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IN CASE OF PASTORAL EMERGENCY
Contact the office during regular office hours:
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Monday thru Friday
After office hours contact:
Pastor Lynn M. Fonfara via email:
pastorgloriadeileesburg@outlook.com 

ADDRESS: 130 S. Lone Oak Drive, Leesburg, FL  34748

OFFICE PHONE: (352)787-3223
OFFICE EMAIL: gloriadeilutheranleesburg@gmail.com
WEB SITE:  www.gloriadeielca.com
OFFICE HOURS:  Monday – Friday from 9:00-1:00 PM
PASTOR:  LYNN M. FONFARA
CANTOR:  CHARLENE CRANMER
OFFICE MANAGER:  EVELYN ROLLINS
SEXTON:  TINA JANOSA
SUNDAY WORSHIP – 9:30 A.M
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September, 2024



I am excited to be partnering in ministry with you all at Gloria Dei! I have discovered I love interim ministry, and I am blessed to be your pastor. I introduce myself with a few observations. 

I am married to Mike, a retired Presbyterian (PCUSA) pastor, and we’ve been happily married for 21 years. We have 5 adult children in various parts of the country, 12 grandchildren in even more parts of the country, and as of this year, we have 2 greatgrandchildren. We also have 2 cats – or I should say – we are the staff for two 11-year-old cats. 

I am a life-professed member of the Order of Lutheran Franciscans (OLF). That means I follow Jesus by following the simple ways of St Francis and St Clare of Assisi. Beyond caring for creation, they were both passionate about making sure all people have enough of what they need. You will occasionally hear stories about them and how they lived out Jesus’ message of compassion and justice. 
I am your pastor, not the congregation president. While I will advise the council, I will not write the agenda or make major decisions, because that is the responsibility of the council and congregation.

 I ask a lot of questions, especially at first. I want to know, “How do we do ‘X’ here?” I also ask “what if …” questions. “What if we did ‘X’?” “What do you think?” “How would people respond?” Questions are a method of gathering information, and of exploring options that could grow faith and participation in the congregation’s activities.
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I love to eat, and I love to get to know congregation members. So, every Sunday, I’ll ask the question, “Who is going to lunch with me today or tomorrow?” By enjoying lunch with a few people at a time, I get to know who you are, how you fit in the community that is Gloria Dei, and you get to know me as well. We accomplish so much more when we know and trust each other.

For those interested in reading my sermons, you can find them on my blog at hopewords.blogspot.com.

 I look forward to getting to know you all, loving God and our neighbors together, as we travel together through this time of transition for Gloria Dei.
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Pax
 Pastor Lynn
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Gloria Dei Women of the ELCA
September is here again, that means that our regular meetings will begin with the projects we are working on, fellowship and Bible Study.  Mary/Martha and Ruth Circle use the Gather Magazine for their Bible Study.  Plan to join us.
 
On October 24 at 11:00 am WELCA will be having a Fall Salad Luncheon and Fashion Show.  We only ask that each guest bring a salad to share. Beverages and Desserts are provided by the WELCA Board.  Maxine from Fashion Labels in Leesburg will be with us and the models will be from our congregation.
Join us and bring a friend. There will be door prizes and lots of fun.
 
On December 20, the WELCA Ladies prepare Baskets with goodies and cookies to deliver to our Homebound. If you have any questions, contact Arlene Kelly.
 
The Synodical Women’s Organization (SWO) will have our Annual Fall Gathering at the Warren Willis Conference Center in Fruitland Park on November 8 – 10, 2024.  Registration is now open.  You have the option of staying on campus for the weekend or to commute only for the day.  It is always a fun filled and spirit filled time together with our friends from all the churches in the Florida/Bahamas Synod.
 
The Ladies of the church are invited to our Annual Christmas Luncheon on Thursday, December 5, 2024, at the Arlington Ridge Chesapeake Grill. Mary/Martha Circle is the Hostess this year.  If you have questions, please contact Carol Marshall or Leone Goding.
 
I am stepping down as the Leader of the WELCA.  Prayerfully consider if you are called to take this position.   I have been blessed to have had this opportunity to serve with the ladies of the church.
Thanks to all of you for working with me.
 
ALL WOMEN ARE INVTED TO JOIN US.
For any questions or further information, please call me.
Loraine Van Haecke
WELCA Leader
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September Council Corner for 2024
By Loraine Van Haecke
 

Even though Pastor Barnett is no longer here, God continues to work with us at Gloria Dei.  Life goes on and God’s work will continue.  Reverend Lynn Fonfara will be joining us as our Interim Pastor. On September 1, we will welcome Pastor Lynn to her first day of worship with us.  There will be a welcoming reception after service during our Coffee Fellowship.  Join us to show our support and excitement for this new period in our church life. We encourage the congregation to pray, offer our love, support, and loyalty for Pastor Lynn during this time of transition as we continue to do God’s work. Remember (God’s Work, Our Hands).

We have been blessed to have Pastor Kathyrn Jeffrey and Pastor John Valentine to serve as Supply Pastors during the month of August.  Many thanks to both.

Sunday, September 15th will be Cantor Charlene Cranmer’s last Sunday at Gloria Dei. She said she loved working with Pastor Barnett and the choir!  Quote “The people are wonderful”.  She and Steve will be missed.  We wish her the very best in her new adventure.  Thank you, Charlene, for all the beautiful music you shared with us.

The next Council Meeting will be August 30th at 11:00.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Members or friends hospitalized or had surgery in July and August: 
Carol Figi

GIFTS OF REMEMBRANCE
In loving memory of:
Barbara Ryan, mother of 		Dianne Marcotte/JHIFM, Memorials


PRAYERS
We will pray for the joys, sorrows, and concerns of the following members for September:
9/1	  Celia Wallner, Kenn & Marti Yance, Charles & Joy Yonko, 
	  Arthur Zerel

9/8	  Nancy Almquist, Donald & Helen Ames, Richard Anderson, 
	  Sue Anderson

9/15	  Ted & Dorothy Baehmann, Edward Barnett, Forrest Berg, 
	  Bill & Kathleen Birdsall

9/22	  Dale Blass, Gayle Bloom, Joyce Brandt, John & Janet Braun, 
	  Patricia Bressler

9/29	Brian & Chelsea Buescher, Craig & Christine Carlson, Richard & Debbie Cassem

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
9/07	Marti & Kenn Yance			  56 years*
9/27	John & Janet Braun			  63 years*
9/28	Ray & Roseanne Knudsen		  67 years*
	
*Special congratulations to those celebrating fifty or more years of marriage. 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
09/02	Katheen Birdsall	09/19     Celia Wollner
09/04	Loriane C. Hughes	09/22     Carol Synder		
09/05	Michael Clarke	09/23     Dottsie Grins	
09/10	Sandy Retz	09/25     Quiana Menchaca	
09/11	Richard Cassem	09/26     Crystal Kirkpatrick
09/13	Martin Holleran	09/28     Judy Eads
09/16	Debbie Cassem	09/28     Mary Grissom
09/17     	Cindy Manfre

STEWARDSHIP
Until our interim Pastor gets comfortable here at Gloria Dei, the year-round stewardship program is in flux.  If you have any ideas about what you would like to see or hear regarding stewardship, please feel free to speak to Dianne, Arlene or Linda Steege. 

In the meantime, there are several ways you can contribute your Time, Talents, and Finances to support Gloria Dei during this period of change. Your help would be greatly appreciated.


THANK YOU LETTERS

Dear Gloria Dei Prayer Group,
You have been so very diligent with your prayers for my husband; Tom!  We are so grateful for you and your faithfulness.
God is so good to us!
Love never fails.
Tom & Shirley Newcombe

You will notice new banners for up front.  The banners were donated by:
Green  -  Jean Talts
Red  -   Loraine Van Hecke
Purple  -  Pat Bressler
Thank you all for your giving, God Bess You! - Thank you, Crystal Kirkpatrick
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THANK YOU to the over 40 volunteers from Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, First Presbyterian Church of Leesburg, and from around our local community who joined hands yesterday morning, Friday, August 9th, 2024 to distribute a whopping 14,260 pounds of nutritious food to 742 individuals from 190 families.  We would like to thank Representative Daniel Webster and two of his staff who joined us to hand out food.  Also, thank you to Chrissy Jasker from oneblood.org who brought the BIG RED BUS to collect much needed blood donations.  I posted photos of yesterday’s free food distribution at Facebook.com/feedinghopenow/.

Richard Cassem
Joining Hands in Food Ministry Chief Operating Officer 
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Fellowship
Our Sunday coffee time after the service is in urgent need of volunteers to prepare and serve coffee, as well as the treats that are brought in. Currently, one or two individuals often step in to cover when there are gaps, but this responsibility should be shared more widely among the congregation members who are willing and able to help.

Ways you can help:
1. Please sign up to cover coffee making on open Sundays
2. Bring in Orange Juice or Sweet tea or Unsweetened tea
3. Bake or purchase goodies to share with fellow members of the congregation. 

Fellowship time is important to many of our congregants and although we see each other during Sunday services or while attending other church functions and events, catching up at end of week with others at Gloria Dei is a much needed and looked forward to event. 

Fellowship is one of the primary reasons why God created his church. 


Ruth Circle
Next meeting on Thurs., Sept. 5th, 2024 at 10:30AM. Dianne will lead study from Gather Magazine.  Pg. 18 After Certainty:  A biblical guide on page 18 SESSION TWO: COMMUNITY.  Dianne will provide beverages.  Each woman is to bring their own snack or lunch. 


Giving Tree
Tags on the giving tree in months of August and Sept. will benefit Lutheran World Relief by providing needed items that will make up personal care kits.  Items needed are:
1. Lightweight Cotton Towel, dark color, “20x40” to “50x27” size. 
2. Bath size bars of soap any brand, in original wrapping.  No mini or Hotel size bars please. 
3. Adut size Toothbrush in original packaging.
4. Sturdy size comb.  Please no picks or fine-tooth combs
5. Metal nail clippers (attached file optional)
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Saints and Sinners Octoberfest Car Show 
Although fall is not yet in the air it is not too far away and will be here before we know it. So along with Labor Day, Columbus Day, Halloween, and Thanksgiving, we here at Gloria Dei have our annual Octoberfest car show. Since we started doing the Car shows they have proven to be a great single day event which has successfully raised money for Joining Hands, Evangelism and Fellowship.  But the shows also bring people to our church who enjoy our pancake breakfasts, Bingo, the beautiful cars and trucks and of course the best hot dogs you can buy thanks to JHIFM volunteers. 

Producing the car show is a lot of work, before the show, preparing the artwork for flyers, attending area car shows to hand out the flyers and of course collecting door prizes. The day of the show entails having the pancake breakfast, Bingo and of course running the car show. However, the most time-consuming job is collecting the door prizes that our show is known for. This usually requires about 80-man hours over an eight week span and a lot of door knocking. However, I found that when collecting door prizes this last spring, the vendors were not as responsive as they were in the past with many just turning us down. But with inflation, concerns about the elections and the economy there is good reason for this. 

	This brings me to the reason for this article.  I am asking for support from the congregation regarding the door prizes.  I am asking you to purchase a $20.00 gift card to a local restaurant of your choice that we can use for a door prize.  These can be purchased locally at drug stores, 7-11, Wawa and elsewhere.  Give the card to Evelyn in the church office and she will see that we get them.  I anticipate we will at least need 50 cards.  We are anticipating 70 cars and I can depend on 20 door prizes from previous sponsors.

Thank you, and if you have any questions please see Bill Birdsall or call at 732-773-2680, or E-Mail at birdsallwmt@aol.com. 
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EDUCATION-BIBLE STUDIES
	There is bible study on Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. by zoom.  If you would like to attend, please email the church office at gloriadeilutheranleesburg@gmail.com and so we can send you a link.

Please join our Bible study.  We meet on Wednesdays from 2:30 – 4:30 p.m. at church.  In September we will be watching “The Chosen” together.  If you are interested in joining us, please contact Christine Carlson at skauvold.carlson@gmail.com or by phone at (516) 458-7355.

JOINING HANDS IN FOOD MINISTRY 
Joining Hands in Food Ministry will be collecting the following items to distribute at our September 13th food distribution. 
1. Cereal (Hot or Cold)
2. Peanut Butter
3. Canned or Cups of fruit or fruit cocktail
Please put your donations in the Narthex on the shelf. Thank you for your support.
Volunteers are welcome to help distribute food.  Please bring home baked cookies to help reduce the cost of donuts we serve in the break room.  Thank you!

Mary-Martha Circle-will meet on the 2nd Tuesday, Septemder 10th.  We will start our Mission Quilting at 9AM and have a break at 10:30. Bible Study at 11AM will be out of the Gather Magazine. We will have copies of the lesson for anyone who needs one.  We will also be Mission Quilting on the 4th Friday which is September 27th at 9am.  Please come and join us for fun & fellowship, it’s not just about tying. Carol Marshall, Leader phone
 352-787-0435 
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FINANCIAL CORNER

FINANCIAL CORNER

GENERAL FUND	
	
	July, 2024
	Year to date  2024


	Contributions
	$17,613.67
	               $127,143.68

	Expenditures
	$23,119.09
	               $157,544.18


          
RESTRICTED FUNDS
	
	Beg. Bal. 1/1/2024
	Donations
	Withdrawals
	Ending Bal
7/31/24

	Elementary School
	          14.69
	         0
	          0
	         14.69

	Oak Park Middle
	              0               
	         0
	          0
	           0

	Thrivent Choice $$
	     2,249.34
	      392.00
	  1,085.70
	   1,555.64

	Eternal Light
	        665.00
	     100.00
	          0
	      765.00

	Fellowship
	        504.98
	     994.00
	     819.78
	      769.20

	JHIF
	              0
	     695.00
	     695.00
	           0

	World Hunger
	              0
	     105.00
	     105.00
	           0

	Flowers
	        526.90
	    566.00
	     605.12
	      487.78

	ELCA
	              0
	       45.00
	        45.00
	           0

	Altar wine/bread
	       196.02
	       80.00
	        48.12
	      227.90

	Quilt Shipping
	              0
	     400.00
	
	      400.00

	AV Equipment
	       138.33
	          0
	          0
	      138.33

	First Impressions 
Phase 3

	    2,430.63
	15,670.00
	  9,185.00
	   8,915.63

	Evangelism
	    1,123.00
	      342.00
	          0
	   1,465.00

	Choir/music
	       550.00
	          0
	          0
	      550.00

	TOTALS
	    8,398.89
	19,389.00
	 12,888.72
	 14,899.17
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR

Sun	9/1	  9:30 a.m.  Sunday Worship
		 10:30 a.m. Service for Healing
Tues. 	9/3	 10:00 a.m. WELCA Board Meeting
		 10:00 a.m.  Prayer Service
Wed.	9/4	   2:30 p.m.  Developing disciples Bible Study
		   4:30 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal
Thurs.	9/5	  10:30 a.m.  Ruth Circle Meeting

Sun.	9/8	  9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship
Mon.	9/9	   7:00 p.m.  Zoom Bible Study
Tues.	9/10	   9:00 a.m.  Mary Martha Circle / Quilting
Wed. 	9/11	   2:30 p.m.  Developing Disciples Bible Study
		   4:30 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal
Thurs.	9/12	 10:00 a.m.  First Impressions Meeting
Fri.	9/13	  8:30 a.m.   Joining Hands in Food Ministry 

Sun.	9/15	  9:30 a.m.  Sunday Worship – Hunger Offering
Mon.	9/16	   7:00 p.m.  Zoom Bible Study
Tues.	9/17	  10:00 a.m.  Prayer Service
Wed.	9/18	   2:30 p.m.  Developing disciples Bible Study

Sun.	9/22	   9:30 a.m.  Sunday Worship
Mon.	9/23	   7:00 p.m.  Zoom Bible Study
Tues.	9/24	10:00 a.m.  Prayer Service
Wed.	9/25	   2:30 p.m.  Developing Disciples Bible Study
Fri.	9/27	   9:00 a.m.  Mission Quilting

Sun.	9/29	   9:30 a.m.  Sunday Worship
Mon.	9/30	    7:00 p.m.  Zoom Bible Study
     
 
*Council Meeting date and time to be determined. 
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP LEADERS
Assistant Ministers
Legend:	R-Reader, +-Crucifer, C-Communion Assist., A-Liturgy Assist. 

	9:30 a.m.
9/1	R=  Steven Cranmer	9/8	R=  Nancy Vogel
	+= Leone Goding				+=   James Menchaca
	C=  				C=
	A=  Vaike O’Grady				A=  Patricia Bressler

9/15 	R=	9/22	R=  Nancy Vogel
	+= Leone Goding				+=  Julian Menchaca
	C=				C=   
	A= Patricia Bressler				A=  Arlene Kelly

9/29	R=	
	+=				
	C=				
	A=  Arlene Kelly				

Ushers
If you are able to serve or have any questions, please contact Crystal Kirkpatrick at 552-3983.

	9:30 a.m.
9/1	Crystal Kirkpatrick	9/8	Crystal Kirkpatrick
	Byron Kirkpatrick				Byron Kirkpatrick
	Craig Carlson				Craig Carlson
	John Kelly				John Kelly

9/15	Crystal Kirkpatrick	9/22	Crystal Kirkpatrick
	Byron Kirkpatrick				Byron Kirkpatrick
	Craig Carlson				Craig Carlson
	John Kelly				John Kelly

9/29

Altar Guild for September:  Crystal & Byron Kirkpatrick
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Post Worship Secretary for September:  

Greeter for September:  
9/1	
9/8	
9/15	
9/22
9/29	

Fellowship
9/1	
9/8	
9/15	Dianne Marcotte and Madalon Ritter
9/22
9/29	

Counters – Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m.
9/1	Jeanne Talts
9/8	John & Janet Braun
9/15	Arlene Kelly
9/22	Madalon Ritter & Arlene Kelly
9/29	Jeanne Talts
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Living in Community at Gloria Dei
Gathering In Christ ~ Sharing His Love

A Rule of Life does for our spiritual journey what a trellis system does for a grapevine - it creates a framework for growing in a consistent direction through our faithful response to God.

"Those who [have no intentional Rule] are like wild, untamed grape vines. They will produce some fruit, but they probably won't be as abundant as they could be. Instead, they become more vulnerable to things that threaten their spiritual vitality. However, those who are intentionally reflective, prayerful, and attentively responsive are like cultivated vines... Our lives will produce an abundance of fruit for the glory of God." -  from "Crafting a Rule of Life" by Stephen Macchia.

LIVE FOR THE LORD - Follow
Love one another - Set example – show others how to live
As a developing disciple of Jesus Christ and a member of the Gloria Dei Faith Community, we continually, actively, and intentionally live our lives for the Lord by loving one another and by setting the example for others in the world of how to live in that love through the following commitments.

PRAY 
We pray intentionally, daily setting aside a time and space.
We pray continually, aware of our deep need for the promise of God’s continuing presence with us.
We offer prayers of:
ADORATION, CONFESSION, THANKSGIVING, SUPPLICATION

WORSHIP 
We worship God regularly in love.
We worship God individually and communally, joyfully participating with others in singing, praying, touching, listening, sharing, and communing at the Lord’s Table.

BUILD RELATIONSHIPS
We intentionally welcome others and continually build relationships by: spending time together, listening without judgment, understanding without agreement; and always forgiving one another.

STUDY
We intentionally and continually read Scripture for faithful understanding through sharing with others by thinking, discussing, believing, and applying Jesus’ teachings to our daily lives.

CONTRIBUTE /SERVE
We serve our Lord continually, intentionally, regularly, actively – seeking the passion God instills in each of us towards the least by contributing our time (volunteering, helping, serving), our talents (gifts and skills), and our treasure (our financial possessions.)
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2024 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Pastor				Lynn M. Fonfara		 	352-249-8533
President			Loraine Van Haecke	  		407-252-4692
Secretary			Vaike O’Grady			512-827-6344
Treasurer			Bill Birdsall				732-773-2680
Financial Secretary		Janet Braun				412-445-7774
Fellowship			Loraine Van Haecke	  		407-252-4692
Property			Bill Birdsall				732-773-2680
Worship & Music		
Evangelism/Technology	Bill Birdsall				732-773-2680
       & Communications/Webmaster
Christian Education		Christine Carlson			516-458-7355
Finance			
John Braun				412-926-3381
				Don Manfre				352-321-4050
				Joel Weinhardt			330-936-8451


COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Worship & Music		
Evangelism/Technology/	Bill Birdsall				732-773-2680
& Communications/Webmaster			
Property			Bill Birdsall				732-773-2680
Fellowship 			Loraine Van Haecke			407-252-4692
Stewardship			Dianne Marcotte			508-723-2073
WELCA			Loraine Van Haecke			407-252-4692
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Healthy responses to disagreements and conflicts     As disciples of Jesus, we embrace the following:     F ive keys to healthy response to disagreements are: (based on Matthew  18:15 - 17)     1. We speak to each other, not about each other behind their backs .     2.  If someone complains to you about another person, we ask them to  speak to the person first and tell them it is so important that you will follow  up in a week to see how the conversation went.     3. We don’t respond to anonymous comments or letters.     4. We do n’t carry other people’s mail.  Ask, “What would you like me to  do with your comment?  You can come to council/meeting yourself or I can  bring your comment with your name attached.”   5. We explain each other’s actions in the best possible light.  We check  w ith the person quoted or referred to for accuracy before we repeat the  comment.  (Luther’s explanation to 8 th   Commandment)   Disagreements happen in any organization, including churches.  Using healthy  responses can stop the disagreement from spreading and e ngulfing the whole  organization.     Thank you for practicing healthy responses and encouraging others to do the  same.     Approved by Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Council June 21, 2018 .  
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