                                        Believers Class
Week Eleven            The First Principles of Christ

                                  A study of Hebrews 6:1-6

The fundamentals of the Christian faith have been often listed by good meaning leaders of the church. Fundamentals are described as the basics of Christ. However, the problem is that these fundamentals listed exclude the first principles of Christ that are recorded in the book of Hebrews 6:1-6.

In order for us to be more accurate in our study of Biblical theology. Lets us study the first principles of Christ as the writer of the book of Hebrews views things. The first principles are more correctly stated as the logos of Christ.
The spoken words of Christ that were said by him are considered the basic’s of Christian thought and Christian living.
The first principles are:

         Not laying again

1. The foundation of repentance from dead works. 

2. Faith towards God

3. The doctrine of Baptisms

4. The laying on of hands

5. The resurrection of the dead

6. Eternal Judgment

A. Repentance from dead works.

This is referring to our turning away from good works that we have done to please God in order to try to work our way to Heaven. I.E. feeding the hungry, helping our neighbor, being a model citizen.
We cannot trust in these works or depend on them to gain good favor with God so we can get into heaven.. Those who try to work there way to Heaven will not ever make it because: “It is by grace you are saved and not of works least any man should boasts.”  Repentance from trusting in these dead works and turning to Christ for his forgiveness is the only way to gain God’s favor of grace into our lives. Repentance is being emphasized here to show what our attitude must be about our own sinful human heart. This is a basic principle of Christianity.
B. Faith towards God.
We must put our faith in and towards God for our salvation.

We must put our faith in God and not trust in anything else or someone else in order to gain God’s salvation through Jesus Christ. It was Christ’s death on the cross, his atonement for our sins that is God’s plan for the salvation of men’s souls from Hell’s punishment. Faith in God through Christ alone is here emphasized.
C. The doctrine of Baptisms

There are several kinds of baptisms listed in the New Testament

Remember baptism means immersion into something.

Either you are being immersed into something or something is being immersed into you.

1. The baptism of John or John’s baptism which is also called water baptism. This started with John the Baptist and continued with Jesus throughout the church age. The repentant believer in Christ is allowing himself to be immersed, dunked, and submerged into water. This act is also called Christian baptism. 
This is showing an outward act of an inward work of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the new believer. This is also showing the act of obedience to the command of Christ. To be baptized in water is showing the world that remission of sins has taken place our heart. Water baptism doesn’t save you or clean your heart.  However, water baptism does show obedience to Christ command to be baptized in water. This is a testimony to the world and shows God your obedience to him. 
Matthew 28:19, 3:6, 13, 14, 3:16, Mark 1:7, 9, Luke 3:21,12

John 4:1-2, Acts 2:38, Acts 10:38, Acts 22:16
     2. Christ Baptism or being baptized into Christ is being 

     baptized into Christ’s death, burial and resurrection.

This baptism is that of the new believer who first is trusting in Christ for there sins to be cleansed and wash away by the blood of Jesus. We are immersed into Christ the moment we were born again. This happens to the new believer immediately and he/she is baptized into the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
         The believer is looked upon by God as having died with Jesus.
         Dead to his/her old sin nature that was in total sinfulness. The 

         believer is spiritually immersed into the death of Christ who 

         died to be a sacrifice for our sins. We are baptized into Christ
         resurrection because as Jesus was raised to newness in life to
         live again. The new believer is raised to life to live again with
         his new nature. The old man is passed away and the new man
         is now alive in Christ. Old things have passed away and all
         things become new unto us. We are to continue to crucify our
         fleshly nature and look at this fleshly nature as dead in Christ.
         We are now to walk in resurrection newness in all that we think
         and do. We are now identified with Jesus in his death, burial 

         and resurrection. Acts 19:3-5, Romans 6:3-4, I Corinthians 

         1:13-17, Galatians 3:27, Colossians 2:10-14, I Peter 3:18-21 
     4. The baptism in the Holy Spirit.
This baptism or immersion in the Holy Spirit is commanded by Jesus for every born again Christian. All of the reference in the Book of Acts shows this to be the normal experience for the believer to seek and partake of. 
Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 1:29-33 Acts 1:5

 2:4, 10:44-48, 11:15-18, 19:1-6

D. The laying on of hands.
There are the laying on of hands upon the sick as a contact faith and or anointing that Christ can give to bring healing. 
Mark 16:18 Mark 6:5, 7:32 Luke 4:40,13:13, Acts 28:8 

There is the laying on of hands upon those called and commissioned into the full time ministry. Acts 6:6, I Timothy

4:14, 5:22, 2 Timothy 1:6

E. The resurrection from the dead.

This is referring to that great day when those who have died in Christ are raised from the dead to be with Christ forever in Heaven. It is also understanding Christ’s resurrection from the grave to life again. Romans 1:4, 6:5, Phil. 3:10, I Peter 1:3, 3:21
I Corinthians  15;21,42  2 Timothy 2:18

There are those who have been raised from the dead back to earthly life for awhile. God’s working through various servants of his to raised the dead as the Lord desired.

F. Eternal Judgment

God will eventually judge all of mankind through Christ.

The Great White throne judgment will be the time that God personally judges ever unsaved person. The degree of punishment will be issued according to his will.

 Romans 14:10, 2 Corinthians 5:22, 27, Rev. 1:10
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