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Sunday Sermon Recap 
September 6, 2026  |  Elder Matt Downs  |  Laveen Baptist Church 

 

1. Sermon Date 
Sunday, September 6, 2026 

2. Link to Sermon 
Full Service:  https://www.youtube.com/live/e35dGDoayAo?si=gBJJGgHYzOt78Cz7 

Sermon Only:  https://youtu.be/rB0ME-Oyku4 

3. Main Passage 
Proverbs 9 

Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn out her seven pillars… “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” … The 
woman Folly is loud; she is seductive and knows nothing… But he does not know that the dead are there, that her 
guests are in the depths of Sheol. 

4. Title 
The Gospel According to Proverbs 

5. Summary and Highlights 
Elder Matt Downs presented Proverbs 9 as the climax of the opening section of the book of Proverbs. Using a 
simple narrative structure (the “climax triangle”), he showed how the chapter brings the reader to a decisive choice 
between two competing invitations. 

Lady Wisdom’s Invitation 
• Wisdom has built a solid house with seven pillars and prepared a rich feast—symbolizing spiritual 

abundance, stability, and the life God offers. 
• She calls out from the highest places of the city to the “simple” (the undecided, the naïve), urging them to 

leave foolishness, turn in, and live. 
• Her invitation leads to understanding, the fear of the Lord, knowledge of the Holy One, and intimate 

relationship with God. 

Lady Folly’s Counter-Invitation 
• Folly is loud, careless, and ignorant. She also sits in the high places, mimicking the appearance of true 

worship. 
• She offers “stolen water” and “secret bread”—the temporary pleasure of sin that is hidden and forbidden. 
• Her path ends in Sheol. Those who enter her house do not realize that the dead are there; her guests are in 

the depths of the grave. 

The Decisive Choice 
• Every person must choose. Correction strengthens the wise but provokes the scoffer. The choice of wisdom 

or folly shapes character and destiny. 
• The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 
• Elder Matt connected Proverbs 9 directly to Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 7 about the wise and foolish 

builders: the one who hears and obeys Jesus builds on the rock; the one who hears and ignores Him builds 
on sand. 

The sermon closed with a clear gospel call: choose Wisdom—choose God. The only safe and life-giving response is 
to turn from folly and enter the house Wisdom has prepared. 
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6. Key Takeaway 
Two voices are calling. Wisdom offers life, understanding, and intimacy with God. Folly offers secrecy, 
temporary pleasure, and death. The choice is yours—and it determines your character, your destiny, and 
your relationship with God. Choose the fear of the Lord. Choose to hear and obey Jesus. Build on the rock. 

 

If you have not received Jesus as your Savior, here is a clear guide: 
Plan of Salvation begins with recognizing that God is holy and every person is a sinner, separated from Him and 
deserving His righteous judgment (Romans 3:10, 23; 6:23). Because of His great love, God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, 
who lived a sinless life, died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins, and rose bodily from the dead, securing victory 
over sin and death (Isaiah 53:5–6; 1 Corinthians 15:3–4; 2 Corinthians 5:21). The Bible teaches that salvation is by God’s 
grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, not by good works (Ephesians 2:8–9; Titus 3:5). God calls every person to 
repent—turn from sin—and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord (Mark 1:15; Acts 20:21; Romans 10:9–10, 
13). Everyone who genuinely trusts in Christ is forgiven, declared righteous, born again by the Holy Spirit, adopted into 
God’s family, and given eternal life, which is evidenced by a life of growing obedience and perseverance in faith (John 
1:12–13; John 3:3–7, 16; Romans 5:1; 8:1, 14–17; James 2:17; Philippians 1:6). 

A Prayer of Salvation 
Heavenly Father, 
I know that I am a sinner and that I cannot save myself. I believe that Jesus Christ is Your Son, that He lived a sinless 
life, died on the cross for my sins, and rose again on the third day. Today I turn from my sin and place my trust in 
Jesus Christ alone as my Savior and Lord. Please forgive my sins, give me a new heart, and help me follow You all 
the days of my life. Thank You for Your grace, Your mercy, and the gift of eternal life. I confess Jesus as my Lord and 
gladly receive Him by faith. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

If you prayed this prayer or have questions about trusting Christ, please reach out to one of the pastors or elders. We 
would love to talk with you and walk alongside you. 

In Christ alone 


