Zion’s News & Notes
A Few Words from Pastor David
As I think a few of you know, I am a big fan of Howard Thurman. I included
his poem, Now the Work of Christmas Begins in my January 2018 article. Howard Thurman (1899 – 1981) was a renown Afro-American theologian, author/poet, educator,
civil rights leader, mystic, and philosopher. As a leading religious figure in the 20th
century, he played an important role in many social justice organizations and movements. His thoughts, writings, and theology of non-violence (Thurman visited with
and was influenced by Mahatma Gandhi) shaped and influenced a generation of civil
rights leaders, including the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Thurman was the cofounder of the Church for the Fellowship of All Peoples, the first major interdenominational, inter-racial church in the United States. He served as the Dean of Rankin
Chapel at Howard University (1932 – 1944), and later as the Dean of Marsh Chapel
at Boston University (1953 – 1965). He also served on the academic faculty of both
institutions.
While I was searching for something for this month’s newsletter, I came
across the following three “quotes” from Thurman. I encourage you to contemplate
them again and again, and to let them sink deeply into your Being.
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I will light candles this Christmas,
Candles of joy, despite all sadness,
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch.
Candles of courage where fear is ever present,
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens.
Candles of love to inspire all my living,
Candles that will burn all the year long.
Listen to the long stillness:
New life is stirring
New dreams are on the wing
New hopes are being readied:
Humankind is fashioning a new heart
Humankind is forging a new mind
God is at work.
This is the season of Promise
In the stillness of the quiet, if we listen, we can hear the whisper of the heart giving strength to
weakness, courage to fear, hope to despair.
With December we begin Advent and a new church year. This is indeed the
season of new life, new dreams, new hopes, the fashioning of a new heart, and the
forging of a new mind. God is at work in this season of promise. May we not only
hear, but also listen to the whisper of our heart as we move through this holy time.
Pastor David
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Announcements
THE ANGEL TREE & MITTEN TREE
Are up in the Narthex! The Thea Bowman Center Classrooms will be the recipient of the Angel &
Mitten trees. The Angel Tree will be adorned with gift tags to help spread joy to the children in
the younger classrooms. Thank you to the knitters who are already at work making the wonderful handmade items! The last day to bring in items will be Sun., Dec. 15, (delivery takes place on
Dec. 16.) Social Ministry thanks everyone for continuing to support this project.
ZION’S CHRISTMAS TREE & DECORATING PARTY
Zion’s tree will be going up on Thursday, December 5 at 6 30 PM. Zion’s Decorating Party will
be held on Friday, December 6 at 6:30 PM. Please join us!
CHOIR
Zion’s choir will rehearse at 9 AM on Sunday, Dec. 8 and Dec. 22, and sing for the services
those days. There will also be a rehearsal after worship on Sunday, Dec. 15. The choir will warm
-up at 8:30 PM on Tuesday, Dec. 24, and sing for the 9 PM service.
CHURCH MEMBER PHOTOGRAPHY
For those of you who missed the Dec. 1 deadline to have your photo updated or included in the
new Zion Photo Directory, Matt La Fave is willing to arrange a mutually convenient time for
him to take your picture. If you are interested, please call the church office (315-732-4110) or
speak with Matt directly. Thank you again Matt for doing this for us. It is greatly appreciated!
CONTINUE
To bring your cans/bottles to Zion to support the Utica Food Pantries. The bins are in the coat
room downstairs. The pantries get food from Syracuse, and WIC covers diapers, so they need
toilet paper & toiletries. Let’s take a couple months to focus on that need. As always, thank you!
ANNUAL REPORT
If you are responsible for a report for the 2019 Annual Report, please submit it by Dec. 30. You
can submit them either by mail, leave a note in the church office, or email office@zionluth.com.
COMMUNITY BOOK CLUB AT ZION
We’re postponing Book Club until Jan. 2020. We’ll be reviewing the book, Radical Kindness: The
Life-Changing Power of Giving and Receiving, by Angela C. Santomero. This book should be read
by people in all walks of life, and by both men and women. Lessons can be learned to make our
corner of the world a kinder place. This is a topic that needs to be discussed and shared. Please
plan on attending and inviting friends! Let's work together to promote a more caring and considerate environment. Jan. 6, at 1 PM in the Fireside Room. Bring a bagged lunch if you wish.
GIVE THE GIFT OF FAIR TRADE THIS CHRISTMAS
Just in time for the holidays! Zion’s Fair Trade Hutch offers two new items for you to purchase,
wrap up, and give to someone dear. Medjool Dates are succulent and sweet, with the flavor of caramel. These dates grown in Jericho, are great for snacking, baking, cooking or giving. Medjool
Dates come from the date palm, which can grow even when there’s salt in the water—important
for West Bank farmers whose access to fresh well water is limited. Organic Dried Mangoes are
back and will make a nice gift too. The Hutch, located in the Fireside Room, is also stocked
with tea, coffee, nuts, chocolate bars, chips and hot cocoa! Gift bags will be available to make
2
wrapping easier. Thank you for shopping at and supporting this ministry at Zion!
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Birthdays & more

Pr. Janet Griffiths
Hannah Barrett
Carolyn Dzwonkas
Esy McCarthy
Kim Manino
Sean Scarafile
Ron Kowalczyk
Karen Mannella-Daniel
Mark Rettig
Ruth LaManque
Tammy Miller
Caleb Hunter
Holly Kulawy
Helga Morrison

3
4
4
4
7
7
8
8
8
10
10
12
17
17

Barbara Reinshagen
Carole Grove
Klara Kohlbrenner
Jim Schieble
Wendy Stevens
Lisa Lucas-Myers
Scott Miller
Mae Parker
Ann McCarthy
Norm Jeche, Jr.
Laura Hilt
David McCarthy
Sara Nicholls

17
22
23
23
23
25
26
27
28
29
30
30
30

Shoe Drive For Theresa
We are collecting shoes for a child who has developed a possible genetic disorder with recurring seizures (Barb Wilson’s granddaughter), and who is in need of a seizure alert service dog.
Shoes should be in wearable condition. Most shoes are accepted. There is a box in the Coat
Room downstairs. Please help us spread the word, and collect the shoes! There is not a date
of shoe pick-up yet, but we’ll keep you posted on the deadline. For more information go to:
www.pawsforability.org.
Never a better time than now to clean out your closets! Thank you!

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Our dedicated Newsletter Team is looking for one more recruit! If you’re available once
a month, (usually on a Thursday morning during the year & Friday’s in summer), around
9:30am, to come in and help assemble our monthly newsletter, that would be great!
Just leave a note in the office if you can help. Thank you!
Reminder: The liaison between Zion and Pastor David is the Mutual Ministry Committee,
consisting of Mark Thompson, Shirley Eadline, and Bob & Bonnie Loomis.
If you have any concerns at/with Zion, please contact a member of the committee and
it/they will be considered.
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SOCIAL MESSAGES
Zion Endowment Fund Committee Announces Distributions for 2019

The following organizations were selected to receive a charitable distribution from the Zion
Endowment Fund for calendar year 2019: Zion Food Ministry, Your Neighbors, Lutheran
Homes Chaplaincy Fund, The KEYS Program, Foothills Rural Community Food Ministry,
ELCA Global Missionary Sponsorship, and Zion Transportation Ministry. Zion also received
a distribution of $3,250 to help reduce our debt for the roof replacement project.
The total Endowment Fund distribution for 2019 was $13,000, a record amount.
OPWDD
Zion's new ministry for people with developmental disabilities will continue with a short, joyful
worship service at Zion in the Fireside Room (which will be decorated on Sunday, Dec. 1—
help is welcome for decorating!) Monday, Dec. 2 at 5:30 PM (snow date Monday, Dec. 9.)
Staff from the OPWDD will transport people to and from Zion and help assist during worship.
Pastor David is leading the service, with musical support from Jim Marscher and John
Coveleski, as well as other Zion musicians. After worship, our guests will have a chance to visit
the sanctuary. Family, friends, and Zion members are invited and encouraged to attend to make
our guests feel welcome. There will be a similar service at Zion on Tuesday, March 17, 2020
(snow date March 24). Please help support this ministry by attending the worship services and/
or joining the committee for people with disabilities - see Jim or Kim Marscher, Doug Vibbard,
Dan Rodahan, John Coveleski, Lisa Lucas-Myers, or Pastor David for details.
Prayers for Cherishing Children
December 2019
Loving God, thank You for hearing our prayers.
Grades 3-5
I pray that children will not be exposed to sexual or violent content through TV, movies, songs,
or the internet.
Ages 23-25
I pray that they will be involved in wholesome and nurturing activities.

Left: Zion’s Choir was one of the 11 choirs that participated in the 4th annual Ecumenical Choir Festival
held on November 3d at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church in Utica. This festival was created to help
make better connections with area churches, and to
joyfully praise God. Singing the “Hallelujah Chorus”
by Handel with all 11 churches was a great way to
end the event. All of the choirs are looking forward
to next year’s festival to be held the last Sunday in
October at Grace Episcopal Church, Utica.
4

Cooking Lesson 2019

Photos by Matt LaFave—Thank you!
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Bible Fun
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Reflections on the Celebration of Our 60th Anniversary in New Hartford
Sunday November 3 witnessed a joyous commemoration of Zion's six decades in our
New Hartford sanctuary. Many good folks contributed to the event's success. The anniversary
committee expresses its sincerest thanks to:
Everyone who participated in this radiant Sunday morning service. Special thanks go to
the veteran members who belonged to Zion in 1959, and the members of their families who
also attended. Your presence was testament to a German Lutheran hymn that was sung by your
ancestors at Old Zion for well over a century - Ein Feste Burg ist Unser Gott - "A Mighty Fortress is
Our God." The reality of being able to worship together at our church, sixty years after its dedication, reaffirms the truth of that venerable hymn's words.
Alfred and Lynn Moretz, and Curtis and Joni Pulliam, for their beautiful blending of historic and new material in the renovated downstairs lobby. And Mike Stevens, for repainting this
area.
Fran LaGase, Carl Schmitt, Helga Morrison, Linda White, Gloria Cifonelli, Claudia and
Fran King, and Sharon Jeche, for leading the service.
Matt Aceto, Mary Senn, Zion's choir, and Director Kim Marscher, for their inspirational
music that enhanced the anniversary's theme.
Chef Jon Daly, for preparing his Grandmother Helen Schmitt's delicious GermanAmerican delicacies for the congregational coffee hour. And all who brought luscious treats for
the occasion.
Pastor David, for his inspirational sermon, and his leadership in all of Zion's ministries.
Sara Silva and her "office volunteers," for patiently assembling a very complicated service
bulletin.
And Zion's children, who generously gave full bags of candy to a few lucky worshippers,
until corrected by the deliverer of the children's message, who obviously needed a lesson in specific direction-giving.
A very special thank you to Jack Henke! All of this was only possible because of your efforts!
—————————————————————————————
Vignettes from Zion's History: Christmas at our Church in the 1870s
It can be fun to read about how Zion’s people celebrated Christmas in the past. The Utica
Morning Herald described our church’s Christmas festivities in 1871:
"The German Lutheran Zion's Church contained 350 children, and all were made happy
by Santa Claus last evening. The service was opened with prayer by Pastor Andrew Wetzel, who
is greatly improved in health, a fact over which everyone rejoiced. The Sunday school service
followed, the singing by the children being absolutely beautiful. A large and beautiful tree was
then stripped of its fruit, and each child received a Christmas box and other gifts. Sunday
School Superintendents Henry Martin and John C. Hieber were kept very busy passing presents
to the children."
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Zion’s 60th Anniversary in New Hartford
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Worship Team & Christian Education Schedules
Greeters
Dec. 1

Gail VanSlyke & Chuck Balser

Dec, 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 22 Judy Schmitt
Dec. 24
Dec. 24
Dec. 29

Ushers
Dec. 1
Dec, 8
Dec. 15 Laurel McCurdy & Laura Hilt
Dec. 22 Carolyn Dzwonkas & Loretta Berie
Dec. 24

Worship Assistants

V
O
L
U
N
T
E
E
R

Dec. 1

Wendy Stevens

Dec, 8

John Blackburn

Dec. 15 Fran LaGase
Dec. 22 Carl Schmitt
Dec. 24 Candlelight Service Christopher Pulliam
Dec. 29 Jim Marscher

Communion Assistants
Dec. 1

Linda Bennett & Darlene Hill

Dec, 8

Curtis Pulliam & Laurel McCurdy

Dec. 15 Alfred & Lynn Moretz
Dec. 22 Darlene Hill
Dec. 24 Candlelight Service Bob & Bonnie Loomis

Dec. 24 9pm (four ushers needed!)

Dec. 29

ZION CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SCHEDULE
Students: K – Grade 6 Sundays: 11:15 – 12:00

December

January

1)

No Class (Thanksgiving Break)

5) Lesson/Activity

8)

Christmas Ornaments

12) Lesson/Activity

15) Christmas Pageant/Celebration

19) Benchmark/Craft

22) No Class (Christmas Break)

26) Lesson/Activity

29)No Class (Christmas Break)
Youth Christian Education
Youth, 7th grade through 12th grade, are invited to meet in the youth room following the 10am
service on Sundays to learn and grow in their Christian faith.
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Thank You Letters
From the Pen of Mae Parker
Look to the manger
Where a new life begins
This tiny baby came to save us
And take away our sins
Look deeper to His future
As he tries to reach men’s hearts
When some will not listen
He shook his head and soon departs

A baby what could He do
To change the world and make it new
As a man He would do more than that
He had a wider view
So with the shepherds go back to the manger
once again
Look deeply at the baby Jesus
Wont you let him be your friend
We need a friend to guide us
There is wicked and evil time
So choose the one whom God has chosen
to lead us

We were totally overwhelmed on All Saints
Sunday, November 3, when we were presented with the key to Zion and the brick! We are
grateful for all family histories of active Zion
participation and examples of their faith. Jack
Henke wrote a detailed history of not only
our family, but of many others who also
shared their faith through the years. We are
proud of our family, as we are sure Jack is of
his family, who were also very active in Zion’s
history and are remembered by many. We appreciate the honor, but many other people
also contributed in Zion’s continued reaching
out in faith and love. We thank Jack and Pastor David and ALL in Zion who share their
faith, love, and talents. All are special and deserve praise!
May God continue to bless Zion
Fran & Claudia King & family
Thanks to Kim Richie for bringing the My
Pan fundraiser to Zion this fall. It was interesting to see the product and order what
we'd like, and a percentage of the money
came back to Zion ($277) Kim spent a lot
of time on this, and we appreciate her hard
work and positive attitude. Thanks, Kim!"

On Sunday, Nov. 10th, Chef Jon Daly (son of Jim and the late Carol Daly, and grandson of
Helen Schmitt, famous for her cooking skills) showed about 20 members of Zion how to make
two 30-minute meals: orange-ginger chicken with burst tomatoes, and cottage pie (the English
form with beef, rather than the Irish shepherd's pie which is made with lamb, Jon said. Patsy
Glista started the event with a devotion about nourishing our spirits (ask Patsy about the One
Banana story) while we had bagels and drinks, and then Jon started explaining how he made
double batches of both recipes. We all sampled one batch, and then made Your Neighbors
meals with the second batch. Carole Grove spoke about how people who receive Your Neighbors meals get more than food - they are often lonely, and the visits are as important as the
food. Several people helped with the kitchen clean-up, including Jeanne Gymburch, Debbie
Murdock, Patsy Glista, Carole Grove, Laurel McCurdy, Diana Inserra, and Kim Marscher.
Thanks to all of Zion's foodies who attended, and special thanks to Jon and Patsy!

December

I can rise and shine — just not at the same time
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Christmas happenings

COFFEE HOUSE
Christmas edition!
Friday, December 20 at 7 PM. Wear your best ugliest sweater!
Christmas songs and acts will be performed.
Call the church office if you would like to do an act and/or bring
a fun Christmas treat for this fun Holiday Coffee House!!

ELCA GOOD GIFTS

How it works?
1. Choose Your Gift
Online: ELCA.org/goodgifts Phone: 800-638-3522
Mail: Catalogs are available in the narthex (the church office can
provide order forms if you do not go online.)
2. Get a card
If your gift is in honor of a friend or loved one, telling them
about it is easy. Give through the catalog and you can request
a FREE printed card for each of your gifts. Please allow 3-4
weeks delivery.
3. Make a difference!
Every project in every community starts with listening. Your donation will be used where needed
most within the wider category of each gift you’ve selected. Your gifts support work in 77 countries. An examples: Help a family spread their wings. When chicks grow up to become chickens,
their eggs not only provide an ongoing supply of protein, they also help start a small business
and generate a steady source of income—Chicks $10. Can’t decide? A gift to God’s Global Barnyard will be used where it’s needed most to support livestock, agriculture and other sustainable
projects, which help farmers and families with the recourses they need to thrive!
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Given to the Glory of God
In Memory of:

To:

Given by:

Ann Kulawy

World Hunger

Kulawy family

Robert & Nancy Hilt

World Hunger

Laura Hilt

Pr. Edward Wurster & Pr. Mark Muehlenberg

Roof Replacement

Irma Muehlenberg

Pr. Edward Wurster & Pr. Mark Muehlenberg

Zion Food Ministry

Irma Muehlenberg

Henry & Helen Jeche, parents of Norm & Pat Jeche Roof Replacement

Norm & Pat Jeche

Billy LaGase

Roof Replacement

Fran LaGase

In Honor of:

To:

Given by:

Lauryl McCurdy

Endowment Fund

Don & Wanda Gregory

Jack Henke

Zion Food Ministry

Kerstin Soykan

Carole Grove

Your Neighbors

Henry & Linda Healy

Our children & grandchildren

General Fund

Carol Blackburn

Pastor David

Roof Replacement

Bob & Bonnie Loomis

Chuck & Shirley Carlson

Roof Replacement

Don Gregory

2019 Roof Replacement
On May 12, 2019, sixty-two members attended a properly called congregational meeting where a motion was introduced
and unanimously passed allowing the Church Council to spend $68,600 to replace the roof at Zion. During discussion on the motion, the congregation was informed that the council had requested bids from three roofing companies and decided to recommend
Dennis Padula & Sons Roofing and Sheet Metal Company. Padula was the lowest bidder, the most responsive to questions, and
has done other roof repairs for Zion. In order to pay for replacing the roof, the Council will spend $40,000 of memorial funds,
and borrow $11,600 from the Building Fund and $17,000 from the Mission Investment Fund (MIF). The Council has decided to
go with an “in house” loan of $28,600 instead of borrowing from an outside source, thereby saving the congregation thousands of
dollars in interest. It has also recommended a repayment plan and period for the $28,600 (this amounts to approximately $350
per “giving unit,” i.e., a person or family) that will run from June 2019 to Dec. 2021. Each person or family is being asked to
pledge to give an additional $10.50 per month ($2.60 per week) over and above their regular offering. If people would like to give
quarterly, semi-annually, yearly, or make a one-time payment, that is certainly okay. In addition, those who have the financial ability to do so are encouraged to give more than $350 in order to offset those who do not have the means to give the entire amount.
FYI – people may continue to use their regular offering envelopes or use the green envelopes for special offerings. Either way, they
should mark the extra amount they are giving as “Roof” or “Building Fund.”
October 2019
Treasurer's Report

Oct 2019

Year to Date

Budget

Over/Under Budget

Income
Giving
Other Income

$
$

14,304.30
1,183.12

$ 155,521.15
$
22,372.17

$ 157,974.80
$ 24,167.10

$
$

(2,453.65)
(1,794.93)

Total Income

$

15,487.42

$ 177,893.32

$ 182,141.90

$

(4,248.58)

Total Expense

$

16,989.30

$ 194,519.46

$ 210,915.26

$

(16,395.80)

Net Income

$

(1,501.88)

$

$ (28,773.36)

$

12,147.22

(16,626.14)
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ZION
December 21 at 5 PM Longest Night Service
December 24 at 6 PM Christmas Un-Pageant
December 24 at 9 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 29 at 10 AM Lessons & Carols fest, The Paris Hill Brass Quintet

December 2019

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

10am Advent 1 wor- 12:30 Al-Anon 6pm Bible Study 10am Bible
Zion’s Christmas 12:30 Al-Anon
5:30pm Zion’s
Study
6:30pm Church
ship service
Tree arrives!
service with
12:30 Al-Anon
decorating party
1-3:30pm-Nepali
OPWDD

10

8

9

13

14

10am Advent 2
Hanging of the
Greens
1-3:30pm-Nepali
worship
5pm Contemporary
Service

12:30 Al-Anon 6:30pm Bible
.
Study
5:30pm Young
Families Christian Ed gathering

10am Bible
5:30pm Walking
Study
Group
12:30 Al-Anon
12:30 Prayer
Group

12:30 Al-Anon
6:45-10pm Railroad group

11-12:30 Nepali
Youth

15 Advent 3

16

18

20

21

10am Christmas
Pageant service
1-3:30pm-Nepali
worship
5pm Contemporary

12:30 Al-Anon 6pm Bible Study 10am Bible
5pm Book Club
6:30pm CounStudy
5:30pm Walking
cil mtg.
12:30 Al-Anon Group
12:30 Prayer
Group

12:30 Al-Anon
7pm Coffee
House Christmas edition

11-12:30 Nepali
Youth
5pm Longest
Night Service

22

23

27

28

12:30 Al-Anon

11-12:30 Nepali
Youth

17

24

11

25

12

11-12:30 Nepali
Youth

19

26

10am Advent 4 wor- 12:30 Al-Anon
ship service
1-3:30pm-Nepali
worship
5pm Contemporary
Service

6pm Family
Merry
5:30pm Walking
Christmas Eve
Christmas!
Group
Service
9pm Candlelight Office closed
Service
Nepali worship

29

30

31

10am Lessons &
Carols service
1-3:30pm-Nepali
worship

12:30 Al-Anon 6pm Bible Study

Help is needed to set up, serve, and
clean-up for our Sunday Morning
Coffee Hour. The sign up sheet is in
the narthex, please sign up where
you can. Thank you!

Heavenly Father, thank you for fellow
Advent travelers. Give us eyes to see,
words to speak and hearts to love those
You call to join us. Amen.
Prayer taken from Arise & Shine:
Devotions for Advent
by Tim Wesemann
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CONTACT INFO:
Zion Lutheran Church
630 French Road
New Hartford, NY 13413

Phone: 315.732.4110
Fax: 315.732.0067
Email: office@zionluth.com
Website: www.ZionLutheranNY.org
Facebook: Zion Lutheran Church, New Hartford, NY
Twitter: Zion Lutheran Church @ZionLutheran630
The mission of Zion Lutheran Church
is to prayerfully discern God’s call to help people
to become more fully devoted followers of Christ.

From everyone at Zion Lutheran Church.
Have a Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year!!
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