
 



 



   

 

 

 
Knights of Columbus South Carolina State Council  

105th Annual Convention Agenda 
 

Friday May 1, 2026   
Registration 2:00 – 9:00 PM Atrium Promenade 
Daily Mass 5:00  Doral 
Exemplification of Patriotism 6:30 PM Doral 
Welcome Hospitality 8:00 – 11:30PM Suites  
 
Saturday May 2, 2026   
Daily Mass 8:30 AM Doral 
Parade of Banners 9:30 AM Doral 
Opening Session 10:00AM Doral 
 
Lunch 12:00 PM Doral 
Ladies Lunch and Program 12:00 PM Palmetto Club 
 
Business Session 1:30 PM Doral 
   
Anticipated Mass 4:30 PM Doral 
 
Convention Banquet   
Cocktail Hour 6:00 PM Doral/Pinehurst 
Kentucky Derby 6:57 PM Doral/Pinehurst 
Dinner 7:15 PM Doral/Pinehurst 
 
Sunday May 3, 2026   
Closing Session 09:00 AM Palmetto Club 
State Officer Meeting 11:00 AM Palmetto Club 
 
Ladies are welcome and encouraged to attend all events except for the 1:30 PM 
Business Session. 
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901 Orange Grove Road    Charleston, SC 29407    (843) 225-7349    Fax: (843) 804-9463    www.charlestondiocese.org 

 

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

My dear brothers in Christ,  
  
May the peace of Christ and the joy of his resurrection be with you, now and forever. I am 
writing to welcome you to the 105th annual Knights of Columbus Convention. What an 
achievement! As you come together to celebrate your shared principles of charity, 
unity, fraternity and patriotism, I want you to discuss with each other how your organization 
can continue to catechize those who you serve at every corner.  
  
I am familiar with the national “Cor” initiative, the faith formation program that is building 
up the spiritual lives of men. As society is clearly turning to the Church for guidance, a fact 
affirmed by the thousands of converts that entered the Church this year at Easter across the 
country and over one thousand in our state alone, you are important companions on the 
journey to continued conversion.   
 
I ask that you evaluate what you have been doing for newly initiated members of the Church 
and find ways collectively to step out of your comfort zones. What new ways can you 
uncover to teach and welcome others? The missionary charism that illuminated the callings 
of Church leadership in Rome, our diocesan Year of Catechesis for Via Fidelis, and 
especially the example of Christ’s earthly ministry, should guide you forward in all your 
endeavors and plans.  
  
I thank you for what you do for your families, parishes and communities. Please be assured 
of my prayers for you and for the continued success of this Catholic brotherhood.  
  
In Christ’s love, 

 
Most Rev. Jacques Fabre-Jeune, CS 
Bishop of Charleston 
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March 19, 2026 
Solemnity, Saint Joseph 

Mr. Jay Scott Friedman 
State Deputy of South Carolina 
Knights of Columbus 

Worthy State Deputy and dear Brother Friedman: 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Knights of Columbus and myself, I extend greetings 
to you and all my brother Knights and their families in South Carolina. 

As a result of your tireless service and dedication throughout this fraternal year, the Knights 
of Columbus continues to rise to new heights, fulfilling the mission set for us by Blessed 
Michael McGivney.  

Last year marked a significant milestone for the Order’s growth. I am pleased to report that 
in 2025 over 101,000 men joined our ranks as new brother Knights. This represents the 
strongest year of growth since World War I. In our time, just as in the early 20th century, men 
are yearning for authentic Catholic brotherhood. Thanks to the genuine Christian witness that 
each of you live in your councils and communities new men continue to join our Order! 

This past October, in observance of the Jubilee Year of Hope, the Board of Directors had the 
honor of representing you at the Vatican, meeting with Pope Leo XIV for the first time. The 
Holy Father expressed his appreciation for the Order’s work upholding the sanctity of human 
life and our assistance in restoring the artistic wonders of St. Peter’s Basilica. I know that all 
brother Knights join me in saying that we look forward to continuing our service as the strong 
right arm of the Church under Pope Leo XIV’s spiritual leadership, as we have done in Rome 
and around the world for more than one hundred years.  

In July, the United States of America will celebrate its 250th anniversary. Fittingly, this 
celebration takes place one year after the Order’s commemoration of the 125th anniversary 
of the Fourth Degree. In recognition of America’s semi-quincentennial, our bishops will 
consecrate the nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus — a devotion that was also close to the 
heart of Blessed Michael McGivney. Providentially, this historic event will help promote the 
Order’s own efforts to increase devotion to the Sacred Heart through our ongoing Pilgrim Icon 
Program. The more we welcome our Lord to rule as king of our hearts and our homes, the 
more our nation will grow and flourish. 

Brother Knights, while you prepare to undertake your convention deliberations, I ask that you 
seek more fervently the intercession of Blessed Michael McGivney, as you join Knights across 
the world in praying for his canonization. Thank you and Vivat Jesus!  

Fraternally, 

Patrick E. Kelly 
Supreme Knight

Su
pr

em
e 

K
ni

gh
t



Su
pr

em
e 

G
ue

st

 

Jeffrey M. Crouch, PSD 
 
The South Carolina State Council is honored to 
welcome Supreme Director Jeffrey M. Crouch and 
his wife, Rebecca, as our Supreme Guests to the 
105th Annual South Carolina State Convention. 
 
Jeff joined the Order on his eighteenth birthday in 
December 1999. From his home council, 
Monsignor Andrew K. Gwynn Council 1668, 
where he served in nearly every role including 
Grand Knight and Financial Secretary, to twice 
serving as Faithful Navigator of Monsignor 
Charles J. Baum Assembly 1073, Jeff has built a 
legacy of leadership grounded in service. 
 
In recognition of his dedication and ability, he was 
appointed District Deputy and later elected through 
the state officer ranks, serving as State Warden, 
State Treasurer, State Secretary, and ultimately 
State Deputy. During his tenure as State Deputy, 
he led South Carolina to earn the Supreme 
Knight’s Pinnacle Award for two consecutive years. 
 
In August 2025, Jeff became the first Knight from South Carolina to be elected to 
the Knights of Columbus Board of Directors; an extraordinary milestone and 
testament to his leadership and commitment to the Order. 
 
Beyond his fraternal service, Jeff is a proud United States Marine Corps veteran, 
having answered his nation’s call with service in two campaigns in Iraq and one in 
Afghanistan. His professional career spans more than 20 years in naval aviation 
logistics and contracting within the Department of Defense. He holds a Master of 
Business Administration from Clemson University. 
 
Jeff is an active member of St. Anthony of Padua Parish, where he serves as an 
adorer before the Blessed Sacrament, volunteers in the parish food pantry, and 
supports the parish school. A devoted Catholic husband and father, Jeff and his 
wife, Rebecca, are the proud parents of two daughters, Edith and Helen. 
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State Deputy’s Greeting     

 My Brother Knights, Ladies, and Guests, 

On behalf of the State Officers and our families, Donna Maria and I are absolutely 
delighted to welcome you to city of Greenville for the 105th Annual State Convention. 
It is a profound honor to host our jurisdiction’s most esteemed Councils and families. 

An event of this magnitude is a massive undertaking, and I must extend my deepest gratitude to the 
Convention Committee, expertly led by State Secretary Patrick J. Noone. Their tireless efforts and 
dedication have made this gathering possible, organizing what promises to be an exceptional weekend. Their 
commitment is a testament to the Knightly spirit that defines our Order. 

We gather this weekend not only to conduct the business of the state but to celebrate our shared mission. It is 
a joy to see Brother Knights from every corner of South Carolina coming together in fellowship to recognize 
the countless Councils and Programs whose dedication continues to make a profound impact—both locally 
and globally. 

Above all, we come together in gratitude to God for His Providence. We remain centered on His abiding 
Presence in the Eucharist, which serves as the source of our strength and the summit of our service to one 
another. 

Your presence here this weekend is a reminder of why South Carolina remains one of the most respected and 
thriving jurisdictions within the Knights of Columbus. Thank you for your unwavering dedication and for the 
work you do every day to further our principles of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. 

May God bless you, your families, and our Order. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Fraternally 
J.Scott Friedman
Knights of Columbus
South Carolina- State Deputy
Jsfriedman59@gmail.com
443-243-2260
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CONGRATULATIONS ON HOSTING THE
104  ANNUAL STATE CONVENTIONTH

FATHER MAURICE R. DALY
ASSEMBLY 1655
Chartered June 1, 1974

2575 Reidville Road
Spartanburg, SC 29301

Faithful Navigator
Comptroller
Faithful Admiral

Richard Himlin
Richard O’Reilly
Michael Lukridge

and all 
Sir Knights of Assembly 1655
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The Sir Knights 
of 

The Grand Strand

The Visible arm of The Knights of Columbus    

Wish The United States of America 
a Happy 250th

Assembly 2107

Support our Veterans

Remember and Honor
   the deceased

Support the Clergy

  Support those 
currently serving

Unwavering support of the Catholic Faith 
and 

The United States of America

Navigator
Bill Pullar

Friar
Rev.J. Romanowski

Comptroller
Ken Hein

Corps Commander
Bill Pullar

Garden City, SC
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In Memorial to our
 Fallen Sir Knights and Ladies

Mother Teresa Assembly 2655
Corpus Christi Catholic Church 

Lexington, SC

Sir Knight David Brophy

Sir Knight Anthony Lowe

Sir Knight Ed Phillips Lady Laura Wankowski
Ad Sponsors SK Rick 
and 
Lady Sharon Swain
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50 Years of Faith, Charity & 
Brotherhood 

Knights of Columbus Council #6756 

St. Anne – Oratory Parish | Rock Hill, South Carolina 
 

Since 1976, Council #6756 has faithfully served St. Anne Parish and the Rock Hill community through 
charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism. We thank God for the generations of Knights who have 

strengthened our parish, supported Catholic families, and served those in need.  
 

Council 6756 
2026 Officers 

 
Grand Knight                                               Brian Daigle 
Chaplain                                        Rev. Kevin O'Conner 
Deputy Grand Knight                           Andrew Erickson 
Chancellor                                               Simon Adames 
Recorder                                                   Charley Wray 
Treasurer                                                        Jack Bray 
Lecturer                                             Dcn. Ted Clement 
Advocate                                           Raymond Howard 
Warden                                                     John Corle III 
Inside Guard                                            Jesus Roman 
Outside Guard                                         Daniel Torrico 
Trustee 1st year                          Dcn. Andrew DaSilva 
Trustee 2nd year                                 Richard Abboud 
Trustee 3rd year                                         Mark Eddie 

 

 

Celebrating Our Golden Anniversary | 1976 – 2026 
Grand Knight: Brian Daigle | Deputy Grand Knight: Andrew Erickson 
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                     Welcome Brother Knights to the 105th Annual   
            Knights of Columbus SC State Convention 
         
      
             May the Blessings of Our Founder,  

Fr. Michael J. McGivney be with all our brothers! 

The members of Saint Gerard Majella Council 
6884, and Father Hecker Assembly 1933, located in 
Seneca SC, Grand Knight Tom Zavertnik and Faithful 
Navigator Phil Zima want to welcome all our 
brother Knights to this 105th annual convention. 

We are a three parish council: 
  St. Andrew      St. Francis     St. Paul the Apostle 

        Clemson       Walhalla             Seneca 
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Saint Francis Center Food Pantry Spaghetti Dinner for the Homeless 

Walk for Water Dragon Boat Charity Race Day 

Water 

SOARS Bowling 

 

Coats for Kids 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe Lowcountry Outreach Center 

Saint Peter’s School Events Blood Drive Columbus Hope 
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Corpus Christi Eucharistic Procession 

St. Peter’s Bazaar 

Wreaths Across America Clean-up 

Veteran’s Day Parade 

Memorial Day Wreaths Across America 

Beaufort National Cemetery 
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South Carolina 
Knights of Columbus 

District 1 – Low Country 
Richard R. Ronde 

District Deputy 
 

MICHAEL O'CONNOR COUNCIL #5026 
ST. PETER’S PARISH 

BEAUFORT, SC 
 

RAYMOND G. BENNETT COUNCIL #7289 
HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC 
 

THOMAS D. REILLY, SR. COUNCIL #10668 
ST. FRANCIS BY THE SEA PARISH 

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC 
 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN COUNCIL #12263 
ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 

BLUFFTON, SC 
 

Congratulations to Past State Deputies 
Paul Burchel and Jeffrey Crouch  
on Winning the Pinnacle Award 

 
Best of Luck and God’s Blessings to 

State Deputy  
Scott J. Friedman 
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South Carolina State Council 
State Convention Host District 

District 14 
 

Have a Great 105th Convention! 
     

Fr. Maurice R. Daly Council 6076 Spartanburg 
Michael Leonard – Grand Knight 

 
Mary Queen of Peace Council 9575 Spartanburg 

Larry Miller – Grand Knight 
 

Rev. Paul O’Toole Council 10819 Simpsonville 
Jeff Klopfenstein – Grand Knight 

 
Vincent Caggiano Sr. Council 12995 Gaffney 

Blaze Podgorski – Grand Knight 
 

St. Rafka Council 15519 Greer 
Jim Dyer – Grand Knight 

 
Thomas Saniewski – District Deputy 
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Blessed to serve this District and salute 
your accomplishments 

 
2025 International “To Be a Patriot” Award 
Fr. Michael J. McGivney Assembly 3149 

 
2025 South Carolina “Best Assembly” 

St. Michael the Archangel Assembly 3696 
 

2025 SC Community Program Award 
Our Lady of Grace Council 14765 

 
2025 Star Councils 

Bishop Denis J. O’Connell Council 12366 
& 

All Saints Council 14475 
 
 

Brothers, thank you for all your hard work! 
 

DD 15 - Robert Gesell 
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St. Michael the Archangel Assembly No. 3696

Best Assembly in South Carolina 24/25
Star Assembly award for 2024/2025

Civic Award Veteran's Day

Father John Giuliani Retirement

Wreaths Across America
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Msgr.  Andrew K. Gwynn 
Council 1668 
Greenville, SC 

 

 

 

Fraternity, Unity, Charity 

COMMITTED TO SERVE 

THE UPSTATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
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Knights of Columbus Joseph M. Ros Sr. Council 3067, 
Georgetown 

“Our Vehicle to Heaven”  

  
Thanksgiving for Those in Need         Supporting Those With Disabilities 

              
 

Family Of the Month Recognition                    Supporting Our Seminarians  

   

                                                   
Philippe Dubourdieu    Noah Yankovich 

St Vincent de Paul, Latrobe Pa.      St Vincent de Paul, Boynton Beach, Fl. 

From: Stella Marris, Sullivans Island            From: St Andrews, Myrtle Beach 
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Father Anthony Montesinos Council 5086 Myrtle Beach 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

San Miguel Assembly #1799 Myrtle Beach 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Father Anthony Montesinos Columbiette Auxiliary Officers #5086 

Myrtle Beach 
 

Gretchen Abney—President 
Laura Gutierrez—Past President 
Eileen Liverani—Vice President 

Leslie Kerr—Secretary 
Barbara Bowers—Financial Secretary 

Kathleen Augeri—Treasurer 
Pat Martelli—Sentinel 

 
We would like to thank the Knights of  Columbus Father Anthony 

Montesinos Council #5086 for their continued support. 
 

Ronald Ray 
Faithful Navigator 

  
Robert Rooney 
Faithful Comptroller 

  
Ramon Gutierrez 

Faithful Captain 
  

James Bowers 
Faithful Admiral 

  
Thomas McElligott 

Faithful Purser 
  

Paul Galbo 
Faithful Pilot 

Terrance Moore 
Faithful Scribe 

  
Sal Martelli 
Inner Sentinel 

  
Nicholas Sherfesse 

Outer Sentinel  
  

John Buczaki 
 Two Year Trustee 

  
John Walters 
One Year Trustee  

Randall Farley 
Grand Knight 

  
John Peters 

Deputy Grand Knight 
  

Ronald Ray 
Chancellor 

  
Michael Gilmore 

Recorder 
  

Robert Rooney 
Financial Secretary 

  
James Bowers 

Treasurer 
  

Arthur Del 
Advocate 

Paul Galbo 
Warden 

  
Robert Jones 
Inside Guard 

  
Charles Mulhern 

Outside Guard 
  

Michael Schlorman 
Three Year Trustee 

  
Terrance Moore 
Two Year Trustee 

  
Tony Zito 

One Year Trustee 
  

Ramon Gutierrez 
Lecturer 
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GK SK Bill Skennion
St Michael Council 8980

  Garden City, SC

Felician Sisters in Kingstree
Receiving Coats

 Carol Luse delivering Coats
in support of Students in need

Our Monthly Rosary
and Family Nights

  St. Michael
Council 8980

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
for the Parish kids

Annual Charity
Golf Tournament

We distributed
1,040 Coats

We support and deliver
meals to schools

We have 38 new
Brother Knights

We collected $13,010
for Columbus Hope

Supports Felician Sisters in Kingstree and
St. Vincent De Paul  at St. Michaels Church
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Leading Others to Christ
Rev. Paul Donald O’Toole

Council 10819

Holy Spirit Assembly 2890

Supporting our community at
 St. Mary Magdalene Catholic Church

Simpsonville, SC
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Congratulations!
to all the Officers and members of Immaculate Conception Council 11991
and wishing you all a fruitful and successful upcoming Columbian year.

Star
Council

2024-2025

Star
Council

2025-2026

SC State 
Council of 
the Year

2024-2025

Immaculate Conception
11991 Goose Creek, South Carolina
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Milestone
Moment:

Food drive shatters
previous record

Council 12366
Bishop Denis J O'Connell Council of Fort Mill, SC

Charity. Unity. Fraternity.
All donations benefit the Fort Mill Care Center,
providing essential support to local families in
need. Knights of Columbus Council 12366
proudly remains one of the center’s largest and
most impactful contributors, continuing its
mission of service and charity within the
community.

The Council #12366 2025 Thanksgiving Food
Drive proved to be a remarkable display of
generosity and community spirit, culminating in
the collection of a  record 20,895 pounds of
assorted food items, along with $650 in cash
and gift card donations. Contributions from the
parishioners of St. Philip Neri Parish surpassed
last year’s total of just over 14,000 pounds by a
significant margin.

By every measure, this year’s drive stands as the
most successful to date. The achievement
reflects not only the extraordinary participation
of the parish, but also the unwavering support of
the greater Fort Mill community. Special
recognition goes to 2 Men and a Truck, the
dedicated Brothers of Council #12366, and the
continued support and encouragement of  
Father Fabio Refosco, C.O. and Father Kevin
O’Connor, C.O. 
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