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This week as | prepare for lent to begin and continue to plan how to bring the journey of
transformation to life, | am also reading ordination papers, preparing for ordination
interviews for two women. Two women who began a journey many years ago that they
hope is coming to fruition soon. We live in a world that expects things to come
instantaneously. In fact, a toy that | often use for Easter is a caterpillar that turns into a
butterfly no chrysalis stage necessary.

| think many of us would like life better that way. Just as we try to travel from Palm
Sunday to Easter without stopping at the story of betrayal and death on the way. One
book | read years ago spoke of lent and holy week as our annual practice of how to die or
more exactly how to lay down our lives. The caterpillar we are told creates the chrysalis
with no knowledge that it will be changed to the point of becoming mush before it reforms
as a butterfly and comes out.

There is no hurrying this transformation if you open the chrysalis to expose the butterfly
before it is ready it dies. The women we will be speaking with this week each had to
make their journey to be ready to be ordained, for one it was a shorter journey than for
the other, but both had to travel as was right for them. The journey included some similar
steps, education, CPE, internships but each journey was unique. They could not clone
the journey of another so they could be sure to be successful but had to do the hard work
of their own journey.

It was almost two years ago that we entered this time of being in a different state as we
sold the parking lot. We knew life would be different while the building next store was
built, and we did not have parking available as we were used to. We knew we were doing
it to get ahead of maintenance issues, so we were not in a constant reactive mode as
things broke down in the building. We did not know that the air handler would break
before the HVAC renovation and we would worship in the fellowship hall for a year. We
also did not know that we would be blessed with new members who would come with a
heart for justice and acting their faith through working for a more systemic fix to things
than only doing charity. We did not know in fact who would stay with us through this time
and there was fear around making the changes. Some told me they would leave because
they could not have church be different, and some did, but some have stayed and
journeyed with us who did not think they could.

But now it is time to envision what we are creating. What have we learned, what have we
loved? What have we hated in this time? How are we ready to be different as we come
out the other side of this journey? We wrote our mission statement preselling the parking
lot. Does it still work for us or do we need a new one? In this time, we have in many ways
been a Sunday only organization and we have been focused on the social end of church
life. How do we refocus on discipleship, both the learning and the doing of God’s work so
we are church, not a social club, but a church that will attract others who want to share
the journey? The work of being in a chrysalis is only half done when the butterfly begins
to form and we are not ready yet to become, but it is time to envision what we will be. Do
we believe that St John’s can be a butterfly? How do we take what we like about meeting
downstairs back upstairs to the sanctuary? This is not a time to try to go back that would
kill us, as it would the butterfly, but it is time to get ready to be something new. We can
envision some of it, but not all. Resurrection is a journey with God so we are not in
control. Are we willing to continue to journey forward to something new? Are we ready to
dream together and envision where we think God may be taking us?

With Love and Prayers,
The Rev. Linda Higgins



ST. JOHN'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST MARCH

THE MESSENGER OO0

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Fellowship Lunch March 12th at noon - NOTE NEW TIME!

This month's Fellowship Lunch will be on Thursday, March 12th, at noon. We're going to try the
earlier time to accommodate those who have other mid-afternoon commitments. We'll be meeting
at Firebirds Grill, 11448 Belvedere Vista Lane in North Chesterfield. Please contact Beth Stiegler
at (804) 475-7340 to reserve your place.

Equality Virginia Dinner March 28th

The annual Equality Virginia Commonwealth Dinner, a celebration of the state's LGBTQ+
community and a recognition of this year's pro-equality legislative victories, will be held at the
Convention Center on Saturday, March 28th at 6 pm. As in previous years, St. John's will be
hosting a table (or two, if there is enough interest). The cost is $90 per person, but financial
support is available so don't let cost be an issue if you're interested in attending. Please contact
Jeff Jacobs ASAP at (202) 361-9887 or jwiacobs9@agmail.com to reserve your seat at the table.

SAVE THE DATE - Potomac Association Spring 2020 Meeting May 16th

Potomac Association
Spring Meeting
Saturday; May 16, 2020
9:00am
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Trustees/Renovation Update

A number of renovation projects were completed or are underway as March begins. Repairs are underway on the
elevator, which will cause the elevator to be out of service until March 6th, and a chairlift on the stairway from our
back parking area to the parlor is being installed. Paving of the alleyway and our back parking area, along with
repair of the cement sidewalk in front of and along the side entrance of the church, should be completed this
month. Reinforcement of the ceilings in the classrooms on the second floor of the church has been

completed. We have received proposals to replace the yellowed coverings over the stained glass windows, and
we are also looking at restoration of several stained glass windows that have fallen into disrepair. We are moving
forward with replacement of the center railing on the side entrance of the church (near the copy room) with
railings on either side, to make access to the door easier for all. And equipment has been ordered for
replacement of the HVAC system, on which work is beginning this month. If you have any questions or
comments, please contact any of the Trustees or members of the Renovations Task Force -- Rob Osborn, Jeff
Hetzer, Jeff Jacobs, Sarah Allen, Dreama Terrill, Betsy Bighinatti, Richard Bighinatti, and Pastor Linda. The
Renovations group is meeting on March 3rd,17th and 31st, at 3 pm at the church, and all are welcome to attend.

New Directory
We are in the process of updating our church directory. We'll have copies of the current directory available at

church the next several Sundays; please check your entry and let us know of any needed corrections or updates.

March Mission

As the month ends, it has come to our attention that the new building for Caritas is scheduled for opening this
June. We have been invited to participate in this exciting new journey with them. Your mission team has agreed
to sponsor one of the new apartments on behalf of St. John's. The cost for a 1 bedroom is $3000. We are grateful
to the Stille Foundation for making this possible. BUT given St. John's long history with Caritas we would like to
do more!! With the support of the congregation, we could sponsor a 2 bedroom for $5000. We are challenging
you to support Caritas in raising an additional $2000. The building will have apartment housing and support
services all in one location. Ending the need for intake & overnight housing of women in churches all over the
community. We will have the opportunity to participate in the setup of "OUR" apartment. This is a one-time
contribution from our congregation but a long term investment in Caritas, so please continue our strong support of
the organization by making a donation in March. Even if you gave in February, please consider giving again!

Change the World RVA

Change the World RVA, a foundation assisting homeless students to succeed in high school, college, and life will
be collecting donations in March for their big fundraiser, Another Woman's Treasure. The sale will be held on
April 3rd & 4th. They are collecting gently used purses, jewelry, & women's accessories for this fun two-day sale.
The sale is held at Bon Air Methodist. Donations may be dropped off there. Info can be found

at changetheworldrva.org.

One Great Hour of Sharing

One Great Hour of Sharing is the UCC offering to provide assistance during disasters here and abroad. We will
receive this offering during worship on Sunday, March 22. This aid has enabled the Church to respond to
hurricanes in Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, North Carolina, Texas, and Florida; to fires in California;
earthquakes in Mexico, Indonesia, & Haiti; flooding in El Salvador, Hawaii and South India. This assistance
provides sustainable solutions from disasters near and far.

The mission and outreach committee hopes that you will respond with the generosity. Jesus calls us to offer
assistance to all our neighbors.

Please use the envelope in your bulletin or if you include your donation in your regular offering envelope
please be sure to designate OGHS.
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Lenten Creation Care 2020

Because the world can change a lot in 40 days.

Compilled from many sources by...

@ .

virginia interfaith
power & light

Lent is a time for prayer, fasting, and more intentional sharing. This year, our church is joining with & wilorg and
many others in heeding the call to be stewards of God's Creation throughout this season. - tPLoery
May this calendar remind us to be more mindful of the ways that our daily habits = INTERFAITH
impact both our common home and all those with whom we share it. ] P thhu.
On behalf of future generations and all living in poverty—those most harmed by our damaged = Li mrn
climate—may we answer God's call to be faithful stewards, speaking out for Creation care. Our religious response to climate change.
SUNDAY _ MON O><_ TUESDAY _ WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
A prayer from Psalm 51: FEBRUARY No The General Nq Christians have Nm “The Lord God No
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Assembly session is fasted from meat took the man and
Creator God, we begin this Lenten season asking for Your renewal. ﬂu? ﬁ“ﬂguuun%r h of almost over. Read during Lent for put him in the garden of
Through prayer, fasting and sharing over these 40 days, oday. . e updates about the centuries. Try eating Eden to till it and keep it"”
we ask that our eyes be opened to the ways we can do better; .Q.m.ﬁ and ng:dsagﬁ_ legistative priorities the | vegetarian today and - Gen 2:15
in our refationships with You, Your Creation, i ..n_ﬂu.n.n faith and environment check out Oxfam’s Plan a garden today
and all those with whom we share this, our common home. a report on the worst air community supported: | Eat for Good online for | and start some seeds
Lord, help us to restore what has been damaged vo_r._am_‘m u.-& the vnOv_.m and vaipl.org/ga2020/ other ways to use your | to germinate indoors!
through our sinful overconsumption and the systemic injustices that surround | oM Munities who are sickened fast to bless others: An herb garden in your
us, returning to You with renewed spirits. oy ey bit ly/eat4good kitchen window can be
Learn more: bit.ly/ashwedpress
an easy way to start.
MARCH — Read about how N Turn down your W "“You will be cafled h Weatherize your m Make one of your o Place an insulating ﬂ
Talk with your Virginia congregations thermostat by at the repairer of the home and prevent journeys more cover on your water
church about ordering | are getting their energy | least | degree. In breach, the restorer of heat (and money) from | environmentally- heater."Blankets” can
“eco palms” for Palm from heaven by going cold weather, aim streets to live in." being wasted! friendly today. Could be found at hardware
Sunday. These palms help | solart VAIPL org/take- for 68° during the - Isaiah 58:12b Find project ideas and | you combine two trips? | stores. If you have an
improve workers' living | 2ction day and 60° at night. how-tos: Carpool rather than electric water heater,
standards and protect Buy a programmable Take time today to bit.ly/weatherizehome | driving solo? Bike, walk, | you can do this yourself.
forests in Mexico and thermostat if you can. repair something that or contact VAIPL or take public transit, If you have an oll or gas-
Guatemala. Order by Always turn the heat off | you might otherwise for more resources: instead of driving! powered heater, you may
3/13 to receive them in when you leave home, | have discarded and ContactUs@VAIPL.org need a professional.
time: EcoPalms.org replaced,
“For God s0 loved m Care for Creation o Wash laundry in — ° How will your — — Plan a community — N Purchase — W Go outside — A.
the Casmoas ,..” and support clean cold water for this church celebrate conversation with locally-grown food and undertake
- John 3:16 energy by divesting week and hang it up to | the 50th anniversary your congregation for this weekend. Walk to a | a spritual practice
from fossil fuels and dry to save energy and | of Earth Day!? next month (Earth farmers’ market or join | in nature today:
God's circle of love is reinvesting in ways that | money. Read more here: | Invite a workshop Month), and discuss a community-supported | CenterForSpirituality
infinite and all-inclusive. | support pecple and the | bitly/DitchYourDryer | or guest speaker: how together you can | agriculture group: InNature org/practices
Reflect and open your | planet: GreenAmerica. VAIPL org/rescurces make a safe, healthy,and | LocalHarvestorg
heart today to those org/divest-reinvest and workshops and find equitable environment
in Creation, human choose a bank that worship resources: for all. VAIPL can help
or non-human, who aligns with your values: FaithClimateAction you plan, email us at:
sometimes fall outside | GreenAmerica.org/ Week.org contactus@vaiplorg
your circle of love, better-banking

URLs thot begin with bitly are case-sensitive; oll other links gre not.




SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Honor the Lord's — m Is your local stream — o Green grass lawns — q Use cleaner — m Want to host a — o As you fast from N° In the US, >30% of N —
day (and the Lord's clean enough for are not so "'green,” energy at home, film screening and meat today, consider all food Is wasted,
Creation) by walking, baptisms? Locate Learn how to cultivate Go solar with the belp of | discussion about plant-based dishes Reduce your food waste
biking, or taking public your waterway and grounds that are good Sclar United Neighbors: Creaticn care at your for Easter Sunday: by planning well and
transportation to church | its condition: bit.ly/ for people, plants, and SolarUnitedNeighbors.org/ | church? Browse VAIPLs StFrancisAlliance.com/ eating leftovers. Consider
today! Planning a trip? watershedfinder creatures at home: Virginia Fitm Library: vaipl.org! recipes composting what's left at
Consider purchasing bit.ly/greenergrounds resources/film-library/ home or get table scraps
carbon offsets, Pray:Goc of sccec weters, | and at church: bitly/ picked up:

mCy we De ¢ Diessing 20 sacredchurchgrounds CompostCrew.com,

04" WOZe'S. VeteranCompost.com
“Yo. were once Organize a What role does “Whoever seves Continue your Tomorrow at At 8:30 pm,
ceoness, Dut now NN congregation and Nw your church N“ me must foliow me..” Nw nﬁiuauzv.%,_h:ao No 8:30 pm, millions of Nﬂ join hundreds of Nm
0L ore lightin the Lod.,” | community stream community play in - John 12:26a the Easter season. people will switch their | millions of pecple around
Read Ephesians 5:8-14 deanup for Earth Month | repairing our climate? Organize "E-cycling” for | lights off for an hour to | the world who will be

and "live as children of in April. Participate in Get involved with our Pray for all our neighbors | your congregation to commit to climate action, | switching off all lights
light" without electricity! | Project Clean Stream: green work, and flock who face environmental dispose of old phones, Pian how you want to for one hour to commit
As a Sabbath practice, bitly/projectcleanstream | together with other devastation and for tablets, computers, spend your hour in to global climate acticn
wrn off or unplug “green sheep" through the courage of jesus to and TVs responsibly: contemplation or andmore mindful energy
everything you can for a VAIPL: bitly/VAIPLsignup | sustain your commitment | e-stewards.org/ throughtful discussion use: EarthHour.org
half hour, to environmental justice, | find-a-recycler with family or firends

Read more: bitly/VirginiaE) LOMOITOW,
Read Matt 5:43-48 ) Q) | "On etersceof  J () | Consider chegifs | | APRIL | [ !nyour home, 7 | Fast from meat today J [ Learn about how our 4
and refiect on our e river s the tree given to you. replace incandescent and read aloud Jewish neighbors give
all to love our “enemies.” | o '7e .. cn¢ s 'ecves Pray about how you Read “Leter to a Young and compact fluorescent | “Prayer After Eating” by | thanks before and after
Pray for all those, cre for the feeling of the are called to use your Climate Activist on the lights with LEDs, Wendell Berry:"| have meals, praising the One
especially business wetons.” - Rev. 22:2 tme, talent, passion,and | First Day of the New Each bulb replaced will taken in the light that who “brings forth bread
or elected leaders, Plant trees for healing treasure to care for our | Decade" and reflect on the | save hundreds of pounds | quicened eye and leaf. from the earth™:
who stand in the way this spring. Find out commen home. beauty that still surrounds | of dimate poliution over | May my brain be bright bitly/foodblessings
of dimate action or what's native to your us and the hope we can time: bitly/chooseLEDs with praise of what | eat
perpetuate injustices. area here: nwf.org/ find through ... May | be worthy of my
Call or write to express | NativePlantFinder collective action: meat.”
you concerns. bitly/RebeccaSolnidetter
Palm Sunday 5 [ On average.a o How will you continue Talk with your family m Maundy Thursday o Good Friday _ ° Holy Saturday — —
Rest today. Take a family of four in to seek God through about your Lenten Today we remember “Acthor moment the “God ‘ooked ¢t
break from the TV the US uses 40 Creation? “Although we | Creation care journey. Jesus's last supper with c.rweln of e tendle wes | everyoing thet God hed
and internet. Turn off gallons of water per day | have done everything we his discples and his om n tho ., tie ecrtn mace, ¢rid inceec, T wes
everything, and unplug it | just In the shower! can to separate ourselves | What ideas do you have to | prayers in the garden 87100k, €°C 7€ "OEkS rery gooc.” - Gen, 1:31a
if you can. Play a game, Set a timer for 5 minutes | from other(s) ... from the |continue your stewardship | of Gethsemane. were sD'Z” - Mate 27:51 Take a walk and notice
go for a walk, or read and consider installing a | land and its waters and | into the Easter season? Following Jesus' example, | Contemplate destruction | signs of new life,
a book! Read Blessed low-flow shower head: from God, God has never take time today to pray already caused by climate | resurrection, and spring
Earth's resources EPA.gov/WaterSense/ left us.” - Bahnson & outdoors, remembering | change through wiidfires, | in your neighborheed.
on Sabbath living: showerheads Wirzba, /icaing Peace wit all who suffer through floods, and stronger Take pictures or notes in
SabbathLiving.org the Lend drought and starvation. storms. a journal of what you see.

Easter Sunday

12

“For in nim ¢l the fuiiness of God wTs plecsed o cwel, 6nd througn Nim God wos Dieosed 0 reconcie 20 Himsef el things,

whemer 09 eorth or It fecyes, Dy mon1g pecce 3v the Dlood of his ¢oss.” - Colassians 1:19-20

“The New Testament does not only tell us of the earthly Jesus and his tanglble and loving relationship with the world.
It also shows him risen and glorious, present throughout Creation by his universal Lordship" - Pope Francis, Loudcto §°
Trusting in the words of Philippians 1:6, “net mie Ore who dege” ¢ good wok 1 you wil Dring (2 10 compecon,”

take tme to give thanks for the changes of heart and habit you have taken on since Lent began, and continue to live out your call

to Creation stewardship with the hope of the resurrection always in your heart!

"

Take some time today to reflect on ail of the
activities that you have performed during
Lent, and how they have brought you into
greater harmony with the earth and with

all life. Condude your Lenten Creation care
practice by making a personal pledge o
serve God and serve others by pursuing a
more sustaimable way of life.




Poor People’s Campaign

A NATIONAL CALL for MORAL REVIVAL

SIGN UP for the bus to DC on June 20! %@"@
https://rally.co/poor-peoples-assembly @ﬁ%

MASS POOR PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY
& MORAL MARCH ON WASHINGTON

To Address: Systemic Racism * Systemic Poverty * Ecological Devastation « War
Economy and Militarism * Distorted Moral Narrative of Religious Nationalism

Join directly impacted people, state coordinating committees, moral leaders and
hundreds of supporting organizations as we challenge the nation.

poorpeoplescampaign-va.org * virginia@poorpeoplescampaign.org




INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

EQUALITY
CELEBRATION

SUNDAY, MARCH 8- 3PM

Monroe Park - 620 W. Main Street, Richmond, VA

Parade * Marching Bands * Giant Puppets * Food Trucks * And More!

Join us as we march from Monroe Park to the Virginia State Capitol to celebrate Virginia
making history for equal rights! This year, Virginia became the 38th and final state needed to ratify
the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). For more info, visit: VAratifyERA.org

Rain or Shine | Family Friendly = Free Street Parking | All Welcome
#ERA2020 #VAratifyERA #EqualRights



Volunieer
Minustries

March 1
Team 3

Ministry

Bruce Miller

Liturgist Beverly Lindsey

Altar Guild Sandy Higgins

Teller Coordinator:
Bud Higgins
804-301-5059

Fellowship Host
Coordinator:
Rev. Beverly Lindsey
804-275-7165

March 15
Team 4

March 8
Team 4

Jeff Michel Jeff Michel

Scott Siefert Rick Sumner

Johanna Gilbert
Charlotte Quick

Lynda Merry

Celebrating a special occasion?

March 22
Team 1

David Pittman

Robin Walsh

March 29
Team 1

David Pittman

Chris Wing

Helen Bunch

Please find a substitute if you
are unable to perform your
ministry and contact your
Team Coordinator and let the
office to let them know who
will be filling in for you. Thank
you for making our church
ministries run smoothly!
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3 4 5 6 7
Finance Com- Renovation
mittee Committee
5:30 p.m. 3 p.m.
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Council Meeting Fellowship
6:30 p.m. Lunch
Noon
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
RISC Update and Renovation
Mission Moment Committee
during Service with 3p.m.
Special Guest
Emily Small
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
One Great Hour of
Sharing Music and Equality
Worship Virginia Dinner
Mission Meeting Meeting 6 p.m.
after Worship 1:30 p.m.
29 30 31
Congregational Renovation
Life & Care Meet- Committee
ing after Worship 3 p.m.
RISC Rally at
2nd Baptist
6:30 p.m.
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Teresa Jolles

David Townsend

Rick Cook
Beverly Lindsey
Scott Siefert
Johanna Gilbert




