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Notes from Harry Sexton, Assoc. Pastor

Welcome all to September. For those of you with children in your lives, school has been underway
for a month, and you’re probably beginning to think about Fall and pumpkin spice ‘season.’ | haven't
done this in some time so let me give you some special ‘days’ that happen this month. National Welsh
Rarebit Day (if you don’t know what that is think wheat toast with melted cheddar cheese. No rabbit is
involved) is on the 3"; Labor Day (or as | grew up — Jerry Lewis Telethon) on the 7"; the 12" is National
Chocolate Milkshake Day; and one of my favorites is National Guacamole Day on the 16™. But, the first
of September is something that should resonate with all of us who are believers as it has been designat-
ed as National Forgiveness Day.

From a strictly humanistic viewpoint,studies have shown that forgiveness can lower blood pressure,
reduce heart rate, and even enhance the immune system. In fact, forgiveness can also increase mental
resilience because it releases negative emotions that disrupt mental health. Plus, when people experi-
ence forgiveness, they are more likely to engage in acts of kindness toward others. It should be no sur-
prise that what God has directed us to do should have positive impacts on us.

While forgiveness is commanded, it is also a pathway to reconciliation and peace within the body of
Christ. Jesus teaches that reconciliation should be sought actively, as seen in Matthew 5:23-24:
"Therefore if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something
against you, leave your gift there before the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come
and offer your gift". This instruction places a priority on mending relationships, indicating that for-
giveness is integral to worship and community life.

So, if you want to have the kind of life that God wants you to have, then it’s time to practice the kind
of forgiveness that Jesus Himself exemplified. The world has recognized the benefits because God’s
way always works. It's September, so instead of having it be just on the first, let's make everyday For-
giveness Day to others since every day we live under the forgiveness of God through the work of Jesus.
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Notes from the Youth Team

One of my favorite books in the Bible is Psalms, for several reasons. Each chapter is not depend-
ent on the other chapters in the book. They each have their own context so you can read any one of
them at any time. Also, they are full of human experience and God’s faithfulness. No matter what circum-
stance you find yourself in, you can find a Psalm that will help you grieve, repent, rejoice, praise, trust, or
celebrate.

One of the Psalms I've read several times lately is Psalm 5. It's a Psalm of David that begins with
David asking God to pay attention to his prayers and continues by contrasting the ways of the wicked and
the ways of the righteous. The wicked cannot stand in the presence of God and will be destroyed, but
those who love His name find shelter in His house through His faithful love. They will be surrounded with
His favor like a shield. This is the God to whom we pray.

Verse 3 of chapter 5 says, “At daybreak, Lord, You hear my voice; at daybreak | plead my case to
You and watch expectantly.” (HCSB). Not only does David bring his needs to God who hears him, but he
watches expectantly for the answer. The root of this phrase means “to lean forward”, ie. “to peer into the
distance”. It's the idea of hopefully and eagerly anticipating what God will do. This is the same God who
works all things for the good of those who love Him, who He has called for His purpose (Romans 8:28).

| remember when | was little and my grandparents came to visit. | didn’t know for sure when they
would get there so | kept running to the window to see if they were outside. | was watching expectantly for
their arrival.

Are you looking forward hopefully and eagerly for God to answer your prayer? Whatever the an-
swer may be, you can trust that it will be what you need to live a righteous life given to you by a God who
shelters and guides those who love His name.

“Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him, and He will act.” Psalm 37:5

Wednesdays: Wednesday Night Worship - 6:00 — 8:00 pm (Schoolyear Schedule)
September 2"%: Kickoff Night — Water Games
September 6 Parent Meeting after morning service
September 12™: Lake Day — 7:00 am — 4:00 pm
September 25" - 26™: DNow — Happy Valley Road Baptist Church
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Notes from the Worship Leader

Hello Church,

The kids are back at school and vacation is over. It is time to get back into the action and move
forward one step at a time.

A few months ago, | gave a Sunday School lesson on the importance of discipleship. God has
commanded us to go and make disciples, but | questioned myself, “Are we actually doing it? Are those
visitors that come through those sanctuary doors people we are discipling?” For all we know, God has
brought them here to LBC, and we are not reaching out to them. We can put the blame on the elders,
deacons or even our greeting team at the church lobby, but how can we blame someone else for a job
we were all called to do?

| getit. I'll be the first one to admit that we get busy with other things that life throws at us and for-
get what we were commanded to do in the first place (Matthew 28:20). It’s not an excuse. If | was a
child and my parents told (command) me to do something and | didn’t then | would disobey. The same
applies to us as Christians. If Jesus is telling us to go and make disciples and we are not doing so then
we are disobeying. Please understand that I’'m not telling you to be 24 seven sharing the gospel, but we
cannot lose focus. It is our mission. God’s Kingdom is bigger than ourselves, and we must be obedient
to it. Even better, we have the honor and privilege to share the gospel: the good news that the world
really needs.

But discipleship requires relationship building, and, for most of us; we are ready to leave after we
conclude our service. So let’s say God is bringing people to our church, and we know He is because we
see our visitor forms. Has a visitor sat next to you or maybe in the same aisle? Have you reached out to
that individual? We need to build relationships so we can provide discipleship, and so that, one day,
they too will disciple others.

So ask yourself this question, “Who am | discipling? Am'l a disciple?”
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Cesar Aleman

Live music from local

church worship teams November 7th
Free food provided 5 p m - 8 p m
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Wed Fall Schedule”
STARTING AUGUST 19TH
l@@@ @EHWE DINNER - 5:00-5:45 PM

Thursday Sept 24th zpm _ 7pm KIDS ADVENTURE CLUB - 6:00-8:00 PM

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY - 6:00-8:00 PM
Sign Up Online PRAYER MEETING - 6:00-7:00 PM
or LAVEEN BAPTIST CHURCH LADIES BIBLE STUDY -7:00-8:00 PM

5036 w Dobbins Rd.

Call the Church Office Laveen, AZ 85339 %MEN'S BIBLE STUDY -7:00-8:00 PM

602-237-4885




ARIZONA MISSION OFFERING
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Galatians 6:2 Goal: $225,000

We CONNECT with these ministries when we give:

« Disaster Relief *Zona Youth Camp  « Hispanic Ministries

* Planting Churches  « Christian Challenge  « Ministers in Crisis -I—
' n

Arizona
« Associational Collaborations
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of Southern Baptists
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and Game Leaders
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;h 6.00 PM m‘ymry

Tina Freeberg
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Laveen Baptist Church
, 5036 W. Dobbins Rd
Laveen, AZ 85339
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SEPTEMBER

1: Jonas Wolfe 19" Karen Tolmachoff 27" Elijah Downs
4th Mark Seavers 20" Blandina Sandoval 28" Senyor Cannon
7 Jayden Konki 21°"  Bonnie Reynolds 29" Daniel Baidoon
13" Phyllis Trussell Samuel Thompson
14" Isaac Chavez 22" Donna Marston
16" Jesse Minjarez, Jr. Gladys Roldan
17" Ann Florez 23 Darrel Johanning, Sr.

Kelsey Robertson Jennifer Lane
18" Shania Ikirezi 25" John Carroll

Alan Stotts Heidi Estes

SEPTEMBER

7" Richard & Donna Gajdowski 13" Rick & Tina Freeberg
21*  Rick & Rosanna Hornback 24"™ Ruben & Janis Villa
25" Alan & Tessa Stotts 26" Bruce & Donna Marston

DNOW
e WHOAM,

Pick up Your Shoebox - Sept. 13 & 20, 2026 sign up a:d Py DNOW 2026

Sept. 13 - Oct. 18, 2026 - Pack Your Shoebox website “adopled. s scired”
Oct. 18 - Nov. 1, 2026 - Return Your Shoebox Dl 25120 |$25

Vappsy, Valtoy Baptst Ruunch

September 25 September 26

If you have any questions about 0o NoT mcuwoe
this program please ask a member | - ‘
of the Missions Committee.




SEPTEMBER

Regular Events

Special Events

SEPTEMBER—MAY

SUNDAY

Sunday School Classes (all ages)
Fellowship

Worship Service

MONDAY
AM Ladies Bible Study

TUESDAY
Young Adults Bible Study (Off-site)
Victorious Overcomers Support Group

WEDNESDAY

Dinner

Adventure Club, Building B
Youth Bible Study, Building C
Prayer Hour

Ladies PM Bible Study, room 3
Men’s Bible Study, room 2

THURSDAY

GriefShare, Room 2

College Bible Study (off site)
AA Meeting

FRIDAY
AA Meeting
Al-Anon Meeting

9:00 am
10:00 am
10:15 am

8:30 am

6:00 pm
6:30 pm

5:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

10:00 am

6th
7th
7th
8th
11™
1 2th
1 3th
20th
20th
2 1 st
2 2nd
2 4th

25" _ 26" Youth DNOW

SEPTEMBER

Youth Parent Meeting (Bldg., B, Rm 4)
Labor Day — Office Closed

Elder Meeting (Library)

Crafting in Ruth’s Footprints (Bldg.,B, Rm 2)
Ladies Fellowship Potluck (Building B)
Youth Lake Day

Mission Team Meeting (Bldg., B, Rm 2)
National Back To Church Day

Deacon Meeting (Bldg., B, Rm 2)

Elder Meeting (Library)

Crafting in Ruth’s Footprints(Bldg., B, Rm 2)
Blood Drive (Building B)

Happy Valley Baptist Church

We Want To Hear From You:

E-mail prayer requests to:
Ibc@laveenbaptistchurch.org
Call us at: 602-237-4885

See what’s happening & Register for

events:

www.laveenbaptistchurch.org

Reach the elders at:

elder@laveenbaptistchurch.org

Welcome*New Member

= .

Eric Brown
08-23-2026 6




