Study Guide

Lesson |

“The Birth of A Church”

A father took his son to a large city museum, thinking that the visit would entertain the boy. But for two
hours the lad did nothing but sigh and complain. Finally in desperation he said to his father, “Dad, let’s go
someplace where things are real!”

Some people feel that way when they read the Bible. They think they are in a religious museum, looking
at ancient artifacts that have no meaning for life in today’s scientific world. But they are wrong. No book
published has more meaning for our lives, and more relevance to our problems, than the Bible. No wonder
William Lyon Phelps, for years called “Yale’s most inspiring professor,” said: “I believe a knowledge of
the Bible without a college course is more valuable than a college course without a Bible.”

Two of Paul’s earliest letters are 1 and 2 Thessalonians. (It is possible that Galatians was written first.)
These two letters were written to real people who were experiencing real problems in a world that was not
friendly to their Christian faith. You and I can easily identify with these people because we live in a similar
world and face many of the same problems. Once you understand the background, the burden, and the
blessing of these two letters, you will see how up-to-date and practical they are.
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