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Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Reverend John Foster Ph.D., Senior Pastor 

 

January 1, 2023 
10:00AM 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

The Prelude                                                                     Bro. Kelvin Thompson 

  

• The Doxology                                                                               #647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 

* The Call to Worship                     

Minister:  I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” Our feet have been    

  standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

People: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper  

  in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God; I will seek your good. 

People: They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts  of our God. 

Minister:  O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory dwells. 

People: But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. 

Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,  

            O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 

 

People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! I will sing of loyalty and of  
  justice, to you, O Lord, I will sing.   
 
 
The Hymn of Praise                              AME Hymn #5 –All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name 
 
1.  All hail the power of Jesus' name! Let angels prostrate fall, Let angels prostrate fall; Bring forth the royal   
     diadem,   And crown…Him,  crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, And crown Him Lord of all. 
  
2.  Ye chosen seed of Israel's race, Ye ransomed from the fall, Ye ransomed from the fall; Hail Him who  
     saves you by his grace,  And crown…Him,  

  
3.  O that with yonder sacred throng We at His feet may fall, We at His feet ma fall!  We'll join the everlasting   
     song.    And crown…Him,  crown Him, crown Him, crown Him, And crown Him Lord of all.  Amen 

  

 

The Invocation 

 

 

The Worship Through Music                                      Babcock-Young Voices of Unity 
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The Responsive Scripture……………………………………………..……………………...…Hebrews 2:10-16 
 
Minister: 10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children   
                   to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 
 
People:  11 For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is  
                  not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 
 
Minister: 12 saying, "I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I  
                    will praise you." 
 
People:  13 And again, "I will put my trust in him." And again, "Here am I and the children whom God has given me." 
 
Minister: 14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same   
                    things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the  
                    devil, 
 
People:  15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 
 
ALL:       

16
 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 

  
 *The Preface to the Decalogue                                                  (in the tune of #258) 

“From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise; let the  

Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue.” 

 

*The Contemporary Decalogue 
  
Leader: Hear the commandments of God to His people: I am the Lord your God who  
                 brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me. 
  
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
  
Leader: You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
  
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
  
Leader: You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 
  
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
  
Leader: Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy. 
  
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
  
Leader: Honor your father and your mother. 
  
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
  
Leader: You shall not commit murder. 
  
  

People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
  
  
  

Leader: You shall not commit adultery. 
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*The Contemporary Decalogue (continued) 
  
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
  

Leader: You shall not steal. 
  
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
  
Leader: You shall not be a false witness. 
  
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
  
Leader: You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
  
People: Amen. Lord have mercy. 
  
Leader: And He said to him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your Soul, 
and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it. You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets. 
  
 

The Gloria Patri                                                                               AME Hymn #627 

The Welcome to Big Bethel                                 The Philippian Ministry             

 
 
The Pastor’s Words  
 
 
 

 

The Worship Through Music                                                                           Babcock-Young Voices of Unity 

 

 
The Sermon                                                     Reverend Dr. Larry W. Hudson, Sr.,  
                                                                      Presiding Elder, North Atlanta District  

                                     

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 

 

THE PRAYER OF SALVATION 

Dear Lord, I recognize that I am a sinner. Lord, I am sorry for my sins, and I am ready to change my life. I accept 

your forgiveness. I confess with my mouth that you are Lord, and I believe in my heart that God raised you from 

the dead; therefore, according to the word I am saved. The Bible says “if any person be in Christ he or she is a 

new creation, the old is passed away and behold all things become new.” Lord, I thank you for my salvation. 

**Visitors may register their attendance online on the Big Bethel Guest Registration 

Form.  Thank You for worshipping with us and feel free to come again!!  
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Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Bro. Horace Ford (770) 478-3013 

Sis. Jewel Foster (678)770-2992 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Elizabeth Parks (Liz) (404) 691-4590 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Sis. Deborah Stephens–Lattimore (678) 

945 4001 

Bro. Don Stewart  (678) 289-2579 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

Let us remember our sick 
and shut-in with our calls. 

†The Affirmation of Faith 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ His only son our Lord who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead; and 

buried. The third day he arose from the dead; he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Church Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sin, the resurrection of the body and the life        

everlasting. Amen. 

 

† The Holy Communion 

THE GENERAL CONFESSION 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all people, we acknowledge and bewail 

our manifold sin and wickedness which we from time to time most grievously have committed by thought, word and 

deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly   

repent and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy  

upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father for Your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that is 

past, and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  

†The Benediction                                        

The Worship through Giving:  tithes & offering on Exit 

First Sunday after 
Christmas Day 

First reading Psalm Second reading Gospel  
WEEKLY 

SCRIPTURE 
READINGS January 1, 2023 Isaiah 63:7-9 Psalm 148 Hebrews 2:10-18 Matthew 2:13-23 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
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Presiding Elder Hudson: A True Visionary with a Heart for God

 
          Presiding Elder Dr. Larry W.  Hudson, Sr. is a native of Rome, Georgia where he attended the public ele-
mentary and high schools. He is a graduate of Georgia College, Milledgeville, Georgia with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree and earned a Master of Divinity Degree from the Turner Theological Seminary at the Interdenominational 
Theological Center, Atlanta, Georgia. An honorary Doctor of Divinity degree was bestowed upon him by Morris 
Brown College, Atlanta, Georgia in 2015. The South District of the Atlanta-North Georgia Conference honored El-
der Hudson as Presiding Elder of the Year in May 2016. In September 2016, the Sixth Episcopal District Lay Organi-
zation honored Elder Hudson as Outstanding Presiding Elder of the Year during their Biennial Convention. 
 
He accepted his call to ministry in 1975 at his home church, Bethel A.M.E. Church, Rome, Georgia. His visionary 
and perceptive leadership has been demonstrated in all of his pastoral appointments which include: Bethel A.M.E. 
Church (Woodbury, Georgia); Bush Chapel A.M.E. Church (Zebulon, Georgia) the church constructed a new edi-
fice;     Cleveland Chapel A.M.E. Church (McDonough, Georgia) the church completed a major renovation; Wesley 
Chapel A.M.E. Church (Rock Mart, Georgia) the church constructed an annex; St. Thomas A.M.E. Church 
(Thomasville, Georgia) the church underwent major renovations; Antioch A.M.E. Church (Decatur, Georgia) the 
church reclaimed the structure and property for the A.M.E. Church; Bethel A.M.E. Church (Augusta, Georgia) the 
church was relocated, and the surrounding property purchased, to provide an area that promoted opportunities for 
growth and community involvement. Ministries were increased and expanded into the community; and St. Mark 
A.M.E. Church (Atlanta, Georgia) the church was renovated with the construction of an Administration Building and 
elevator.  Reverend Hudson was appointed Presiding Elder of the South District of the Atlanta North Georgia Confer-
ence in June 2014. He was appointed Presiding Elder of the North District of the Atlanta North Georgia Conference in June 
2016.  His employment career includes Adjunct Professor at Paine College, Augusta, Georgia and Voorhees College, 
Denmark, South Carolina. He has been a teacher, counselor and Assistant Director with the State of Georgia Depart-
ment of Children and Youth  Services, Regional Youth Detention Center. He taught secondary school at Boddie Jun-
ior High School, Milledgeville, Georgia.   

 
 

Reverend Hudson served in the Armed Services during the Vietnam Era. He has received numerous awards and hon-
ors. He was inducted into the Turner Alumni Hall of Fame of Turner Theological Seminary in 2015. He has served 
with various civic and community organizations, including the Harrisburg Anvil (Augusta), Minority Advisory 
Board of WJBF (Channel 6), the Optimist Club (Augusta) and Stoklein Temple – 32 Degree Mason (Augusta) and 
Compass Lodge 160 (Sparta). He is a Charter Member of the Blackstone Shrine Club of Sparta, Georgia. However, 
his greatest honor is being called to preach the Word of God. Knowing as Nehemiah “The God of heaven, he will 
prosper us”, he led the South District – “Rebuilding and Retooling for the Future”. With the Lord’s guidance, the 
North District will see that “The Best Is Yet To Come”.  
 
Presiding Elder Hudson serves as Treasurer and Trustee of the Sixth Episcopal District, and the Treasurer of the Trus-
tee Board of Turner Theological Seminary. He is the Fourth Year Advisor of the Atlanta North Georgia Conference 
Board of Examiners.  He has worked diligently alongside others to save and restore the reputation of Morris Brown 
College – a true treasure of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. He serves the A.M.E. Church at the Connec-
tional Level as a member of the Episcopal Committee of The General Board of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church since first being elected in 1996. 
 

 

Presiding Elder Hudson has been married to Barbara Clayton Hudson for over 40 years and is the father of three    

children and the grandfather of nine.      
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

1  8:30 AM Sunday School —(FH) 

    (712) 778-8972, Code 440772# 

8:45AM Virtual New Members 

10:00 AM Worship Service (S)  

  2:00 PM Next Shift         

2  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

           (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

12Noon-Prayer -God’s Authority     

3  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

           (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

12Noon-Prayer- 

Church Leadership   

4   6:00AM—Prayer Call 

           (605) 472-5512, Code 772576#

12Noon-Prayer-Salvation for unsaved
12:05PM Virtual Bible

            1-515-606-5183 Code: 673604

7:00PM Virtual Bible 

            (605) 472-5512, Code 772576#

  

8 8:30 AM Virtual Sunday School - 

    (712) 778-8972, Code 440772# 

8:45AM Virtual New Members 

10:00AM Worship Service (S)  

  2:00PM Next Shift (S)        
12Noon Prayer 

United States Government   

9  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

           (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

12Noon-Prayer - 

Social/Economic  Justice  

10 6:00AM—Prayer Call  

(605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

12Noon-Prayer-Bridge divide of 

relatability between the church and 

young people   

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 
6:30PM Virtual CS & F Meeting   

11 6:00AM Prayer Call 

 (605) 472-5512, Code 772576#

12Noon-Prayer- 

Abused and exploited children.

12:05PM Virtual Bible

            1-515-606-5183 Code: 673604

7:00PM Virtual Bible 

            (605) 472-5512, Code 772576#

15   8:45AM Virtual Church School  

8:45AM Virtual New Members  

10:00AM Worship Service (S) 

12Noon-Prayer-Three Branches of 

Government   
12:30  Virtual YOUTH CHURCH 

16    6:00AM—Prayer Call  

           (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

12Noon-Prayer-Comfort for bereaved 
family and friends   

17    6:00AM—Prayer Call  

           (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

12Noon-Prayer-“Gladness of God 

(joy of Jesus) in our heart”.   

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 

 

18                   8:00 AM

          SPECIAL DAY OF PRAYER
 

 
 

12:05PM Virtual Bible Study

            1-515-606-5183 Code: 673604

22  8:30AM Virtual Church School  

10:00AM Worship Service (S) 

12Noon-Prayer-Our Education System  
 
12:30  Virtual YOUTH CHURCH 
 

 
 

23 6:00AM—Prayer Call (605) 472-5512,  
         Code 772576# 

 

24  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

        (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

WEM Bible Study  7PM 

Zoom  ID:406 713 1874 
 6:30PM Virtual CS & F Meeting  

  

25   6:00AM Prayer Call (605) 472

         Code 772576#  
  

12:05PM Virtual Bible

            1-515-606-5183 Code: 673604

7:00PM Virtual Bible 

            (605) 472-5512, Code 772576#

    

29  
8:30AM Virtual Church School  

10:00AM Worship Service (S)        

12:30  Virtual YOUTH CHURCH 

 

30   6:00AM—Prayer Call  

           (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

 

31   6:00AM—Prayer Call  

           (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

 

WEM Bible Study 7PM 

ZoomID:406 713 1874 
 

 

 

      

Church’s  Mission of
Discipleship/Service
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4:00 PM-THBB Team Dinner 

Drop-off    

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Prayer Call  

5512, Code 772576# 

Salvation for unsaved 
Bible Study- 

-5183 Code: 673604 
Bible Study  

5512, Code 772576# 

  

5  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

           (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

12Noon-Prayer - 

Open Communication/Dialogue  

6  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

           (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

12Noon-Prayer - 

Loss of life thru violence/injury  

7 9:00AM Ministerial Staff Mtg can-
celled 
12Noon-Prayer- 

        Religious disengagement/ 
         disorganization   
 12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   

6:00AM Prayer Call 

5512, Code 772576# 

Abused and exploited children.  

Bible Study- 

-5183 Code: 673604 
Bible Study  

5512, Code 772576# 

12  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

(605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

12Noon-Prayer:Youth of the nation.  
 

13  6:00AM—Prayer Call  

           (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

12Noon-Prayer 
Sick and Shut In/Care givers  

14  6:00AM Prayer Call  (605) 472-5512,  

                     Code 772576# 
9:00AM Virtual Steward Board Meeting  

12Noon-Prayer-Bible Illiteracy/ Chris-

tian Education  
 

12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   

8:00 AM—4:00PM        

SPECIAL DAY OF PRAYER 

Bible Study- 

5183 Code: 673604 

19    6:00AM—Prayer Call  

           (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

12Noon-Prayer-Community/
Community Partnerships/Outreach 

 

20  6:00AM—Prayer Call  (605) 472-5512,  

          Code 772576# 

 12Noon-Prayer-Peace in Our World    

  

  

  

  

21 6:00AM Prayer Call  (605) 472-5512,  

             Code 772576# 

12Noon-Prayer-Morris Brown and oth-

er church universities.   

12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   
 

 

6:00AM Prayer Call (605) 472-5512,  

#  

Bible Study- 

-5183 Code: 673604 
Bible Study  

5512, Code 772576# 

26 6:00AM—Prayer Call      

       (605) 472-5512, Code 772576# 

 

 

27  6:00AM Prayer Call  (605) 472-5512,  

                     Code 772576# 

 12Noon-Prayer-Our Educational  

                                System 

 4:00PM THBB TEAM DINNER 

              Drop-off  

28  6:00AM—  Prayer Call   (605) 472-5512,  

                           Code 772576 

10:00 AM-11:00AM Edge-Cannon Lay  

                                 Organization (RM) 

 12:30-2:00PM BB Saturday School   

 

   

    

s  Mission of 
Discipleship/Service  

NORTH  ATLANTA DISTRICT CONFERENCE  
Bethel AMEC- Dalton ~ 620 Spring Street Dalton, GA 30720 

   Thank God for the new year…and another chance      
    to get it right because The Best is yet to come!! 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Happy Birthday to all members celebrating birthdays during this month! 

1/1     Jozan Powell-Wright, Delores Turner,   
          Nathan Brown, Raymond Richardson 
1/2     Cheryl Taylor 
1/3     Dawn Montgomery, Ethel Reed 
1/5     Cornelius Pettway, Brenda Childs,  
          Daniel King, Sr. 
1/6     JoAnn Brazil, Aleavy Glover 
1/7     Cynthia Turner, Jalyn Buster 
1/8     Carolyn Smith 
1/9 Sutton Pritchett 
1/10   Bridgett Smith 
1/11   Adrian Gantt 
1/12   Cornella Mills, Raleigh Durden 
1/13   Mary Dansby, Jessica Parker,  
          Theresa Robinson 
1/15   John Jordan,  
1/16   Tierre Brooks, Kimberly Looney,  
          Rev. Joyce Young, Pearlean Spottsville 
1/17   Keaton Mitchell, Rev. Norris Walters 
1/18   Evelyn Johnson, Taylor Fulton 
 
 

 1/19   Tony Jones, Jr., Sherri  Wright,  
          Sherard Pritchett, Zanetta Johnson 
1/20   Sheila Austin, Bambia Boykin, Delaine  
          Jones, Jairius Wilson, Dean Yarbrough, 
             Wilbur Fuller 
1/21    Naja Mix 
1/22    Joseph Young, M. Lee Rozier, Jamira  
           Porter 
1/23    Michael Kennedy, Ruby Parham,   
           Nadasia Robbins 
1/24    Curtis Eppes, Batsile Senatle 
1/25    Rev. Gwen Senatle, Savannah Pritchett, 
               Devon Cameron 
1/27    Chanta Miller, Rev. Ali Holness- 
           Roland, Monique Blanding, Jennifer  
           Marie Charles 
1/28    Minnie Bennett, Keith Halford,  
           Kenneth Mitchell 
1/29    Jacqueline Michael, Colette Hughey 
1/31    Jacqueline Eppes, Sherri Miller,  
           Patrick Gregory 
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Join Us @2:00PM 
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