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This week as I prepare for lent to begin and continue to plan how to bring the journey of
transformation to life, I am also reading ordination papers, preparing for ordination
interviews for two women. Two women who began a journey many years ago that they
hope is coming to fruition soon. We live in a world that expects things to come
instantaneously. In fact, a toy that I often use for Easter is a caterpillar that turns into a
butterfly no chrysalis stage necessary.
I think many of us would like life better that way. Just as we try to travel from Palm
Sunday to Easter without stopping at the story of betrayal and death on the way. One
book I read years ago spoke of lent and holy week as our annual practice of how to die or
more exactly how to lay down our lives. The caterpillar we are told creates the chrysalis
with no knowledge that it will be changed to the point of becoming mush before it reforms
as a butterfly and comes out.
There is no hurrying this transformation if you open the chrysalis to expose the butterfly
before it is ready it dies. The women we will be speaking with this week each had to
make their journey to be ready to be ordained, for one it was a shorter journey than for
the other, but both had to travel as was right for them. The journey included some similar
steps, education, CPE, internships but each journey was unique. They could not clone
the journey of another so they could be sure to be successful but had to do the hard work
of their own journey.
It was almost two years ago that we entered this time of being in a different state as we
sold the parking lot. We knew life would be different while the building next store was
built, and we did not have parking available as we were used to. We knew we were doing
it to get ahead of maintenance issues, so we were not in a constant reactive mode as
things broke down in the building. We did not know that the air handler would break
before the HVAC renovation and we would worship in the fellowship hall for a year. We
also did not know that we would be blessed with new members who would come with a
heart for justice and acting their faith through working for a more systemic fix to things
than only doing charity. We did not know in fact who would stay with us through this time
and there was fear around making the changes. Some told me they would leave because
they could not have church be different, and some did, but some have stayed and
journeyed with us who did not think they could.
But now it is time to envision what we are creating. What have we learned, what have we
loved? What have we hated in this time? How are we ready to be different as we come
out the other side of this journey? We wrote our mission statement preselling the parking
lot. Does it still work for us or do we need a new one? In this time, we have in many ways
been a Sunday only organization and we have been focused on the social end of church
life. How do we refocus on discipleship, both the learning and the doing of God’s work so
we are church, not a social club, but a church that will attract others who want to share
the journey? The work of being in a chrysalis is only half done when the butterfly begins
to form and we are not ready yet to become, but it is time to envision what we will be. Do
we believe that St John’s can be a butterfly? How do we take what we like about meeting
downstairs back upstairs to the sanctuary? This is not a time to try to go back that would
kill us, as it would the butterfly, but it is time to get ready to be something new. We can
envision some of it, but not all. Resurrection is a journey with God so we are not in
control. Are we willing to continue to journey forward to something new? Are we ready to
dream together and envision where we think God may be taking us?

With Love and Prayers,
The Rev. Linda Higgins

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fellowship Lunch March 12th at noon - NOTE NEW TIME!
This month's Fellowship Lunch will be on Thursday, March 12th, at noon. We're going to try the
earlier time to accommodate those who have other mid-afternoon commitments. We'll be meeting
at Firebirds Grill, 11448 Belvedere Vista Lane in North Chesterfield. Please contact Beth Stiegler
at (804) 475-7340 to reserve your place.
Equality Virginia Dinner March 28th
The annual Equality Virginia Commonwealth Dinner, a celebration of the state's LGBTQ+
community and a recognition of this year's pro-equality legislative victories, will be held at the
Convention Center on Saturday, March 28th at 6 pm. As in previous years, St. John's will be
hosting a table (or two, if there is enough interest). The cost is $90 per person, but financial
support is available so don't let cost be an issue if you're interested in attending. Please contact
Jeff Jacobs ASAP at (202) 361-9887 or jwjacobs9@gmail.com to reserve your seat at the table.
SAVE THE DATE - Potomac Association Spring 2020 Meeting May 16th

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Trustees/Renovation Update
A number of renovation projects were completed or are underway as March begins. Repairs are underway on the
elevator, which will cause the elevator to be out of service until March 6th, and a chairlift on the stairway from our
back parking area to the parlor is being installed. Paving of the alleyway and our back parking area, along with
repair of the cement sidewalk in front of and along the side entrance of the church, should be completed this
month. Reinforcement of the ceilings in the classrooms on the second floor of the church has been
completed. We have received proposals to replace the yellowed coverings over the stained glass windows, and
we are also looking at restoration of several stained glass windows that have fallen into disrepair. We are moving
forward with replacement of the center railing on the side entrance of the church (near the copy room) with
railings on either side, to make access to the door easier for all. And equipment has been ordered for
replacement of the HVAC system, on which work is beginning this month. If you have any questions or
comments, please contact any of the Trustees or members of the Renovations Task Force -- Rob Osborn, Jeff
Hetzer, Jeff Jacobs, Sarah Allen, Dreama Terrill, Betsy Bighinatti, Richard Bighinatti, and Pastor Linda. The
Renovations group is meeting on March 3rd,17th and 31st, at 3 pm at the church, and all are welcome to attend.
New Directory
We are in the process of updating our church directory. We'll have copies of the current directory available at
church the next several Sundays; please check your entry and let us know of any needed corrections or updates.
March Mission
As the month ends, it has come to our attention that the new building for Caritas is scheduled for opening this
June. We have been invited to participate in this exciting new journey with them. Your mission team has agreed
to sponsor one of the new apartments on behalf of St. John's. The cost for a 1 bedroom is $3000. We are grateful
to the Stille Foundation for making this possible. BUT given St. John's long history with Caritas we would like to
do more!! With the support of the congregation, we could sponsor a 2 bedroom for $5000. We are challenging
you to support Caritas in raising an additional $2000. The building will have apartment housing and support
services all in one location. Ending the need for intake & overnight housing of women in churches all over the
community. We will have the opportunity to participate in the setup of "OUR" apartment. This is a one-time
contribution from our congregation but a long term investment in Caritas, so please continue our strong support of
the organization by making a donation in March. Even if you gave in February, please consider giving again!
Change the World RVA
Change the World RVA, a foundation assisting homeless students to succeed in high school, college, and life will
be collecting donations in March for their big fundraiser, Another Woman's Treasure. The sale will be held on
April 3rd & 4th. They are collecting gently used purses, jewelry, & women's accessories for this fun two-day sale.
The sale is held at Bon Air Methodist. Donations may be dropped off there. Info can be found
at changetheworldrva.org.
One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of Sharing is the UCC offering to provide assistance during disasters here and abroad. We will
receive this offering during worship on Sunday, March 22. This aid has enabled the Church to respond to
hurricanes in Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, North Carolina, Texas, and Florida; to fires in California;
earthquakes in Mexico, Indonesia, & Haiti; flooding in El Salvador, Hawaii and South India. This assistance
provides sustainable solutions from disasters near and far.
The mission and outreach committee hopes that you will respond with the generosity. Jesus calls us to offer
assistance to all our neighbors.

Please use the envelope in your bulletin or if you include your donation in your regular offering envelope
please be sure to designate OGHS.
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March 1
Team 3

March 8
Team 4

March 15
Team 4

March 22
Team 1

March 29
Team 1

Pam Miller

Helen Bunch

Helen Bunch

Richard Bighinatti

Richard Bighinatti

Sound
System

Bruce Miller

Jeff Michel

Jeff Michel

David Pittman

David Pittman

Tellers

Jeff Michel and
Scott Siefert

Jeff Michel and
Scott Siefert

Rob Osborn
Tony Sharpenstein

Rob Osborn
Tony Sharpenstein

Mark Souza and
Betsy Bighinatii

Liturgist

Beverly Lindsey

Scott Siefert

Rick Sumner

Robin Walsh

Chris Wing

Facilities

Bill Watson

Bud Higgins

Bud Higgins

Richard Bighinatti

Richard Bighinatti

Altar Guild

Sandy Higgins

Lynda Merry

Johanna Gilbert
Charlotte Quick

Helen Bunch

Fellowship
Hosts

Johanna Gilbert

Andrea Miller and
Rick Sumner

Laura Totty

Welcome
Team
Leader

Teller Coordinator:
Bud Higgins
804-301-5059
Fellowship Host
Coordinator:
Rev. Beverly Lindsey
804-275-7165

Jessica M
and
Robin Walsh

Terrie Pendleton

Please find a substitute if you
are unable to perform your
ministry and contact your
Team Coordinator and let the
office to let them know who
will be filling in for you. Thank
you for making our church
ministries run smoothly!

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Finance Committee
5:30 p.m.

Renovation
Committee
3 p.m.

9

10

11

12

13

14

8

Council Meeting
6:30 p.m.

15

16

RISC Update and
Mission Moment
during Service with
Special Guest
Emily Small
22
One Great Hour of
Sharing
Mission Meeting
after Worship
29
Congregational
Life & Care Meeting after Worship

Sat

Fellowship
Lunch
Noon
17

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

Renovation
Committee
3 p.m.

23

24

Music and
Worship
Meeting
1:30 p.m.
30

31
Renovation
Committee
3 p.m.
RISC Rally at
2nd Baptist
6:30 p.m.

1

Teresa Jolles

2

David Townsend

4

Rick Cook

8

Beverly Lindsey

16 Scott Siefert
31 Johanna Gilbert

Equality
Virginia Dinner
6 p.m.

