Zion’s News & Notes
A Few Words From Pastor David

Fe br u a r y
2 019

As I sit to write this, my monthly newsletter article, I must confess that I have no
burning issue to raise up, nor anything of great importance to bring to your attention. Consequently, I’m struggling with what to say. From where I sit, Zion is, generally speaking,
doing well. You are being faithful, and you are engaged. You are active in ministry
amongst one another, and you are reaching out to others. That being said, there are a couple of smaller projects that I’d like to see us complete this year, and some initiatives I’d
like to see us take on. I have mentioned them in some of my conversations with several of
you, and I will articulate them to all in my annual report, both my written and oral report,
at our annual meeting on Feb. 10th. Unfortunately, there is not space in this newsletter to
do so; however, stay tuned for info. in upcoming newsletters.
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While I don’t always succeed, I do try to adhere to the old adages that it is best to
speak only when you have something to say, and when you have nothing to say, it is best
not to speak. Therefore, I will close with an image and invite you to ponder it: it is winter,
a time when nature, in northern climates, rests as she prepares for the new life and activity
God will bring forth in the spring. So too, winter can/should be a time of rest for us, a time
when we prepare ourselves to participate in the new life and activity that God will labor to
bring forth in, with, and through us in the spring. I urge us to use these winter months to
look deep inside ourselves to “know” and “experience” the God within us, in the fullest,
deepest, sense of those terms, as a means of preparing ourselves for the birthing process
that God will initiate in just a few months.
Thank you again for the privilege and blessing of being your pastor and fellow
traveler in the journey of faith. Be well and be safe!
Your brother in Christ,
Pastor David
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Announcements
BIBLE STUDY: Pr. David conducts Bible study Wednesdays, at 10 AM & 6:30 PM in the
Fireside Room. We are just beginning to look at 2 Maccabees.
TITHE.LY: You can give from where you are! Go to our website at www.ZionLutheranNY.org
and click on donate to give electronically. It’s safe and easy.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Will be on February 10 at 11:30 AM. We will
be providing snacks and finger foods.
WORSHIP TEAM: Please consider being a part of our worship team as a greeter, an usher, a
worship assistant or communion assistant. The sign up sheets are on the worship team bulletin
board in the narthex. You can work around your Sunday schedule and sign up weeks in advance!
INTERFAITH LUNCHEON: Our luncheon that was scheduled for Sunday, January 20 was
postponed due to the severe weather conditions. We are excited to keep our lunch plans with our
friends from the Muslim community. We will meet in March, date TBA.
BOOK CLUB: Our next book is “Who Will You Meet Next in Heaven”, by Mitch Albom.
We will be meeting Thursday, February 7th & 21 at 5 PM in the Fireside Room. We are just
beginning, so please join us!

PRAYER GROUP: Pastor David leads a contemplative prayer group on Wednesdays at 12:30
PM, for anyone who wishes to deepen their spiritual life.
YOUNG FAMILIES DINNER: Join us for a family dinner and “worshipful play” for families
with pre-K Thursday, February 7 at 6 PM.
ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR: The 20019 Altar Flower Calendar is in place on the board in
the narthex. If anyone would like to order flowers in memory/honor of for any occasion, please
sing on the given date. The cost of these two vases are $60.00, plus an additional $8.00 delivery
charge. If interested, please speak to Gloria Cifonelli, or you can call the church office.
PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION: In order to focus our prayers better, requested prayers
will be printed in Zion's weekly bulletins for four consecutive Sundays. The person requesting
the prayer should contact the church office to extend the prayer requests if they’d like to. For privacy reasons, only first names will be printed. The yellow cards in the pews can be used for additional prayers. Thank you for your help and understanding about this adjustment, which will
begin February 1st.
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Birthdays & more
February Birthdays
Happy Blessed Birthday!
George Thompson
Ken Tompkins
Matt LaFave
Suzee Rowland
James Daly
Judy Schmitt
Paige Johnson
Pamela Kuhr
Roger Miller
Thomas Bender
Barbara Coleman
John Kulik

1
2
4
5
7
7
7
8
9
10
10
11

Annie Wadsworth-Grove
Sheron Miller
Ellen Smith
Kristen Burson
Cheryl Edmiston
Ronna Kelly
Beverly Winters
Carter Fancher
Jim Millbwer
Leland Buell
Donna Midura
Sally Swierczek

12
13
16
19
19
19
19
19
19
21
21
21

Sandra McGlynn
Sally Swierczek
Kerri Beiswenger
Martha Pughe
Diana Inserra
Ted McCarthy

23
23
24
24
26
27

Dear friends at Zion Lutheran,
As a new year begins, we want to thank you for all that you have done to support the Your
Neighbors Outreach. During 2018, we provided 4,329 meals and 1,511 soups to our homebound neighbors in the greater Utica area. Through your congregate cooking, and also the
meals provided by individual members, you contributed 479 meals and 204 soups to that total.
In addition, you packaged up cookies and other treats on many occasions.
But Zion helps us in so many other ways. You allow us to house our storage freezers at Zion
and permit our volunteers to come and go as they make their deliveries. You welcome us to use
your barbeque pit for one of our main fundraisers, and you support us substantially through
the Endowment Fund and the contributions of individual members.
May God continue to bless all of the ministries of Zion, and may we continue together to
“Love Our Neighbors as Ourselves.”
On behalf of the board and everyone at Your Neighbors, thank you,
Carole Grove/Food Prgram Coordinator, Your Neighbors, Inc.
New IRS Tax Law Presents Opportunities for Charitable Gifting to Zion
A permanent change to the tax laws passed by Congress in 2017 provides
opportunities for tax-free charitable contributions from IRAs for those age 70
1/2 or older.
In 2017, the change in the tax laws permits donors age 70 1/2 or older to
make charitable gifts directly from a traditional or Roth IRA to a public charity
(Zion qualifies as a public charity). Your gift will still count toward your
Minimum Required Distribution (RMD), but will not generate taxable
income to you. Note– Funds must go directly from the IRA custodian to the
charity (Church). Zion Lutheran Church would welcome such gifts.
For additional information, please talk to Pastor David or Jim Marscher.
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Vignettes from Zion's History
A Jazzman at Zion's Organ: Glenn W. Morgan
On a wintry Saturday evening in March 1924, a crowd of trainmen gathered for supper at the
"Railroad Y.M.C.A." at 26 Whitesboro Street. The city's yards employed hundreds of these gentlemen and the "Y" offered a place to kick back, enjoy a good meal, and savor the "Roaring 20s" latest
jazz. As cigar smoke and friendly banter filled the air, the "Melody Boys" uplifted spirits as they
improvised versions of Paul Whiteman's, Hoagy Carmichael's, and the Gershwin brothers' compositions. "Stardust," "Sweet Georgia Brown," and "The Man I Love" comforted the tired railroaders.
Bandleader/pianist Glenn Morgan, saxophonist Milford Gates, and banjo player Sylvester Johnson
entertained until the wee hours, earning round after round of applause.
And the next morning Glenn Morgan rose early, freshened, cranked up his Model-A Ford,
and drove from his New Hartford home to Fay and Cooper Streets to play Zion's organ for the German and English services. Unusual work hours were the norm for this versatile musician, who
blessed our church with his talents from 1920 until 1965 .
Glenn grew up on a New Hartford farm on Oxford Road, near the intersection with Snowden
Hill. His parents, Frank and Marie Kunse Morgan, raised him and his sister Iva in the local Methodist Church. There, Frank and Marie sang in the choir, and Marie taught Sunday school. The Morgans valued education. Both children graduated from New Hartford High School in an era when
secondary schooling mattered little. After commencement, Glenn studied bookkeeping at the Utica
School of Commerce. Iva graduated from the Oswego Normal School (now SUNY Oswego) and
enjoyed a career in elementary education. She, too, played the organ and served St. John's Episcopal in Whitesboro. During the late 20s and early 30s, Iva acted with "Zion's Players," a theatre
troupe that succeeded the Crescent Dramatic Society.
The Morgan children took piano lessons in their elementary years. This profoundly influenced their lives. Glenn was a keyboard natural who quickly developed impressive skills. In his
teens, he accompanied Methodist Sunday school and dinner events, and also played at the New
Hartford Masonic Lodge. He easily transitioned from piano to organ and served his family's church
in the 1910s.
Glenn's organ skills sharpened under the tutelage of two renowned professionals: Charles
Henry Haylar Sippel and Norman Coke-Jephcott. Sippel, a graduate of Britain's Royal College of
Organists, also studied at the Royal Academy of Music in London. After immigrating in 1889, he
served Trinity Episcopal in Syracuse (1889-1892), Saratoga Springs' Bethesda Episcopal (18921895), and Utica's Westminster Presbyterian (1897-1925). He taught at the Utica Conservatory of
Music and the Utica Academy of Music. Fellow Englishman Coke-Jephcott arrived in 1911 to accept a position at Holy Cross Episcopal, Kingston, where he worked until 1915, when the Episcopal
Church of the Messiah, Rhinebeck, brought him across the Hudson. In 1923, Grace Church in
downtown Utica lured him Upstate. Coke-Jephcott's tenure in our city endured until the Cathedral
of St. John the Divine, New York City, named him "Organist and Master of the Choristers" in 1932.
A biographical sketch characterized him as "one of the world's greatest masters in organ improvisation.."
Let's return to "Jazzman Morgan." Around 1915, Glenn married Charlotta ("Lotta") Perry,
from New Hartford. The 1920 United States Census shows the couple, and son Robert, living with
Charlotta's parents in the village. The census records Glenn's occupation as "pianist." The lively
jazz-ragtime-Dixieland scene of the 20s may have tempted young Morgan to try to make a living
with his music.
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The NYCELOWE Club (comprised of New York Central, Erie Lackawanna, Ontario and Western railroad workers) met at the aforementioned Railroad Y.M.C.A on Whitesboro Street. Members
liked Glenn's music and hired him as director of the organization's orchestra and jazz band. The
groups regularly performed at club suppers, meetings, and dances. A Daily Press article from 1924
stated: "No individual is better known locally to railroad men than Glenn Morgan." Zion's organist also played piano for veterans' posts, Masonic Lodges, and weddings, among other "gigs."
Influenced, perhaps, by the popularity of the Dorsey Brothers, Benny Goodman, and Duke Ellington, Glenn assembled an orchestra in late 1918. News accounts of "Glenn Morgan's Orchestra"
appeared in local papers from 1919 until 1932. The ensemble played at diverse venues: a dance at the
Marcy Grange Hall (1919), a "community sing" at the New Hartford High School auditorium (1921),
and a "happy hour dinner" at the Y.M.C.A. (1923). Morgan's instrumentalists provided background
music for the Plymouth Congregational Church Men's Club (1925) and the ACMI Club at Utica's Hotel Dana (every month in 1925). Their frequent performances at Zion's Hall, where they entertained at
banquets and dances, and accompanied theatrical productions, also made the papers. Many unreported
gigs must have occurred.
Radio brought the outside world to Americans in the 1920s and WIBX was Utica's most popular station. Musical performances highlighted daily programming. Glenn Morgan's Orchestra and the
band "Glenn Morgan and His Arcadians" frequently jazzed up the station's offerings during the decade. Concurrently, WIBX often broadcasted Glenn's organ recitals from Zion's Fay and Cooper
Streets sanctuary.
Glenn's first marriage failed and he returned to his parents' farm in the early 1920s. In 1925, he
wed Winifred "Winnie" Holland in Pennsylvania. They raised one son: Glenn W. Morgan, Jr. The couple lived in a tidy bungalow on South Street, near Proctor Park. Glenn's income as organist couldn't
support his family, so he worked as a shipping clerk/bookkeeper for the Savage Arms Corporation in
the 1930s, and for a steel mill in the 1940s and early 1950s. He was listed as a "foreman" at Sperry
Rand (UNIVAC) in 1960, the year he retired from industrial employment.
Audrey Long Scholl and Claudia Zoeckler King recalled Glenn's routine at Friday evening
choir rehearsals in the 1950s. "Mr. Morgan flipped the switches to start Old Zion's organ. You could
hear the pressure building as the motor warmed, which could take ten minutes," the ladies agreed.
"The sudden burst of air often forced bats out of the pipes. They flew around the sanctuary until finding a place to settle, usually in the ceiling or balcony. This was an old organ, but Glenn could make it
sing. He was a marvelous musician." Claudia remembered Glenn's keyboard artistry: "Before rehearsals started, he often improvised on jazzy melodies, 'big band' music, and show tunes. He loved to improvise. Without uttering a word, he showed us how the organ was more than a religious instrument."
Norman Coke-Jephcott would have admired his protégé's creativity
After forty-five years at Zion's console, Glenn Morgan resigned in 1965. Robert Hunter, who
served our church until 2006, succeeded him. A dedicated Mason, Glenn was honored for a halfcentury of service by the Amicable Lodge, New Hartford, in 1968. He entered the church triumphant
on August 21, 1986.
Next month: John Lednicky, Sculptor of Zion's Altar Cross
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Additional notes: Monk Rowe, Jazz Archivist at Burke Library, Hamilton College, and a superlative jazz musician, taught me about Glenn Morgan's musical world in the 1920s. Stephen Best,
Minister of Music at First Presbyterian Church, Utica, provided information about Glenn's teacher,
Charles Henry Haylar Sippel. Audrey Long Scholl and Claudia Zoeckler King contributed memories
of Zion's jazzman organist. My thanks go to all.
Old Zion's organ was built by the renowned English craftsman John Marklove in the late 1860s,
and renovated by Paul Buhl, owner of Utica's Buhl Organ Company, in 1924.
This article's first paragraph is historical fiction, based on information from Glenn Morgan's
jazz years.

Glenn Morgan accompanied Zion's choir at
the Lutheran Home, 1945.
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Lessons
&
Carols

December 30, 2018
Thanks again to
The Paris Hill
Brass Quintet
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Events
The Your Neighbors outreach program will once again hold their garage sale on Friday, May
4th, and Saturday, May 5th. The garage sale is held each year at Our Saviour Lutheran
Church. Start now to set aside good used household items to be donated to this annual fundraiser. Items donated can be dropped off at: Our Savior Lutheran Church, 1640 Genesee St.
Utica, back corner door 9am—3pm beginning Monday, April 30 through Wednesday, May 2.
Or call Your Neighbors at 315-235-7149 to schedule a pick up.
You can donate: household items, furniture, lawn & garden equipment, books, toys, games, etc.
Your Neighbors is requesting that you do not donate: clothing, luggage, sporting goods/
equipment, computers or computer parts, Christmas trees, appliances that are not working.

Thank You!!

GIFTS
As we celebrate the season of Epiphany, we remember the gifts the wise men brought to
the baby Jesus. If you could give Jesus a gift, what would it be? You can, you know, and
you actually already do. Because your congregation sends a portion of your offering to
the Synod, you give gifts to Jesus all over the world. Jesus, in the form of a teenager from
Central America who is in the United States because he fears for his life at home
(Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation, and Opportunity). Jesus, in the form of a family in California who just lost everything in the
wild fires (Lutheran Disaster Relief). Jesus, who lives in Zimbabwe and has a school to
go to thanks to you (World Hunger). Jesus, a student at college who is lonely and looking for guidance (Campus Ministry). Jesus, a refugee at the border (Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services). Jesus, a seminary student who can't pay her tuition (Fund
for Leaders). All these ministries, and many more, are funded by Mission Support. If
you'd like to learn more, go to ELCA.org and click on the "Our Work" tab.
May God bless this new year, and each congregation and member in their commitment
to do God's Work with Our Hands.
We are church together for the sake of the world.

Hear, O Lord, answer me, for I am poor and
needy. Guard my life, for I am devoted to you.
You are my God; save your servant who trusts in
you.
Psalm 86
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Continue to bring your cans/bottles to Zion to support the Utica
Food Pantries. The bins are in the coat room downstairs.
Ed Grove returns these for us.
Thank You!

DONATION SCALE
Supplies & food total for January
was 315 lbs.
As always, we need personal care
items, and paper products.
Egg noodles are good too!
Thank you!!

If you have a delicious comfort food winter recipe that
you’d like to share with us
we’d love to see it! Submit it
to Sara and we will post it in
the newsletter for March.
Email: SSilva@zionluth.com

We’re excited that there have been several
new people frequently attending our worship services and participating in our activities! We would like to offer time for
people to learn more about Zion, and extend an invitation to anyone to become
members of Zion! We rejoice in the fact
that you have been comfortable with us
and give thanks to God for the blessing
you have been! Please see Pastor David to
learn more.

BUILDING FUND PROGRESS
Stay Tuned for march’s newsletter as we gather the
yearly totals For the bathroom renovations.
Exciting news to come!

9

Thank You Letters
From the Pen of Mae Parker
Love is most precious
When we give it away
Holding nothing back
Without question or delay
Give yourselves to others
As our savior did for us
Humbly caring and compassionate
With no unnecessary fuss
Give yourself with wonder
And shortly you will see
That what you give comes back to you
Up to the ninth degree
So shake your troubles and your cares
And reach someone today
The peace that you will find inside
Will never go away

Dear Mr & Mrs. Grove,
Thank you so much for your recent,
large and generous Food Donation
to the Utica Food Pantry. Your donation provided area residents much
needed nutrition and food at their
time in need. The donations were a
blessing and helped our shelves be
stocked.
Sincerely and God Bless You,
The Board of the Utica Food Pantry

Dear Zion Lutheran Church,
During the month of December each year,
The Bowman House’s auditorium is transformed into a local chapter of Santa’s Workshop. This year we were able to serve 79
families thanks to your generosity. The
“Santa’s Elves” include parishioners of local
churches, civic groups and individuals
whose Christmas spirit extends to everyone,
especially our neediest families. It is next to
impossible for families working at minimum
wage to provide holiday meals and gifts for
their loves ones. They are in awe of the generosity of their benefactors when they enter
the auditorium filled gifts and even a ham
or turkey.
We marvel at the care with which you shop,
as if you are buying for your own families.
Each year we witness the miracle made possible by your kindness.

Gratefully,
Jane Domingue
Executive Director
Thea Bowman House, Inc.

Thank you to everyone who contributed
to ELCA World Hunger in 2018. We
reached our goal and now many women
and children will have the opportunity to
be educated. We had a goal of $4,000,
and thanks to your generosity we
surpassed that goal with $4,761.
Thank you!!
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Given to the Glory of God
In Memory of:

To:

Given by:

Loved ones

Lutheran Care Ministries

Doris Hennings

Loved ones

Your Neighbors

Doris Hennings

Loved ones

Food Bank

Doris Hennings

Loved ones

World Hunger

Doris Hennings

Loved ones

Community Food Bank

Doris Hennings

In Honor of:

To:

Given by:

Laurel McCurdy

World Hunger

Doris Hennings

Linda Bennett, Gloria Cifonelli &
Carole Grove

World Hunger

Laurel McCurdy

Andrew Daniel’s 2nd Birthday

World Hunger

John & Carol Blackburn

Pastor David, Jim & Kim Marscher,
Mary Senn, Deb Murdock, Gloria
Cifonelli, and Bob & Bonnie Loomis

Building Fund

Linda Bennett

John Blackburn, The Daviel Famuly &
Katie Mannella

World Hunger

Carol Buchholz Blackburn

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.
Romans 12:10

December 2018
Treasurer's
Report
Dec 2018

Year to Date

Budget

Over/Under Budget

Income
Giving
Other Income

$
$

18,241.60
1,747.21

$ 188,448.79 $ 188,399.90
$
18,871.75 $ 26,942.88

$
$

48.89
(8,071.13)

Total Income

$

19,986.81

$ 207,320.54

$ 215,342.78

$

(8,022.24)

Total Expense

$

18,327.05

$ 231,942.75

$ 249,418.02

$

(17,475.27)

Net Income

$

1,659.76

(24,622.21) $ (34,075.24) $

9,453.03

$
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February 2019 Worship Team Schedule
Greeters 10:00 AM Service
February 3

Worship Assistant 10:00 AM Service
February 3

February 10

Evon Pinkos

February 10

February 17

Darlene Hill

February 17

February 24

February 24
The Worship Team Needs You This Winter!

Communion Assistants 10:00 Service

Ushers 10:00 AM Service
February 3

Caryn Carlson & Evon Pinkos

February 3

February 10

Laura Hilt & Caryn Carlson

February 10

February 17

Caryn Carlson & Evon Pinkos

February 17

Darlene Hill

February 24

February 24

ZION CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SCHEDULE 2018
Students: K – Grade 6 Sundays: 11:15 – 12:00

February

March

3) Dig In-A Roman Officer/Faith

3) Dig In-Jesus Erases John’s Doubt

10) Christian craft

10) Dig In-Jesus Erases John’s Doubt

17) No class (winter break)

17) Benchmark/Craft

24) No class (winter break)

24) Dig In-Parable-Farmer & Seed
31) Dig In-Parable-Farmer & Seed
Youth Christian Education

Youth, 7th grade through 12th grade, are invited to meet in the youth room following the
10am service on Sundays to learn and grow in their Christian faith.
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February 2019
Happy Valentine’s Day!
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

12:30 Al-Anon

3

4

10am Traditional
worship service
6pm Contemporary
service

12:30 Al-Anon

10

11

5

6

7

12:30pm AlAnon
10am Bible
Study
12:30pm Prayer
Group
6:30pm Bible
Study

5:00pm Book 12:30 Al-Anon
Club
5:30 Walking
group
6pm Young
families dinner

8

14

12

13

10am Traditional
12:30 Al-Anon
worship service
11:30am Annual
Congregational mtg.
6pm Contemporary
service

5pm NAMI
7pm council
mtg.
Lincoln's
birthday.

10am Bible
5:30 Walking 12:30 Al-Anon
Study
group
12:30pm AlAnon
Happy
12:30pm Prayer Valentines
Group
Day!
6:30pm Bible
Study

17

18

19

20

21

10am Traditional
worship service
6pm Contemporary
service
WELCA event

12:30 Al-Anon 11:30 Your
Neighbors
Board Mtg.

10am Bible
Study
12:30pm AlAnon
12:30pm Prayer
Group
6:30pm Bible
Study

2pm Steward- 12:30 Al-Anon
ship mtg.
5:00pm Book
Club
5:30 Walking
group

24

25

27

28

10am Traditional
worship service
6pm Contemporary
service

12:30 Al-Anon

26

15

22

9

16

23

10am Bible
5:30 Walking
Study
group
12:30pm AlAnon
12:30pm Prayer
Group
6:30pm Bible
Study
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Zion Lutheran Church
630 French Road
New Hartford, NY 13413

CONTACT INFO:
Phone: 315.732.4110
Fax: 315.732.0067
Email: office@zionluth.com
Website: www.ZionLutheranNY.org

Like us on Facebook at:
Zion Lutheran Church, New Hartford, NY.
The mission of Zion Lutheran Church is to prayerfully
discern God’s call to help people
to become more fully devoted followers of Christ.

God’s Work

Our Hands
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