Zion’s News & Notes
A Few Words From Pastor David
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Hey, anybody up for a party? Believe it or not, this is the 60th anniversary of our current location and building. While “a groundbreaking service was held on June 30, 1958 and
the cornerstone cemented during a service the following Columbus Day,” it was on All
Saints’ Day, November 1, 1959, that a dedication service was held for the “new” Zion. Our
building and location have served us well for these past 60 years, albeit with significant alterations and upgrades through the years. It is appropriate that we recognize and celebrate the
ministry we have conducted at, and out of, our site on the “corner of French and Burrstone
Roads,” and look toward the future – what types of ministry we feel called to with respect to
the future, and what type of building we need in order to accomplish them. It is important
that we do so since, as I think few, if any, would dispute, our surroundings have changed
considerably since 1959 as has our cultural, technological, and societal context, and the
composition of our congregation.
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I have spoken with Jack Henke, our church’s historian, and he is willing to convene
and facilitate a task force to oversee and help implement our 60th anniversary events and
celebrations. If you would like to help Jack and/or be a part of this oversight task force
(importantly, this is a time-limited commitment; meaning, if you sign up, you won’t serve
until Jesus comes back J), please contact him (or me, and I’ll either give you his contact information or forward your name and contact information to him). It is our hope that our
celebration will culminate in a special worship service probably on Nov. 3.
Along the line of future ministries, I am happy to announce that we will begin our
new transportation ministry in March. We have talked about this in council meetings, gathered information, and discussed different proposals. At our 2018 annual meeting, we passed
our 2019 budget which includes “start-up” funding for this ministry so that it might become
a reality. Since this is uncharted territory for us, we are beginning small, and we anticipate
that we will need to make adjustments and/or corrections along the way. That is okay and
to be expected. If you would like to be part of the group working on achieving this goal and/
or make a financial contribution to it, please let me know. FYI – if everyone just chipped in
$1/week extra, we could nearly fully fund this ministry and with $2 extra per week, we’d be
able to expand and include more people. Two points about our “new” transportation ministry that deserve repeating. First, “Thank You!!!!” to all those who have been driving people
to our church services and other activities. Your ministry has been, and will continue to be,
greatly appreciated. Second, this ministry should be seen as part of our effort to more fully
embrace and live out Jesus’ Great Commission (Matt. 28:18-20).
Your brother in Christ,
Pastor David
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Announcements
BIBLE STUDY: Pr. David conducts Bible study Wednesdays, at 10 AM & 5:30 PM in the
Fireside Room. We are looking at the Wisdom of Solomon.
TITHE.LY: You can give from where you are! Go to our website at www.ZionLutheranNY.org
and click on donate to give electronically. It’s safe and easy.
PRAYER GROUP: Pastor David leads a contemplative prayer group on Wednesdays at 12:30
PM, for anyone who wishes to deepen their spiritual life.
WORSHIP TEAM: Please consider joining Zion’s Sunday Worship Team. If you’re looking for
a way to enhance your worship experience, be a part of it! You can sign up weeks ahead of time.
Opportunities exist for Greeters, Worship Assistants, Communion Assistants, and Ushers. We
are also looking for a new Greeter & Usher coordinator. Let us know if you can help!
INTERFAITH LUNCHEON: Sunday, March 17 at 12:30. Please join us for a meal with our
friends from the Muslim community and their families. Let’s show them who we are in Christ by
welcoming them with good food and good conversation. Please see the sign up sheet if you plan
to attend and/or if you can bring a dish, preferable pork free to meet the needs of our guests.
BOOK CLUB: Our next book is Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly. This the untold story of four African-American women who helped launch our Nation into space. Please consider
joining us in fellowship. We encourage you to bring a friend. If you have any suggestions for
time change, future books to read, or have any questions contact Kim Marscher or Fran
Holzberger. P.S. Book Club is not just for women, the male outlook is very much appreciated.
CHOIR: If you like to sing, Zion's Choir practices at 9 AM on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the
month, plus Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday in April, and we sing for the 10:00 AM service
those days. We also rehearse after worship on the third Sunday of the month. You'll be part of a
caring group of people, and singing is good for you! Please join us.
THE CENTRAL CROSSROADS CONFERENCE SPRING ASSEMBLY: Will be held on
Sat., May 11, registration at 9:45am. Cost is $6.00 for brunch. More information coming soon!
Services are at 12-noon and 7 PM. Following the noon service, we will be having a
Soup Luncheon in the Fireside Room, join us! Please see the sign up sheet if you
plan to come, but it’s ok if you missed the sign up!

HEALING SERVICE: Sunday, March 31. Our ministry of healing emphasizes caring for the sick in the widest possible understanding of that term. In the rite of healing, church does not replace the gifts of God that come though the scientific community nor does it promise a cure.
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Birthdays & more
March Birthdays
Happy Blessed Birthday!
Matthew Sowers
Mildred Pelrine
Mary Lou Millar
Amelia Roberts
Caitlyn Wilson
Diane Jecen
Debra Murdock
Matthew Grove
Pam Wilson
Elenor Burkhoudt
Martha Pietsh
Matthew Schiller

1
1
1
1
2
5
5
6
7
10
10
11

Deena Jecen
14
Nicolas Manino
14
Carol Youngren
14
Etta Head
17
Jim Marscher Jr
20
David Nicholls
20
Brian Gymburch 20
Patsy Glista
21
David Hunter
22
Laurel McCurdy
23
Mark Youngkrans 24
Katherine Thompson 24

Diane Kulik
Ralph Youngren
Cayden Hunter
Nicole Manino
Cole Szemeczko
Gloria Cifonelli
Bonnie Loomis

24
26
26
27
27
30
30

The Your Neighbors outreach program will once again hold their garage sale on Friday, May 4th, and
Saturday, May 5th. The garage sale is held each year at Our Saviour Lutheran Church. Start now to
set aside good used household items to be donated to this annual fundraiser. Items donated can be
dropped off at: Our Savior Lutheran Church, 1640 Genesee St. Utica, back corner door 9am—3pm
beginning Monday, April 30 through Wednesday, May 2. Or call Your Neighbors at 315-235-7149 to
schedule a pick up.
You can donate: household items, furniture, lawn & garden equipment, books, toys, games, etc.
Your Neighbors is requesting that you do not donate: clothing, luggage, sporting goods/equipment,
computers or computer parts, Christmas trees, appliances that are not working.

Women and a couple men guests gathered after church on Sunday, Feb. 17 to learn about being Bold in Caring and to make flower wreath centerpieces to be used both for our March 17 Interfaith Gathering and to add
to Easter food baskets that will be distributed. The program was part of the Bold Women resources available
through the Women of the ELCA. Our next meeting is planned for Sunday, May 5 at 12:30. Our local planning group includes Claudia King, Kim Marscher, Fran Holzberger, Patsy Glista and Sara Silva who helps us
with publicity and ideas. If you would like to join us or to share program ideas just talk with one of us.
Women of the ELCA includes Lutheran women who gather in more than 7,000 locations in the U.S. and the
Caribbean, for service, study, advocacy, fellowship and more! WELCA embraces all kinds of ministries that
support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. There is a place for you
in Women of the ELCA. Women of the ELCA also provides lots of resources for women of all ages on their
website, https://www.womenoftheelca.org/. Hear from and share with other women on their blog page; sign
up for one of three magazines available on-line: Bold Connections, a monthly newsletter about our latest news,
blogs, resources and events, Gather, a weekly look inside the latest issue of the magazine, and Bold Cafe, a
monthly online magazine for young adult women; or sign up to receive a daily reflection on your email or
phone. Check out all their wonderful resources for supporting your faith. There are also synod and conference Women of the ELCA events. Look for info re: the Central Crossroads Conference Spring Assembly soon.
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Vignettes from Zion's History: Briefly Speaking...
Many brief, fascinating items live in my Zion history files.
When a piano enters the church triumphant, what does a congregation do? Pastor William C.
Nolte cited Zion's response in The Messenger, January 1928: "The old piano has been transformed
because it flunked in music. Now, part of it serves as a large table for the officers of the Council.
Another part has been turned into a sand table, with strong legs and a safe foundation. With the
sand, our little ones will build Jerusalem and the Jordan Valley, the mountains and lakes of the Savior's homeland. Thereby, Sunday school instruction is imparted playfully and cheerfully." GermanAmerican ingenuity created a unique teaching tool at Fay and Cooper Streets.
Pastor Edmund Bosch (1946-1949) was a progressive minister. Under his leadership, Zion's
Council first considered moving our church from West Utica. In 1947, Bosch persuaded the Council
to schedule an eight o'clock worship on summer Sundays, in addition to the usual 10:45 service. He
explained his reasoning in The Messenger: "On July 6th, the first of the early services of the summer months will begin. This service will be held to accommodate those who desire to worship and
still be able to visit their friends, relatives, and camps during vacation." Effective congregations can
adapt and, while the early services didn't last, Pastor Bosch's philosophy endured at Zion.
Oh, does American English change! One Sunday during Zion's German language era witnessed an annual memorial service for members who passed during the previous year. Newspapers
listed the ages of the deceased. Twenty-seven Zionites died in 1905. Regarding that total, the Daily
Press stated: "It will be observed that seven more than one-fourth of the whole number were over
70 years old, and half were 60 or more." Ask a young person about the chances of reading that
phrase today and they'd probably reply, "LOL."

Supported by Chancellor Otto von Bismarck, German laborers formed the Arbeiter Kranken
und Sterbekasse (Workers Sick and Death Benefit Fund) in 1888. Members paid three cents per
week, matched by their employers, into an account that distributed health insurance benefits. The
practice spread to German-American institutions. Zion had a Krankenkasse Society that channeled
funds to the national organization. Benefits helped reduce medical bills in the early 1900s but, as
costs escalated, the program's importance diminished. My grandparents, Bernhard and Clara Henke,
belonged to Zion's Krankenkasse and, when my cousin Jeanne Kirn Grube was born, they purchased a policy for her. When Jeanne gave birth to her son Robert in 1963, she received ten dollars
from that policy.
Zion member, single parent Bertha Mehring raised her six children at 18 Gold Street in Utica's Cornhill during the 1890s. The children's labors supported the Mehrings. Son Herman was a
grocery clerk, William a messenger boy. Daughter Elizabeth worked in a bakery, Magdalena in a
cotton mill. Richard and Adolf attended school. Contributions from fellow church members also
helped sustain the family.
Bertha Mehring became a single parent after divorcing her husband, Reinhold, in July 1891.
She cited his domestic and alcohol abuses in court arguments. Bertha also filed assault charges
against him, which resulted in a conviction. These acts by a woman required courage in the 1890's and especially in Utica's patriarchal German-American community. While few divorce proceedings
received newspaper publicity, this case made headlines not only for its uniqueness, but because
Bertha's husband was the Rev. Reinhold Mehring, former pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran (1889-1890).
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Vignettes from Zion's History
In an ironic sidelight - after St. Paul's council fired Mehring, he tried to organize another Lutheran congregation in Cornhill. Olivet Presbyterian allowed the pastor to use their chapel, but the
fledgling church only endured a few months. The name Mehring chose for his mission was the German Lutheran Church of Peace.
When Fred Schwender (1896-1958) passed, he was praised as an "internationally known humanitarian" whose efforts brought desperately needed aid to tens of thousands in post-World War II
Europe. Fred, who owned Schwender's Music Store on Columbia Street, co-founded Utica's Overseas Friendship Center and served on its board until his death. In that role, he helped dozens of displaced families settle in Oneida County. Utica Mayor Boyd Golder appointed Fred chairman of
many of the city's relief drives that collected tons of non-perishables for shipment to European
countries. In 1947, as the United States, Great Britain, France, and the Soviet Union were negotiating European peacetime arrangements at the Moscow Conference, Fred stared an international
movement that encouraged prayer for the summit's success. Sunday schools throughout our country
participated. An Observer-Dispatch article, entitled "Businessman Gets Little People together to
Pray for the 'Big 4,'" featured a photo of Zion pupils Carl Schmitt, Roger Long, Carol Lambert, and
Carol Schmitt. That image appears below.
Additional notes: My thanks go to Jeanne Kirn Grube for information about Zion's Krankenkasse
and to Carl Schmitt, for his memories of Fred Schwender. The story of sculptor John Lednicky and
Zion's altar cross will appear in the Easter newsletter.
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Events

Above: Thanks to everyone who stayed to share lunch with us and watch the
movie “The 5 People You Meet in Heaven” on January 27. Thanks to Linda
Lambe and Kim Ritchie for the lunch!

Above: Thanks to everyone who came out to our
WELCA event on February 17. We had a great time at
our Bold & Caring focused afternoon!
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Events
Souper Bowl 2019 Report
The Youth Group once again sponsored Zion's annual Souper Bowl on Sunday February 3.
Through the generosity of the congregation we collected 330 cans of soup and $116 in monetary contributions. Ed Grove delivered a portion of the cans to St. Margaret's Food pantry at
Grace Episcopal Church in Utica. As their shelves were very bare, our cans were greatly appreciated! The timing of our collection was perfect. They even took time to build a “soup can
pyramid” from our soup (see the photo). Thank you to everyone who contributed!

Dear Pastor David,
A sincere thanks to Zion Lutheran! Your donation of soup cans for “Souper Bowl
Sunday” was impressive, and the additional check to St. Margaret’s Food Pantry was an
incredible addition!
Your donations make a marked difference each month, and the shelves of St Margaret's would literally not be the same without you! We are so fortunate that your parish
has chosen our pantry to be the recipient of their generosity.
As Sr. Warden, a few weeks ago I gave a report at our Annual Meeting to our parish and I happily mentioned your church by name! We’re honored you bless us with your
generosity, and we appreciate your help in battling hunger!
Thank you!
Lisa Firsching/Sr. Warden
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Continue to bring your cans/bottles to Zion to support the Utica
Food Pantries. The bins are in the coat room downstairs.
Ed Grove returns these for us.
Thank You!
FOOD DONATION SCALE
Supplies & food total for
February was approximately
250lbs. Personal care items are always needed, noodles, and soup.
Thank you!!

ZION’S BUILDING FUND…
Double your donation!

Thanks to a gift from Zion’s Memorial Fund, we have an opportunity
to double gifts made to our Building Fund to pay back the money
borrowed from our savings for the major renovation of the upstairs
bathrooms and the Fireside Room.
Here’s how it works:
Every dollar you give towards the Building Fund between now and
May 1 will be matched, up to $13,000. Your help is needed to retire
this debt for Zion. Wont you help? Please use the green envelope in
the pews and mark “Building Fund” on your check.
Thank you!
Stewardship committee,
Jim Marscher, Ch.; Kim Marscher, Gloria Cifonelli, Pastor David,
Suzee Rowland, Sara Silva
MATCH GIFT:
$13,000
DONATED TO DATE:
$2, 225
NEEDED:
$10,575
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Thank You Letters
From the Pen of Mae Parker
Do you live in the grey twilight of your mind
Somewhere between heaven and hell
In the greying down of sorry
Thinking thoughts that you do not get?
In the mind that steals your passion
Will the greying ghosts still flow
Bringing depression and lack of meaning
And a burst of feeling low?

In the dawning of the morning
Reason comes to you amount the rays
Remember how the savior saved us
Give our savior thanks and praise
Thinking thoughts that do not matter
Wrapped up in lonesome dread
Thoughts that can destroy you
And wish that you were dead
Take heart. There is still Hope!

Thanks to everyone who sent cards for my Dad’s
100th Birthday. My father appreciated the kind
thoughts and words. All of you helped to make this
milestone special.
Linda Bennett

Dear Zion Lutheran Church!
Thank you! what a wonderful gift of $1,910.
We are truly thankful for your financial support. We served 364 families in December,
so these funds certainly helped us.
God bless you all.
Mary Zimber/Volunteer Coordinator
Dear Pastor and everyone,
On behalf of the Lutheran Homes foundation, I wish to extend our most heartfelt gratitude to the members of the congregation of
Zion for your extremely generous contribution of $763 to our organization. Your gift
will assist us immeasurably in our efforts to
provide programs and service which enhance
the quality of life we continually strive to
achieve for the individuals we care for.
May God bless you for your kindness,
Karen Anne Ostinett
Director of Funds & Volunteer DevelopDear Zion Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for the food that you
collected. This helps to keep are pantry full!
Thanks,
Rita/Director of the Food Pantry

Dear Zion Lutheran Church
& Shirley Carlson,

Dear Zion Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for your gift to support the
mission of Cherish All Children! You are helping to protect children and youth from sexual
exploitation and tracking. By educating communities about this issue, engaging in prayer together and acting on behalf of children, we can
raise generations free from exploitation.

Thank you for once again blessing MCRCR
through your Angel Tree Project. Your donation of men’s gloves is much appreciated
by our agency and the men who will receive
them. “Whatsoever we do for our brother,
that we do unto Him.”

God’s Blessings,
Joy McElroy

God Bless,
Deb Martin/Donations coordinator
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March

Events

March 17, 2019
Thea Bowman House Annual St. Patrick’s Parade Day Party
Thea Bowman House is having its annual St. Patrick’s Parade Day Party on Saturday,
March 16, 2019, from 8:30 am to 1:00 pm at the DeSales Center, 309 Genesee Street,
Utica. Come out to see Utica’s St. Patrick’s Day parade and join us inside to warm up
and have some fun. Plenty of hot food and drinks will be offered for purchase at family
friendly prices, including homemade macaroni and cheese and chili from local restaurants, Karen and Burmese food, hot dogs, baked goods, Irish soda bread, and shamrock
ice cream shakes. Volunteers will be on hand to offer St. Patrick’s Day themed arcade
games and a photo booth. Free arts and crafts activities are available for the children.
After the parade, dancers from Butler-Sheehan Academy of Irish Dance and the Johnston School of Irish Dance will perform from 12:00 to 1:00 pm. All proceeds will support Thea Bowman House child care programs. For more information or to find out
how you can help call 315-797-0748.

Prayers for Cherishing Children
Loving God, thank you for hearing our prayers.
March—Ages birth to two years.

I pray that children will have parents who are supported with guidance, wisdom, and patience
as they learn how to parent this child.
Kindergarten– grade 2.
I pray that children find enjoyment in various activities, but not be over scheduled. Help the
family find balance between outside opportunities and precious family time, and time to
“just be a kid.”
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Given to the Glory of God
In Memory of:

To:

Given by:

Present members

Building Fund

Men’s group

Pastor Joslyn

Food Ministry

Vivian Deckman

Pastor Joslyn

Building Fund

Bob & Bonnie Loomis

Pastor Joslyn

Memorial Fund

Carl & Judy Schmitt

Pastor Joslyn

Memorial Fund

Jeanne Gymburch

Pastor Joslyn

Memorial Fund

Mike & Wendy Stevens

Pastor Joslyn

Memorial Fund

John & Diana Inserra

Pastor Joslyn

Building Fund

Kim Manino

Pastor Joslyn

Building Fund

Chuck & Shirley Calrson

Pastor Joslyn

Memorial Fund

The Irmer Family

Julia Stone

Building Fund

Fran & Connie LaGase

In Honor of:

To:

Given by:

Past members

Building Fund

Men’s group

Laurel McCurdy

World Hunger

Don & Wanda Gregory

One man gives freely, yet gains even more;
another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.
A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.
Proverbs 11:24-25

COOK-IN
There will be a cook-in on Sunday, March 3rd after coffee hour!!
Please see the sign up sheet so that we can bring
a balanced assortment for assembling meals.
Thank you!
Questions– please ask Carole Grove
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March Worship Team Schedule//We need you!
Greeters 10:00 AM Service
March 3
March 10

Judy Schmitt

Worship Assistant 10:00 AM Service
March 3

John Blackburn

March10

Carl Schmitt

March 17

March 17

March 24

March24

Ryan Kulawy

March 31

March 31

Kristen Burson

Communion Assistants 10:00 Service

Ushers 10:00 AM Service
March 3

March 3

March10

March 10

March 17

March 17

March24

Bob & Holly Kulawy

March 24

March 31

March 31
ZION CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SCHEDULE 2018
Students: K – Grade 6 Sundays: 11:15 – 12:00

March

April

3) Dig In-Jesus Erases John’s Doubt

7) Christian craft

10) Dig In-Jesus Erases John’s Doubt

14) No class (Spring Break)

17) Benchmark/Craft

21) No class (Easter/Spring Break)

24) Dig In-Parable-Farmer & Seed

28)Dig In-Jesus Describes TrueFamily

31) Dig In-Parable-Farmer & Seed

Youth Christian Education
Youth, 7th grade through 12th grade, are invited to meet in the youth room following the
10am service on Sundays to learn and grow in their Christian faith.

12

March 2019
Happy St Patrick's Day!
Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

5

10am Traditional worship
service
11:30 cook-in
6pm Contemporary service

10

11

Lent 3
10am Traditional worship
service
6pm Contemporary service

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

18

22

23

29

30

12

13

5-8:30PM
NAMI mtg.

10am bible
5pm Book
study
Club
12:30pm Prayer group
5:30pm Bible
Study

19

20

Lent 2
11:30am Your
10am TradiNeighbors
tional worship board mtg.
service
12:30pm Interfaith luncheon
6pm Contemporary service

24

6

Thu

12noon Ash
Weds. Service
1:00pm Soup
Luncheon
7pm Ash
Weds service

Lent 1
10am Traditional worship
service
6pm Contemporary service

17

Wed

25

21

10am bible
7pm council
study
meeting
12:30pm Prayer group
5:30pm Bible
Study

26

27

28

10am bible
study
12:30pm Prayer group
5:30pm Bible
Study

31
Lent 4
Healing
Service
6pm Contemporary service
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Zion Lutheran Church
630 French Road
New Hartford, NY 13413

CONTACT INFO:
Phone: 315.732.4110
Fax: 315.732.0067
Email: office@zionluth.com
Website: www.ZionLutheranNY.org

Like us on Facebook at:
Zion Lutheran Church, New Hartford, NY.
The mission of Zion Lutheran Church is to prayerfully
discern God’s call to help people
to become more fully devoted followers of Christ.

God’s Work

Our Hands

Irish Blessing
May you always have walls for the winds, a roof for the rain, tea beside the fire, laughter to
cheer you, those you love near you, and all your heart might desire.
May joy and peace surround you, Contentment latch your door, And happiness be with you
now, And bless you evermore.
Bless you and yours, As well as the cottage you live in. May the roof overhead be well
thatched And those inside be well matched.
May your neighbors respect you, Trouble neglect you, The angels protect you, And heaven
accept you.
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