                                     Believers   Class
Week nine                                                          Part 2

                                       God’s Money 

                                Tithe, Offering, and Alms

We can not be a productive Christian without participating in and cashing in on God’s financial plan. Give and it shall be given to you is applied to all aspects of the Christians life. However, when we understand the Biblical principle of giving money into God’s kingdom work. We will reap dividends that God has in mind for us.  God has a financial system that is designed to bless the giver and the receiver.
Giving and receiving, sowing and reaping God’s way aught to be the only financial security system we ever use.

This study will show some of God’s word on the subject of

God’s money.
Tithe or tithing--- is referring to a tenth of all your increase of income of those things that produce income
Tithing into the work of the Lord starts back in Geneses before the beginning of the Old Testament or before the giving of the Law to Moses.

Genesis 14:17-24, 28:20-22 
Tithing was incorporated into the Law of the Old Testament by God in Leviticus 27:30-34, Numbers18:21. Deuteronomy12:6, 2 Chronicles 31:5

God gave a promise of blessing to the person who tithed.
Malachi 3:8-12   Read in class and discuss this scripture.
Tithing on gross earnings (before taxes and expenses) or net earnings (after taxes and expenses)?

Tithing on gross appears to be the Biblical precedent.

Participating in God’s divine system of tithing will open God’s hand to us with his provision and favor into our lives.
Remember, God does not need our money because he owns it all anyway. 

God wants us to have more of what he has to give to us because it pleases him to bless a cheerful giver that believes in what his word has said to us.

Give and it shall be given to you.  Luke 6:38

This scripture has a wide application.

                                          Offerings

Various offerings to the Lord were given to the priests of the Temple to offer up to the Lord. The Bible details animals and food from the field were often given. The Bible details all of the conditions for which they were to be given. Offerings also included money that was given with the same intention.
The New Testament continues with offerings to be given to God into his church or para church ministries for the operation of these ministries. 

The first offering was given by Jesus when he offered himself up to the Father for a sacrifice for our sins on the cross at Calvary. Ephesians 5:2 Hebrews 10:5-18

Offerings are to be given according as every man determines in his own heart what to give at various times in his/her Christian life. God will lead ours hearts when and to whom to give offerings. 
Please obey the Holy Spirit as he leads your heart to give into others lives and ministries.

                                      Alms

Alms, means the giving of food or money for food to the poor or those in need of such food. When we do so mercy and pity is shown by that person giving alms.

Jesus talked about alms giving in Matthew 6:1-4

He shows the right attitude of giving alms.
Also Luke 11:41, 12:33

Cornelius is an example of alms giving in Acts 10:1-3, and 10:31. It would be good to read the entire chapter 10

Paul brought offerings and alms in Acts 24:10-17

Alms is God ordained and we need to be apart of God’s total system of giving into his work.

Let us participate in all of what God’s Word say’s to do.
We will be blessed by the Lord and be a testimony to others of God’s grace upon our lives.
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