The Doctrine of God

Last week we discussed the fact that we believe the Bible to be the true and inspired,
inerrant and infallible Word of God. Today we are going to look at what the Bible says
about God. We will see what his characteristics are and how we are supposed to be
like him.

We must begin with a few thoughts:

6od is infinite and we are finite. With this in mind it is impossible for us to ever
fully understand God. This being said, we can strive to learn as much as we possibly
can about Him by studying His Word.

When we think of God's characteristics, we must look at them in two
categories: incommunicable and communicable. The incommunicable traits of God
are those that He does not share with us, while the communicable are those that He
does share with us. -

God’s Incommunicable Traits

» Independence — He is self-existent. He does not need us or the rest of creation for
anything. (Yet the beauty here is that He so chooses to use us!) Paul expresses this in
Acts 17:24-25. We also see it in Job 41:11. In John 17:5, Jesus prays that God would
glorify Him with the glory that He had before the world was made. God has
always existed. There was never a time in which He was not.

» Unchangeableness — This is best seen in the definition from Wayne Grudem who says,
"God is unchanging in His being, perfections, purposes, and promises; yet God does act
and feel emotions and feels differently in response to different situations." We see
scriptural evidence of this in Psalm 102, Malachi 3:6 and James 1:17, to name a few.

> Timelessness — God sees all of human history from beginning to end and yet still acts
in "our time." Psalm 90:2, Job 36:26, Genesis 1:1, Colossians 1:16, Hebrews 1:2

» Omnipresence — He is not limited to space. He is everywhere present and yet acts
differently in different places. What a comfort it is to know that we serve a God
who is always with us and knows what we are going through each and every moment of

the day.
Deuteronomy 10:14, Jeremiah 23:23-24, Psalm 139:7-10, I K}'ngs 8:27, Amos 9:1-4




