singers, gatekeepers…Levites (ministers). 
 
 
 
The Worship In Giving:  tithes & offering  
 
 
 
The Remarks                                                                                                                             Pastor John Foster 
 
 
The Doxology 
 
The Benediction 

   HISTORY & HERITAGE MINISTRY MEMBERS  
 

Racquel Battle  Deborah Hutchison     Gloria Pritchett 
Betty Cox  Pamela Hurst   Ernest Tate 
Eunice Davis  Richard Marion   M. Paulyne Morgan White 
Carol Dove  Nannette McGee  Kenneth Willhoite 
Jackie Herring  Carla Morrison 
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BISHOP ADAM J. RICHARDSON, JR. (RETIRED) 
115TH ELECTED AND CONSECRATED BISHOP OF THE  

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Adam Jefferson Richardson, Jr. was elected and 
consecrated the 115thBishop in the African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
1996 at Louisville, Kentucky. He was assigned to the 14th Episcopal   
District which includes six countries in West Africa. In the 2000 – 2004 
quadrennial, he served as chair of the Lay Commission and as a member 
of the World Methodist Council. He has chaired the Health Commission 
and twice as chair of the Commission on Seminaries, Universities, Colleges 
and Schools. In 2002, Bishop Richardson served as President of the 
Council of Bishops and the Presiding Bishop of the 19th Episcopal District 

with headquarters in Johannesburg, South Africa. Beginning in 2004, he served as the presiding    
bishop of the Second Episcopal District which  includes North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, 
DC. For eight years, the Second District saw phenomenal growth in  membership, educational support, 
missions-related ministries, and ministry to men, health, prisons, the advancement of women in ministry, 
and a commitment to social and political action. Bishop and Mrs. Richardson took great pride in the 
District’s embrace of ministries to youths and young adults. At the 2012 General Conference, Bishop 
Richardson was elected president of the General Board and was assigned to the Electrifying, Empowering 
Eleventh Episcopal District which includes Florida and the Commonwealth of the Bahamas. Prior to his 
election as a Bishop, he was senior minister of the Bethel A. M. E. Church, Tallahassee, Florida. For 
eighteen years his leadership and teaching skills produced a major ministry of growth in membership, 
new and expanded facilities, outreach to the poor and  dispossessed, with an active presence in the 
community. Bishop Richardson began his educational pursuit in the public schools of Tampa, Florida. 
He received the B.A. degree from the Florida A&M  University (where he was noted as the head drum 
major of the famed Marching ‘100’ Band). He  received the Master of Divinity degree from the Turner 
Theological Seminary at the Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) in Atlanta and the Doctor of  
Sacred Theology degree at the ITC through the Atlanta Theological Association. 

His ministry has included teaching at the Interdenominational Theological Center and Morris Brown 
College in Atlanta, and an adjunct instructor at his alma mater, Florida A&M University. He has          
received recognition from the City of Tallahassee, the State of Florida and the many places he has  
taken his message of hope and encouragement. In 1994, he was cited by Tallahassee Magazine as 
one of the most influential people of that city in the past fifteen years. Bishop Richardson has               
contributed articles or chapters in several books, including: “The Great High Priest” in the African 
American Devotional Bible, 1997 (Congress of National Black Churches); “Courage to Face the Battles 
of Life” in Ain’t That Good News, 1984 (the Rev. Gregory G. M. Ingram, ed.); “An Introduction to the 
New Testament” and “Pastoral Care” in The Pastor’s Manual of the AME Church, 1976 and 2000     
(Dr. George L. Champion, ed.); and has written several instructional manuals for  discipleship training 
and spiritual formation for churches he has served and for use on the lecture circuit, which include 
Take Me To The Water: A Manual For Christian Baptism, 1996; African Methodism 101, 1996;        
Traditional and Charismatic Styles of Ministry, 1996; The Wedding Manual, 1994; The Funeral Manual, 
1995; and Headlines to Homilies: Sermons on Political, Commercial and Other Popular Annoyances, 
2000. His most recent publication is “Let the Church say Amen: Liturgy, Litany and Homily,” published 
in 2012. His travels outside of the United States have taken him to 30 countries, commonwealths and 
nation states. He and his wife of 47 years, Dr. Connie Speights, are the proud parents of two adult  
children, Monique (an attorney), and Trey (a certified radiographer and recipient of two Master’s       
degrees in music theory and classical saxophone). 
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Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705  

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

Let us remember our  
sick and shut-in with our  

prayers and calls. 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Transfiguration Sunday First reading Psalm Second reading Gospel 

February 16, 2025 Jeremiah 17:5-10 Psalm 1 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 Luke 6:17-26 

**Visitors may register 
their attendance online 
on the Big Bethel Guest 

Registration Form.   
Thank You for  

worshipping with us and 
feel free to come 

again!!  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=112
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=112
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=112
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=112
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