
Guests and Visitors – Brief Statement Regarding Communion 

“I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

 

We welcome you to worship today as we celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, we confess that communion was instituted 

by our Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and that when consecrated, the bread 

and wine are truly his body and blood!1 

 

We also believe that every Christian is called to examine themselves before coming to the 

table, trusting in God’s forgiveness as an answer to our sin, while truly recognizing the 

body and blood of Jesus, given for us. We further believe that Jesus has made the altar a 

place of unity – a place we are called to be in full agreement and reconciliation with one 

another.2 

 

From scripture,3 the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS), and Zion Lutheran 

Church, as a part of that Synod, understands unity not only as a matter of relational peace 

with each other, but public confessional unity as well. Your faith is a public witness, in 

addition to a personal conviction.4 

 

To come to the altar for Holy Communion is to make a public witness that you agree with 

all this church body believes, teaches, and confesses.  If you desire to receive communion 

today as a visitor, please speak with Pastor David. 

 

Our call from Jesus is to steward God’s gifts faithfully, and to uphold the church’s 

confessional integrity, as well as yours.5  If you are not receiving communion today, you 

are welcome to come forward for a blessing, or to remain seated as we sing God’s 

praises. 

 

May you be blessed as we gather around the Word of God in faith, hope, and love.   It is 

good to be together in the Lord! 

 
 

 

 

                                                           
1 Matthew 26:26-28 
2 Matthew 5:21-24; 1 Corinthians 11:17-18 
3 1 Corinthians 1:10 
4 Matthew 5:14-16 
5 1 Corinthians 4:1-2 
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday, October 19, 2025 
 

PRELUDE      
  

RINGING OF THE BELLS  
 

WELCOME 
 

Stand 
 

OPENING HYMN    712 Seek Ye First 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: Zion Lutheran Church no. 100012719 

 
 

INVOCATION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

T Confession and Absolution T 
P In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, and He made us in His own image 

to live in fellowship with Him. Yet, like Adam and Eve, we have listened to the serpent’s 

voice, doubted God’s Word, and chosen our own way. 
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C We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have hidden from Your 

presence, O Lord, and have blamed others rather than taking responsibility for our sin. 

 

P Like the people in Noah’s day, our thoughts and intentions are often bent toward evil. We 

build towers to our own glory instead of walking humbly with You. 

C Forgive us, Lord. Wash us, and make us clean. 

 

P Like Abraham, we have not always trusted in Your promises but have taken matters into 

our own hands. 

C Forgive us, Lord. Strengthen our faith. 

 

P Like Jacob, we have deceived and grasped for blessings in selfish ways. Like Joseph’s 

brothers, we have let jealousy and bitterness harden our hearts. 

C Forgive us, Lord. Reconcile us by Your mercy. 

 

P O Lord, Your Word is written so that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing we may have life in His name. Yet we confess that we have not 

always lived as those who believe. 

C Forgive us, Lord. Give us life in Jesus’ name. 

 

P The same Lord who spoke light into darkness has shined His mercy upon you; the God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob has now worked salvation through the suffering, death, and 

resurrection of His Son for you. These things are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.  

Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of the Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the ✠ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you 
 

P Almighty and most merciful God, 

You turn even the evil intentions of men to serve Your gracious purposes. As Joseph forgave 

his brothers and saw Your hand working good through their wrong, grant us hearts that reflect 

the mercy of Your Son, who from the cross prayed for His enemies and promised paradise to 

the repentant thief. Teach us to trust in Your providence, to forgive as we have been forgiven, 

and to rejoice in the salvation You have wrought through Christ Jesus, our Lord; 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN     784 Take My Life and Let It Be 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 OLD TESTAMENT READING    Genesis 37:1-8, 12-14, 18-28; 41:1-8, 14-16, 25-40, 53-57; 
42:1-8; & 45:1-15   

 Jacob lived in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the land of Canaan. 

 These are the generations of Jacob. 
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 Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the 

sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the son of his old age. And 

he made him a robe of many colors. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than 

all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully to him. 

 Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him even more. He said to 

them, “Hear this dream that I have dreamed: Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and 

behold, my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around it and bowed 

down to my sheaf.” His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to 

rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. 

 Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, “Are 

not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” And he said to 

him, “Here I am.” So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock, 

and bring me word.” So he sent him from the Valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 

 They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they conspired against him to kill him. 

They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into 

one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will 

become of his dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands, saying, “Let us 

not take his life.” And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; cast him into this pit here in the 

wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand to restore him 

to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe of many 

colors that he wore. And they took him and cast him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water 

in it. 

 Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, 

with their camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah 

said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell 

him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And 

his brothers listened to him. Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted 

him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. They took Joseph to 

Egypt. 
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 After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile, and behold, there came 

up out of the Nile seven cows attractive and plump, and they fed in the reed grass. And behold, seven 

other cows, ugly and thin, came up out of the Nile after them, and stood by the other cows on the bank 

of the Nile. And the ugly, thin cows ate up the seven attractive, plump cows. And Pharaoh awoke. 

And he fell asleep and dreamed a second time. And behold, seven ears of grain, plump and good, were 

growing on one stalk. And behold, after them sprouted seven ears, thin and blighted by the east wind. 

And the thin ears swallowed up the seven plump, full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a 

dream. So in the morning his spirit was troubled, and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt 

and all its wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was none who could interpret them to 

Pharaoh. 

 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they quickly brought him out of the pit. And when he had 

shaved himself and changed his clothes, he came in before Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I 

have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. I have heard it said of you that when you 

hear a dream you can interpret it.” Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a 

favorable answer.” 

 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to Pharaoh what 

he is about to do. The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are seven years; the 

dreams are one. The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are seven years, and the seven 

empty ears blighted by the east wind are also seven years of famine. It is as I told Pharaoh; God has 

shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do. There will come seven years of great plenty throughout all 

the land of Egypt, but after them there will arise seven years of famine, and all the plenty will be 

forgotten in the land of Egypt. The famine will consume the land, and the plenty will be unknown in 

the land by reason of the famine that will follow, for it will be very severe. And the doubling of 

Pharaoh’s dream means that the thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it about. Now 

therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt. Let 

Pharaoh proceed to appoint overseers over the land and take one-fifth of the produce of the land of 

Egypt during the seven plentiful years. And let them gather all the food of these good years that are 

coming and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let them keep it. 

That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine that are to occur in the land 

of Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine.” 

 This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find 

a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?” Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown 

you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. You shall be over my house, and all my 

people shall order themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you.” 

 The seven years of plenty that occurred in the land of Egypt came to an end, and the seven years of 

famine began to come, as Joseph had said. There was famine in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt 

there was bread. When all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. 

Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph. What he says to you, do.” 

 So when the famine had spread over all the land, Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold to the 

Egyptians, for the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. Moreover, all the earth came to Egypt to 

Joseph to buy grain, because the famine was severe over all the earth. 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you look at 

one another?” And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and 

buy grain for us there, that we may live and not die.” So ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy 

grain in Egypt. But Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with his brothers, for he feared that 

harm might happen to him. Thus the sons of Israel came to buy among the others who came, for the 

famine was in the land of Canaan. 

 Now Joseph was governor over the land. He was the one who sold to all the people of the land. And 

Joseph’s brothers came and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground. Joseph saw 

his brothers and recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and spoke roughly to them. 

“Where do you come from?” he said. They said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.” And Joseph 

recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 

 Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, “Make 

everyone go out from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his 

brothers. And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 

And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not 

answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. 

 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am 

your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry with 

yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has 

been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing 

nor harvest. And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for 

you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to 

Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father 

and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; 

do not tarry. You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children 

and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. There I will provide 
for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and all that 

you have, do not come to poverty.’ And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, 

that it is my mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all 

that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s 
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neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. 

After that his brothers talked with him. 
 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

           P   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

HOLY GOSPEL   Luke 23:32-43 Holy Gospel John 8:48–59 
    P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 

   

    Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. And when they came 

to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and 

one on his left. And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast 

lots to divide his garments. And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, 

“He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” The soldiers also 

mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 

yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself 

and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 

sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; 

but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 

    P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life ✠ of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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SERMON HYMN     702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

SERMON 
 

Stand 
 

GREETING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

between each petition:  
 

P: Lord in Your mercy,  

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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T Service of the Sacrament T 
 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

SANCTUS 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN     642 O Living Bread from Heaven  (tune: hymn 527) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 



13 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN     730 What Is the World to Me 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in 

the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout 

our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your 

saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN     744 Amazing Grace 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

POSTLUDE 
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