THE HOLY SPIRIT

We should first realize that the Holy Spirit is a person, not a mysterious "thing" or "object.”

He is the third person of the Trinity. According to Wayne Grudem®, the work of the Spirit is,

"To manifest the active presence of God in the world, and especially in the Church.” Bruce Milne!
adds, "The Holy Spirit is the member of the Eternal Godhead who brings to bear in the life of
God's people the fruits of victory won by Christ in His life, death and glorification.”

The work of the Holy Spirit should be seen as follows:

+ He gives life. Beginning with creation in Genesis chapter one, we see the Spirit moving and
giving life. Other passages are Psalm 104:30, John 3:6-7, II Corinthians 3:6, John 6:63. It
was the Spirit who overshadowed Mary and conceived Jesus in her womb. Likewise, the
Spirit gives us life when we become Christians.

+ He gives power for service. The Spirit is what gives the people the ability that they have
to serve the Lord. Take for example, Joshua (Numbers 27:18, Deuteronomy 34:9), Othniel
(Judges 3:10), Gideon (Judges 6:34), Samson (13:25), David (I Samuel 16:13) to name a
few in the Old Testament. In the New Testament, we see many examples: Jesus' disciples,
Paul and so on.

+ He purifies. John 16:8-11 tells us that the Spirit convicts the world of sin. In I Corinthians
6:11, Paul tells us that once we have been saved we are cleansed by the Spirit. A part of
this purification process is the fact that He brings forth within us the fruits of the Spirit.

+ He reveals. Revelation to the Apostles and Prophets in II Peter 1:21 tells us that men
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. Other examples from
scripture are Numbers 24:2, Ezekiel 11:5 and Zechariah 7:12, etc.

+ He gives evidence of God's presence. In Numbers 11:25-26, we see the Spirit moving
upon the seventy elders with Moses, and they prophesied. In Judges 14:6, the Spirit moved
on the judges to help them do great works. He descended on Jesus as a dove at His
baptism in John 1:32. In Acts 2, 10 and 19, we see remarkable outpourings of the Spirit.
The Spirit gives evidence of the remarkable works of God that are taking place!

+ He quides and directs God's people. There are many scriptural evidences for this:
Matthew 4:1, Luke 4:1, Acts 8:29 (Phillip), Acts 10:19-20, Romans 8:14, Galatians 5:18, etc.

+ He gives us assurance. Romans 8:16 shares that the Spirit bears witness that we are the
chitdren of God. See also I John 3:24 and I John 4:13.

+ He teaches and illuminates. The Spirit enables us to read and understand God's word
and also recall it when we need it the most: John 14:26, 16:13; Luke 12:12, Matthew 10:20,
Mark 13:11, I Corinthians 2:12.
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