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December 
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A Few Words from Pastor David 
 

As I think a few of you know, I am a big fan of Howard Thurman. I included 
his poem, Now the Work of Christmas Begins in my January 2018 article. Howard Thur-
man (1899 ï 1981) was a renown Afro-American theologian, author/poet, educator, 
civil rights leader, mystic, and philosopher. As a leading religious figure in the 20th 
century, he played an important role in many social justice organizations and move-
ments. His thoughts, writings, and theology of non-violence (Thurman visited with 
and was influenced by Mahatma Gandhi) shaped and influenced a generation of civil 
rights leaders, including the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Thurman was the co-
founder of the Church for the Fellowship of All Peoples, the first major interdenomina-
tional, inter-racial church in the United States. He served as the Dean of Rankin 
Chapel at Howard University (1932 ï 1944), and later as the Dean of Marsh Chapel 
at Boston University (1953 ï 1965). He also served on the academic faculty of both 
institutions.  

While I was searching for something for this monthôs newsletter, I came 
across the following three ñquotesò from Thurman. I encourage you to contemplate 
them again and again, and to let them sink deeply into your Being.  
 

I will light candles this Christmas,  
Candles of joy, despite all sadness,  
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch.  
Candles of courage where fear is ever present,  
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,  
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens.  
Candles of love to inspire all my living,  
Candles that will burn all the year long. 
 

Listen to the long stillness:  
New life is stirring  
New dreams are on the wing  
New hopes are being readied:  
Humankind is fashioning a new heart  
Humankind is forging a new mind  
God is at work.  
This is the season of Promise 
 

In the stillness of the quiet, if we listen, we can hear the whisper of the heart giving strength to 
weakness, courage to fear, hope to despair. 
 

With December we begin Advent and a new church year. This is indeed the 
season of new life, new dreams, new hopes, the fashioning of a new heart, and the 
forging of a new mind. God is at work in this season of promise. May we not only 
hear, but also listen to the whisper of our heart as we move through this holy time. 

Pastor David 
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 Announcements  

Zionõs News & Notes 

THE ANGEL TREE & MITTEN TREE 
Are up in the Narthex! The Thea Bowman Center Classrooms will be the recipient of the Angel & 
Mitten trees. The Angel Tree will be adorned with gift tags to help spread joy to the children in 
the younger classrooms. Thank you to the knitters who are already at work making the wonder-
ful handmade items! The last day to bring in items will be Sun., Dec. 15, (delivery takes place on 
Dec. 16.) Social Ministry thanks everyone for continuing to support this project.  
 

ZIONôS CHRISTMAS TREE & DECORATING PARTY 
Zionôs tree will be going up on Thursday, December 5 at 6 30 PM. Zionôs Decorating Party will 
be held on Friday, December 6 at 6:30 PM. Please join us! 
 

CHOIR 
Zionôs choir will rehearse at 9 AM on Sunday, Dec. 8 and Dec. 22, and sing for the services 
those days. There will also be a rehearsal after worship on Sunday, Dec. 15. The choir will warm
-up at 8:30 PM on Tuesday, Dec. 24, and sing for the 9 PM service. 
 

CHURCH MEMBER PHOTOGRAPHY 
For those of you who missed the Dec. 1 deadline to have your photo updated or included in the 
new Zion Photo Directory, Matt La Fave is willing to arrange a mutually convenient time for 
him to take your picture. If you are interested, please call the church office (315-732-4110) or 
speak with Matt directly. Thank you again Matt for doing this for us. It is greatly appreciated! 
 

CONTINUE  
To bring your cans/bottles to Zion to support the Utica Food Pantries. The bins are in the coat 
room downstairs. The pantries get food from Syracuse, and WIC covers diapers, so they need 
toilet paper & toiletries. Letôs take a couple months to focus on that need. As always, thank you! 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 
If you are responsible for a report for the 2019 Annual Report, please submit it by Dec. 30. You 
can submit them either by mail, leave a note in the church office, or email office@zionluth.com.  
 

COMMUNITY BOOK CLUB AT ZION  
Weôre postponing Book Club until Jan. 2020. Weôll be reviewing the book, Radical Kindness: The 
Life-Changing Power of Giving and Receiving, by Angela C. Santomero. This book should be read 
by people in all walks of life, and by both men and women. Lessons can be learned to make our 
corner of the world a kinder place. This is a topic that needs to be discussed and shared. Please 
plan on attending and inviting friends! Let's work together to promote a more caring and con-
siderate environment. Jan. 6, at 1 PM in the Fireside Room. Bring a bagged lunch if you wish.  
 

GIVE THE GIFT OF FAIR TRADE THIS CHRISTMAS 
Just in time for the holidays! Zionôs Fair Trade Hutch offers two new items for you to purchase, 
wrap up, and give to someone dear. Medjool Dates are succulent and sweet, with the flavor of car-
amel. These dates grown in Jericho, are great for snacking, baking, cooking or giving. Medjool 
Dates come from the date palm, which can grow even when thereôs salt in the waterðimportant 
for West Bank farmers whose access to fresh well water is limited. Organic Dried Mangoes are 
back and will make a nice gift too. The Hutch, located in the Fireside Room, is also stocked 
with tea, coffee, nuts, chocolate bars, chips and hot cocoa! Gift bags will be available to make 
wrapping easier. Thank you for shopping at and supporting this ministry at Zion! 
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Birthdays & more  
 

 

 

 
Pr. Janet Griffiths  3  Barbara Reinshagen 17 
Hannah Barrett  4  Carole Grove  22 
Carolyn Dzwonkas  4  Klara Kohlbrenner  23 
Esy McCarthy  4  Jim Schieble   23 
Kim Manino   7  Wendy Stevens  23 
Sean Scarafile  7  Lisa Lucas-Myers  25 
Ron Kowalczyk  8  Scott Miller   26 
Karen Mannella-Daniel 8  Mae Parker   27 
Mark Rettig   8  Ann McCarthy  28 
Ruth LaManque  10  Norm Jeche, Jr.  29 
Tammy Miller  10  Laura Hilt   30 
Caleb Hunter  12  David McCarthy  30 
Holly Kulawy  17  Sara Nicholls  30 
Helga Morrison  17 

Shoe Drive For Theresa  
 

We are collecting shoes for a child who has developed a possible genetic disorder with recur-
ring seizures (Barb Wilsonôs granddaughter), and who is in need of a seizure alert service dog. 
Shoes should be in wearable condition. Most shoes are accepted. There is a box in the Coat 
Room downstairs.  Please help us spread the word, and collect the shoes! There is not a date 
of shoe pick-up yet, but weôll keep you posted on the deadline. For more information go to: 
www.pawsforability.org.  

Never a better time than now to clean out your closets! Thank you! 

Reminder: The liaison between Zion and Pastor David is the Mutual Ministry Committee, 
consisting of Mark Thompson, Shirley Eadline, and Bob & Bonnie Loomis.  
If you have any concerns at/with Zion, please contact a member of the committee and 
it/they will be considered. 

NEWSLETTER TEAM 
Our dedicated Newsletter Team is looking for one more recruit! If youôre available once 
a month, (usually on a Thursday morning during the year & Fridayôs in summer), around 
9:30am, to come in and help assemble our monthly newsletter, that would be great!  
Just leave a note in the office if you can help. Thank you! 
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SOCIAL MESSAGES  
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December 2019 
Loving God, thank You for hearing our prayers.  
Grades 3-5 
I pray that children will not be exposed to sexual or violent content through TV, movies, songs, 
or the internet.  
Ages 23-25 
I pray that they will be involved in wholesome and nurturing activities.  

OPWDD  

Zion's new ministry for people with developmental disabilities will continue with a short, joyful 
worship service at Zion in the Fireside Room (which will be decorated on Sunday, Dec. 1ð 
help is welcome for decorating!) Monday, Dec. 2 at 5:30 PM (snow date Monday, Dec. 9.) 
Staff from the OPWDD will transport people to and from Zion and help assist during worship. 
Pastor David is leading the service, with musical support from Jim Marscher and John 
Coveleski, as well as other Zion musicians. After worship, our guests will have a chance to visit 
the sanctuary. Family, friends, and Zion members are invited and encouraged to attend to make 
our guests feel welcome. There will be a similar service at Zion on Tuesday, March 17, 2020 
(snow date March 24). Please help support this ministry by attending the worship services and/
or joining the committee for people with disabilities - see Jim or Kim Marscher, Doug Vibbard, 
Dan Rodahan, John Coveleski, Lisa Lucas-Myers, or Pastor David for details. 

Zion Endowment Fund Committee Announces Distributions for 2019 
 

The following organizations were selected to receive a charitable distribution from the Zion 
Endowment Fund for calendar year 2019: Zion Food Ministry, Your Neighbors, Lutheran 
Homes Chaplaincy Fund, The KEYS Program, Foothills Rural Community Food Ministry, 
ELCA Global Missionary Sponsorship, and Zion Transportation Ministry. Zion also received 
a distribution of $3,250 to help reduce our debt for the roof replacement project.                                           
The total Endowment Fund distribution for 2019 was $13,000, a record amount. 

Left: Zionôs Choir was one of the 11 choirs that par-
ticipated in the 4th annual Ecumenical Choir Festival 
held on November 3d at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church in Utica. This festival was created to help 
make better connections with area churches, and to 
joyfully praise God. Singing the ñHallelujah Chorusò 
by Handel with all 11 churches was a great way to 
end the event. All of the choirs are looking forward 
to next yearôs festival to be held the last Sunday in 
October at Grace Episcopal Church, Utica. 
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Cooking Lesson 2019  

Photos by Matt LaFaveðThank you! 


