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Message Pastorfrom the
Connectivity 
Recently, I found myself on a trip to 
some of West Virginia’s most 
breathtaking natural sites—Blackwater 
Falls, Seneca Rocks, and Franklin. Let 
me pause to say: if you wish to renew 
your love for West Virginia, take the 
drive! It is absolutely worth the journey.

But back to my story.

This day was different. I wasn’t as 
captivated by the beauty around me as I 
was by something else—the complete 
lack of connectivity throughout the 
entire drive.

I couldn’t reach my wife, my kids, or my 
work. More troubling was the realization 
that they couldn’t reach me either. 
Occasionally, a random text would 
appear when I crested a mountain peak, 
but the signal never lasted long enough 
to respond.

I could feel my blood pressure 
rising. What if the world was coming to 
an end? I wouldn’t even know it! Okay, 
maybe I was being a bit dramatic—but 
in that vast wilderness, with no 
connectivity, I had little else to focus on.

I’m a strong believer in personal 
responsibility, and while I take 
ownership of my anxiety that day, I’ve 
come to understand that the algorithms, 
bells, and whistles of the digital world 
are designed to keep pulling us in. 
Some articles even describe this 
behavior as having an “addictive” 

quality. In essence, I was experiencing 
withdrawal.

Eventually, I made it home to 
Morgantown. But as you can see from 
this reflection, that day left a lasting 
impact. I’ve been troubled by the 
thought: What if that disconnected 
moment was actually a better 
reality? What if my true “disconnection” 
from life and from God isn’t found on 
those mountain peaks—but in my daily 
routine of calls, emails, and internet 
searches?

What if we were designed to cherish 
God’s creation in all its majesty? What if 
we were meant to engage in real 
conversations with others, rather than 
living in social silos?

Scripture is filled with reminders of this 
priority:


• James 4:8 (ESV) 
“Draw near to God, and he will 
draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners, and purify 
your hearts, you double-
minded.” 
This verse emphasizes the 
reciprocal nature of drawing 
close to God and the need for 
purity of heart.


• Matthew 6:33 (ESV) 
“But seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be 
added to you.”  Continues on 
page 3


• 10:30 a.m.  Worship Service   
• 9 a.m. Sunday School, Handbell 

Choir 
• 10 a.m. Children’s Handbell 

Choir & Chancel Choir 

Worship Service is in-person and 
online at fpcfairmont.com & 
Facebook 

http://fpcfairmont.com
http://fpcfairmont.com
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Musical Notes  from John Morrison, Director of Music & Organist

Welcome back to our 
Chancel Choir and Cambridge Handbell 
Choirs!  It is wonderful to have them 
singing and playing in worship again.  
There is a special kind of fellowship that 
happens in choir rehearsals and joy that 
comes from making music together.  

	 On their first Sunday back the 
Chancel Choir beautifully sang "Surely 
the Presence of the Lord Is in This 
Place" arr. Jack Schrader and will follow 
up next Sunday with a catchy anthem 
with djembe, "Let All the People Say 
'Amen'" by Pepper Choplin.  The 
Cambridge Handbells are ringing "Be 
Thou My Vision" arr. Sandra Eithun for 
their first Sunday providing the prelude 
for worship.  

	 Looking ahead in October the 
bells will ring October 5 and October 
19.  Then on October 26, Reformation 

Sunday, we will have a special treat 
where the bagpiper Glen Campbell will 
be joining us and playing for worship!  
Thanks to Marilyn Morgan for helping 
with arrangements to have bagpipes in 
the service.    


	 The Chancel 
Choir has 
already begun 
rehearsals on 
the Christmas 
Cantata.  
Mark your 
calendars that 
the cantata 
will be during 
worship on 
Sunday 
December 
21.  

May the 
peace of 

Christ be with you,


John Morrison

Director of Music and Organist 


Apple Butter Day 
Saturday, October 11 

    

Mark your calendars and plan to 

join your church family on one of 
the most special days of the year in 
the life of our church, Apple Butter 
Day on Saturday, October 11. 
Proceeds go to our Shoes for Kids 
Ministry. 

Where:  Police Reserve Building  
             East Marion Park (aka      

    Wave Tech Park) 
             35 City View Terrace 

Timeline of the day as follows: 
6 a.m.:  Early risers are welcome to come and help get the fires 
started and kettles filled and start the stirring.  Breakfast, juice 
and coffee will be provided for the early shift


7 a.m. - until time to jar the apple butter (about 2 p.m.).  Come 
throughout the morning for fellowship and to share in the stirring 
of the kettles (Four this year!)

  

NOON:  Potluck Lunch 

Bring a dish to share and we will eat before the canning of the 

apple butter. Tableware, water, lemonade and coffee will be 
provided.


1:30 - 2 p.m.:  This is about the time the apple butter is ready to 
be jarred. We need as many folks as possible to help with this. 
So if you can’t make it in the morning plan to come for lunch 
and stay to help in the canning. 

The past few years we have been done with this part by 3-3:30 
p.m. 

	 Activities for the kids will be planned throughout the 
day.  Bring an outside chair and come socialize and stir. There is 
plenty of seating available inside the building for lunch. 

Apple Butter  $6/ pint 
Available for sale starting next day, Sunday, October 12 in the 
Social Room.


Blubaugh Fund meeting October 19 
	 On October 19,  immediately following the church 
service, there will be a meeting in the parlor where the women 
of the church will discuss recommendations of disbursements 
of the Nettie Blubaugh Fund.  

	 These recommendations will be presented to Session 
for approval.  If attendance is not possible and a special request 
would like to be made, please write a note to be received in the 
church by October 15 or send information with someone that 
plans to attend.
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Mark Your Calendars 
• Material for the NOVEMBER issue of The Chimes is 

due by Friday, October 24 at noon. THANKS!!! 
• Parents’ Night Out: October 3 at 5:30 p.m. 
• Stewardship Sunday: October 5 
• Apple Butter Day: Saturday, October 11 at Wave Tek 

at the Police Reserve Bldg.  6 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
• Animal Shelter Youth Trip: October 12 after church 
• Session Meeting:  October 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
• Men’s Breakfast: Tuesdays at McAteer’s at 8 a.m. 

Hospitality: First Friday, October 3 
	 October 3 is First Friday, Parents’ Night Out.   
Hospitality will be providing dinner for the children.

	 October 7 at 10 a.m. will be the next Hospitality 
meeting in the parlor.  

	 October 11 will be Apple Butter Day.  Everyone is 
encouraged to bring a covered dish.  It will be a fun day, 
good fellowship and wonderful food.


Property reminds about door access 
	 Just a reminder that during Sunday morning 
worship service the handicapped door and the upper main 
door on Jefferson Street are unlocked only if an usher is 
present at that door. At 10:30 our sexton is locking the 
Jefferson Street door and then the handicapped door at 
10:45  Also remember that the keyless access code policy 
states that no doors are to be propped open and left 
unattended. Please be vigilant.


Pastor’s Message  continues from pg. 1 

This encourages us to prioritize God foundation of our lives.

• Psalm 63:1 (ESV) 

“O God, you are my 
God; earnestly I seek 
you; my soul thirsts for 
you; my flesh faints for 
you, as in a dry and 
weary land where there 
is no water.” 
This illustrates a deep, 
passionate longing for 
God.


• Proverbs 3:5–6 (ESV) 
"Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart, and do 
not lean on your own 
understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths."

This passage underscores the importance of 
trusting God in every aspect of life. It reminds us 
that true guidance comes not from our own 
reasoning, but from acknowledging Him in all we do.


Beyond these words, Scripture is also filled with examples—
from Moses to Jesus—of stepping away from the busyness 
of life to seek solitude with God. Whether on the 
mountainside or in a quiet garden, these moments of retreat 
were essential for spiritual connection and renewal.

I wish I could tell you that one day of disconnection cured me
—but like all addictions, I know it doesn’t work that way. 
What I can say is that it got me thinking. And maybe—just 
maybe—those thoughts will lead to small steps toward 
carving out time to prioritize the kind of “true connectivity” 
that really matters.

I’m hopeful that these small steps will one day lead me to lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and to 
run with endurance the race set before me—looking to 
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith. For the joy set 
before Him, He endured the cross, despised the shame, and 
is now seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God. (Hebrews 12:1–2)


Grace and Peace, 
Dan Kimble

First Church’s News & Notes
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Text PCUSAPEACE to 41444 to give to Peace & Global Witness  
or visit pcusa.org/peace-global for more information.
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 ROMANS 14:19

Reminder that Sunday, October 5 is Stewardship 
Sunday and our Peace and Global Witness Special Offering. 
Please bring your pledge cards with you.



  
  

 

Children & Youth Ministry 
Hello Parents and Families! 
	 We’re excited for a fun-filled 
October in our Children’s Ministry! Mark 

your calendars and get ready for some 
exciting events designed just for 

our kids and youth. 

Please RSVP for the events that require it 
so we can plan accordingly!

Parents' Night Out – Pumpkin Painting 
Party  
Date: Friday, October 3

Time: 5:30 p.m.

Enjoy a night out while your kids join us for 
a fall-themed Pumpkin Painting Party! 
We'll have dinner provided, creative fun, 
and great fellowship. Perfect for all ages—
come dressed to make a (paint) mess!

Please RSVP by October 1


Youth Outing – Visit to the Animal 
Shelter  
Date: Sunday, October 12

Time: Immediately after service


Our youth group will head out for a 
heartwarming visit to the local 

animal shelter to spend time with the 
animals and learn how we can help 

in our community.

Please pack a lunch for your child to bring 
with them.

Please RSVP by October 9


Halloween-Themed Children’s Church 

Date: Sunday, October 26

Instead of our traditional Trunk-or-Treat 
this year, we’re bringing the fun to 
Children’s Church! Kids are invited to wear 
their (church-appropriate) costumes for a 
special themed service filled with games, 
crafts, treats, and Bible fun. No scary 
costumes, please!

No RSVP needed – just come ready for 
fun!

	 We’re looking forward to an 
amazing season of learning, laughter, and 

love. If you have any questions, or if you’d 
like to RSVP or volunteer, 

please contact us!

CONTACT INFORMATION
OFFICE HOURS: 9 AM - 1 PM  ON MONDAY THRU THURSDAY  
     
Phone (304) 366-2628  Fax (304) 366-2662   
Email: office@fairmontfirst.net          Web: www.fpcfairmont.com

Staff 
Pastor 

Director of Music 
John Morrison                                    
music@fairmontfirst.net 

Discipleship Ministry Coordinator 
Jane Mead 
discipleship@fairmontfirst.net 
                           
Office Coordinator    
Karen Mersinger 
office@fairmontfirst.net 

Sexton 
Joe Miller 
sexton@fairmontfirst.net 

Nursery Attendants 
Pam Proctor 
Abby Shuck 

Sunday School 
Brigitte Gapen 

Session 
CLERK OF SESSION 
Kathy Snider 

ADMINISTRATION 
Pam Nolan 
Amy Turluck 

OUTREACH                                           
Terri Bunner 

PROPERTY 
Joe Jernigan 
Rob Steele 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 
Pam Stalnaker 
Penny Roberts 

CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
Amy Koon 
Tim Mersinger 

HOSPITALITY 
Janet Miller 
Nancy Carnes 

Treasurer  
Roger Kritzer 4
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October Ministry  
Volunteers 

Liturgist: Penny Roberts 

USHERS :  Rob Steele (captain), Ed Cummings, and 
Cindi Seigman 

SCRIPTURE 

October 5: Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost/World Communion Sunday 
Read Lamentations 3:9-16 
Life isn’t always easy. There are times that we struggle and watch those around us struggle. Yet, even in the midst of the struggles we 
have reason to hope – God’s love is always with us; God’s grace never comes to an end. Sure as the sun rises, God is with us.  


October 12: Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Read Jeremiah 29:4-7 
Jeremiah insists that God’s people living in exile look around, get to know the people and place where they are living, and contribute 
to its well-being. This week, look around and notice what is going on with other people in your family, neighbors, class, team… Pray 
for these people and do something this week that might make someone’s life better.


October 19: Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17 
Consider your Bible, the sacred writings of Christians and the Church. Does your Bible look well-used or brand new? How has it 
become a part of you? If the book itself fell completely apart, would you have some of it hidden inside you? This week read Psalm 91, 
verses 1-6 and 14-16 three times each day and memorize it to hide it inside you.


October 26: Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Read Joel 2:23-32 
Dreams are possibilities and ideas about what could be. Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech illustrates the importance of a 
dream in shaping life for both individuals and communities. According to Joel, such dreams are gifts from God and therefore should 
be worked with and valued. What is a dream that you have for your own life and for the life of the world? 

October Nurturing Faith Ideas

OCTOBER 
Birthdays 
10/5	 	 Doug Shaver

10/11	 	 Stan Swihart

10/12	 	 Rob Steele

10/13	 	 Ami Starn

	 	 Brian Starn

10/15	 	 Jim Kettering

10/17	 	 Jess Fatkin

10/21	 	 Earl Straight

	 	 Tom McClure

10/22	 	 Diane Bosco

	 	 Beverly Sandy

10/28	 	 Becky Harvey


Anniversaries 
10/12	 	 Rob & Kim Steele

10/25	 	 Meredith & Patrick      
	 	 Knight


Prayer List 
Linda Adametz

Judy Gils

John Schooley

Cathy & Phil Reed

Diane Satterfield

Amy Bartell

Betty Pat Lee

Lindy Straight

Dave Yazvak

James Cimino

Beverly Sandy

Ken Miller

Rev. James Morley

Susan May

Brad & Donna Dodd

Ella Morris

Stephen Satterfield

Judy Shaver


Paul Hines

Peggy Twyman

Linda Stoops


August/September Pledges & 
Gifts 
August 24	 $1,102

  Shoes for Kids	 $365

August 31	 $2.055

September 7	 $6,745

September 14	 $5,415

 Shoes For Kids	 $192


	 Total:	 $15,874	 	 

Total to Date: $159,046.50
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