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Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Reverend John Foster Ph.D., Senior Pastor 

 

 

Sunday, February 2, 2025 
10:00AM 

HOLY COMMUNION

The Prelude                     Bro. Kelvin Thompson 

 
*The Doxology                                                     AME Hymnal #647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

* The Call to Worship                     

Minister: Oh God, you have heard the anguished cries of our ancestors.  Their sounds echo and penetrate time to remind us  
                  of our fore parents who were brutally captured and forcibly enslaved, as they left the peaceful womb of their                         
                  African homeland. 

  

People:   “Stony the road we trod.” 

  

Minister: Of God, you have ignited the sparks within us into a blazing demand for freedom, equality and justice.  This quest  
                  cost Harriet Tubman sleepless nights, as she led her people to freedom; it was an equality that Rosa Parks and civil  
                  rights activists fought for and gave their lives for; it was a justice that Martin Luther King, Jr. stood for, as  
                  thousands stood with him at the Lincoln Memorial. 

  

People: “Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet, come to the place for which our fathers sighted?” 

  

Minister: Our ancestors’ hard work, their courage, their convictions, and their belief in you paved the way for our emancipation  and      
                     education.  But it is clear, you have liberated us.  You have set us free.  “Free at last, free at last, thank God  
                  Almighty, I’m free at last!” 

  

All :       “Lest our hearts drunk with the wine of the world we forget Thee.  Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever  
                   stand.  True to our God and true to our native land.” 
 

The Hymn of Praise…………….............................................................…"Down By The Riverside" — Spiritual 

 
I'm gonna lay down my burden, down by the riverside, down by the riverside, down by the riverside, I'm gonna lay 
down my burden, down by the riverside, to study war no more. 
  
REFRAIN:  I ain't a gonna study war no more,  study war no more, study war no more, I ain't a gonna study war no  
                   more,  study war no more, study war no more. 
  
I'm gonna lay down my sword and shield, down by the riverside, down by the riverside, down by the riverside 
I'm gonna lay down my sword and shield, down by the riverside, to study war no more.  {REFRAIN} 
  
I'm gonna put on my long white robe, down by the riverside, down by the riverside, down by the riverside, I'm gonna 
put on my long white robe, down by the riverside, to study war no more. {REFRAIN} 
  
 
The Invocation 

 

 

 

The Worship Through Music                                                                           Big Bethel Mass Choir 

 
 

 

 *Congregation stands                                    
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*The Responsive Scripture                                                                  Psalm 71:1-6 
 
Minister:  1 In you, O LORD, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. 
 
People:     2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; incline your ear to me and save me. 
 
Minister:  3 Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress. 
 
People:     4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of the unjust and cruel. 
 
Minister:  5 For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O LORD, from my youth. 
 
All:           6 From my birth I have leaned upon you, my protector since my mother's womb. My praise is  
                   continually of you. 
  
 

*The Preface to the Decalogue                                                    (in the tune of #258) 

“From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise; let the  
Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue.” 

 
 
 
 

*The Summary of the Decalogue  
Hear what Christ our Savior said: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all  your soul, and 
with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it: You shall love your  
neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets”. 
  

The Gloria Patri                                                                                            AME Hymn #626 

 

The Welcome to Big Bethel                                                               Philippian Ministry        
  

 

The Black History Moment                                                  Big Bethel History & Heritage Ministry  

 

The Pastor’s Words  

    

The Worship Through Music                                                Big Bethel Mass Choir 

 

The Sermon                                                                  Pastor John Foster 
                                                                              
Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

  

 

The Christian Stewardship Reading                                                                                  Leviticus 27:30 

 

A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy 

to the LORD. 

 

 

The Worship through Giving:  tithes & offering  
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PRAYER OF SALVATION 

Dear Lord, I recognize that I am a sinner. Lord, I am sorry for my sins, and I am ready to change my life. I accept 

your forgiveness. I confess with my mouth that you are Lord, and I believe in my heart that God raised you from 

the dead; therefore, according to the word I am saved. The Bible says “if any person be in Christ he or she is a 

new creation, the old is passed away and behold all things become new.” Lord, I thank you for my salvation. 

 
 

†Holy Communion 

THE GENERAL CONFESSION 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all people, we acknowledge and bewail 

our manifold sin and wickedness which we from time to time most grievously have committed by thought, word and 

deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly re-

pent and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy upon 

us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father for Your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that is past, 

and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

 

 

The Benediction                                                                                     

 

 

 

**Visitors may register their attendance online on the Big Bethel Guest Registration 

Form.  Thank You for worshipping with us and feel free to come again!!  

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany First reading Psalm Second reading Gospel 

February 2, 2025 Jeremiah 1:4-10 Psalm 71:1-6 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Luke 4:21-30 

SERVING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP EXPERIENCE 
Acolytes  Stewards Dr. Stanley Pritchett & Dr. Chris Parker 

Choir Big Bethel Mass Choir ~ Tamika Kelley– Director Trustees  Floyd Baxter 

Philippians Racquel Battle  Ushers Usherette Ministry #2 

Stewardesses 

R.T. Bussey & Eva Watson Stewardess Ministry 

Rose Schofield and Frankie Akins 

 AV Ministry JaKeilla Rouse & Brandon Collins 

Finance Team |  Joe Patterson, Ed Jones, Linda Williams, Olivia Alston, & Tony Jones  

           Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our prayers &calls. 

Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Sis. Miriam Redding 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110
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Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Bishop Michael L. M, Presiding Prelate, 6th Episcopal District 

Mrs. Cordelia Mitchell., Episcopal Supervisor, 6th Episcopal District 

The Reverend Kimberly McMichael,  Presiding Elder, North Atlanta District 

The Reverend John Foster Ph.D., Senior Pastor 
, Special Assistant to the Senior Pastor 

The Reverend Monica Jones Ph.D., Director of Christian Education & Chaplain for Big Bethel Village  

Reverend Jessica Buford, Thrive College & Young Adult Ministry Director 
Bro. Jeremy Johnson., Minister of Worship & Arts  

The Reverend John Foster, Ph.D., 
The Reverend Shrala Askins, 

The Reverend Wilbert Hobbs,  

The Reverend Ali Holness-Roland,  

The Reverend Monica Jones Ph.D., 

 

The Reverend George Davis,  

The Reverend Bessie Donaldson,  

 The Reverend Betty Miley,   

The Reverend Evelyn Jones, 

The Reverend Charmain Purvis,  

Bro. 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Happy Birthday  to all members celebrating birthdays during  

the month of  February!!! 
 

 

2/1   Lauren Crim, Patricia Diggs,  
2/3   Merlene Thomas, 
2/4   William Coleman, Karen Walter,  
2/6    Joseph Patterson, Marla Thompson- 
          Kendall, Linda Lowe 
2/7    Manuel Santiago Plata 
2/8    Alfredda Jackson, Carnella Robinson,      
          Susan Wright, Anna Lucas 
2/9    Melvin Aiken, Tanyika Black, Wanda  
          Ridgeway, 
2/10   Jewell Foster 
2/11   Sydney Pritchett, Rita Zorn 
2/12   Stephen Jackson, Guy Howard 
2/13   Dr. Rosa Baxter, Henderson Pettway 
2/14   Christian Pettway 
2/15   Henry Green, Demetrius Sheppard, 
2/16   Rev. Dr. Lairalaine M. White; 

2/17   Sheila Bussey, Alexandria Miller,           
           Maria White Tillman, 
2/18    J. Wayman Henry III,  
2/19    Wesley Jackson, Jr. 
2/20    Timothy Crim, Axl Thomas Jordan  
            Roland, 
2/21    Marie Brown  
2/22    Lyndon Devorce, Brooke Austin 
2/23    Geraldine Dodson Chandler, David  
             Philips, 
2/25     Justin Spearman, Christopher H. Adams 
2/26    Alexander Lewis Johnson, Ronnie Oden, 
2/27    Lolita Griffith, Kayla Jenkins, 
2/28    Celeste Ariel Jackson, Ernest Tate,  
            Ruth Sisk Harris, Jennifer Smith, 
            Miriam Redding, Billy Howard Ingram   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

  

2 8:30 AM Virtual Sunday School - 

    (712) 778-8972, Code 440772# 

8:45AM Virtual New Members 

10:00 AM Worship Service(S)  

  2:00 PM Next Shift (S)        

 

3    4    

6:30PM CS & F Meeting  

 

7PMWEM Bible Study   
•https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87171726645?
pwd=anFGaTlwZ1lsaEtiL3ROdlBNQVpFQ
T09 

5      

12:05PM & 6:00PM   

Virtual Bible Study-1-202

Code: 673604 

7:00 Virtual Discipleship Bible Study  

(605) 472-5512, Code 772576#

 

  

9   
8:30AM Virtual Church School  

8:45AM Virtual New Members  

10:00AM Worship Service &YOUTH CHURCH 
11:30  Children & Youth Mid-day  

           Sunday School 

 

  

10   
  

 

 

11    
       

7PM WEM Bible Study   

•https://us02web.zoom. 
us/j/87171726645?pwd= 
anFGaTlwZ1lsa 
EtiL3ROdlBNQVpFQT09 
 
 
 

12   

       

12:05PM & 6:00PM—   
Virtual Bible Study-1-202-926-

Code: 673604 
 
 

 
7:00PM—Virtual Discipleship 
Bible Study (Same # as Prayer Call)

16  8:30AM Virtual Church School  

8:45AM Virtual New Members  

10:00AM Worship Service  

 

***Wear Afrocentric Attire*** 

 
 

 

17   

  
18   
       

6:30PM CS & F Meeting 

7PMWomens Bible Study   
•https://us02web.zoom. 
us/j/87171726645?pwd= 
anFGaTlwZ1lsa 
EtiL3ROdlBNQVpFQT09 
 
 

19   

       

12:05PM & 6:00PM   

Virtual Bible Study-1-202

Code: 673604 
7:00 Virtual  
Discipleship Bible  
Study  (605) 472-5512, Code 772576#

23 8:30AM Virtual Church School    

  
 

 

24  25   
          

WEM Bible Study  7PM 
•https://us02web.zoom. 
us/j/87171726645?pwd= 
anFGaTlwZ1lsa 
EtiL3ROdlBNQVpFQT09 

26   
            

12:05PM & 6:00PM   

Virtual Bible Study-1-202

Code: 673604 

7:00 Virtual Discipleship Bible Study  
(605) 472-5512, Code 772576#

    

Big Bethel's                             

T urne r  T heo l og i ca l  S em inary   F ound ers ’  Day  Ce l eb r at io n  
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

  1 

 

8:00AM—LVE FEAST –Ministerial Staff 

9:00AM—Ministerial Staff Mtg  
12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   
 

 

 

1-202-926-1123 

7:00 Virtual Discipleship Bible Study  

5512, Code 772576# 
 

 

6    
 

 

7   
            

8  
 

9:00AM Virtual Steward Board Meeting  

12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   

 

 
926-1123  

Virtual Discipleship  
(Same # as Prayer Call) 

13  
            

 

14   
       

  

15  

       12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   

 

 

1-202-926-1123 

 
5512, Code 772576# 

20   

       

 

 

21   

       

 

 

22  
10:00AM Edge-Cannon Lay Organization  

12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   

 

 

 

1-202-926-1123 

7:00 Virtual Discipleship Bible Study  
5512, Code 772576# 

27   
       

28 
 
4:00 pm- Big Bethel 
Trinity House TEAM 
Dinner  

 

   

                            2025 Events 
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