PRELUDE

RINGING OF THE BELLS

WELCOME
] Christ is Risen!

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Sunday, May 25, 2025, Observance of Ascension Day

He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

OPENING HYMN 493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
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1A hymn of glo -y let us sing! New
2 The ho - ly ap - os - tol - ic  band Up -
3 To them the shin - ing an - gels cry, “Why
4 “You see Him now, as - cend - ing high Up
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hymns through-out the world shall ring: Al-le - lu - ia,
on the Mount of 0Ol - ives stand. Al-le - Iu - 1ia,
stand and gaze up - on the sky?” Al-le - lu - ia,
to the por - tals of the sky” Al-le - lu - ia,
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al -le - lu - ia! Christ, by a road be - fore un -
al-le -lu - ial And with His faith - ful fol - I'wers
al -le - lu - ia! “This is the Sav - ior,” thus they
al -le - lu - ia! “Here af - fter Je - sus you shall
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trod, As - cends un - to the throne of
see Their Lord as - cend in maj - es -
say; “This is His glo - rious tri - umph
see Re - turn - ing in great maj - es -
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God. Al-le - Tu - 1ia, al-le - lu - ia! Al -le-
ty. Al-le - Tu - ia, al-le - lu - ia! Al-le-
day!” Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - ln - ia! Al-le -
ty.” Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia! Al -le-



[N

T I T T
= I I 1
I

o>
©

PY) I I O
Iu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le-1Iu - ia!
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia!
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le-1Iu - ia!
Iu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le-1lu - ia!

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001286
Tune: Public domain

INVOCATION

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

RERE

- CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

In the name of the Father and of the *- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self~examination.

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GLORIAnN EXCELSIS
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(Al Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth,
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:

You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.

You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P) Letus pray.
O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think
those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 1:1-11

LIn the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the day
when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he
had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

“And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; *for John baptized with water, but you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom
to Israel?” "He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his
own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” °’And when he
had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight. 1%And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white
robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15-23

SFor this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, 1®I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, ’that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of him, ‘8having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope
to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, **and what is
the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great
might 2°that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly places, ?!far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name
that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put all things under his feet
and gave him as head over all things to the church, Zwhich is his body, the fullness of him who fills
allin all.



(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

%Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you,
that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be
fulfilled.” “*Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, “6and said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 4’and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “¢You
are witnesses of these things. “And behold, | am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay
in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

0Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. S'While he
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life I« everlasting. Amen.
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Sit

HYMN Ol; THE DAY 770 What a
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Friend We Have in Jesus
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, All
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta-tions? Is

3 Are we weak and heav -y
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our sins and griefs to bear!
there trou-ble an - y-where?

lad - en, Cum-bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry Ev - °‘ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis-cour-aged— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre -cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; Oh, what need-less pain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith-ful Who will all our sor-rows share?

Do thy friends de-spise, for-sake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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All be-cause we do not car - ry Ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!

Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak-ness— Take it to the Lord in prayer.

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a sol-ace there.
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819-86 Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918 Text and tune: Public domain

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

Stand

GREETING

CHOIR ANTHEM

“My Peace I Leave with You”

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(P) Lord, in Your Mercy...
@@...hear our prayer

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
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as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen

CLOSING HYMN 832 Jesus Shall Reign
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1 Je - sus shall reign wher - e’er the sun Does its suc-
2 To Him shall end - less prayer be made, And end-less
3 Peo - ple and realms of ev - ry tongue  Dwell on His
5 Let ev-'ry crea - ture rise and bring Hon - ors pe-
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ces - sive  jour - neys run; His king-dom stretch from
prais - es  crown His head; His name like sweet per -
love with sweet - est song; And in - fant voic - es
cu - liar to our King; An - gels de - scend with
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shore to  shore Till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise With ev - ry morn - ing sac - ri - fice.
shall pro - claim Their ear - ly bless - ings on His  name.
songs a - gain, And earth re - peat the loud a - men.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793
Text and tune: Public domain
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