Sunday Sermon Recap
August 23, 2026 | Pastor Harry Sexton | Laveen Baptist Church

1. Title

The Fear of Man vs. the God of Justice (Proverbs Continued)

2. Link to Sermon
https://www.youtube.com/live/8ap62UpVNIc?si=J5Qt6ZVSAYMLI12K

3. Main Passage
Proverbs 29:25-26

“The fear of man brings a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe. Many seek the ruler’s
favor, but justice for man comes from the Lord.”

4. Summary and Highlights

Pastor Harry continued our study in Proverbs by focusing on the nature of true justice. He began with a
light illustration from his favorite comic-book series (Marvel/DC) simply to show what the message is not
about—human ideas of justice that shift depending on who is giving or receiving it.

Human justice is a moving target. Like a student who stays up all night to meet a paper deadline only to
learn the deadline has been extended, our sense of what is “fair” constantly changes with circumstances
and opinions.

In contrast, justice is part of God’s very nature. He is not influenced by gifts, popularity, or public pressure
(Deuteronomy 32:4).

Key warnings from the text:
» The fear of man is a snare (trap). When we seek the praise or approval of people more than the

approval of God, our worship becomes distorted and we compromise our values.

» Examples given: Peter, who denied Jesus three times after being confronted by a servant girl by the
fire; and Pilate, who handed Jesus over because of fear of the crowd. Both ended in paralysis and
guilt.

* Galatians 1:4-10 asks the searching question: “Am | now trying to please people?”
The promise for those who trust the Lord is security and safety. God will ultimately make things right. We
are called to:

e Trust in the Lord with all our heart and lean not on our own understanding (Proverbs 3:5-6).

» Draw near to God in surrender; He will lift us up and set us in a place of protection.

* Appeal to the highest court—the God of heaven—when we are wronged, resting in His perfect

timing.

» Remember that God will make our righteousness shine like the noonday (Psalm 37:6).

The sermon closed with a clear challenge: Do you know the God of Justice? Fear the One who created
heaven and earth and holds the universe together, rather than living under the shifting opinions of people.


https://www.youtube.com/live/8ap62UpVNlc?si=J5Qt6ZVSAYML912K

5. Key Takeaway

Stop letting the opinions of people drive your actions and trap you in fear. Place your trust fully in
the unchanging God of justice. He alone is perfectly just, He alone will make all things right in His
perfect time, and He alone can keep you safe.

If you have not received Jesus as your Savior, here is a clear guide:

Plan of Salvation begins with recognizing that God is holy and every person is a sinner, separated from
Him and deserving His righteous judgment (Romans 3:10, 23; 6:23). Because of His great love, God sent
His Son, Jesus Christ, who lived a sinless life, died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins, and rose
bodily from the dead, securing victory over sin and death (Isaiah 53:5-6; 1 Corinthians 15:3—4; 2
Corinthians 5:21). The Bible teaches that salvation is by God’s grace alone through faith alone in Christ
alone, not by good works (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5). God calls every person to repent—turn from
sin—and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord (Mark 1:15; Acts 20:21; Romans 10:9-10,
13). Everyone who genuinely trusts in Christ is forgiven, declared righteous, born again by the Holy Spirit,
adopted into God’s family, and given eternal life, which is evidenced by a life of growing obedience and
perseverance in faith (John 1:12-13; John 3:3-7, 16; Romans 5:1; 8:1, 14-17; James 2:17; Philippians
1:6).

A Prayer of Salvation
Heavenly Father,
| know that | am a sinner and that | cannot save myself. | believe that Jesus Christ is Your Son, that He
lived a sinless life, died on the cross for my sins, and rose again on the third day. Today | turn from my sin
and place my trust in Jesus Christ alone as my Savior and Lord. Please forgive my sins, give me a new
heart, and help me follow You all the days of my life. Thank You for Your grace, Your mercy, and the gift
of eternal life. | confess Jesus as my Lord and gladly receive Him by faith.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

If you prayed this prayer or have questions about trusting Christ, please reach out to one of the pastors or
elders. We would love to talk with you and walk alongside you.
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In Christ alone



